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SECT. I. 


Dean Berkeley's fcheme againft the exiftence 
of matter, and a material world examined, 


and foewn inconclufive, 


O ME men deny all immaterial, and 
others all material {ubftance; fo that 
between them ae leave nothing at alt 

exifting in nature, Theie two oppofite pare 
ties help to expofe each other; and it js 
hard to fay, every thing confidered, whofe 
thare is greateft in the abfundity of expunging 
all Being out of exifence. Yet thus much we 
may obferve, that the exiftence of beth fub- 
ances muft be very plain, fince each fide 
maintains that the exiftence of the fubftance 
which they themfelves affert muft be {elf-evi- 
dent: for it would be abfurd in either of the 
parties to fuppofe arguments xece/fary to prove 
thas any thing at all exifts. Our dreams hav- 
ing no real external objects, and fome of the 
ancient Writers having fuggefted that this 
might be made a ground for doubting whe- 
ther there were really any fuch objets; a 
late Ngenious and learned Author hath taken 

the 


ale 


236 Dean Berkeley's febeme ee 
the hint, not only to doabé of the reality of 
matter and a matesial world, bet to pretend 
to demonttrate the exijfence of any thing 

impeffible and contr adieory 2). "Te atter 


- ope C Ew . 


(4) Whatever wages ici oar Rh Tg 


the fenlory after the objets to nf, a8 Arifedeag 
Hobbes maintained ; or by new impreffiens made upen it 
in the time of fleep, 1 have endeawppyed to flew in 
the laft SeCtion: all thefe ways Sill fyppofe the real ex- 
iftence of matter, in fuppofing both: fomfy and ajedts 
ating’ pon’ it. Hence it feems incon Plat, © 
think the’ cift * Of 4 + might be ¢ ie ¥ 
from this appearance of our dreams; Gimesom any bype- 
thefis for folving it, the exiffence of matter muft be al- 
lowed: or if it be not allowed, all indeed is but adream, 
even while we are awake, and the very diflindtion between 
_ dreaming and not dreaming is taken quite away. For 
what reafon can we have to argue that objects are ima 
ginary and unreal, while we are awake, becaufe they are 
imaginary and unreal while we fleep; if we allow no 
previous difference? Waking itfelf is made but the mol 
deceitful dream, and we then determine the queftion, 
without referring to dreams, and take away all difference 
between the two ftates, as to the reality of external ob- 
jeéts. And if we previoufly allow a difference, how cas 
we infer from allowing a difference, that there is Bo 
difference? We thus cut off the conclufion a contrary 
atom way: 


a2e 


cn rnd feng tgconclufines , 237 
or Jy is furprifing. If his bogks had been 
geritign, with, 2 of vi miveininet 
Te ts eae ‘hot pais vita ae gs oN} hat 

oy hk chp i li 
Th ema he ae of igs 

Aiwer? Ra-synefilwmrcc & 


an ae Pipe 


$he phmnomenon s ee. 
poling it net toexift, to infers.that therefore it does not 
aftvelly exift. There is, nox difference made on that 
fuppofition, between the appearances of objets in fleep, 
end their appearance at other times ; i. ¢. the difference 
on which the argument proceeds, is taken away by the 
very fuppolition of the argument; and icinignectonan 
tradi& itfelf, as before. 

Af it thould he faid, that it is not - recilide a dick 
ey | fappafitian at all concerning the exiftence of mat; 
ter in this appearance, but to take the appearance it- 
felf as we find it: I anfwer, fir/f, That is impoffible ; 
the qusftion i is concerning the exiftence of matter, and 
it is to be proved dubious from a certain appearance ; 
therefore it mutt be fuppofed either dubious, or not du-' 
bicus, before-hand. And, /econdly, not to confider with 
exahnels and care every circumftance of an appearance, 
— which we would infer fuch a weighty inference, 

as 


a3n 


indifferently, 

and that afaiii is to comtradi& atl the: evidenos we have 
for the exiftenec of mutter ina. waking ftate,:befere we 
cotne:to the doubt of it frons the ‘sppchrande of dream 
ings or if ig'td confound<she-diftindtion! of the tw 
tates, from which nevertheldfs wo pretend po raike ver 
“daubt and fufpition. Wherefore at any vace! ira intone 
frftent tet think this soumarcer siege 


of doubting. swt, | ak Adi Pibew 
=) WhettieFout Auched cbutt hal anyother 
call-the’exiftence’ of ‘matte ‘queftioii, 


ie 
fidered aftdtwatd; though ft ents evident n't, 
that thei veahityof external “bjeAs Gould ‘never have 
been queftioned; untets we had fom’ time orien 
beet deceived in this point, borg: ile 
awake: “Had not this happ icon, 
tide sill yg coe sae pigs a 


512! sor isa bletad yt oe oe 8 
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; of great capacity and learning {ems 
fertous,:and writes pieces, one after another, 
to fapport this kind of Scepticifm, and con- 
ginues in thefe fentiments for fuch a number 
of-years; if it be not carrying an ungenteel 
fort of a banter a great deal too far, one can- 
not tell what to think of it. For it feems 
impoflible thata man fhould be ferioufly per- 
fuaded that he has neither country nor pa- 
rents, nor any material body, nor eats, not 
drinks, nor lyes ina houfe; but that alt thefe 
things are mere i/lufions, and have no ex- 
ifterice but in the fancy. | 
That which makes it neceffary here to 
examine this {cheme, which denies the pof- 
fibility of matter, is becaufe all the arguments 
Ihave offered for the Being of a God in 
Seét. J. and II. Vol. I. are drawn from the 
tonfideration of this impofible thing; viz, 
from the inertia of matter, the. motion of 
matter, the robefon of matter, &c. and every 
One {ees what impropriety, or rather what 
topepmarice there mutt be, to fpeak of the vis 
tnertic of ideas, the motion or gravity of ideas, 
the blafticity or cobefion of ideas. Whence 
 atgurments muft amount to nothing, if 
there be nothing bat ideas inftead of the ob- 
jects 
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"je@s of our ideas, as being drawn fom pre. 
perties which can belong to no fubje@, and 
which therefore mutt be impoffible. Thuy 
there muft either be no truth in what I have 
faid, or in what this Author advances; for 
two fuch oppofite accounts of nature cannot 
both be true: and if the conclufions in thefe 
two Sections be folid, this itfelf will bea 
weighty argument againft his {cheme. How- 
ever, J fhall here endeavour to thew the in- 
conclufivenefs of it from reafons particularly 
applied; and try at leaft to remove fo weigh- 
ty an objection, if I cannot add more light 
to what hath already been faid. 


II. In confidering this new fcheme, the 
following particulars are to be remarked. 
The nature or effence of things is altogether 
different from their exiffence; the former be* 
ing the ideasof the Divine Intellea, eternally 
confiftent fo as to be made to fubfift toge- 
ther in the fame fubjeét, by his power, whea- 
ever it fhould fo feem good to his wifdom: 
the latter, viz. their exiftence, then com- 
mences, when his power is exerted to this 
effect; or when this co-fubfiftence of propet- 


ties is firft actually effeéted, with refpett 00 8 
detet- 


s68 


ae wn inconclufive. 241 
Suen rad fetunn igiconclasfi 4 


determined time and place (4). And from 
thence it follows, that there are eternal pro- 


ee 


pesties in the natures of all things, as being 


¢) In the Univer fal diétionary, or Cyclopedia, under 
the word Exiftence, it is obferved, that the exiftence of 
exeated: beings hath relation to time, place, and a cauje: 
That «fence is explained by the chief and radical property 
of a thing, or all the properties and exiflence by fpecify- 
ing the time, place or caufe; and then it is added —— 
‘© The foundation and occafion of this diftinGtion, is this ; 
& that e/ence belongs to the queftion, What is it? Quid 
6? But exiflence to the queftion, Js it? An eff? 3ti0, 
“ Exiftence neceflarily prefuppofes efénce, and cannot be 
conceived without it; but «ence may be conceived 
“ without exiffence; in that efence belongs equally to 
«“ things that are in potentid, and in aétu; but exiftence 
* only to thofe in atu. Note however, that this does 
*© not obtainin God, about whofe nature and effence, the 
“ mind cannot think, without conceiving his exi/fence.”? 
By being im potentia here, muft be underftood, being 
producible by the power of God, according to his ideas. 
Farther, nature and effence are here fynonymous, and, I 
think, rightly. -La/fly, It is well obferved here that as 
efJence, nature, eternal properties, or eternal truth, have 
No relation to a particular time; fo neither have they to 
place, or caufe; or, they are as little circumfcribed ip 
place as time, and to have a cau/eis incompetent to them, 
being eternal. This is one’ way of coming at a view of 
the eternity and immenfity of the neceffary mind, where 
thefe were eternally known. 


hd ov. HI, R originally, 
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je@ts of our ideas, as being drawn from gre 
perties which can belong to no fubje&, and 
which therefore muft be impoffible. Thus 
there muft either be no truth in what I have 
faid, or in what this Author advances; for 
two fuch oppofite accounts of nature cannot 
both be true: and if the conclufions in thefe 
two Sections be folid, this itfelf will bea 
weighty argument againft his {cheme. How- 
ever, I fhall here endeavour to thew the in- 
conclufivenefs of it from reafons particularly 
applied; and try at leaft to remove fo weigh- 
ty an objection, if I cannot add more light 
to what hath already been faid. 


II. In confidering this new fcheme, the 
following particulars are to be remarked. 
The nature or effence of things is altogether 
different from their exi/tence; the former be* 
ing the ideasof the Divine Intelle&, eternally 
confiftent fo as to be made to fubfift toge- 
ther in the fame fubje@t, by his power, when- 
‘ever it fhould fo feem good to his wifdom: 
the latter, v/z. their exiftence, then com- 
mences, when his power is exerted to this 
effe&t; or when this co-/ubfiftence of propet- 
ties is firft a€tually effected, with refj f toa 

eter- 


28a 
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() In the Univer fal ditionary, or Cyclopedia, under 
the word Exiftence, it is obferved, that the exiftence of 
created beings hath relation to time, place, and a caufe: 
That «/ence is explained by the chief and radical property 
of a thing, or all the properties and exi/fence by fpecify- 
ing the time, place or caufe; and then it is added -—— 
© The foundation and occafion of this diftinGtion, is this; 
“¢ that ¢/fence belongs to the queftion, What is it? Quid 
“6? But exiflence to the queftion, Is it? An eff? 310, 
“ Exiftence neceflarily prefuppofes efence, and cannot be 
“ conceived without it; but ¢/énce may be conceived 
‘© without exiffence; in that effence belongs equally to 
S¢ things that are in potentid, and in aétu ; but exiftence 
*¢ only to thofe in adiu. Note however, that this does 
*€ not obtain in God, about whofe nature and effence, the 
6 mind cannot think, without conceiving his exi/tence.’? 
By being in potentia here, muft be underftood, being 
producible by the power of God, according to his ideas. 
Farther, nature and effence are here fynonymous, and, I 
think, rightly. La/fly, It is well obferved here that as 
effence, nature, eternal properties, or eternal truth, have 
no relation to a particular time; fo neither have they to 
place, or caufe; or, they are as little circumfcribed ip 
place as time; and to have a cau/eis incompetent to them, 
being eternal. This is one’ way of coming at a view of 
the eternity and immenfity of the necefJary mind, where 
thefe were eternally known. 


Voz, I, R originally, 
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originally, eternally confiftent ideas; for . 

eternal confiftency and agreement of thefe 
ideas, makes thefe eternal properties. And 

from hence again it follows, that we can de- 
monftrate feveral eternal truths concerning 
the natures or effences of things: for to thew 
the neceflity, or neceffary confiftence, of 
thefe eternal properties, is to demonftrate e- 
ternal truths concerning their natures. 'Toex- 
emplify this. So/idity and extenfion were eter- 
nally confiftent in the divine ideas, {0 as to 
be made to fubfift in the fame fubjedt, (of 
which fubjeét indeed we have no idea; but 
God hath, and had it before the fubjeét itfelf 
was:) this eternal confiftency makes the na- 
ture of this thing eternal. There was farther, 
a neceflary connexion between the ideas of 
folidity and refftance; if it did not refift it 
would be unfolid: or the idea of xot-refifting 
is inconfiftent with theidea of folfdity, More- 
over there was an inconfiftency between the 
idea of ref/ting and theidea of effecting what 
it refitted, [viz. a change of its prefent ftate.] 
And therefore from this refpeét, or habitude, 
of thefe ideas to each other, this property, 
That it is impoffible this shing fhould ever 
effect a change of its prefent ftate, sae 

an 


21008 
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atid necefarily belongs to the nature of it. 
‘And therefore, when we fhew the neceflity 
of this property, we demonftrate an eternal 
truth coricerning the nature of this thing. 
"Therefore, as before, I infer that we can de- 
Ynonftrate feveral eternal truths concerning 
the satires or effences of things (c.) 


‘If. On’ the other hand, the exi/fence of 
things hiath no eternal properties; that is, e- 
ternally confiftent, or neceflarily related ideas, 
Belonging to it. Thefe were all in the Divine 
Mind, long before any thing but himfelf ac- 
tually exifted; and belong to their zatures, 
Hot ‘their aétual exiftence, which was ar- 
bitrary and depended upon his good plea- 
fue to affect. The property juft now men- 
Hloned, ‘v. g. is no way predicable concern- 
NE the exiftence of. matter, nor true only 
when it exifts; but concerning its nature, 
and true whether it exifts, or not. There- 
fore there is so eternal truth demonftrable 
Cencerning the exiftence of Beings, (the ne- 


_ (¢) The natures of things with refpeét to us, are the 
Confiftent ideas in our minds, which are copies (thaugh 
but imperfeét, and in part) of the eternally confiftent i- 
dcas in the Divine Mind. 


R.2 cefarily 


alle 


a erksleyfelemaey ueraonn 


eal exXi, ing Being ¢ ex 
-antroverfy) 
cand kiftence, was 
‘as de Q is 
‘performab le ri Bs ee Katie 


properties rete concerning fo a 
ike 


| Soulof man, “orother finite papa Abort 
‘is only poffible, or contingent, the only quel 
tion concerning their exiftence i is, Whether ii # 
be sian effected, or not? It is not demag- 
ftrable as the exiftence of God j is; his exe 
iftence is a part of his nature, , 1 infeparar 
ble from it; but there is no neceflary cone 
nexion between their nature, which was a 
nal in the Divine Mind, and their exifenge 
‘which is only poffible. Nor can there be a 
connexion between any thing that is necef- 
fary, and a thing that is but barely poffible, 


(d) The exiftence of a thing, which is but barely poF 
fible, implies no contradiction (abfolutely fpeaking) neve 
to be; otherwife its exiftence would become fome ume 
or other neceflary ; and that eternal properties fhould be- 
Jong to a thing that may never be, is abfurd. 


Iv. “rin 
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JV. Thus it appears that to require an ad- 
lute demonftration of the exiftence’ of mat- 
ter, of the foul of man, (of man in general 
I'mean, for no man wants a demonftration 
of the exiftence of his own foul) or of other 
finite immaterial Beings, is to miftake the 
nature of {uch a demonftration, and of the 
fubject it is converfant about. It is to require 
a demonftration of the neceffary exiftence of 
thofe Beings, whofe exiftence, ex’ conceffis, is 
contingent: for fuchan ab/olute demonftration 
muft have been always true; juft as any de- 
monftration of the property of a geometrical: 
Jgure was always true. That is, it muft 
have been always true that matter exifted. 
Suppofing a poflible being really exifted, there 
is no other way to fhew the exiftence of it 
to another, but by the effeé?s it produces, or 
the perceptions it raifes in fome percipient 
Being; or by fhewing it would be an abfur- 
dity for fuch effects, or perceptions, to have 
any other caufe. 


V. Yet becaufe this contradiftion, viz. 
That a contingent Being exifis neceffarily, can- 
Hot be demonftrated; fome men have un- 


e138 
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fkilfully refolved tomake adoubtof it, Whe. 
ther matter actually exifted, This isa wilful 
determined kind of Scepticifa: becaufe a 
gontradiGtion cannot be fhewn true, therefore 
they refalug (nay ] may fay force them{elves) 
to doubt; and if it could be thewn true, there, 
would be no need of forcing themlves to 
become Scepticks; for it would be ypavoid- 
able. Ajl truth, as bas often been faid 
ftands of falls together. . The Pe it 
necefaryand ae ing would be upon 
the fame level: eather all Being would, 
but barely poffible,, and nathing a 
might have exifteds or all Being fhould be, 
equally necefigry, ang nosbing that, exifty 
could eyer have not exited, | 


“VI. Matter therefore, the buman foul, apd 
other finite /pirits, arg contingent Beings 3, 
the idea of matter, v. g. was eternally con- 
fiftent in the Divine Mind, and is confiftent 
in our minds: but the idea of any thing im- 
poffible to exift, or of an impoffible effect, 
can never be confiftent. The reafon is, an 
inconfiftency in the idea and canceptign. 
And this thews the poffibility of matter's ¢x- 


ifting, whenever it fhould pleafe Inde Wie 
om, 
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dom. Since therefore the exiftence of it is 
poflible, nor implies any contradiction ; it is 
impoffible for any man to demonftrate the 
non-exiftence of it. For that would be to. 
undertake to demonftrate a poffibility smpo/i- 
ble. This, in few words, might be an an- 
{wer to, and fhews us the abfurdity of, Dean 
Berkeley's undertaking, who (as | faid) pre- 
tends to prove, that the exiftence of matter, 
or bodies, oyt of a mind, is a contradiction 
in terms(e). He all along allows the confi- 
ftency of the idea of it; and yet contends, 
by anew kind of reafoning, that the objecy 
of this confiftent idea implies a contradiction 
in terms to be made exift: for by the fame 
argument, whatever it be, he might prove 
that any thing, befides the Deity, implies a 
Contradiction in Terms to be made exift; or 
deny entirely a creating power to him : fincg 
the confiftency of the ideas in the Divine In- 
tellect is that which conftitutes the poflibility 


(e) Under the word Body, in the Cyclopedia, a part 
of the long citation from Dean Berkeley is On 
“ the whole it appears, that the exiftence of bodies out 
** of a mind perceiving them, is not only impoffible and 
“fa contradiétian in terms, but were it poffible, nay real, 
S* it were impeffible we fhould ever know it.”,—— 
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of the exiftence ofall other things, If we: 
add to this, that the exiftence of body with- 
out the mind; of of a real, folid, Jigured, di- 
vifible, refifting fubfance ;° for the idea of it 
in the mind is no more fuch a fubftance, than’ 
the idea of a Centaur is a real Centaur; if, 1 
fay, we add to this, that the exiftence of 
matter hath all the evidence for it, as will 
foon appear, that the nature of the thing can 
admitof, without requiring ‘the contradiétion’ 
above to be proved; it is not eafy to guefs 
what juftifiable defign a man could propofe 
to himfelf in fuch an extraordinary attempt, 
as todemonftrate that the beautiful fyftem of 
material nature; heaven and earth; the fun, 
moon, and ftars; ‘the bodies of men and 
beafts ; all the wonders in the vegetable and 
animal ceconomy; their ufefulnefs to man- 
kind ; and the kindnefs of God in beftowing 
them, are nothing but a dream within the 
mind, 


VII. But to be more particular as to the 
nature of this undertaking: A man who be 
lieves there is no fuch thing as a folid, reff- 
ing, figured fubjlance; no material world; *° 
fuch Beings as men, compounded of bodyand 

3 ppirit A 
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jrit; in fine, no books, writing, printing, 
aking, Fc. but that all thefe are ideas in 
the mind only, having no exiftence with~ 
out it; can never propofe confiftently with 
his own belief, to difpute with men, or pro- 
pagate his doubting among them. He knows 
not what things they are which he would 
convince, or if there be any Beings differing 
from him in opinion: for all thefe ideas that 
are excited in him, as of beings maintaining 
the contrary of what he maintains, may be 
only ideas raifed in him, by fome fpirit that 
hath a defign to make a fool of, and impofe 
apon him; as he thinks all the world be- 
fides are cheated with other delufory ideas: 
What greater evidence hath he for the €x- 
iftence of other men’s fouls, than of their 
bodies ; though he may have more for that of 
his own? We only colleét concerning the 
fouls of other men from the /pontaneous mo- 
tions, and aétions of their bodies: thefe, ac- 
cording to him, J4e/ong to nothing. Befides, 
he hath nothing but ideas, or dreams, when 
he fpeaks, writes, publifhes books. How doth 
be pretend that thefe dreams of his fhould be 
communicated to other Beings, granting that 
they exifted? In thort, his whole enterprife 


proceeds 
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250 Dean Berkeley’ sfheweexgmined, 
Preceds.upon the fuppofition of the regi 
of what he is going ta canfute. soldat 
think, he puts it in his adverfary’s powers, 
eenceron ey 
hgt he, doth not beligve, : 

co een and. fa 


ments, This is the fate of the generality of 
- Scrptisgs theic very defign oppofes and defeats 
iif, asimay, be oblesved. in other cates (1), 
Mb ikke ad 1G ak 4 13 >a 
" Uf) Phisisoblervabe in th ancient Sapte, the ol 
lowers of Fyrtho, thafe who-firlt affetted to be diftin- 
guifhed by that name, and to he reckoned a operate Sef s 
They pretsased.to sive ¢ demany/tration, to prone.that ne 
demonftration could be given» which was very extraarn - 
dinary; for if their demonftration were trys, the defign 
ola) pape and if it were not trug, the defign of it 
would ffill be defeated: and at any rate they.could no¢ 
believe themfelves. Diogenes Eaertius fays, (in the life of 
Pysrrhg) “t They took away-all demonftration, judgment, 
«© fign, caufe, motion, learning, generation, and that any 
“© thing was good or evil by nature;” and then gives theit 
general Demonftration for all this—-—'anigovr 3 obres 
% tacav amidazw, % xgilipiov, % oepcion, & ai TIO, 
%. xirnery, x Habrow, x yarecw, % 10 Quce, 1) suas 
ciSg0cu 3 xaxév, [Their demonftration of this follows} 
Maqa yag amodestis (Qaciv) 4 cimodsdelusvery oN yxter 
tau xenudrur, 4 i drvawodenduv’ e pay ouv if at. 
*— Sedesfstrart 


2188 


pect aynar tr 
BOS. ta.fon) h 
ips acyaropen his mouth, (th 

yatd 


deliv, wanton Jui ctlata sowie ox ods Etety sey deli 
Sa oa bencse #; 3S cixomed ialen, aise tions t 
with, $9 ~ Hire dasadege bu, ing deneete 

lere- is a. 


ciples. otf therg could be no reafon far denying 
any thing (as was obfesved befiars Pepe Nef arn 
lings and that the. Sceptic or > While be: blames 
or he crcnason of seg ed es 
“affirms and mgintgins out, of ¢ 
that with great vehemence ; in which cafe he afts quite 
Out of charaéter; for to be confiftent with himfelf, hg 
Should obferve a profaund filence: [See Sei: VEN Nvge 
Vel. 1.’ and the Note (5) N° 3.J°- ibs os 
But how do they foppart the charaéter of doubting ‘in 
all this fury and heat of maintaining and affirming $——- 
Why, nothing is more eafy. They affirm and maintain 
thas theis arguments, after they have oyerthrown all other. 
arguments, at length overthrow themfelves, like a dofe. 
f. pbySick, . ‘which Jaf of alk purges itfelf off-rm— 
Ps ran 1G lin, 2G colingdan® de % ¥x@r 
WH cvaady aE AMA wisic ig coal wigleasas 
1 age, ay aig xabagl cis, & tan SAny wpe 
saxglrarla, 
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enim 


emitters dle memes RR: oer 
arefatishied; pri 


Bin me ans yey aang 
iddérnde, iv alee 9 ispils. They did : not all agree whe, 
ther they thould be called Pyrrbenifs, or nots becaule. 
allowing that they knew Pyrrhe’s fentiments, was ab 
lowing that they Anew Jametbing, contrary 0 their grest 
principlen-—~ Bs yap rd nab” incertger nivnes vis doa 
visage GAnmlov isi, vx cic dashes tev Llvppar@ diabsow* 
pen idéres 3, ¥ Mesures waroiuche ar, This was the 
accuracy of doubting ! pac it 
But none of Pyrrho’s followers came up to o hia own’. 
pitch; for having taken away the diftin&ion between be- 
neft and difbone/t, juft and unjuft; having found out that’ 
nothing was according to truth; that men aéted by cxflem- 
er /aw, not according to nature, becaufe any thing as 
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fate, and the mitt and darkne® be 
icably bewildered in. \. vane an 


ylosudd 


not that very thing more | than another thing +. ls 
making his life to hig fine 55 
os Aol ape PA sin' 


ple ;) he avoided no anger, would nof ftir out oF 
a ‘would ‘not about, if a preci ce yas before hi 
‘or beat off a da Poe. came ene mont 
we erat hel rinciples, his friends were ablige 
bg o prevent aerdents I Mall fill giv ‘BY 
ees ‘Toaensy are “xaAity, as 
liftorian) ize dixasov, Tey eden; x 
Smsiong ig) Aden, pndie sleag x Anita, nda 3.3) 
Be nale ais civtgioans areca ¥ yap padrov vide 
a.nede Gives ixasoy* cixcrsbos J iv 19 Bia, undo te- 
sesipoG, pad Quran, amavia ioss dpsrGs 
dpaar, ei Tix, R KENBVES, R xVVIs, % doe Tosad- 
“ies ‘pudiy F aishiceow inilgimwr eaCectan pérlos (xabd 
Qaow ‘a wep) tay Kapustor “Avlilovoy) vee raiv yrmpiew 
pageseneSirlen, If he would yield nothing to his fenfes 
as here ’tis faid) he fhould not (agreeably to his owg 
? rincip esi it feems) have at all made ufe of them, nor 
walked upon his legs, nor done as other men do; but 
lain’ in one place, without motion or action. He 
was once greatly afhamed for haying driven away a dog 
that would have torn him, and made a {crupulous apolo- 
" for acting againft his principles. But of this enough. 


prenne Now 
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ed to maintain that Truth cannet be found out, than there 
. would honeft application and induftry to find it out: 
and farther, fince this is the great principle of Acady- 
mifm and Scepticifm, That Truth cannot be perceived, om 
‘maintaining of which their honour is ftaked; the man 
under thefe denominations cannot be faid fo much w 
have a di/pofition to find out the truth, as a fixt refolu- 
tion to oppofe it. Cicero does all he can to make good 
Pyrrho’s icoSivax tav Adley, OF equality of arguments 
‘on both fides; he labours to keep a due balance between 
truth and falfbood. t is mean and unworthy to fee him, 
upon this account, endeavouring to undermine the 
truths in geometry, by little impotent cavils. Mr. Bayh, 
in his Controverfy concerning the preferablenefs of 3 
theifm to Superftition, doth riot fo much as endeavout 
to keep the balance; but leans with all-his force to die 
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parely doubts, if he offers to difpute with 
the Beings themfelves, in order to be fatisfied 
binsfelf whether they are; or toconvinte them 


that they are not: for this difputing fuppofes 
the coe of the thing he pretends to doubt 
of (g). But when one undertakes to demon- 

{trate 


wrong fide. And a certain great Author is fometimes 
a Dogmatif?, and gives us a {cheme of virtue independeht - 
of any Deity; and fometimes a regular and precife Aca 
demift, “* There is nothing fo foolifh and deluding (fays 
“ he) as a partial Scepticifm. For while the doubt fs 
** eaft only on one fide, the certainty grows fo much 
“ ftronger on the other.” Can any thing be more 
abfurd than to caft the doubt upon two oppo/ite and con- 
trary propofitions, as if both might be falfe, or both true! 
Ido not mean that objéétions fhould not be put with all 
their force: but there are fome truths fo glaring that & 
man cannot caf? doubt upon them, without committing 
tauch violence on his reafon. The art of writing is made 
to confift in keeping an zquilibrium between the argu- 
ments on oppofite fides. This may catch a little vain ap- 
Plaufe; but it is againft the interefts of truth, and a- 
ink the rational nature. 
(g) Mr. Woollafton fays, [Se&t. 3. Prop. 4. pag. 43. 
fa the Note (a).] ‘¢ The quettion in Plate, Ti dv ig 
Tyo Téxpenproy dwodad las, ef tus Eeoilo, vivEras ev 70 
wager, moregoy xablevdon, % wavlw & diavdueba 
Gvergarlou%, x. x. A. may have place among the ve- 
kitations 
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ftrate to us, that we have nothings: 

other could know that we exift; ie 
not do this, but by fuppofing the truth of 
what he pretends to demontftrate Salfe, ove 
is at a lofs what notion to form of lacks a 
procedure. He may be juftified, I think in 
faying, ‘‘ The ftrangenefs of the attempt is 
** not to be parallel’d.” And how our Au- 


<¢ litations of Philofophers; but a man can fcarcely pro- 
S¢ pofe it to himfelf ferioufly. If he doth, the anfwer 
s¢ will attend it.” Bet, with fubmiffion, I think « 
can have no place even di/putandi gratig, without ths 
contradiction in the method. For the fuppofing ex 
thing which we think to be but a dream (though we are 
certain that we ourfelves, who thus dream exift) is fup- 
pofing all other things unreal, or only phantaftical ill 
fions: and then we muft fuppofe ourfelves left alone, 
furrounded only with our own vifions and fancia; 
and how a man can velitate with others in this foliaary 
condition is hard to imagine, unlefs he make a contrary 
fuppofition, deffructive of the firft, viz. That othes 
Beings are not unreal. And if men cannot find a handle 
to {cepticize from, without making contraditory fupp> 
fitions, they fhould be fatisfied of the abfurdity of th 
attempt. We cannot conceive how truth and certaumly 
could have been more guarded than itis. Men muf pre 
vioufly fuppofe a contradiétion, before they can attack © 
And if this be confidered, we may juftly wonder why 
the reputation of Scepticifn fhould be fo great. 
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thor can be vindicated from this contradic- 
tory procedure, I do not fee: for he pretends 
to demonftrate the impoffibility of the ex- 
iftence of mens bodies, and thereby denies all 
evidence that other men can have for the ex- 
iftence of their fouls; which indeed amounts 
todenying their exiftence altogether, and de- 
monftrating the impoffibility of it to tho/é 
very beings at the fame time. 


VIII. The great reafon why this Author 
pretends to doubt of the exiftence of material 
fubftance, or to demonftrate it impoflible, 
is becaufe we are percipient of nothing but our 
own perceptions and ideas; and becaule figure, 
colour, refiflance, Sc. is not this fubftance (5). 


(4) In the Cyclopedia, the citation above begins thus 5 
———— (Againft the'exiftence of Bodies, or any external 
werld, Mr. Berkeley argues very ftrenuoufly.) That 
Reither our thoughts, paffions, nor ideas formed by the 
imagination, exift without the mind, he obferves is al- 
lowed ; and that the various fenfations imprefled on the 
mind, ‘whatever objects they may compofe, cannot exift 
otherwife than in a mind perceiving them, is not lef 
evident. This 
exift, &e.—___Here, that fenfations compo/e their ob- 


jeQs, wants a hi : 
ttl f, . 
vocal expeediina, ¢ proof, and is at beft a very equi- 


appears from the meaning of the term 
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Now (to oblerve‘here the extent of this kind 
of doubting) this arpament Will equally thew 
fpiritual fubftance to be d'contradiiion ii 
berms, as well as nvatter for-Wwe are pert. 
pient of nothing but our dwn perceptions and 
ideas, with refpoct to the foulof another man, 
as well a3 with refped to his body , or if this 
be true in either, ‘it is true in both. Aétivity 
and perceptivity, theonly properties whereby 
we infer the exiftence of {piritual fubftance, 
are not that fubttance, but qualities belonging 
to it, any more than figure, motion, &c. are 
corporeal fubftance. If then this argument 
is good for any thing in the firft cafe, itis 
as good in the fecond; and if it demonftrate 
matter out of -exiftence, it equally demon- 
ftrates all fubftance out of exiftence, fave 
the mind thus percipient, without excepting 
the Deity himfelf. So that, brought to its gee 
nuine and undiffembled iffug, it. ends in that 
kind of knowledge mentioned once-or twice 
above, called Egomi/m (i). Dean Berkely, 

(i) Quelques Spinofiftes fentant gue Pevidence leur tabop- 
pe a tout moment, daus les pretendues dimonfirations de lar 
Maitre, font tombés dans une efpece de Pyrrboni/me infra 


nomme P Egomifme, oit chacun fe croit le feul etre xia 
Mr. Ramfay’s Difcourfe upon Mythology, Part 3¢ 


acar the end, 1 think, 


265 


and foewn inconclufivs. 259 


{ think, is not far from owning this. In 
Gott. 138. 0f what he calls his Principles, he 
hath thefe words; “< Tf therefore “tis 
“« impoffible that any degree of thefe powers 
 fwvilling, thinking, and perception of ideas, 
“ tq wit] fhould be reprefented in an idea cr 
« notion, ’tis evident there cay be wo idea or 
« notion of 4 fpirit,”-—-Here we may abferve 
that, if we neither have any idea or noticn 
of fpiritual fubffance itfelf, nor of thefe pro- 
rties whereby we could only come to th¢ 
frowledge of fuch a fubftance, (adivity and 
perceptivity, the examples of which he af- 
figns) it feems impoflible thas fuch a thing 
could ever have entered inta the thoughts 
of men. Thefe particulars ought to be well 
‘confidered by thofe who run fo greedily into 
this fcheme. It is true, thinking, willing, Be. 
¢annot be painted in the imagination, as 
objets haying figure and magnitude may : 
but might not this duthor thys prove, that 
we can have no idea or notion of virtue, 
Juftice, truth? And if this confequence be 
fair, as it feems to be; this {cheme is a come 
ication of all the Species of Scepticifm that 
ave ever yet been broached, Notion extends 
Rot only to the images of corporeal objets 
S 2 in 
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in the fancy, but to whatever is the obj 

of the underftanding (4). It is not enough 
that an Author is not explicit in owning all 
the abfurdities which arife fram his {cheme.- 
or that he denies them: athers will affign 


(4) Des Cartes and Mr. Locke, take the word idea it- 
felf in the fame fenfe. Mr. Locke fays, (Introduftien, 
Jeét. 8.) ** It being that Term, which, I think, ferves 
** beft to ftand for whatfoever is the object of the under- 
‘© ftanding, when a man thinks, I have ufed it to a- 
** prefs whatever is meant by Phgsta/m, Notian, Species, 
‘* or whatever it is, which the mind can be employed 
“¢ about in thinking.” Des Cartes fays in his geometrical 
method of proving the exiftence of God, and the Soul, 
Defin. 2. Idee nomine intellige eujuflibet cogitationis for 
mam illam, par cujus imaediatam parceptionem ipfius ejaf 
dem cogitationis confcius Jum; ode ut nibil pofim vertes 
exprimere intelligendo id quod dico, quin ex bec ipfo ca- 
tum fit in me effe ideam ejus quod verbis illis fignificatur. 
Atque ita non folas imagines in phantafia depiftas ideas 
woco :. imo ipfas hic nullo modo voco ideas, quatenus fit 
in phantafia corperea, hoc ff in parte aliqua cerebri depic- 
te, fed tantum quatenus mentem ipfam in illam cere 
partem converfam informant. This is very diftin® and 
full. Dean Berkeley, who will not allow us to have aay 
‘notion or idea of thinking, willing, &%. fhould give nd 
his acceptation of the word; or fhew us what is amifs 
in Mr. Locke or Des Cartes’s acceptation. Whatever bs 
may fay about ab/iraé? ideas, it is certain all true demoe 
ftration is in abftract ideas. his 


s 
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his authority to juftify their maintaining 
them. Epicurus faid many things well- 
Cum bene prafertim multa, ac divinitus ips 
Immortalibus de Divis dare diéta fuérit 
and hath left many fine things in writing : 
and yet when this was obferved to Cicero, who 
condemned his philofophy, he anfwers, Non 
quero quid dicat, fed quid convenienter ra- 
tioni poffit, & fententia fue dicere. 


IX. Rut to return. If Dean Berkeley, to 
evade the inconfiftency mentioned in N° 7. 
of difputing with, and endeavouring to con- 
vince no body at all for ought he knows, 
fhould fay that God excites the ideas of mens 
fouls in him, (provided he will allow that 
there can be any idea, or notion, of fouls) 
then all his certainty for the exiftence of 
mens fouls, is becaufe God would not ex- 
Cite the ideas of thefe Beings in us, to make 
us believe they were, unlefs they really were. 
And this would be founding his belief of 
immaterial fubftance, precifely upon the rea- 
fon which Dr. Clarke hath brought, to thew 
that we cannot poffibly be deceived, in con- 
cluding that material fubftance really exifts 
Without the mind, That is, he cannot avoid 

S 3 procecd~ 
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proceeding in contradiction to himfelf; sid 
his own tenets, without having recousf w 
the force of the Doétor’s demonftration:(/); 
and that demonftration overthrows his tenets, 
This I take to be a hasd Dilemma upon the 
{cheme. 


X. Here we may farther obferve, fince 
Dean Berkeley’s argument demontftrates all 
fubftance out of exiftence, equally with ma- 
terial fubftance; what {mall reafog he had 
to proclaim (Se&. 93. of his Book) his vic- 
tory over the Athei/ts and Sceptics. His words 
are ** Without which {unthinking mat- 
‘© ter, to wit] your Epicureans, Hobbsfts, 
“© and the like, have not even the fhadow 
** ofa pretence, but become the moft cheap 
‘* and eafy triumph in the world.”—And 
again, Sect 96. ‘‘ Matter being once ¢x- 
‘* pelled out of nature, drags with it fomany 
«« fceptical and impious notions, &c.” This 
is, I think, as if one fhould advance, that 
the beft way for a woman to filence thole, 
who may attack her reputation, is to turn a 


(J) See this Demonftration in the Cyclopedia, undes 
the word Body, immediately after Dean Berkeley's 6° 
ments againft the exiftence of matter. 
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common proftitute. He puts us into a way 
of denying all things, that we may get rid 
of the abfurdity of thofe who deny fome 
things. 


XI. If we will talk foberly, though the evi- 
dence of fenfe is not the greateft we are ca-~ 
pable of; yet fince it is the moft univerfal and 
conftant, fitted toall the concernsof life, and 
the capacities of all men; fince (except in 
a few cafes, the caufesof which we know, 
and can re¢tify the judgment) there is a fa~ 
tisfactory agreement between the informati- 
onsof it, throughall different ages, and in all 
countries; and fince it is in effet, the firft 
foundation of all oyr knowledge, in our pre- 
fent ftate of anid with matter; the man 
who endeavours to overturn the evidence of 
Senfe univerfally, endeavours to introduce the 
wildeft and molt unbounded Scepticifm, let his 
pretences be what they will, And Dean 
Berkeley, by teaching men to diftruft their 
fenfes, teaches them to diftruft his Book in 
the firft place; it is but an idea like other 
things, every word and line in it: all his 
actions and great undertakings are but mere 
dream and chimera; and his defigns difap- 
S 4 point 
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point themfelves in every refpe@. If once 
we refufe that reafon which Dr. Clarke has 
affigned for believing the exiftence of externgl 
objets, anda material world; thereis in truth 
no ftopping till a man has denied every thing 
that exifts without his own mind, except it 
be perhaps the exiftence of fome delufary Bee 
ing who conftantly cheats and impofes upon 
him. How this can be fuch an antidote a- 
gainft Sceptici/m and Athet/m is not eafy to 
be imagined. We might with equal reafon 
affirm, I think, that putting out the eyes is 
the beft cure for dimnefs of fight (m). 


XII. It.may not perhaps be foreign to the 
purpofe, to take notice bere of the contra- 
dition in terms, which $3 pretended to be in 
afferting the exiftence of matter. Itis (if any 
where) in Seét. 4.0f Dean Berkeley's Princi- 
ples; for in Seét. 7. he {peaks of having de- 
monftrated his conclufion; and in Se&. 21. he 
fays, Arguments, a pofteriori, are unneceffary 
for confirming what, if be miftakes not, bas 
(m) It is true, Des Cartes doubts of the evidence of 
fenfe; but it was only to fhew it more certain afterwards; 
it was rather calling his knowledge toan examen j ye] 
humbly conceive his method was wrong ; of which moce 


immediately. kes 
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been fufficiently demonftrated, @ priori ; there~ 
fore in Sect. 22. he apologizes for dilating on 
that, which may with the utmoft evidence, 
be demonftrated in a kine or two, to any one 
that is capable of the leaft reflection. In 
fhort, all that I could find for it is in that 
fourth Seétion, and contained in the follow- 
ing queftions.—‘‘ For what are the foremen- 
“© tioned objects [boufes, mountains, rivers,] 
«© but the things we perceive by fenfe? And 
“< what, I pray you, do we perceive, befides 
‘© our own ideas or fenfations? And is it not 
** plainly repugnant, that any of thefe, or 
‘© any combination of them, fhould exift un- 
** perceived?” — This is but a forry affair 
to be the fubject of three new pieces. We 
thall confider it query by query, as it is pro- 
pofed. And firlt, What are the forementioned 
objects, but the things we perceive by fenfe ? 
This query feems not to agree well with the 
next. - Here it is allowed that we perceive 
things by fenfe, or by the mediation of fenfe 
(for thefe things feem at a diftance from the 
fenfe) which are fuppofed, and called objeés 
(of fenfe it would feem); and in the next it 
is taken for granted, that we perceive nothing 
but our own fenfations; that is, nothing by 

means 
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26 Dean Rerkeley’ sfebgengexamined, 


means of the fenfés. This is what one ma 
call fleight-of-band reafoning, Let us j : 
both queftions in one. Whet are the obj a 
‘ De. jects of 
our fenfations, but thofe very fenfations theme 
felves ? This queflion propofed thus fomewhat 
lefs juglingly, implies gr fuppofes the truth of 
this propofition, Our fenfations bave no ob. 
jeehs axifting witbaut the mind : whichisreally 
the whole point in controverfy. And to take 
this for granted, is ta beg the thing to be 
proyed; of to fuppofe the debate at an end, 
Thofe maugtains, rivers, houfes, we all fup- 
pofe to exift without the mind ; and although 
we fhould be wrong, it remains to prove that 
we are wrong, that being the whole of the 
difpute. To affirm this, or aff if it be not 
fo, will never do any thing, We may far- 
ther add, fince he gllows obje@s perceived by 
fenfe in this query, that /enjations cannot be 
objects to. themfelyes: a fenfation may be- 
come the odjeé# of a reflex act of the mind 
upon it; and it can become an object to 
the mind in no other manner. But when 
a fenfation thus becomes the objeét of a po- 
fterior perception, it is not the object to it- 


felf(z). Whena man beholds the saa 
re) 


(n) At this rate we muft fay, that brutes have no vi 
je 


WD 
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of the blaod, by the help of 4 micrafcope, 
he doth nat admire his own firnple pexcrps 
tien, more than when he beholds.a pebble ; 
but fomething which. he thinks. at-leaft, the 
caufe and objec? of it. We might as well 
fay, when a man. laughe at fame ridiculous 
thing, he laughs at his own laughter only, 
However, we may anfwer the. queftion ca~ 
tegorically: That thefe forementioned ob- 
jeéts, [rivers, houfes, mountaing,] are. tle 
very things we perceive by fenfe. This is 
&@ proper anfwer: enough to fuch.a.quettion 
and we may add, . that thefe odyef#s excite 
fenfations in the mind, by motion,+or act. 
ing on the organs; whether by- reflecting 
the rays of light, by raifing am undulatign 
in the air, by immediate contact,: &c. and 
this motion is propagated by the nerves to 
the brain, whese the foul (there prefent) is 
apprized of them thus acting. Now, -it is 
no matter whether what we fay be true or 
mot; though it.be only a conjecture formed 
at random, if it affigns to fenfations their 


jes of their fenfations, fince fenfations cannot be ob- 
je& to themfelves; for they make no reflex aéts of the 
mind, and thete are no material objects from without, 
according to this fcheme, 


diftin& 
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968 DeauBarkcley’Johageaxamined, 
Aihtings objedte, without ».coxtradictien in 
ters: this puts D. B. to thetrouble of an. 
other demanfiration, as.much as if it were 

the nashitafacinns obtains... i 
XIIL His fecond queftion is, And what I 
bray yeudawe perceive, befides our own ideas 
and. feufations®: A confiftent anfwer to this 
follows from what was faid juft now. We 
perceive, | befides our fenfations them{clves, 
the. ajec#s of them ; or we perceive objedts 
exifting from without, by the mediation of 
{enfation, or. motion produced; fince we are 
conscioug.not anly of fenfation excited, but 
that it is. excited by fome canfe befides our- 
felyes; for we fuffer it, often again our 
will. Thig caufe we call matter: and D. B. 
fays it is Gad Almighty. Hitherto there .is no 
contradi@tion. He fays it is one thing, and we 
fay it is auother : and fo far he hath no rea- 
fon to fay we contradict ourfelves, more than 
we have to fay the fame of him: nay nor fo 
much. It is pleafant to obferve D. B.’s ad~ 
drefs: he would have us to allow that matter 
is a fenfation; or that our fenfations are the 
fame thing with their objects, which being 
the thing in debate, is (till begging the ar- 
gument, 
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murient, by ani sl queftion: So tid 
Eiger prowe dha, alias ina nighe 
wore: groping out:his way, with teng pote 
in his hand, and felt fomething reAft 4, 
which made him turn another: way, left he | 
fhould run his:head againft the wall;*fovhe 
might prove, E fay, that it were: Contras 
diétion for the man to fay, there wds any 
thing there, befides the-pole: itfelfy by: zdis 
fame query——For what, Lpray you, fays 
he, do you perceive, befides the»pole im your 
own hand ?): 7 Lier eh te ad 
pc Lad Olas gery bets eae reo 

. XIV. We may here again obferve;sas “iy 
N° 8. that this queryof D. By’ seafily turns 
againft himfelf, . We fay, *thatwhich excites 
fenfations in ussis generally: the objects'of 
thofe fenfations;'exifting from without: an= 
lefs in the ‘inftances of dreams and phiten> 
fies, im which there és {till a ‘manifett:dift 
fesence. from ordinary fenfation, > He ‘fays, 
God, who is not:the objeé&. dfour fenfatis 
ans; is the immediate caufe of them: Hoy 
doth hie difprove what we affert? “Thus. 
Vou: perocive aothing hat your perceptions. 
The caufe of your perceptions, which yoo 
affign, is not your. perceptions themfelves. 
ss eS There- 


5 
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930 DeaseRaskelay’ ' 
ct foneyom fo hot far this peal 
pt got-pabes inant Ot! ally dina of 
fine thingwith thofe tryper ceptions — — 
the fap damental zeafomief :this inkeresice 
perceptionss  But:Du B, déch not pesteive 
any thing but his: asymparceptions, » tore 


oe 
ie, 


ing it the fame thing with thei ve 

ceptions themfelves ; 8 God, ng re 
perceived; cither is mop Gréabut.e vety per- 
ception in.the\misdof map: A4ht. b/afphe 
aniak Andi¢hus-bis owe argument ‘ill cxr 
terminates out off natuse, any othee:canic.of 
perception! hie pleafts.s9'pitsh upon. bic ays, 
natty fheing ance ‘expelled. out of: nature, 
drags: with: it, Cle. Tas tome, matter is but 4 
eoptingent {ubftance in mabuce ; : bus being 
oncerexpelled out of matneoy: it deags most 
alotig withiit,. in his method of seafoning, 
thahthedsaware of: aid itdoags bel af all 
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pono WO coidigiffoyaine oF east 
“XV! The lait queftion in this demanttra- 
fon, and which he defigned fhould carry 
home the conviction of the whole, is, And 
is it not plainly repugnant, that gny of theft 
[ideas] or any combinutron of thesp, fhould ex- 
sft unperceiped ? Here you fee,“ he prefames 
you have ee him, rie > = 
laft query, that Jenjatiogs and t eir dbjects 
ait din Da ad ewe ateae 
on, his argument indeed is vonclufive.:. but 
if you are not thus far complaifaas,.) he is 
ata lof. And fd anfwer, Onr s#us furely: 
cannot exift without the: mind :" but ‘theit 
objetts may; and do.” And they’are"nitl 
fenfible objects, though they fll not yndey 
the feafes, at all, timey and in all places: 
3. ¢. though they are not sbjatted to the enfe, 
in places where they are not; and at! timies 
when our fenfes are not direGted tothe plates 
‘where they are. With 'refpedt'to sis ob: 
fervable, that he hath another very fort way 
of demonitrating bis main point, He fuppaes 
that the term {toce#] bath the Saaneimport, 
‘when ‘applicd toicarportal things; ias to be 
Percetvedyo) : aflerting (frongly indeed) that 

- Misys fobs IUl BM od gti.ts “Tt 


{¢) in the Cyclopedia, loc. citat, 


- This appears 
‘from 
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it is otherwife unintelligible. Whence 

clearly follows; Matter thd is nog pani 
ed, 


from the meaning of the term exift, when applied 
fible things. Thus, the table write on exifts: vipe? 
fee and feel it.———But the exiftence of unthinkin 
Beings, without any relation to their being ae 

i . perceived, 3B 
unintelligible: their «fe is peripi 

One cannot well pafs by the argument here, withour 
enquiring a little into the reafonablenefsof it. ‘This pro- 
pofition [their e/fe is percipi] is deliveted with the air of 
an axiom ; but if it be, it is incumbent on the Auther, 1 
think (who feems to be the firft that difcovered it) to 
fhew the neceflary connexion between the terms 4/¢ and 
percipi, in it. It cannot be faid to be felf-wvident, on 
which account certain propofitions were firlt called axi- 
oms; fince others cannot find out the /df-evidence, or 
even the truth of it. We fay indeed with refpe& to the 
Deity, his eff is exiflere, becaufe neceffary exiftence be- 
longs to his nature; but no body allows that to be per- 
ceived belongs to the ¢/fe or nature of matter; fo that 
this axiom appears to me, after the exaCteft enquiry J am 
able to make, to be fuch an axiom as begs the queftion- 

He argues from the meaning of the word [exif] that, 
when fpoken of material things, it is the fame as te 
perceived; but who befides the Author himfelf, hath af- 
fixed this meaning to that term? Is it the common %- 
ceptation of the word, when applied to material things? 
Hath he the Philofophers, or even the vulggr on his fide 


in this, as he feems to infinuate elfewhere? Pythage 
afte 
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Pi doth 20¢ exif 1, Bat the wdxtifcer feems: 
to.underftand that bis goals exit all the i inet 
termediate: 


alerted that the ‘earth’ was s [pher ical, and habitable qile, 
[——yi, % aotyy edaugondi, 4, ee 
erin: 5 2, cislinedes ' ‘te mya Molto, éxeivors dia. 
Dieg. Laert.] But he did not mean that the pars 
did.not exif becaufe he did not perscive, i.e. bear and i 
fethem; as he. muf; have done acgording to our Au. 
thor’s acceptation of the word. Agajn, Virgil fays, - 

Eft in feceffu lenge locus: infula portum———. 

He doth not mean that the place he defcribes did not ex-- 

ify _becaufe he was not there at the time ta Jpak upon, ox; 
perceive it. If it fhould be faid, that Pythageras, os, 
Virgil, did not {peak philofophically ; we may be fure. at. 

keaft that they {poke common fenfe; and as all men have; 
fpoke both fince, and before. Which fhews his fenfe.of, 
the term to be quite new. , 

Moreover, what reafon can be affigned why the exi-" 
fence of matter fhould be confined to the being perceiued, 
more than the exiftenca of ather fubftance? If the rea-. 
fon of the Author’s affertion be, That what is not per-. 
Ceived, neither Ly it/elf, nox any other, thing, doth not. 
exit, then any other fubftance (the buman foul, wv. g.). 
if it doth not always perceive itfelf, -muft have intervals 
of non-exiftence, as it ceafes to perceive itfelf, or other-: 
wife: at leaft: the Author fhould have praved that it a 
way! thinks, to fhew it has no paufes or blanks of exi- 
Reace. Ik is true, it must always think wponbis {cheme, 


ving no refrain or interruption frog, matter; but: 
Renal T then 
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274 Dean Berkeley's febems examined, 
termediate: time, after he lays them 

night, ‘till he takes chile again sd 
morning. ' And after this, it is unaccounte 
ble haw this Author could pretend (Set. 82.) 
that he doth not deny even corporeal fub> 
ftance, in the wigar fenje ; but only inert 
fenfelefs matter; as if the Artificer thought 
his tools were artful, fenfible matter ;. or 
difappeared when he hed‘ them not in his 
hands ; or even then, were nothing but the 
ideas of inftruments in the sdegs of his hands, 


then he will have a difficulty to explain, how it could 
be fo affe&ted without matter, as to make this appear 
doubtful. I might take notice of the variation and pre- 
portion of exiftence, (fo to fpeak) the rifing and falling 
of it, upon his fcheme : for inftance, The Table I wrke 
on, when I do not perceive it, doth not exift; but whea 
I fit down to write on it, it comes again inte exiftence. 
If another perfon perceives it along with me, muf k 
have a double exiftence? And if three of us fit at it, mut 
jts exiftence be three times greater, than if I looked at 
it alone? And, lattly, if it were true that being percetv- 
ed conftituted the exiftence of matter, and all created 
fubflance, the Infinite Mind perceives them without i- 
termiffion; and this will conftitute the continued ex- 
iftence of matter upon his own principles, Ithink ; u- 
Jef he would fay that matter ¢xif?s continually, as he 
Deity perceives it, and doth nat exif? continually, 38 © 
ther Beings do not perceive it. * All 
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Ai} this thetreads'in the’ following childs ip 
fapbifin' jen nfible’ things are’ but ‘the objeéts 

gfe. Whenever ‘they: aré' not the obje&s 
of fenfe,"' they are''no longer fen, ble things, 
Bheichore; whet they are'not ‘the objects of, 
fenfé, ‘or not perceived, they are not.’ But 
would not BD: B. “allow his out to be a 
coimbuftible thing; unlefS it were actually on 
fire? He'might, ‘with equal force of reafon 
prove, that unless 3 it were in flame, it were 
* beisfe at all. 
“-X¥VIL This is his PSE 
may farther ob{etve’ that it doth no ‘great Me 
neur to this new fcheme, nor thofe who pre- 
tend to admire it, that it forces the Aughoo, 
te.dufpect, that even Mathematicks may not 
be wery found knowledge at the bottom. Tp 
Bee. 118. he fays, ' “ To be plaitf we faf- 
“ peé& the Mathematicjansarg no lefs deep-_ 
** lyconcerned, than other menin the errors, 
“* arifing from abftragt general ideas, and the, 
* exiftence of objects without the mind.’?. 
And ig Se@, 119. he ye the theorems in: 
Aridhutetick are dificiles . A manought 
wey a vaft deal of “and to have ob- 
liged the world with furprifing difcoveries, to 
Ta juftly 
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378 Dea Berkeley’ fehaaensami 
juntify, his, - ing A ad 
ra aero te 

its. And at ppv givg ad opini 


re Wine whet 
* can aes if Rofl Hey utd, Of & 
‘© figure, or a motion, or a gal (As 

** exift without the mind, or ur Oh 


#*. This galy trial may pgthaps make you fee 
‘ ‘tbat, wat yen.ceruenAL fag in.p devaright, 


{p) D, B. hath perplexed himfelf about the fenfible 
qualities: of bodies; ' and ‘infille saucl Upon it ad 4 o- 
monftyation of the. non-exiftence.of matter, beciade’ 
‘thefe qualities cannot exit withoeut.she mind, But be 
might baye ved that heat, fox jnftance, is an opei- 

vocal word; and say cither ftand for x> 
cited in the mind, or the q ig exte bodic:, 
railing, that fenfation. It'is very wifling, becaufe the 
fA cannot. exift without the mind, ‘to infer that the 
laft'cannot s\\tp conclude, that becaute fonfation in not’ 
imithe fises. there: is no quality in it.te rail. fenfagion. is 
a. fenfitive Being. - Here figure.and mstien, are nisely 
Fylde rt Rs 
hes ofa diferent a ea die bs 


*: a | 
«a contr 
weer ae | = 
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Spas sapset peter dvhcobick fron’ - 7 


eee that I'am ooh 

crit tb ' Whole YpontHis iffue 4 

abs Signe! aa 
fubttahice ori ¢ 


ws hg beer hekeberonded 
Pind nd idea, ave fuppofed /pecits 
marsh bere ‘cafe he'if véty tafe] 
e aly thidg Wke: an idea;'/to exit | mf 
98 Scher ways! tHai in 4 iti peroetving’ 
mT fhail readily ’give lip the cdute. “And as 
Mot all the'eompages of extethal’boidies 
‘Conteh For, 1 (Hall grate youlits exiftence's 
 iPhough you ‘cin Heithe? give ime ahy'reat 
“fon why youlBéliéve itexifts; ‘nidr ‘alligh 
© hing die For-Iy wher ita fuppoled to x 
tii! ‘iT bay! the bare Pep lity of yout-o- 
biipinion’s eid tric, /thall pats ‘for’ ah 
ie “grgamettt that it 49 fornia Lit This is vel 
WY Glerfin | “Whinan that “is"fo  generoirs 
haPhicey te WonderfallYfebute ‘oF his cam 
‘eur: ° yest MiG een a ho. 


Bails» cae a fe a 

~~ MV. ‘Bot welakobiin at hisword: Hav- 
Tog thewn! chit His detontttation doth wot 
tern nde ; aan nee? a that 


’ 


ompages “of externa bodiés may 
exif wee the mind, and no ways ip if; 
e v } oy <i 3 the 


e450 


he argument is at end with bim(9).. Ne 
aman can yer be Griouly pafoadedy sha 
this, Author's fgheme. is true in fadt, let him 
1ulf she utmaft.violence poGible t his reafon. 
“The thing itGlf is of fuch a napare, theeit 
itrary ftom being a downright: contradjthign, 
‘as he fays, And it is wongerful that he fyould 
‘be (0 peremptory in diregt oppolition tp, the 
fenfe of mankind, , However we Oya gp on 
to thew, in confequence of what was (gid in 
N° 6. how poftible matter is;.and thas there 
is all the evidence for the real exiftence, of it, 
that the nature of things cap, admis, of, un 
lefs we will reqpire the contradiciog these 
named to be proved. And. firft, ; if martes 
had not been poffjble at leaft,.n0 man would 
ever have had any idea of it at all. Tomi 
the reafon of this before given, ; (N° 6.) tet 
ug confider that whatever part of an ides ip 
not perceived, is x0 part of it; its ¢/fe is really 

(q) It is to no purpofe to infift longer on any chislg 
contained in his Book. It will all be found to bea re- 
petitian of this fyppofed demonftration. He carps very 

ch in his Introduétion at abftraét ideas; but tbe ule 
fulnefs and neceffity of them is never a whit the lef 5 ¢ 
remarkable enough inftance of which will appear = 


by psa perc ipi, 
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ipi.. (See D. B.'s Princtples, Se. 1 32. 
ga:alfo his Opticks.) A part. of _@ perception 
nat perceived, isa contradiction indeed, being 
a part of it that is 20 part of it. Confequently 
apart lefs than the minimum Senpile (fee 23 
gain Sect, 127.) is no part of it, or nothing, 
Therefore in the idea of a folid;inch of mat- 
ter, v. g. there is no part that might be ex- 
peefled by thisnumber 1,000,900,000,000 
in the denominatar,; having unit for its nus 
merator, (or we may make the number great- 
er, for thofe who have very gaod eyes) fuch 
a part being lefs than the minimum fenfibile : 
os {uch a part is nothing at all. But jf there 
be no fuch part; or if the million-millionth 
part is precifely nothing; the whole idea is 
made up of a million of million of no ideas: 
oc the whole idea is no idea. For undoubt- 
edly, a million or any number of nothings, 
will never make fomething: nor will any 
number of negations of an idea, ever make 
areal idea. Two, ten, a hundred, &c. nea 
&etsons of a thing, will never amount to the 
thing itfelf. Thus unlefs a real, falid, figire 
Subtance, were at leaft poffible to exit 
Without the mind, fuch a ‘part of which 
Would be a real’ part, of thé fame nature 


T4 “witb. 
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gfe D ean Barksehey'v feBbgnwtcamined, 


“with the: witsie, “our Fed | 6F-the: whok 


Neceflaty-to 

perceive nok ‘mabteris wit, 

‘thor dothvgty explicitly atte 

“on-of idegsy'to' which? hebis-fadh an’ may 
~would’ have ben °ofiufe hos ber nl 
fame: may be: fhewn ‘goncerning tie ie 
-of ‘motion reGhtance, scighty to. "We donot 

deve terefftance ofa atom; therefore 
Ceue hovfictceive that ofa eantion-ball: 
for the Jaftis tut: (0 nialty‘tinaps the firt 
vAnd if the firft be nothing; fo many tices 
‘nto perception will-never make ‘perception. 
‘Again, ‘we have no fenfo ofa mation ¢x 
“tremely: flow, or extremely: (wift : therefore 
-faich'motions are riot,’ We have no percep- 
tion ‘of the ‘motion of ‘the index or hour 
thénd of a clocks and yet ed aa 
fo" sacs 6 times aac ee ert 
é 0 Here we ar rae the Abetsia of 
this fcheme, why our ideas ber pefoting al 
other things, as well gs 4 ur es 
pecking to.thofe in the rnc 
> mos viny” 

= Mt me Se f “doo, 
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Sas gy ta foouin inconechi i bie O81 
ception, ! yin ref pect to the “Schite Nau 


ae ic res wih w\ as 
wpe f fii O38 
(s) Wer may ‘draw ee from the a en 


\Dhae our pettpion yeu 
ae!parts\or ate indivifible’s ahd particadar. 
de8'0r spereeptions of divifible, wantepi df 
stifles ndtv file; ‘withdut parts or hase 
thin the thillioh“thittionth patt of ‘the 
tiont Lifer bees ‘Yong“would’be fom mete 
‘ekoud by the terths. "Arid ¥6 From this again’ i Wit 
tliat'the:percipient Betig in'\as i'ma) mathir ; eeliste’¥e 
Sab peteeptions’of Hebigth, breaitth, 'Agiiré, Wate i 
ristérial “fullRance; ‘they Vbould ieceffarity have ‘Yimen- 
‘sins, “Fo flich ideas! OF fifares Would be Hey" altect. 
(hs, “br diddificiticns' OF Hatter"but' alt alFeeitoH oor 
‘Thadifidatioris'of ‘taittért? Atif be inherent HEHE 
‘ter Whiole* thodificatiois éiey ate." And ifthe Bei 
‘tion oF idea of a figure?! Be inherent modification, i 


afebtiteof thier’ Me ig hae ft miuft “inbore Snel 
‘mdthhr ‘pebcipibinlef77: deb beret bate ‘equal fiper fiiper: 
‘out dulnay ‘And; Feond Seed 
pratense i mee an 
thing Wh was aid ig Sean. ofa. “Tak the ipl Hath 
07 ‘tsa lee indies ble Jub flange atthe ant 
ff 2 Ethink, ‘that | hd a fhe er ciplent ¢ Fa any part 
‘e fer npetcipieiig tha cute pot’ ba ‘he “nd 
\pite’ i ACEH riche ing.) rea the foul 


ek pt ‘an d Yer it ceptions be wi ut parts, 
Wwe’ fay chat ‘ie bath: yo parti. If the fou!’ Were ex- 
tended’as tater is,* certainly ‘our perceptions s would be 

extended, 


‘ Sialic dus} 
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hed Peanterkoley. Me hetmg axcasmined, 


"xy, Aen, yews, i, 
Se. are either Prope ties inherin ing ip yon 


with od) mort 


auch pee 
ceived, 9 any parts, and that by.the terms. being par 
of the pergeption. . And laftly, from this corallary, afk 
the following queftion ; If the fagulty of imagination re- 


ception is, not itfelf a pidture, but undoubtedly it a th, 
perception of a picture fomewhere lodged. And if this 
be fo; imagination, as it is the perception of a picture, 
fhews not only that the foul is immaferial, 4a that it 
is united toa material fenfory, where the pidture is is ity 
preffed, ‘and to which it applies for the perception of 
it; or that matter exifts. How far this argument is 
applicable to overturn D. B.’s fcheme the Intelligent 
will determine; but Cartes himfelf, who, it may be 
prefumed, fhewed D. B. the way of calling material 
fubftance in queftion, fays—Nam attentins con fidecants 
quidnam fit imaginatio, nihil aliud effe apparet quam qua 
dam applicatio facultatis cognofcitive ad corpus ipf intial 
prafens [the fenfory] ac proinde exiftens, Meditat. 6- 
fubftance 5 
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A nw and fhene anconcly five 2 43 
SybGgnces, ar fubftanes itfelf (ther thing, to 
ayit,!.da. which properties inhere,,,. wghich we 
cay and.nust call fubftance:) if hey. are 
Sabftanae,, alidity and Agure will, prove, p 
foltd, .fgyred fabGance upon us, Hf they aug 
oly. propesties,..they: arg cithen properties of 
four ideas, on not. if they arg, then qur, ideas 
ace fubpance, with relpett to thele praperties 
or the thing in which they inhere ; and there 
foie folid,; figured, fubfances, z Ail j that 
barb salidity, igure, &¢.as propestics bglong- 
ing 0.81, af. predicable.congerning it, appt 
hele folid, figured thing, But that-our. ideas 
‘fo furh, as upon this {cheme they 
faut ihe, is monfizous, At leatt therefore,.a 
fgbRaack muft be: poflible, of which thefe 
eect aan 
Pe at asomething. ,4ind i it be allow 

Ae derae exit now ; of, that the 
thing exifts to whjgh they belong ;, they will 
infer not only the poffbility, but the gual 


exifience of matter, - Pied 


-. XUX,, Again, all geometry is convgrfant 
about guantity. If there be nothing that can 
be called guantum ip nature, or without the 
Mind; nothing to which quantity is appli- 

BY bis ba cable ; 
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‘éabley" ties we havea dody-of figh a 
3-and ita rete 
Burm ‘eternal aa indchtuble 


asifid Mitin — I 
: sehbat Ser in a 


“ble of ile Ge 
fit.) Qui are not ity wre that 
would ones 


fis thaititained itr this cof an ultérsount 
of extenfion in rerum Batra. And if we allow 
exterifion, why not'sn ‘extended fubffancet 
“They are only ideas of quantity; and tho 
‘truths are purely demonstrable of the wbjets 
of duidéas. Nomatilever reer 
‘thought 5a Prericaljor terangular per 

thé evil ot tangent oF a oka pould bela 
newimbhiter in fcience: Where will thefeab- 
furdities end? Nothing éver expofed med fo 
much as this late {pecies of Scepticifiar.-“It is 
a wonder it fhould find admirers; and among 
Mathematicians! For upon this’ ‘fchenhe the 
object of their whole fcience i is ike 
ally univerfal and abftract. © ball 


XX. - she 
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itetah ne. Ceo ie eet 
: Es Manian What a oe —) hy 
wledge haye we.cgncerning ¢ gan 
wie pit ity, or, pdy? The feck of bor, 
digg againft cach other, particularly pfielay, 
fic Sadies; thejr perpendicular and inclinad, 
feents ; their, motion, circular, of ip other, 
es; their. centrifugal forces; these pepter's; 
gravity, ofillatign or percufijon?, What 
fine, and furprifing theorems, concerning. 
ies moving in, , or fupported by Autds 2, 
Thefe truths have fill nothing for their obp, 
jet, Que jdeas are, pot beauy, refifly 
iecfile, fluids capable of being compre/- 
pig dilated; haye nig properties of inflexés, 
 refraétion, §$¢.. To allow that gyr iz 
had any,of thefe properties, would be, 
to allow. therp to, be folid, refitting, § 
ed, djyifible things. And to fay it is im~ 
fiibje there can, be apy fubjlance of which 
ref are, properties; or to doubt only of 
ig, i5,t2, doubt if feveral ufefal truths 
may ia foynd opt, and demonftrations 
en, about nothing... Let me atk, what; 
Kio ‘of piloenby vou fuch, propeGtions 
a6.thele make, the centrifugal forces of 
two equal ideas, revolving in the, fame time, 


ae oS ip 


-~ 
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in unequal ideas, are as their diftances 
from the centers of thefe ideas? Or, the 
volumes of compreffed ideas, are reciprocal- 
ly as the weights of the fuperincumbent i- 
deas? Os, the fpaces run over by an idea, 
falling by its own gravity, are as the fquares 
of the times? This would ftill run more od- 
ly if dreffed entirely in the language of this 
hypothefis,¢hus: The ideas of the {paces 
run over’ by an idea, falling by the idea of its 
own gravity, are as the ideas of the {quares 
of the zdeas of the times: . for here all muft 
be expreffed by zdea, their objects being im- 
poffible. “Thefe are’ fhocking to the laft 
degree. It is no wonder that the men who 
broach this fcheme,’ fhould bear a grudge 
to Mathematicks. They are diametrically 
oppofite to each other: and if there be a- 
ny truth in that fcience,; this muft fall. Or 
rather we may afk univerfally, the parti- 
culars in N° 8. and 14. being alfo taken 
into confideration, what philofophy thefe 
men would retain ; or what kind of know- 
ledge would they leave to be purfued ? ‘In- 
deed what throws us into general and un- 
bounded Scepticifm, mutt ftrike at the roots 
of all fcience, 

2 XXI. But 


~ 
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XXJ. But it will be faid could not God 
Almighty have excited all thefe ideas in fepa- 
rate {pirits, and made them capable to invef- 
tigate thefe properties of a folid, extended 
fubftance, which never actually exifted? To 
this it is anfwered, that indeed thefe truths 
concerning a /folid extended fubftance, were 
eternally in the Divine Intellect, before fuch 
fubftance exifted : but then furely they were 
truths only, with regard to that /ub/fance 
itfelf, and not with refpect tozmmaterial /ub- 
france; unlefswe thould fay that the real pro- 
perties of matter, were applicable to, and 
true concerning a fubftance not matter, Thus, 
even Infinite Power could not prompt us 
with thefe ideas in refpeét of any thing but 
what we believe to be the odjec#s of them, 
not of our ideas themfelves. Which, by the 
way, realizes our knowledge and philofophy ae 
bout material things more than it is of late 
Safbionable ta follow (t.) 


XXII. This 

(t) Tbeg that the following axiom of Des Cartes may 
be confidered in this view, and it feems to me nothing 
needs be more evident. Axiom. 5. Unde etiam fequitur 
realitatem objeétivam idearum noftrarum requirere caufamy 
i” gud eadem ipfa realitas nen tantum objeltivé, fed fora 
maliter 
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_ XXII. ‘This being foy she next quettion 
is, Whether God Almighty (2 Being of ing- 
nite veracity) would have made it neceflary 
for all thofe feparate fpirits (whom we call 
meg) to purfue and attain a knowledge, lef 
or more, or at leaft an experience, of the na- 
ture of a /ubfance which no way exifted, as 
fancying that a great part of their eafe and 
comfort depended upon ¢his; and have fo 
conftituted them, that all. of this {pecies of 
Beings in the warld, not excepting one, are 
verily perfuaded, that they are continually 
converfant with this fubftanée, and that it 
enters into the compofition: the gueflion is, 
I fay, Whether this Being could have per- 
formed fuch a conftant and univerfal piece of 
juggling (u)? If it could anfwer a good and 

wife 


maliter vel eminenter contineatur. Notandimque hi ax 
joma tam necefjurio ee admittendum, ut ub ipfo uno an- 
nium rerum tam fenfibilium, quam infenfibilium cogntie 
dipendeat. 

(u) It is extremely abfurd to fuppofe that God Al- 
mighty fhould have given us fo coftly an apparatus of 
fenfes, as Anatomy difcovers ours to be, efpecially of fee 
ing and hearing; made us capable of inveftigating the 


nethod of fenfation; of fecing the contri- 
nature and me 5 g cane 
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wife end, that this fubftance fhould exift ; 
why doth it not exi/t? If otherwife ; why make 
us believe a thing exi/ts, whofe real exiftence 
could have anfwered no good and wife end? 
Can, any fuppofition lay God under a ne- 
ceflity of conftantly deceiving his creatures? 
and his rational creatures too? Will not fuch 
a fuppofition’ contradict his reafon and his 
truth? This will have all the force of a juft 


vance and wifdom, and the relation between the objec? 
and the faculty; and all defigned only to mifguide and 
deceive us, as if thcfe were to be the organs for com- 
municating the ation of external objects, when in truth 
there is no fuch thing. This in the language of the pre- 
fent fcepticifm is, ‘That God excites in us (or rather leaves 
us to inveftigate) certain wonderful ideas [of eyes and 
ears] for the reception of other ideas, [mmen, houfes, ani- 
mals, &£c.] which we are incapable of receiving by the 
ordinary manner, if thefe firft ideas are any way difor- 
dered. And all theart and experience men have acquir- 
ed, to procure themfelves cafe and relief from fuch dif- 
orders, is only at the bottom helping an idea that is d/- 
Stempereds «mere juggle (as I {uid ) played upon us by the 
Author of our nature. Let me fuppofe that the Deity 
him(elf poffefled us with a notion, that our bodies were 
Made of China-ware or Glafs, (vel caput habere fittile, 
Vel totos efJe cucurbitas, vel ex vitro confiatos, as Carts 
fays) and then afk, If that would be a greater impotture, 
ithe prefent, on our Author’s {cheme ? 


Vou. Il. U demon- 
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demonftration to fober men. Befides, fince 
no man can be certain of the exiftence of 
other men, upon this fcheme, and fince x 
is faid that God excites in us all the ideas, 
which we fancy are excited by bodies; we 
mutt fay that, when we think weare tempted 
by other men, to commit an unjuff or im- 
moral ation, God immediately tempts us: 
and this, not only by exciting the ideas of 
the perfuafives in the temptation (of the 
words and actions, to wit, which are nothing 
external ;) but in formally contriving, and 
fuggefhing the obliquity of the fin we are 
tempted to; for, as hath been faid, taking 
away the exiftence of their bodies, there is no 
kind of evidence left for the exiftence of the 
fouls of men, who by the abufe of their free- 
dom might tempt us. They who allow God 
to be a Deceiver as to the firft, can make po 
{cruple of fuppofing him to impofe on us in 
the laft. I might mention the influence of 
this new refinement on the lives and praCtices 
of men. Though the obliquity of aCtions rifes 
from the wili; he who thinks theft, murder, 
or adultery, nothing real beyond bare idea, 
and that for ought he knows, he injures # 
body, will be furely under lefs reftraint to er 
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isfy his jnclinations of any kind. I might alfo 
mention the dire& tendency of this invprove~ 
ment to Atheifm. Men will hardly allow 
the. exciting iltufory ideas in our minds, of 
beauty and-order, which nowhere really exift, 
fuch a proof of the power and wifdom of 
God, as an a@ually exifting frame of mate- 
rial nature, where the grandeur, harwony, 
and proportion is permanentand real, exifting 
from without, as well when we turn ove 
thoughts from, as toit. And indeed it is not 
for take away the exifience of the material 
Univerfe, and all the furprifing fcene of Pro- 
vidence difcovered above, Seét. H. Vol. I. 
where the God of nature by real power ex 
erted, conftantly preferves the world, and in- 
fluences every particle and afom of this fub- 
fiance, by inceffant various, wonderful im- 
pulfe, ends ina dream and chimera. In that 
cafe no power could be exerted but to delude 
us. How could we-believe the abilities of a 
Being, who was forced to have: recourfe to 
® deceit, to raife in us a notion of them? 
Or what opinion mutt we have of his wif- 
dom and addrefs, when we ourfelves can de- 
tet the impofture? How much better is it 
* otherwife ordered! We cannot convince 

U2 God 
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God of a ke’; not fhall we be able xan. 
State today, he deceived us im thés.;-What 
a noble {chool.is the frame of ‘nature, -where 


we {2g the Creator’s mightypower pat forth 
in conftantly moving dnd regularly direGtiing, 
the vaft, unweildy bulks-of dead matter ; 
where all the works are real, nothing phan- 
taftical! How would it grieve arational mind 
to,think that all this was performed in thew 
only; and our ignorance laid hold on to raife 
our amazement! Doth it not appear that the 
good and wife end defigned, and in fome 
meafure attained bythe real exiftence of the 
material world, is to train us rational Beings 
up to the knowledge of the perfections of 
the Deity, in a way adapted to our nature 
and capacities ? 


XXIII. Now to return to where we be- 
gan, Matter is pofible, as hath been thewao 
juft before; but not neceffary, as hath been 
alfo thewn: What kind of evidence, or de- 
monftration then, would we have for the 
exiftence of fuch a fubftance, which we have 
not? In reafon and philofophy, its exiftence 
fhould be known from the effeé#s it produces, 
or the perceptions it excites in us, and the 

3 perfections 
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porfections of that Being, who conttituted it 
and our nature fuch, that it fhould a, and 
wo'perceive it acting. To expect we fhould 
know jt without fenfation, is to demand a 
proof of its exiftence, inconfiftent with the 
yery:idea we have of it. To infift that its ex- 
iftence fhould be inveftigable by abftract no- 
tions,» though we get our. ideas originally 
from fenfe, by which matter mutt firft enter, 
fs to’ thew a great unfeilfulne/s(v), ora fixed 
refolution to doubt; ‘it is to fuppofe it a ne. 
ceffary, and not a contingent Being. Its ex- 
iftence hath no eternal neceflary properties 
belonging to it; nor the exiftence of any. 
thing fave the Deity. Therefore I conclude, 
that the knowledge of the exiftence of ex- 
ternal material objects, by fenfe, is certain 
knowledge, and the evidence as great, as pof- 
fibility, and the nature of things can admit 


(v) Mr. Ramjfay obferves well, La fource du Pyrrho- 
nifine vient de ce que lon ne diftingue pas entre une de- 
monflration, une preuve, & une probabilite. Une demon- 
Stration Supprfe Pidee contrudictoire impoffible ; une prewve 
de fuit eft, ou toutes les raifons portent a croire, fans quit 
y ait aucun pretexte de douter ; une probabilite eff, ou les 
raifins de croire, font plus fortes, que celles de douter, 
‘T ravels of Cyrus, Book 6. in the Difpute between Py- 
thagoras and Anaximander. ; 


U 3 of; 
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of; and therefore, as great as the reafans 
foul (as fuch) can defire (x*.) ii 
SXIV, Before 


(x) Mr. Locke fays, (Book 4. chap. 2. fo&. 14) ** So 
** that, I think, we may add to the two former forts of 
*< knowledge, this alfo, of the exiftence of particular ex. 
** ternal objects, by that perception and confeioufaefs we 
“* have of the adtual entrance of ideas from them; and 
** allow thefe three degrees of knowledge, viz. Intuis 
§* tiwe, Demonftrative, and Senfitive; in cach of which 
“¢ there are different degrees and ways of evidence and 
** certainty.” See alfo chap. xi, of the fame Book. Mr. 
Ram/ay in the place juft now cited, fays,———-Fr creis 
gil y a des corps, non fur le temoignage dun feul, ni de 
plufeurs fans, mais fur le cynfentement umanine de tons 
les fens, dans tous les hommes, dans tous les tamps, & 
dans tous ks ligux. Or comme les ides univerfelles 9 imn 
muables nous tiennent liey de demonferations dans les {ci- 
ences, de meme V'uniformite continuelle, la liaifon conflante 
de nos fentiments, nous tiennent lieu de prewves, dorfglil 
sagit de faits. After this let me obferve, fince this 
{cheme denies the exiftence of matter, contrary to the 
teftimony of fenfe; and fince the Epicurean fcheme al- 
lows of nothing but matter, from the te/timony of fenfe, 
fetting the certainty of fenfe above that of reafon, (ke 
Lucr. lib. 1. ver. 420 & feg.) let me obferve, I fay, that 
jt is not eafy to conceive, how thefe twa fhould agree 
in this particular of the teftimony of fenfe; though it is 
obferved in the Cyclopedia, under the word [ fallacy] they 


do, Laftly, (fays the Author) “ Reafen cannot thew 
an ** pur 
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XXIV. Before we put an end to this Sec- 
tion, . it will not be amifs, in confequence 
of what has been faid Ne 1. to take fome 
farther notice of the ridiculous caufe that 
hath raifed all this doubting concerning the 
exiffence of the material world, and carried 
fome to deny directly the poffibility of any 
{uch thing ; viz. That we have no certainmark 
te know whether we are awake or afleep. This 
is what a man of plain, common fenfe would. 
langh at: only Philo/opbers think it enough 
toprove the world may be zothing rather than 
fomething. Inan objection made to Des Cartes 
concerning his doubting, the Odjeéfor readily 
grants, There is no mark to know which of 
“ our fenfes miftaken, fince all reafoning depends on pre- 
“6 yious fenfations; and the fenfes muft firft be true, 
‘6 before any reafoning founded thereon, be fo. Thus 
“* the Epicureans, whofe fyftem is ftrongly confirmed by 
“© what we have already laid down from D. B. concern 
“f ing the external world.”” Thefe two feem to me to 
@gree in nothing unlefs in perverting all true philofophy 
———Yet (fays the fame Author, under the word Ab- 
frraétion) has a Jate eminent and ingenious Author D. B. 
Centefted the reality of any fuch ideas [viz. abftraét] and 
one a good way towards overturning the whole fyftem, 
and Confequently towards fetting our philofophy on 2 

Rew footing. 
U4 the 
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the ftates we are in, and only finds fault 
with Cartes for publifhing, as a new method 
of doubting, that which Plato and others had 
broached long before him (y): which, by: 
the way, is a ftrange fort of an obje@tion:! 
The inconfiftency of this doubt; or this qae- 
ftion, is plain, I think, in that no man 

a right to make it, but he who hath expe-. 
rience of both the different ftates.. If hé ‘has: 
only been in one of them, he can’ know-ne: 
difference, and therefore’ be in nodoubt's ' and: 
if he has been in both, and remiemhbers a'difJ 
ference, he muft know it; anid’ therefore: 
obliged to anfwer him@lf, ‘as having a'cdn-: 
{cious experience of the thing he deffres tobe 
informed in. Since fleep is a ftate ih which. 
the faculties of the foul are obftructed, or 
impeded, by the indifpofition of the matter 
of the body, efpecially memory ; fince this ig, 
fo, I fay, for a waking man to defire a mark 
or fign, whereby to know if he be awake, 
is as if he fhould defire another man to tell 


(y) Satis conflat ex iis que didta funt in bac Madita- 
tione [prima feil.] nullum effe xgiiguov, gue Jonsria nofira 
a vigilia, (F fenfione verd dignofcantur 5 ——wurite- 
tem hujus meditationis agnofiimus. Sed quaniam de oe. 


dem incertitudine fenfibilium difputavit Plato, Ge. hi 
im, 
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him, Whether he hath the powers of bis foul 
at liberty or not ? which he himfelfcan know 
beft.: : The foul hath not fome powers to be 
impeded, and other powers of the fame kind 
to remain ftill free; it fhould then have two 
confciaufneffes ; therefore it is improper toafk, 
if a fleeping man aan have a mark to know 
whether he fleeps? nor is it lefs improper for 
a waking man to afk a mark to know if he 
be awake. In the fir ca/a, there is a want 
of. con{cioyfneGs of the ftate we are in; and. 
in the fecand, a con{cioufnefs that we are not 
in. the fr/f fate: what doubt can there then: 
remain here? If the powers of the foul were’ 
not impeded in fleep, that ftate would not 
differ from being awake, except in the indif- 
pofition of the body: but fince it differs fo 
widely otherwife, who can be excufable in 
pretending not to’ know: the difference? At 
this rate, men might afk a fign to know, 
whether they are blind, or not, or how they 
can be certain that they are in their fober 
fenfes rather than mad (z);. and whether, 


when 


() Pyrrho indeed, and the Sceptics, feem to deny a 
difference between thefe two 


eee vow inset. 
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wheo they are confions of a thing, they 
w. ure ineithas son eeoleoms site.) 


tod 
but this, w9s £ » Lon kta t 
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Mra The argument in this paragraph, which ia faid not 


ground of doubting vanithes.0: Tt may, I ink, et 
bably fuppofed that Pleta, ‘and Cartes were awake; when. 
they prapafed this mice and phile/apbicad manner of doubt. 
ing; and that they ftarted it from fome experience of. 
the two different ftates, otherwife they we would nl fll aye 
doubted without reafon; and yet that very experience an- 
fwers the doubt. The doubt could never be greater than 
the experience on which it‘was founded :: If this experi- 
ence is fuppofed nothing, tha doubt becomes wotbing at 
the fame time; and the greater the experience is fupe 
pofed to be, the doubt becomes the 4/5; fince much 
experience of the difference ‘could beft teach them that 
difference, This, I prefume, makes the apgument ine 
telligible; and fhews the inconfifency of fuch doubting, 
if 2 man allows himfelf to be awake. And if he fays 
he dreams when he doubts thus, what be owns here al- 
fo anfwers itfelf; when he awakes, he will find it but 
adream. Befides, he owns the difference between dream- 
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KEY. T. F thedi fiom 
iy mind i are: two sin 
flecp- 


eal ? 3 1 ae m gis 2 
and not dreaming, and phe formeg, axgumnchhw® 
applicable. cli agile t 7? 
slowing the Scpticin tobe pulled ai a8 
¢. Uf ane fhould fay, <‘ I never dregmed jn ‘oy lies" 
i 7 come of ff ar afr this OF cea) bgt 
tyalop would be | haye for afking a denen ‘ie 
dreaming from not dreamnings, WRG be..Q8FeM 
Be pever dreamt in all his life? And if be faquid fey, 
Fd hed Auch » decom Jaf aight and waa xosily pers 
* fuaded of the real exiffence of the things feat; and 
“ why may not the things I fee and hearimow be as 
“ phantaftical as thele were?” Tanfwer, firft, he.isine 
capable of being fatiafied ; becan{s on his awn principles, 
he will fill have equal reafor to think any anfwer as phagy 
taftical a8 the perfou [or zather Odvlacmas, acconding to 
him) who gives him the anfwer: and therefore, as F @id 
in the beginning of the Section, he fhould for ever. hold 
his tongue, and doubt on in fence. When he defires fa- 
tisfaGtion, he fuppofes the reality of the thing he pretends 
to doubt of, This is always the fate of Scepticifm, And, 
fecondly, when he fays, ‘* He dreamed laft night, &c.” 
He owns he is awakened out of thet dream now, other- 
wife he could not perceive that itwas but a dream: Or 
elfe he muft allow he is till dreaming on; and, as! faid, 
whatever anfwer is madeto him mutt fill appear adream. 


he thould fay, ‘1 amp not certain whethex I ever eet 
‘6 
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« edig my life, ornot.” It is as if he fhould fay, “ Iam 
i, that ever was in a different ftate of 


fe from what I am in at prefent.™’ 
Le Seckeies ypsov Or Mark to ee 


ofthe Wo, fates he is in, w pahep i wag 
papok beanpbedcont tha gus bok 


phatase mr wget po 


peaked 


things real, he will need fatisfadtion ; and if he 
them plitledficel, rope orale 
rauch as all othr things. 1 Ina words; 


doubt; andif-he hath obferial a roto ‘he thould 
confider: that difference, ahd i obliged to anfwer himfelf; 
a3 having a.cen/cieus' experiendeof the thing be defires ta 
be informed of.’ For itiis mers humour, and in ¢ffe& ab- 
furdity, for aiman'to fay, §§ Inform me of a partieulary 
*¢ of which J have experience iamy own coniciouiaels 
** from.your experience of it in yours ;”” »fince felfcom- 
friaufuefs of what pafles in one’s own mind, ‘iy the loft 
appeal in all controverfy. 

From all this, it appears ftill more plain, I think, that 
Scepticifm, in any fhape that may be given it, is incon- 
fiftent with itfelf, in fuppofing the thing concerning which 
it pretends to’ doubt; ‘and scacnabcameiaia 
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reat difficulty pretended, is, How can we be 

fare that any thing exifis? All from N°.+ to 

2.4:-is-an anfwer to.this; to which let me 
add, that if we never dreamed in fleep, we. 
fhould not at all doubt of the exifence of the 
frame of nature. But have we lefs evidence 
now, than if all were a 4/ank then? Or cag 

the exiftence of the world depend upon the 

indifpofition of our bodies, or the differeng 

ftate of con{cioufnefs of our minds? Suppofe 

a whole nation of men fhould never dream, 

(fee N° 33. Note (¢) of the laft) and another 

nation never fleep, while we both fleep and 

have vifions in our fleep ;. can the fanding or 
falling of the fabrick of the univerfe-depend 
upon this diverfity? We {ee the heavens ree 
prefented in a pool of ftanding water, and i- 

mages reflected from a mirrour : is that hea- 


fign every way. Whence jt muft appear a very extraor- 
dinary attempt to endeavour to caife doubts, in fpite of 
the ab/urdities that atterid doubting, and to render truth 
fufpeG&ed without any ground. Though I were able to 
perplex plain and well-meaning men, by this fubtile kind 
of doubting; I muft be confcious to myfelf of a difin- 
Genuity and perverfenefs in the undertaking ; unlefs I al- 
fo thewed them a way how to get free of fuch puzzling 
obi, ~ : 


ven, 


2698 


308 DeaeBerkeley's {ema eomined 
vex, or the objects of these. images lefe. 
hecaufe the fars are made appear ponte, 
ground; og men, tress, boule, repgelgnted 
ot hanging above us? What if fome idly 
Philafophes had made this a handle to be» 
come s:lcgrped Doubter? Though Perhaps 
we might have had another Denomination 
of Sogptics fram this man, that would aos 
howeves have made the exiftence of hea 
ven and earth les certain. This niay be 
thought « ftrange fuppoftion ; and yet the 
Sceptics pretended to doubs of the capfeace 
of material objets on thia very account 5 
wiz. from the different appearances they 
made by mirrours.——-y ¥ aury poppy 
wana ra5 diaopas tiv uciléalpar adAsio Que 
piireu’ eixodube® obv pox péccddov alvcu Tolen ve 
Peswopeerev, 4 @Adoiwv. Diog. Laest. Pyrrha 
And as this very phenomenon of exhibit- 
ing the appearances of things by the poo/, 
or the gla/s, fuppofes and proceeds from 
the reality of external objets exifting: 
even our dreams, though they have no ex- 
ternal real objects, yet /uppofe fuch, and 
are exhibited in imitation of them; and 
upon this account deceive us. Therefore 
rightly confidered, “they bring no argument 
againft 
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inf& the real exiftence of material things, 
fat rather one for it. Thus Cortes himéelf 
fays (though againft his own purpofe) in the 
fame place where he propofes his unsverfad 
doubting, Tamen profelti fatendum eft 
vif per quictem effe veluti piffas quafdam 
imagines, que non nifi ad fimilitudinem rerum 
verarum fingt potuerunt——T his is temark- 
able in itfelf; but ftill more fo as faid by dim 
and on fuch an occafion too. He continues 
—Ideoque faltem generalia hac, oculos, ca- 
put, manus, totumque corpus res quafdam non 
imaginarias, fed veras exiftere: nam fane 
piétores ipfi, ne tum quidem cum firenas & fa~ 
tirifcos maxime inufitatis formis fingere fiu~ 
dent, naturas omni ex parte novas tis poffunt 
afignare fed tantummodo diver forum animali- 
um membra permifcent ; vel forte In our 
dreams we have reprefentations of fome 
things that cannot be imaginary, as figure, 
magnitude, number; and of fome that are 
neceflary, as time, place: every vifion mutt 
have duration, and a fcene of exiftence. So 
Cartes in the fame place——cujus generis 
effe videntur natura corporea in communi, e- 
Jufque extenfio; item figura rerum extenfa- 
rum, item quantitas, five earundem magni- 
I tudo, 
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tudo, &F numerus: item locus in quo i 
fant, tempufque per quad durent——_/ My. 
ditatio 1.) From. this the Intelligent will 
fee that dreams are but fuperficially cong. 
dered,. when they are: made a pretence: Sor 
doubting; and that Cartes himfelf cuts off 
the chief pretence he had for calling in 
queftion his former knowledge; though with 
the defign. of becoming more certain, and 
placing it on a furer foundation than it for- 
merly was. 


-XXVI. Let me here obferve to young peo- 
ple who_have not perhaps confidered it be- 
fore, that this great Man was not able with 
his utmoft effort ferioufly to doubt of every 
thing. Waving alledged all the reafons for 
doubting in his fir/t Meditation, that he could 
think of; he is forced at length to come to 
this, That if be could not doubt on other terms, 
be would defignedly deceive bimfelf by doubting. 
His words are, Quapropter, ut opinor, non 
male agam, fi voluntate plane in contrarium 
versé, meipfum fallam s//a/que omnino falfas 
imaginariafque fingam, donec tandem velut 
aquatis utrimque prajudiciorum ponderibus, 


nulla amplius prava confuetudo judicium me- 
um 
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um a recta rerum perceptione detorqueat. As 
if he had faid, ‘* If I cannot doubt with 
«© my eyes open, let me fhut them: if I 
‘© cannot believe things falfe, let me fup- 
“* pofe them falfe againft my belief.” Is it 
not plain here, he only faid he doubted, with 
out being able todo fo? Thofethings could 
not be called prejudices, with which he was 
forced to take this method. A man fhould 
not doubt where he is forced to feign caufes 
of doubting (4). And in the Syopfis of his 
Meditations, he fays, ({peaking of the ex- 
ternal world the bodies of men, and other 
things of that nature) De quibus nemo un- 
quam fane@ mentis ferio dubitavit, The other 
great reafon he affigns for untverfal doubting ; 
is the very worft, I think, that could be giv- 
en; the fuppofition, to wit, that God may 
be malicious and a deceiver. Quid autem nunc 
ubi fuppono deceptorem aliquem potentiffimum, 
&, fi fas eft ita dicere, malignum, datd operd 


{4) If any one doubts that hg may become more certain, 
and is forced to feign caufes (nay to deceive himfelf) that 
may doubt; 1 atk if he can become more certain, by 
this method than he was before? Or if being reduced to 
neceffity of fuch a method before he can doubt, be 
Not itfelf the greateft mark of certainty. 
Vor. Il, x in 
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in omnibus quantum potuit, me delufiffe—— 
May we not here fay, that this is a coftly 
way of doubting, which forces Des Cartes 
to make an almighty dev;l of the Deity be- 
fore hecan make his doubting feaGible? They 
who have the Jameft notions of the Deity, 
conceive him as fomething perfeét : he fays 
elfewhere, Ex quibus fatis patet illun [De- 
ym) fallacem effe non poffe: omnem enim frau- 
dem, €8 deceptionem, a defecty aliquo pende- 
re, lumine nqturali manifeftum ef. If this 
is plain from the light of nature, efpecially 
to fuch men as Cortes, and I believe no bo- 
dy will deny it ; was it philofophical in him 
to fuppofe God a de¢eiver, merely that he 
might doubt of truths, which otherwife 
forced his affent? Pray obferve whether I 
do him injuftice. He fays, Nam fve vigi- 
lem, frve dormiam, duo & tria fimul junthe 
funt quinque, quadratumque non plura ba- 
bet latera quam quatuor;, nec fiert poffe vi- 
detur ut tam perfpicue veritatis in fufpicio- 
nem falfitatis incurrant: and yet in the ve- 
ry next fentence the reafon why he doubts 
of thefe felf-evident truths, is po better than 
becaufe God may be a deceiver. Is it pot 
mighty inconfiftent to fuppofe an evidently 

fale 
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folfe thing true, that he may be at liberty 
to fuppofe evidently true things falfe? But 
leaving this, I fhall only obferve, that the 
manner in which he ends his meditations is 
very remarkable Sed hyperbolice fupert- 
orum dierum dubitationes, ut rifu digna funt 
explodenda, prafertim fumma illa de fom- 
no, quem a vigilid non diftinguebam ; nunc 
enim adverto permagnum inter utrumque ef= 
ft difcrimen By {peaking thus [nunc e- 
nim adverto| Des Cartes would have it 
thought, that he had got a new light from 
this manner of univerfal doubting: though 
one muft be at a lofs to conceive whence the 
light could come. Could he not perceive the 
difference between dreaming and not dream- 
ing, tillhe had firft called in queftion the 
truth of felf-evident propofitions ? Muft e- 
very individual man follow this method, be- 
fore he can tell whether he be awake, or a- 
feep? Or can the forcing ourfelves to fup- 
Pole God an Almighty Deceiver, be the only 
way to difcover that he is a Being of infinite 
Veracity! Whatever vertue fuch a method 
of doubting may have, to open a Philofo- 
Pler’s eyes; Tam fure it will never open any 
y’s el{e. The only thing can find worth’ 

X 2 our 
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qur imitation through the whole methog. 
is the exploding this hyperbolical doubting. 
as deferving our laughter ; though it was 
inconfiftent in him to fpeak thus of it, if it 
had ferved him for fuch great Purpofes (c.) 


(c) I fhall here take notice of fome exceptions made 
to the reafoning in fome of the preceding paragraphs, 
and endeavour to remove them. It is obferved, that 
D. B.’s fcheme takes away the exiftence of other minds, 
and perhaps of our own, and of all forts of /ubfirata, a 
they are called; and therefore that moft of what I have 
faid feems right. But then it is added, ‘It is true, one 
“© Sovereign Mind may be fufficient to produce all thefe 
‘* ideas; and many Philofophers affirm, that He atual- 
** ly produces them in us, though they allow the abjedr 
‘© to exif?. The queftion is, Whether he produces them 
“* according to a certain order, and certain laws efta- 
‘© blithed by himfelf; or whether he produces them a- 
<< greeably to the real ftate of a certain third objet, 
“© which we call the /enfory. DD. B. will fay, that the 
©© order and Jaws. which rule their connexions and ap- 
“ pearances in otf minds, are in every refpe& the fame 
‘* to us, as the real exiftence of the material Univerte. 
<¢ From this order, he will anfwer your query, How 
“¢ he can communicate his thoughts to others, on which 
“© you feem to lay much ftrefs? And this order will 
« ferve him to anfwer your queries about the beauty of 
‘¢ nature, and of natural philofophy.—If he had coo 
* tented himfelf with denying the actual exiftence of 
matter, he would have avoided many acute 
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In anfwer tothis, Iown, firft, I do not fee that D. B.'s 
reafoning takes away the exiftence of our own minds, or 
invalidates Des Cartes’s principle, Cogito ergo fum. Tho 
Philofophers, who allow the objec?s of our ideas to exift, 
afirm, I think, without neceflity, That the Sovereign 
Mind produces the ideas of them in us; in fo far I mean, 
as the objects themfelves may do this ; or otherwife than 
by co-operation. Matter, I know, cannot aét of itfelf; or 
it acts only by refiftance; but if the refiftance between 
the matter of our bodies and other matter, be enough to 
excite the idea of that refiftance in our minds, it would 
be unneceflary to fuppofe God to excite the idea, and the 
refiftance itfelf to have no effect. And if we do not al- 
low that the matter of our bodies affects our minds di- 
reétly, and by itfelf; the union between them will feem 
in agreat meafure tono purpofe. The reafon, I believe, 
why thofe Philofephers affirmed that God excited the 
ideas of matter, and material a€tion in our minds, was; 
becaufe we cannot formally conceive the manner how 
matter affects /pirit, or how fpirit aéts on matter; but 
we are certain this is matter of fact in many inftances, 
whether we conceive it or not. The Deity himfelf moves 
matter, in almoft all the phenomena of nature; and the 
foul of man perhaps moves fome matter of the body, 
though in an infinitely lefs degree. 

» And as to the manner in which our ideas are pro- 
duced; though they are produced agreeably to the real fate 
dl . piven ty sett si we call the Senfory, they 
aid ines cisllihate ain louse Id, Geto 
ee ablifhed by this Sovereign Mind ; the one of 

not exclude the other. To allow this third’ 
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-objeé?, the Senfory namely, is all that is defred. To al. 
low this, and conteft the exiftence of material ebjegs 
‘would be inconfiftent. 

D. B. cannot anfwer my firA Query concerning com 
municating bis thaughts to otbews. For if any Being ex: 
eites the ideas of other men’s bodies in us; if, as he main. 
tains, it is impoffible and contradiGory there thould be any 
fuch bodies; and if it be from thefe delufory ideas which 
this Being excites in us, that we infer the exiftence of 
other men’s minds: how can he be certain of the ex- 
iftence of their minds, which he colleéts from falfe ap 
pearances? ”Tis he himfelf who has made the foundation 
of all a cheat and impofture. But fuppofing the fame Being 
excited in us direétly the ideas of other men’s minds; 
bow could we have a greater certainty in the one cafe 
than in the other? The veracity of this Being becomes 
now fufpected. And why fhould we truft him again as 
ter a former illufion? Cartes only fuppofed, but this 4x- 
thor endeavours to prove bim a Decewer. He thould by 
al] means have given a Demonffratian of the exiftence of 
men’s minds, when he afferts the exiftence of their bo- 
dies impoffible, by which only we inferred the exiftence 
of their minds. And if the argument which I have taken 
notice of in N°-g. be good; he can offer no proof for 
the exiftence of their minds, which will not equally 
prove the exiftence of their bodies. So difficult m it, I 
conceive, to anfwer this Query. Befides, how can it 
be faid that D, B. may anfwer this Query; and yet ag 
the fame time be owned, tbat his reafoning takes away 
the exiftence of other minds, nay and perhaps of our 


own too? 
Nor 
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Nor do I think he can anfwer the other Queries con- 
cerning the beauty and order of the Univerfe. Can a 
thing impoffible and contradictory have any beauty, or 
order, or, in general, any property? Lhave fhewn in Ne 
a1. that even Infinite Power could not prompt us with 
the ideas of this beauty, order, or properties, any farther 
than as they relate to thefe very objects, which are con- 
troverted. Amd if thefe objeéts be impoffible to exift, it 
is farther evident, that the Infinite Mind itfelf could have 
ne ideas of them; for an impoffible thing there can be 
no conception. We mutt neceffarily therefore, in ex~ 
plaining the phenomena of nature, fuppofe the exiftenca 
of the objects of our ideas; fince thefe phanomena are 
true only of the objects of out ideas, not of our ideas 
themfelves. What I mean is, though we conceive thd 
Beauty, order and proportion in the Univerfe dy our 
ideas, we do net conceive thefe to be beauty, order, or 
proportion exhibited in our ideds, but in the things we 
fuppofe the objects of them. I have fhewn in a plate or 
two above, what ridiculous philofophy it would make; 
to fubftitute our ideas inftead of the objcé#s of them. 
Therefore, } think, D. B. could have no reafon to fays 
That the order and laws which rule the connexions of our 
ideas, and appearances in our minds, are in every refpeF 
the fame to us as the real exiftence of the material Univér/e. 
This, I conceive, isa great miftake; and the generality 
of men allow too haftily, that it is confiftent enough 
With philofophy to fuppofe nothing but ideas, inftead of 
the objects of ideas; and that demonftrations may be 
given, and the phanomena explained, as well upon the 
eng fuppofition as the other. This is that which hath 
X 4 nade 
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made D. B.'s fcheme appear Saimpregnable, and in efi 
not altogether-abfurd ; whereas in truth, no one appearan 

. ance 
in ngture can be explained, nor any one propofition in, ab 
ftract geometry demonftrated without fuppofing the ob- 
jeGts of our ideas, inftead of our ideas themfelves, 

As this is the main difficulty, I thal endeavour to make 
it plain by an inftance or two. It hath been thewn in N® 
¥7. that our ideas, as they are in the mind, have no 
parts nor magnitude; and our Author’s fcheme fuppokes, 
or rather afferts this. A want of.extenfion in rerum na- 
turd is the great principle. Let us then take this prapoli- 
tion, Jn a right angled, triangle, the fquare of the bypate- 
nufe is bigger than eitber of the fquares of the other fides 
(as being really equal to them both.) Now this propofi- 
tion is direétly falfe, if you fubftitute the idsa of this 
fquare inftead of the /quare itfelf, which is the obje& 
of the idea; for this idea hath no parts nor magnitude 
whereby to exceed the other ideas ; and it is abfurd to fay 
it is either greeter or /e/s than another idea, or equal to 
two or more, or to inftitute any propertion between them, 
for all fuch proportion is in refpeét of dimenfions or magni- 
tude, which can never be applicable to ideas, either in re- 
ality, or on the Author’s Scheme. And the argument is 
the fame in refpect of all lines, furfaces, Jolids, angles 
every thing about which geometry is converfant. And as 
to philofophy, Ineed not give an inftance in it, after what 
path been faid in N° 20. If we apply this propofition, 
[The paces run over bya body, falling by its owm gravity, 
are as the fquares of the times} to our ideas, inftead of their 
objects, it is downright nonfenfe and contradiction. In 
fhort, it is as rifling and fophittical, becaufe all demons 

ftrauon 
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firation is in ideas, to fay it is converfant about no objec? 
jut ideas; as it would be to fay, becaufe all demonftrati- 
on muft be pronounced in words, or written on paper, 
it can relate to nothing but the words it is pronounced 
in, or the paper it is written upon. Omitting therefore 
other inftances, I fhall give one, which feems to prove 
direétly the exiftence of objets without the mind, and 
that from the perceptions of the mind itfelf. 

If our ideas have no parts, and yet if we perceive 
parts; it is plain we perceive Something more than our 
own perceptions. But both thefe are certain; we are con- 
Jcious that we perceive parts, when we look upon a houfey 
a tree, a river, the dial-plate of a clock or watch. This 
is a fhort and eafy way of being certain that fomething 
exifts without the mind. We are certain of this from 
confcioufnefs itfelf, {ince we are as confcious that we per- 
ceive parts, as that we have perceptions at all. And this 
argument proves at once, and from the fame perceptions, 
the exiftence of both the parts of our compofition ; (fee 
the Note (s) N° 27. above) and therefore makes the 
exiftence of both equally certain. Our ideas as they are 
in the mind, are without parts; and as they make us 
confcious of perceiving parts, we are confcious that an ex- 
tended object exifts without the mind, where the ex- 
tended image is exhibited, viz. an extended /en/ory. Our 
very fenfations, and the faculty of imagination, as much 
Prove the exiftence of this fenfory, as they prove the ex- 
ittence of the fenfitive Being; and this whether it be in 
a dream, fever, or any way a Sceptic pleafes to fuppofe, 
Provided only parts be perceived. The wildeft chimeras 
in fleep prove the certainty of the thing they were brought 
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to render fufpeCted. If thefe fenfories were not, there 
would be no fuch illufions: and if fome ether confe than 
matter, did not make thefe impreffions, there would be 
fill no fuch illufions. Our fleeping fenfations infer 
the exiftence of one caufe more, than our waking fenfa- 
tions fhew us. 

Iam perfuaded, if Des Cartes had obferved this pro- 
perty of our ideas as they are in the mind, viz. that 
are without pasts or extenfion, (and the definition he 
gives of an idea which I have quoted above, Jeads hun 
directly to it) he would have owned that the fame per- 
ception of parts proved to us the exiftence of both fub- 
fiances. He docs indeed in fome places point full at 
thistruth. Preterea (fayshe) ex imaginandi facultate, 
qua me uti experior, dum circa res materiales verfer, fe- 
qui videtur illas exiftere. He faw here there was no 
other way of accounting for the faculty of imagiation, 
but by the exiftence of a material fenfory- It were to 
be wifhed, he had gone a little farther. Buthe comes 
ftill nearer below. —Ad, hac confidero iftam vim imagi- 
nandi gue in me eft, prout differt a vi intelligendi, ad 
mei ipfius, hoc eft, ad mentis mez eflentiam, non requi- 
ri; nam, &c, Mcditat. 6. How nearis this to proving 
the exiftence of Leth fub/tances from the fame perception 
of parts or extended images ! 

One who confiders this argument, can make no ob- 
jection to it from the images formed by /peculd. For 
thefe are extended, and prove what I advance, a much 
as any appearance. In this inftance, magnifying the 
image, i.e. enlarging the extenfian of it, is the great 


end propofcd, and every one knows that fuch = 
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are formed by rays of light, which are corporeal things, 
Neither can there be any objection from the power of an 
eranipotent Being, who may eachabit extended, figured ima 
ges, without any extended, figured firbje€t, in which 
they may inhere, To bring in Omnipotence to help 
out an objetion, by performing a contradi@tion, fuch 
as to make properties exift by themfelves without a fab 
jeé?, is ridiculous to the laft degree. 

Others wilt determine how far this realizes our know- 
ledge concerning matter and material objects, Mr. Leche 
fpeaks of fenfitive Anewhdge with much fairnefS and 
candor, giving it the third place, or making the degrees 
of our knowledge to be intuitive, demonfitative, and 
finfitive; (fee Nore (x) Noe 23.) but with much fubmif- 
fion, the exiftence of matter in general, or at leaft of 
material fenfosies to which the foul is united, kems to 
me, from what has been faid, to be nearer intustioe than 
demanftrative knowledge, if the fame perception of parts 
proves to us both the /pirit and a material fenfory. Be it 
as it will there is but cate fep in the Demonfiation, of 
to thew that perceptions, akin the mind, have no parts. 
But B. B. confounds perception as im the mind itil, 
with the iaagge perceived id the fenfory; and! thus endea- 
Yours to make our own perceptions of no ufe to us in 
Sewing us the exiftence of matter. We had the conviion 
ia our own con/cioufaa/i and perception; but he made us 
believe we had it not; and then-we were ata lofsto find 
it any where elfe. A certain great Author feems to follow 
the fame teat. —* But thought (fays he) we own pre- 
“* eminent, and confefs the realeft of Beings, the only ax 
“* iPence of whichwe are made fuse by being confeious. 

A “ All 


e830 


316 Dean Berkeley's fcheene examin, 4, 


SAU thefe may be only dream and fhadaiy,..All which eve 
48 fanfe Tuggetlg may-be deceitful ; the fenfe itfelf remaing 
$6-ftill; reafon fubfifts; and thought maintains its elden 
*© thip:of Being, &c.” This is ‘carrying things too fas, 
Exrom what has been faid juft above it appears, that we 
aseifure of the exiftence of matter by being cqafciows, of 
having pemeptions of.fome kind; that as long as fenfe og 
fenfations remain, this is certain ; and that our very dreams 
fhew that ail elfe is nota dream. This Author elfewhere 
makes matter as neceflary as thought it/e/f; and here he 
fays, all that fenfe fuggefts may be but adream. It is hard 
to reconcile this... If matter he as. neceflary as thought, 
‘and yet but a dream, . nothing at all will be left real. 
From what is here faid it will follow, that feparate 
Spirits have afuperior power or faculty of conceiving ex- 
tended fubftance, and not our formal manner of imagina- 
tion; but this, I think, is.as it fhould be; agreeable tq 
reafon and philofophy. Weare under a neceffity, as hath 
been faid before, of applying to impreffions on the fenfo- 
ry ; being by our union kept at a diftance from the objects 
of fenfation: in fuch a ftate. the fenfory muft be a nece{a- 
ry artifice to fupply that defeét. Hence our prefent ime- 
gination and reminifcence, are but a kind of vicarious fa- 
culties, in which feparate Spirits muft exceed us. Thefe 
inferior helps feem in them to be fwallowed up in intelled?, 
or the beft way of conceiving. That wonderful appear- 
ance taken notice of in the end of the laft Seétion, 
makes this in fome meafure conceivable. That there isa 
fuperior way in this cafeis certain. The Deity is not con- 
fined to our narrow faculty of imagination 5 every thing 


is intelleé? in him, It may be fo ina lower degree in 
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‘woe. ~ 
and foewn inconclufive. 3%7 
¢reated feparate fpirits.’ All this is more intelligible and 
reafortable than to run -into the contradiétion of affert-" 
ing that living Beings can know, or‘ perceive nothing,” 
when not confined to dead matter. But toretarn. - * 
‘ As to what is faid, that if D. B. had contented bim-” 
felf with denying the aftual exiftence of yiatter, he bad 
avoided many abfurdities; I muft obferve that this is a’ 
éommon miftake, and too readily’allowed ‘by us. It 
fhould be confidered, that if he had granted the exiftente 
of matter a poffibility, he could not have had one argu- 
ment for denying it to exift aCtually. Why deny a thing 
which is allowed poflible enough to be; and which hath 
all the reafons that the nature of things can admit of, to” 
fhew that it actually is? To have written, Books then 
againft the aftual exiffence of the Univerfz, would have 
appeared, if poffible, a more extraordinary attempt, than’ 
the prefent. Let any one, to fatisfy himfelf, try if he’ 
ean find out a reafon, on this fuppofition- “ It 
“< is very poffible the world may exift, yet it is certain’ 
“ that it doth not really exift, becaufe .” Or thus: 
‘¢-There is no impoffibility in fuppofing myfelf to have 
** hands, feet, and a body; and yet nothing is more trug 
“* than that [have neither hands, feet, eyes, nor ears, for’ 
ae ”” Tt is not conceivable what plaufible reafon a’ 
man could affign to fill up thefe arguments. But let us’ 
fuppofe that one fhould recur to the great topick and pres 
tence for doubting, viz. our dreams, and fay, “* I find” 
that I am often impofed upon and deceived in dreams; 
* therefore, &c.”” I reply ; ‘* Thofe things which you 
“dream of, and fee in your fleep, really exift; and it is 
“ very poffible for the fame individual Being to become 
“aman, 
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“ 9 man, 2 brags qnimal, amenfer, Sc. fucceflively, a 
“S you fee it reprefented. Howcan you difprove this ap- 
“* parent exiftence ; or fhew it not tobe real, and that 
“ you are 'impofed upon in Aigep?——By the teftimony 
“ of your fenfes perhaps; fince you neither hear nor fee 
“ thefe things when you awake ?—-I anfwer, This 
* is pidiculoys ip you: you are inconfiftent with your- 
*¢ felf; you make oppofite reafons conclude the fame 
“¢ thing ; you have quite thrown afide the teftimony of 
“* your fenfes, when you conclude againft that teftimo- 
“© ny, that the meterial world doth not really exift. If 
** fenfe can prove any thing, your whale fcheme is aa 
<* abfurdity.” Thus thefe men cannot provea dream t 
bea dreamon their own principles: The reafon is, they 
fuppofe all a dream antecedent to any proof, and make 
yfe of that fuppofitian as a proof; as was argued in the be- 
ginning of the Se@ian. This comes from calting off the 
teftimony of fenfe. There is no laying afide the methods 
of certainty which God hath appointed, and finding any 
confiftent fyccedancum in the place of them. We fumble 
from one abfurdity to anather, til] at length we are Jo& 
amidft the inextricable mazes of errer and contradiftion. 
And fromall this it appears, that to allow the exiftence 
of the material world poffible, and yet deny its a€tual ex- 
iftence, is at leaft as difficult as the method D. B. has 
taken to deny it; he had not another poffible method to 

an{wer his purpofe, but to pretend it could not exift. 
Some other objections have been made, byt agt urged 
with that candor, ftrength and accuracy as the former 
however, I fhaJl mention them. One is, *¢ That the 
“¢ eyi/tence of material objséts may be galled in queftion, 
“ce from 
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« from the different appearances they make, wher 
* placed at different diftances from the eye; for why 
« fhould they have one magnitude, or figure, rather 
$6 than another.”’ This, which our Author and his Fol- 
kwers infift much on, is taken from Pyrrbo, and his 
Difciples-——Kala tito + tedmov ta doxsvla eve 
paydAa, pines Daiviles? ra rélealove, seoylvaa* ta 
Cuara, tkoveds Eyola* ta Opba, xexrcopstyce,——e 
It is againft the firft Elements of Geometry, that any ob- 
je&t, this Book for inftance, fhould fubtend the fame an-. 
gle by rays proceeding from it tothe eye, at all the va- 
rious diftances at which it may be placed. Thus upon 
the fuppofition tpat objects really exift, there is a demon- 
ftrable neceffity that they fhould appear of different mag- 
nitudes and figures, placed at different diftances from 
the beholder. Hence it feems very unfkilful to make 
fuch an appearance an objeCtion againft the real exiftence 
of extended objects, which muft neceffarily obtain, fup- 
pofing them to exift. If fuch an objection proye any 
‘thing, it proves extended objects impoffible, hecaufe 
another impoffibility cannot become fac?; viz. That 
the fame line fhould always fubtend the fame angle, by 
lines drawn from it to any point. 
Tt is faid, ‘* I haye pretended to ridicule this fcheme, 
““ by endeavouring to put fome prapofitians, according 
“© to it, in ridiculous language.” This I direétly deny. 
The language into which I have put thefe propofitions, 
18 very proper according to this fcheme. This was de- 
figned as an argument againft the fcheme, not as ‘ridi- 
cule; and I ftill think it is one. When it is faid in the 
objection, “ That an objec? (this Book, v. g.) placed 
s¢ within 
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s¢ within a foot of the eye, appears of one magnitude ; 
‘¢ and removed to the diftance of ten feet from it, appears 
“¢ to be of another; and at the diftance of a hundred 

“¢ yards, ftill of another, &c.” I affert that thisis no 
language for this fcheme; or itis Captious and fophiftical 
language. It fhould be ‘* The idea of a Book, placed 
“¢ within the idea of a foot of the idea of the eye, &%c."” 
To exprefs this in common language, and yet fuppofe the 
¢xpreflion proper, is firft to fuppofe the Book placed, and 
really exifting ; and then to infer from this fuppofition that 
it is onlyan idea. ‘To apply common language to a quite 
contrary fenfe, and then to fuppofe this arbitrary appli- 
cation an argument to overturn common fenfe, or to con- 
tend for the propriety of fuch application, Is as inconfiftent 
as any thing in the fcheme. It is plain figure, ds iflanse, 
magnitude, motion, are no language on this hypothefis. 
Thefe are fuppofed real in the /anguage, and it is thence 
concluded there are no fuch things. This is an open falla- 
cy. It is certain, arguments for a true bypothefis, may be 
expreffed in words agreeable to that hypothefis ; and not 
in fuch a language as contradicts and fuppofes it falfe. 
And fince it is impoffible for any man living, to do this 
on our Author's principles ; this itfelf is an invincible ar- 
gument againft them. Common language is adapted to 
the objects of our ideas, and thefe principles, to the ideas 
of objects: this muft occafion a conftant oppofition be- 
tween any language and thefe principles, and fhews that 
they contradict common language, as much as common 
fenfe. 
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The extraordinary Philofophy of the cele- 
brated Dr Berkeley, Bifhop of Cloyne, is 
impartially confidered, and. fully confu- 
ted, and the Manner of -the Exiftence 
of external Bodies clearly explained. 
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In God we live, move, and have our Being. 
A@&s of the Apoftles, xvii. 28. 
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ON THE 


EXISTENCE of MATTER, 


m E “O enumerate the various opinions of 
the antient philofophers concerning 
matter, and to enter into an hiftori- 

‘cal detail of all the difputes about it, would 

afford a fine opportunity of making a fhow: 

of learning, and of {welling the bulk ofa 
pamphlet; but as their opinions have been 
for the moft part wild and extravagant, and 
as my fole defign is the advancement of 
knowledge, and the difcovery of truth, I 
fthall decline fo tedious and fo ufelefs a tafk. * 
It may not, however, be amifé juft to obe 
ferve, ‘That the queftion chiefly agitated a- 
mongft the antients was, Whether matter 
was or was not eternal? And this feems to 
have been generally determined in the affir- 
mative, by the moft eminent philofophers, 
Some of them were fo thoughtlefs as to 
maintain that the world itfelf was eternal;. 
B but 
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butothers, more penetrating and judicious 
deavour'd to qualify and eae the vie 
ablurdity of this pofition, by afferting, Thar 
the original atoms, or particles of matter, 
the materials whereof the world was formd, 
were. indeed eternal; but that the world it- 
felf, the formation ard difpofition of thefs 
materials, muft have been the work of an. 
infinite intelligence. What inclined them 
{till to maintain the eternal exiftence of the 
original-atoms was, That they could not con= 
ceive how it was poffible for matter to be 
created: as if whatthey could not conctive, 
-could-not be or as if the eternal exitence 
of a matter, void of activity; were more eaf} 
to conceive than the creation of it. % 

But feveral learned moderns, and parn 
larly the celebrated Dr Samuel Clarée, have 
demonftrated, by irrefragable arguments, that 
matter muft have been created; and this 
tiy have done, even fuppenng matter ta 
exift in a manner peculiar to idfelf, ditinck 
from fpirit, and ina fort of independency 
thereon, - according to the vulgar notions of 
its exiftence ; but that this fuppofition ‘ts erro- 
neous will be fully fhewn hereafter.” 
~~ Nor have the moderns been altogether free 
from difputes and diverfity of opinion, upon 
the manner of ‘the exiitence of matter. 
There have appeared amongft them two 
{yitems, equally fingular, but diametrically 
eppofte. One of them hos fer its ; 
Ssnedi& Spinoza, a Few born a a gS 
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This man not being able to conceive that 
tmatter could be created out of nothing, nor 
that a fubftance void of activity,could exift 
neceffarily and from eternity, to avoid thefe 
difficulties fell into the grofieft abfurdities. 
He maintained, That there was but one fub- 
{tance in nature, which is God; That this 
fubftance has an infinitude of attributes, .a- 
mongft which are cogitation and extenfion ; 
and that all the beings in the univerfe, whe- 
ther material or fpiritual, arenothing but mo- 
difications of this jubf{tance form’d in it,and by 
it, by an immanent a¢t, and a certain natural 
power and virtue inherent therein: Pofitions 
fo repugnant to all fenfe and reafon, that 
barely to mention them is to confute them, 
This chaos of a doétrine would probably 
have-by this time funk into oblivion, had 
not numbers of learned men, inftead of dif- 
regarding it and trufting it to its-own abfur- 
dity and extravagance for an antidote; had 
not they, I fay, over zealoufly confuted -it 
over and over again, and by that means kept 
the remembrance of it alive. But fuch is the 
veneration paid by mankind to learned lan- 
guage, and elegance, and perfpicuity of ex- 
prefiion, that the fame fentiments, which, 
in an illiterate man, would have been at once, 
and without hefitation, proneunced to be the 
effect of ftupidity, folly, or-madnefs, when 
efpous’d and deliver’d by aSprnoza, are afcri- 
bed to an extraordinary ftrength of genius, 
and an uncommon fagacity end penetration, 
and 
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and thought worthy of a ferious regard and 
confutation.— Whoever is not at firft fight 
convinced of the abfurdity of this doétrine, 
may fee it effectually confuted in Chambers’s 
Dictionary under the article Spinozif/m. 

The other fyftem is that of Dr Berkeley, 
the prefent Lord Bifhop of Clyne, which, as. 
it is not attended with the impious, horrid, 
and abfurd confequences, which flow from 
Spinozifm, fo itis much more ingenious and 
plaufible, and has never yet been effectually 
confuted, and therefore: deferves to be more 
particularly-confidered. Spinoza would have 
matter to be the only fubftance in nature, 
His Lordthip on the contrary is-fuppofed to 
contend, . That matter. has no external ex-. 
iftence at all, but isa mere ens rationis, and 
exifts no where but in the percipient mind. 

This fyftem was probably at firft regard- 
ed more on account of the high.reputation 
of its author, and its novelty, and paradoxi- 
en Snznartty, than from any the teaft hke- 
lihood of its proving true. It was doubrlefs 
not expected that an opinion, fo contrary to 
the feeming evidence of our fenfes, our natu- 
ral notions of things, and the univerfal con- 
fent of mankind inall ages, could be proved. 
People, however, were curious to know. by 
what fubtilties and refinements fo ftartling a 
paradox could be maintained;-and upon read- 
ing His Lordthip’s book his reafoning appear= 
ed fo plaufible and {pecious, that many who 
read only to Jangh, began to doubt, and 

they 
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they who fought only amufement, “found, 
or thought they found, conclufive arguments, 
and-irrefragable proofs, . 

- In-effect, Mr Chambers, in the Cychpedia; 
{peaks very favourably of this opinion ; and, 
by what has been: publifhed in the Gentk- 
man’s Magazine, it appears that many gen- 
tlemen-of good under({tanding, and unquefti- 
onable abilities; have been’ converted. and 
perfuaded of itstruth. Previoufly therefore 
to what I have to offer myfelf upon the fub- 
ject, I fhall- impartialiy confider the mioft 
material arguments by ‘which this do¢trine is 
fupported. 

. To prevent the perplexity arifing from 
-ambiguities and confufion of terms, and the 
better to enable us.to difcern the ftrength or 
weaknefs of the arguments we are about ta 
examine, I think it neceflary to premife the 
following ob/ervations. 

1. That-ufing the terms Idea and Senfa- 
tion as fynonymous, ° has occafion’d fome 
confufion in’ this fubje&t. The aétual per 
ception of the:fun, and-theidea of the fun 
are very different things, and ought to be 
carefully diftinguifh’d. By Senfation then is 
always to be underftood, an impreffion made 
upon the mind, whereof the mind itfelf is 
not the caufe: And by Idea is meant an 
image or perception form’d by and in the 
mind by the power of imagination. — Our 
fenfations are not in our power, nor depen- 
dent upon us, asour ideas are. 

2. That 
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‘2, That- fecondary qualities of external: 
bodies, as they are improperly called, are 
not qualities of the bodies themfelves, and 
do not exift therein, but are fenfations. or 
affections. of the mind imprefied upon, or 
excited in it, by thofe things which we call 
external: bodies. They are perceptions of 
the effect of fomething external upon the 
mind, and exift only therein, but are no. 
more qualities of that fomething, than the- 
agitation: of the furface of the water by a, 
ftone- thrown into it, is a quality -of that 
ftone, or than the impreffion of a feal in 
wax is the quality of the feal. Thus the fecon- 
dary qualities, as they are called, of heat, 
cold, colours, taftes, {mells, are not any qua- 
lities exifting in the bodies by which they 
are occafion’d, but mere fenfations and af- 
feétions of our minds, or the effects of fuch 
bodies upon the mind... 

. That fome of-our fnfations are fim- 
ple, others complex: fome are ‘attended. 
and infeparably connected with certain qua- 
lities, circumftances, or modifications, which 
enable us to perceive: fomething beyond the 
bare fenfation itfelf; whilft others. are quite 
pure,. fimple, and unattended by any cir- 
cumftancesatall. Thus, heat, cold, taites, 
fmells are fimple fenfations,- but colour is 
a complex one. Colour is always figured 
and extended, at reft, or in- motion, &c. 
Whence we conclude, that extenfion; fi- 
gure, reft, motion, &c. are qualities -or 

cir- 
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ciccumftances which exift in the immediate 
caufe of the fenfation of -colour; extenfion, 
figure, &c. are manifeftly not fenfations 
themfelves, but only circumftances or mo- 
difications wherewith certain fenfations are 
always attended. Figure, &c. cannot be faid 
to make an impreffion, or have any effect at 
all upon the mind:..’tis-colour confidered 
abftractedly in itfelf, which is the affection 
or impreffion made upon the. mind ; and 
ficure muft be a quality exifting in that 
thing which ds the immediate cauie of this 
impreffion. 

4. The evidence which our fenfes afford 
of the exiftence .of external bodies, is pre- 
-cifely this and no. more. We perceive 2 
-colour, itis figured and extended, we know 
we are not the-caufe of this perception, and 
-it feems to proceed from fomething -external. 
Tobe more fully fatisfied of the exiftence 
-of this fomething, we apply to it fome of 
the other organs of fenfe, and find that we 
‘feel, tafte, {mell it, fc. and hence con- 
clude that this fomething, from whence all 
thefe different fenfations feem to proceed, 
has a real -external--exiftence; the manner 
-of which exiftence will be confidered and 
explained hereafter. 

Thefe things being premifed, will ferve 
-inftead of a clue to conduét us through the 
amazes of the Berklezan Labyrinth. In the 
firft argument which we think proper to 
take notice of, His Lordthip begins with 

ob- 
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obferving, That when we fay any thing exifts 
we mean no more than that we perceive it, 
“* Thus, fays he, the table I write on ex- 
© ifts, te. I fee and feel it, Gc. What 
‘< are light, colours, heat, cold, extenfion 
*© and figure, in a word the things we fee 
“ and feel, but fo many impreffions .on the 
** fenfe? And is it poffible to feparate, even 
** in thought, any of thefe from perception ? 
«* —— The things we perceive. are colour 
*¢ figure, motion, &c,z.e. the, ideas (or 
© fenfations) of thofe things; but-has an 
“© idea (or fenfation). any exiftence out of 
«the mind? To have an idea ‘(or fenfa- 
*“« tion) is the fame thing as to perceive; 
*« that therefore wherein colour, figure, &c. 
“« exift,, muft perceive them.—— But you 
“ may argue, if the ideas (or /en/fations) 
“© themfelves do not exift without the mind, 
“ there may: be things like them, whereof 
*« they are copies or refemblances, which 
“* exift out of the mind: It is -anfwerd, 
‘* an idea (or fenfation) can be like nothing 
“but an idea (or fenfation); a colour, or 
“ figure, can be like- nothing but another 
** colour, or figure.——It may be further 
** afk’d, Whether thofe fuppos’d originals, 
“* or external things ei ideas (or 
** fenfations) are the pictures, be them- 
** felves perceivable or not? If they - be, 
© they. are ideas (or fenfutions);- if. they be 
“* not, I appeal to any one, -whether it be 
** fenfe to fay a colour is like fomething 
st which is invifible, &c.”’ Up- 
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*<. <: Upon’ this paffage’ I would ‘obferve firft, 
‘That his -Lordthip makes ‘ufe-of the term 
idea throughout, whereas he is maniteftly 
fpeaking - of -our’ .fenfations;- wherefore, 
-wherever the term-sdea occurs, I have ad- 
‘ded the words ** or fenfations”-(the defini- 
‘tion: whereof is <premifed)’ in order to ren- 
der the’ paffage more- intelligible. - I would 
further -obferve, That his Lordfhip confi- 
ders:-cur fenfations: as pictures, copies, or 
‘refemblances of thofe external things which 
‘his opponents fuppofe to exift;* which is 
‘wrong.’ Our ideas indeed are pitures or 
copies: ‘of our izafations, but our fenfations 
-in -general cannot be faid to be pictures of 
-externdt bodies.--Is it fenfe to fay, that 
taite:- or fmell are pictures of - the external 
bodies which excite them ? I thought thefe 
obfervations ‘neceffary to difembarrafs the 
paffage a little, and when it is thus clear’d 
up,-it will appear, that the, arguments 
‘madé‘ufe of prove nothing more than that 
‘our -fenfations have no exiftence but in our 
own minds: a point wherein: we entirely 
agree with his Lordthip ; but then we deny 
-that extenfion:- and -figure can be properly 
:called fenfations (See the third obfervation 
premifed) and infift they are qualities of 
the immediate caufe of our fenfations, and 
only perceived by means of a fenfation 
wherewith they have a neceflary and in- 
feparable connection ; but this will be fur- 
‘ther explain’d as we goon. 


The 
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“The-next paflage which merits confide- 
ration is this;. “‘ Some diftinguith between 
‘* primary and fecondary. qualities,and main- 
‘* tain, that the former, as extenfion, figure, 
" folidity, motion, reft and number have 
“¢ 4 real exiltence out of the mind ; but that 
“© the latter, vz. founds, .taftes, fmells, c. 
‘ exift only in the mind... Now can any 
“< one conceive the extenfion.and motion of 
‘4 body without all-.the other fenfible 
‘© qualities? For my. part I find it impoffible 
‘‘ to frame an idea of a body extended and 
ss moving, without giving it fome colour, 
“ ce, In effec extention, figure; mation, 
«¢ abftracted from all other. qualities,.are in- 
“€ conceivable. Where the other are, there- 
“ fore, thefe muft be-too, that i is,, in. -the 
“ mind, and no where elfe”. ; 

The truth is, that~ fecondary ‘qualities 
atone (as they ere improperly called) are the 
things by which the mind-is affected, and 
which indeed are fenfations exifting’ only 
therein. And fome of thefe fenfations, -co- 
lour for. inftance,° we can neither. conceive 
nor perceive without i its -neceflary concomi- 
tants, figure. and extenfion. But whether 
it be more reafonable to conclude from this, 
that figure, extenfion and the other pri- 
mary qualities exift only in the mind, or 
that they are qualities which exift (with- 
out us) in the immediate caufe of our fen- 
fations, and which occafion certain fenfa- 
tions (as colour) to be modified in a parti- 

cular 
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cular: manner, I leave to every” impartial 
reader to determine. (See the obfervations 
premifed.) 

'. *£. Again, continues’ His Lordfhip, great 
*« and {mall, fwift and flow, are allowed to 
“* exift no -where without the mind, being 
“© merely relative, or changing as the frame 
“ or pofition-of the organ changes. The 
** extenfion therefore that exifts without 
** the mind is neither great nor fmall, the 
*€ motion neither fwift nor flow, 7. ¢. they 
are nothing”. * With fubmiffion to His 
Lordthip, I think this way of reafoning very 
ftrange. Who allows that great and finall, 
€&c. exift no where without the mind? For 
my part, I allow no fuch thing. Becaufe 
an object appears great or fmall as its dift- 
ance from us is either greater or lefs, isthere- 
fore that object neither great nor {mall? And 
is it therefore a mere non-entity? Is it not 
much more reafonable to conclude that, be- 
caufe -we find the magnitude of objects 
changes as the pofition of the organ changes, 
therefore extenfion muft be fomething which 
exifts without us ? For if it exifted only in 
the mind, changing the pofition of the organ 
could not alter it all, becaufe, with refpect to 
the mind, the organ is always in the fame 
pofition. 

« That number, fays the Bifhop, is a 
© creature of the mind is plain (even though 
** the other qualities were allowed to exift) 
** from this; that the fame thing bears a 

“dif- 
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“* different denomination of numbes as the 
“ mind views it with different refpect: 
“ thus the fame ‘extenfion is I,.33-0F. 36, 
“ as the mind confiders it with reference ta 
“ a yard, a foot,.or an inch.” 

This way of reafoning, I muft. own, is 
much too refined for my. comprehenfion. 
What! becaufe we can divide a thing into 3 
or 36 equal parts juft as we pleafe,.. does it 
therefore follow that number does not. exitt 
without us 2, Is the number. of the ftars- the 
creature of my mind? and can I make them 
either more or fewer? One can hardly: for= 
bear lifting up one’s hands and eyes at fuch 
a demonttration. 

His Lordthip endeavours to prove, by fome 
other obfervations, that number, extenfion, 
and motion have no exiftence without.the 
mind: but as the arguments he ufes are much 
of the fame nature with thoje already produ- 
ced, and have ftill lefs force in-them;. we 
thall not weary the reader with confuting 
the fame things over and over again, but pro-~ 
ceed to his chief and Herculean argument, 
which is this; ‘Again; were it potiible for 
“ folid, figured bodies to exift’ out of. the 
“« mind, yet it were impoffible for. us ever, 
““ to know it; ous fenfes indeed give us-fen- 
‘< fations, but do not tell us that any things 
* exift out of the mind, or unperceived, 
“« like thofe which are perceived:. This 
“ the Materialifts allow. No other way. 


*€ therefore remains but that we know them 
“ by 
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by reafons inferring their. exiftence from 


‘ what is immediately perceived by fenfe. 


But how fhould reafon-do this, when it is 


*, confefled there, is “DoRany neceflary. con- 


nection between our fenfations and thefe 
bodies ?..It is evident fram the phenome- 


‘ na of dreams, ’- -phrenzies, Fe. that -we 


may be. affected with.the ideas we now 
have, though.there . -were no, bodies ex- 
ifting without us, : Nor does the fuppo- 
fition of-external bodies at all forward us 
in conceiving how our ideas fhould come 


_to be. produced. -‘The Materialifts : own 
‘. themfelves unable to-.conceive in what 


manner body-can act on, fpirit, or how it 
fhould imprint. any idea upon the mind. 

To fuppofe therefore bodies exifting with- 
out the mind, is to fuppofe God has crea- 
ted innumerable beings entirely ufelefs, 

and ferving no, ‘purpote. at all. On the 
whole, it appears, that the exiftence of 


‘ bodies out of a.mind. perceiving them, is 
not: only.impoffible,. but a contradi@tion 


in terms... But were it -poffible, nay real, 


‘ it were impoffible. we fhould ever kriow 


it.-- And again, fuppofing there were no 


-fuch things, -yet we fhould have the very 
-fame reafon to believe there were, that we 
‘ now have, Suppofe,..v. g. an intelli- 


gence affeéted with-the fame train of fen- 
fations, impreffed i in the-fame order, and 


- with the fame vividnefs; would it not have 


all the reafon to- believe the exiftence of 


«a bo-~ 
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* bodies, reprefented. by its ideas, that we 
“© have? 

Now inanfwer to this, I beg leave to ob- 
ferve, that I have algeady partly fhewn, that 
from what is perceived by fenfe, we may 
fairly infer the exiftence of fomething ex- 
ternal. - It is true indeed that, fuppofing ex- 
ternal bodies to-exift, we cannot -conceive 
perfectly how, by their means, fenfations are 
excited in the-mind ;- but it does not follow 
from thence, that. it is impoffible external 
bodies fhould have fuch an effe& upon our 
minds. We fhould make fine work of it, 
were we to conclude, that every thing we 
don’t know, or cannot conceive, is impoffi- 
ble. Befides, we cannot conceive Aow our 
fenfations are produced either way ; this diff- 
culty is the famz, whether external bodies be 
fuppofed to exift, or not to exift: if there- 
fore-this argument proves any ‘thing, it 
proves that it is impotfible we fhould have 
eny fenfations at all ;- which is falfe and ab- 
furd. As to what we perceive in dreams, 
or phrenzies, they are the ideas: formed by 
our own minds, which, in thefe circumftan- 
ces, are more ftrong-and vivid, beeaufe, in 
the former cafe, the works of our imaginati- 
on are not contrafted nor interrupted by fen- 
fations from without; and, in the latter cafe, 
the body and the organs of fenfe are difor- 
dered: in fo particular a manner, as to 
ftrengthen and invigorate the effects of the 
imagination. But we are not to conclude 

from 
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from thence, that any other power or being 
whatever could excite ideas in our minds, 
in-the fame manner, without the mediation 
of external objects... His Lordfhip owns we 
are not the caufes of-our. fenfations (as. will 
prefently appear); the caufe of them then is 
fomething external,. and. it will. be fhewn 
that this caufe does not excite them any other 
way than by rendering external objects per- 
ceptible tous. . With refpect to the fuppofi- 
tion which. clofes the paffage cited, I beg 
leave to. fay,: That it. is nothing at all to the 
purpofe; it is perhaps fuppofing an impof- 
-libility. Intelligences affected with the fume 
fenfations we are affected with, would con- 
clude as we do, with good reafon, that-ex- 
‘ternal bodies exifted ; and they would alfo {ee 
that it was impoffible they fhould have any 
fuch fenfations, ifexternal objects did not ex- 
ift. In fhort, His Lordfhip’s {uppofition a- 
mounts to no more than this ; Suppofing the 
matter in difpute.to be as I reprefent it to be, 

will it not follow that I am in the right? 
From the nature and tendency of the fore- 
going arguments, fome- perfons, and one ve- 
ry learned man amongft the reft, have ima- 
gined, that it was His Lordfhip’s opinion that 
external bodies are entes.rationis, mere crea- 
tures of our ownminds, formed only in them, 
and by them: but this is a miftake, His 
Lordfhip was incapable of fo abfurd an cpi- 
nion. He maintains indeed, that what we 
call external bodies are only fenfaticns or 
ideas, 
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4deas, which exift no where but inthe mind 
perceiving: them, and: have no external. ext 
iftence-at all: but he does:not affert that we 
‘ourfelves are the caufes of thefe fenfations 
on’ the contrary, he declares, that they are 
excited'in our minds by the fupreme being: 
For-thus he afterwards explains himfelf:: ‘** It 
“<‘has been proved our fenfations do-not des 
** pend on-any:-external bedy; --as- their 
*© caufe: it remains therefore that their caufe 
« bean incorporeal, active fubftance or {pirit. 
«* For that I am riot: the ‘eaufe of my ‘own 
“© fenfations, is plain ftom this,- that, when 
«< T open my eyes in broad day-light; . T can- 
“© not help feeing various objects. “Now the 
“< fixed rules or methods wherein the mind 
‘© we depend on excites fenfations in-us, are 
“ called Jaws of nature,:thefe we learn by 
*« experience,—Ideas (or fenfatrons). are not 
any how:or-at random produced ; there 
is a certain order and connexion ettablifhed. 
“© amongtt them, like that of caufe aad effed; . 
and there are feveral: cornbinations: of 
“them, made in avery regular‘ atid artful 
«© manner, which we call . bodies's7arid the 
*© fyftem of thofe, the world; 65¢2"—-Now 
from this do€trine, thus explained* by him- 
felf it will’ inevitably follow, that bodies 
have an exiftence externa]: to “our mind. 
For the originals of our fenfations muit pré- 
exift in- that mind by which our ‘{enfations 
are excited: it is utterly incojiceivable that 
one mind fhould excite fenfations in another, 
vithout 
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without firft, preconceiving ideas, or originals 
of fuch fenfations in itfelf. Thofe things 
therefore which. we.call external bodies; do 
exift externally, for they really exift in the 
univerfal mind, and are indeed no other than 
its ideas; .and-our fenfations arife. from 
thefe ideas being rendered in a certain degree 
perceptible to us....:It looks therefore very 
like a contradiction; .and is feemingly an in- 
confiftency, for His Lordfhip to contend in 
one part.of his book, that bodies have no 
exiftence but in the mind perceiving them, 
and in another part to own (as indeed he 
could not avoid owning) that our fenfations 
are excited by the univerfal mind. For if 
they be (as undoubtedly they are) the origi- 
nals of our fenfations, or thofe things we call 
external bodies, they muft really exift in the 
univerfal mind, and.in that alone, and our 
fenfations muft be only the effects of them 
upon our minds, by which they are rendered 
perceptible to us. To evince this yet fur- 
ther, Let us fuppofe a million of men ga- 
‘thered together in.the fame place, viewing 
the heavens, and all the hoft of them, in a 
clear night. I would afk His Lordfhip, whe- 
‘ther. it-be more probable to fuppofe, thata 
million of different perceptions of the heavens 
are at the fame inftant excited by the fu- 
preme being, in-all thofe different minds 
(which amounts to much the fame thing, as 
inftantaneovfly treating-a million of univerfes) 
or that there isan heaven really exifting ha 

¢ 


"107s 


[ 18 


theuniverfal mind, and confequently exter-. 
nal to our minds, which, being one and the: 
fame object,. is rendered perceptible: to this: 
million of {pectators, .by their being refpec-. 
tively endewed with the proper organs. of: 
perception? - Again, the univerfal mind ei-- 
ther perceives: fome of the.things which we: 
percetve,: ot-it does not: . To affert the-ne- 
gative. is to affert;: that the: fupreme: being 
has no perception of thei vifible world;- which 
His Lordthip, I dare fay,.-does not: believe. 
The fupreme being then: has fome percepti- 
ons in common with. us; and what are they? 
They cannot be colours, taftes, heat, or cold, 
or any other of our. fenfations, which are 
purely relative to our!minds, and which -all 
agree exift only in them: and, with refpeét to 
them, to fay this, would: be little. bétter-than 
blafphemy. The things, therefore : which 
remain for the univerfal.mind to perceive; in 
common with us, are extenfion, figure, reft, 
motion, number, &c. which do not exift in 
our minds, but: are indeed: qualities ‘of the 
ideas of the divine mind, and have their exi- 
itence -in_ it alone. _The primary qualities 
of bodies (as they are called by philofophers) 
are. therefore the qualities of the divine: ideas; 
and fecondary qualities,as founds, colours, @e. 
are no other than feniations excited in our 
minds in confequence of the divine ideas be- 
ing rendered perceptible to-us. -The truth 
therefore is, not that bodies or matter have 
no exiftence without the mind perceiving 

them, 
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them;-as the Bifhop.contends; but that they 
have a real exiftence external to our minds, 
and.are indeed the ideas of the univer{2l mind, 
formed in it, and by it, and perfetly perceiv- 
ed and comprehended by it, but imperfectly 
byus: Atruth,-which will be fully and fa- 
tisfactorily eftablithed, by confidering the na- 
ture of ideas formed in a mind or {pirit, fo 
far-as is difcoverable by refleGing upon what 
paffes im our minds.’ 

We.aretold by an infpir’d writer, That 
we were created in the image of God; and 
perhaps this refemblance to our Creator - is 
nothing more plainly manifefted than in the 
power of imagination we are cndued with. 
{t may perhaps to fome’ appear ‘derogatory 
to the perfections of the fupreme being to 
attribute any thing.like this to him, becaufe 
of the irregular excurfions-and wanton ‘ex- 
travagancies, .whereof' this faculty of the 
human mind is frequently guilty. But if 
we confider it fimply, as a power of form- 
ing ideas, it will‘appear to be one of the 
prime and moft excellent faculties of the 
mind. « It is even much to be queftioned 
whether without'this power we fhould be 
capable of remembring, meditating, or re- 
flecting at all.- Nor are even the light and 
{portive exertions of this faculty, when re- 
gular and rational; the leaft valuable, or 
leaft delightful operations of the foul.We can 
retire within ourfelves, and form at pleafure a 
little world of our own. We can prefently, 
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by this power, bring into being an elyfium 
blefs’d with unclouded funs,. enliven’d with 
all the verdure, and adorn’d with all the 
flowery tribes of {pring, or enrich'’d with 
all the plenty of autumn ; a world wherein 
we rule with defpotic fway, admit or reject 
what we pleafe, and give or take away 
being as we think proper: -: Now what is 
this but a fort: of.creation-in miniature ? 
And could we form in our minds percipi- 
ent beings,-or ideas, to’ which this ideal 
elyfium fhould be perceptible as well as to 
us, wé fhould exa@ly imitate the great Crea~ 
tor: but here we are ftopp’d, This isa 
privilege which. the univerfal mind has re- 
ferved to itfelf,. a power of forming: perci- 
pient beings belongs to:it alone. . From the 
whole we may conclude, That to attribute 
the power of imagination to the univerfal 
mind, is fo far from being derogatory to its 
perfections, that it is probably a power 
etfential to ail mind or fpirit whatever, 
and that very power by which the vifible 
world was created and fubfitts. 

But when we confider this power as. ex- 
ifting in the divine mind, we muft carefully 
keep in view the vaft difparity: there is 
between finite and infinite ; “and remem- 
ber that it muft be, as well in nature as-de- 
gree,- infinitely fuperior to the fimilar power 
in our minds. The manner of exertion 
may probably be the fame, but its opera- 
tions and cfiects muft be infinitely more per- 
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fect and excellent. The divine ideas mutt 
be more perfect, more permanent, and 
have a far different, and much more 
seal exiftence than ours. The properties of 
our.ideas aze only thefe, to be perceivable 
by the mind wherein they are form’d, and. 
to be fimilar to, or compounded of the 
-fenfations which fuch mind had before per- 
ceived. The divine ideas may have proper- 
ties. which we can neither know nor: con- 
ceive ; this extraordinary property they cer- 
-tainly have, to be capable of being perceiv- 
ed by all created minds, fo far as their pro- 
perly-adapted perceptive powers permit. 
The univerfal mind has probably eftablith’d 
a certain order amongit certain claffes of its 
own ideas, governs them by various rules 
and Jaws, compounds and connects them 
in a certain regular and determinate manner. 
The fupreme being may alfo permit created 
minds, by means of the powers he has fur- 
nith’d them with, to make flight alterations 
in fome of his ideas toa certain deg gree, and 
to adapt and apply them to certain “ends and 
purpoles,which he has enabled them to dif= 
cern, and inclined thein to aim at. Andts. 
not this the fame thing as to create a world? 
ds not the creation better conceived in this 
view, than by fuppofing matter to be a fub- 
{tance difting from fpirit, and exifting ina 
fort of independency ?—In fine, the more f 
confider, the more I am convinced; that aft 
mat- 
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matter, and all its various compofitions, or 
(to ufe the Bifhop of Cloyne’s expreffion) All 
the choir of heaven, and all the furniture of 
earth, are but a part, and that a very {mall 
part too, of the divine ideas rendered percep- 
tible to created minds, in a certain meafure, 
proportion, and degree, by means of differ- 
ent and properly-adapted inftruments or or- 
gans of fenfe. 

And here let us paufe a little, to contem- 
plate the grandeur and immenfity of the new 
icene of things, which this manner of con- 
ception opens to our view.—If the power of 
forming ideas be fo unlimited in created 
minds, if our thoughts have fuch.an unmea- 
fused fcope, how infinitely numerous, how 
inconceivably extenfive,muft be the thoughts 
and ideas of an univerfal infinite mind! Vaft 
and immenfe beyond our reach, grand and 
magnificent beyond conception, does this 
little fyftem of ideas appear, which we call 
the univerfe, and whereof we. have but a 
very partial and fuperficial view. .But when 
we conceive things in the manner juft now 
explained, when we take them in this light, 
show little and inconfiderable does all this 
‘comparatively appear! What a very .fmall 
-pfoportion muft that part of the divine-ideas, 
which.is rendered perceptible to our nar- 
row minds, bear to the infinitude of ideas 
which mutt exift in an infinite mind! 
Wher we canfider the nature of fpirit, is it 

not 
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not probable; that this univerfe,. vaft as it is, 
is no more than a fingle thought or idea .of 
the univerfal mind, and bears no greater 
proportion to the infinite. number of ideas, 
and fyftems of ideas, -exiftent therein, than 
a grain of {and does to the {phere of the fixed 
{tars ?. There are probably immenfe numbers 
of claffes and degrees of created intelligences, 
to each of which clafies the fupreme being 
has render’d a certain portion. of. his ideas 
perceptible, by means of. proper organs, 
fuited and adapted tothe nature of each fy- 
ftem of ideas, and to’the nature of each clafs 
of percipients, in fome fuch hke manner as 
this univerfe, or fyftem of ideas, is by our 
organs rendered perceptible to us. In thort, 
each clafs of created intelligences has proba- 
bly its univerfe,to the perception whereof its 
perceptive powers are adapted and confined. 
Nay,for ought we know, there may be, and 
probably are, claffes of {pirits, whofe percep- 
tive powers may be fo general and extenfive, 
as to give them a view and infight into feve- 
ral univerfes,or {pheres of perception of fub- 
ordinate claffes of fpirits; not only one. but 
many fy{tems of the divine ideas may be per- 
ceptible to them, they may have views and 
{uperintendencies more or .lefs. general. 
Hence perhaps the diftinctions of thrones, 
dominions, principalities and: powers, into 
which revelation divides the hierarchies of 
{pirits. —We may pufh our conjectures one 
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ftep farther, and with great probability fup= 
pofe that there are fy{tems of ideas in the. 
univerfal mind, which have never yet been- 
communicated to any created minds -or in 
telligences whatever.—But’ to refume: our: 

reafoning. .. — 
The. Schoolmen and Platonifts have: in 
deed diftinguifhed between the ideas of things 
in the divine mind, and the things themfelves: 
confidered. as actually created, and. broughe 
into exiftence : A diftin@tion, for which there 
is not. the leaft ground or foundation... As 
foon as an idea is formed in the divine mind, 
it muft have all the perfection and real exi- 
ftence it can poffibly have. To fuppofe it has 
any further degree or reality of exiftence, is 
utterly abfurd and inconceivable ; for, in the 
univerfal mind, to conceive a thing, and to 
bring it into being, muift be one and the 
fame a€t.. We ourfelves indeed firft form 
ideas in our minds, and then carry- them 
into execution, and give them.a real exter- 
nal exiftence, by impreffing the likenefs of 
our preconceived ideas upon matter, which 
is an idea of the univerfal mind, and by that 
means render our ideas univerfally. percepti- 
ble. And hence the diftinétion of the idea 
of a thing, and the real exiftence of. that 
thing, with refpect to. the acts and operati» 
ons of our minds. But~it is plain na fuch 
diftinction can fubfift with refpedt.to the 
univerfal mind, becaufe an idea exifting 
thereia 
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therein is univerfally perceptible, and actu- 
ally perceived, by created minds, {fo far as 
their circumftances and perceptive: powers- 
permit; and therefore any further realization 
of fuch idea, is neither neceflary nor con- 
ceivable, Add to this, that it is agreed on 
all hands, that this material world is imme- 
diately prefent to; and perceived, and perva- 
ded by the univerfal mind: and if fo, it can 
be nothing elfe but a fyftem of ideas formed 
in, and by that mind ; for it is fcarce con-+ 
ceivable how fach an intimate connexion 
fhould fubfift between a fpirit and any thing 
elfe -but its own ideas. The. divine ideas 
may indeed be confidered in two different 
refpects,- either as exifting in the divine 
mind, unperceived by any other mind what- 
ever, or as they are perceived by created 
minds: but their being rendered perceptible 
to us, does not give them an exiftence dif- 
ferent from, and more perfec than the ex- 
iftence they had before. Creating therefore, 
or bringing a thing into being, with refpect 
to us, is only furnifhing our minds with pro-. 
per powers to perceive that thing : but, with 
refpect to the univerfal mind, when an idea 
exifts therein, it is both perceived by that 
mind, and capabie of being perceived by all 
other minds; fo that there can be no reafon 
nor foundation for diftinguifhing between 
the ideas of things,and the things themfelves, 
with regard to the univerfal mind. 
Nor is the do¢trine we have been inculcat- 
ing 
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ing altogether unfupported by authoritiex 
That external bodies*are. nothing elfe but 
the divine ideas, feems to have been the-fen- 
timent of the great Newfon,tho’ he never ful- 
ly explained and infifted upon it. It was 
an applauded notion of his, that infinite {pace 
is the /en/orium of the deity, and that as the 
{pecies of things are prefent to our /enforiola, 
fo in like manner to the /enforium of the 
deity the things-themfelves.are prefent:-. A 
fentiment,which, if it be explained,examined 
and purfued, will be found. to approach very 
near to, if itdoes not perfectly coincide. with, 
the opinion we have endeavoured to 
eftablith. 

This fyftem, as it is not a mere hypothefis, 
but is founded upon our knowledge of our 
own. minds, and the: analogy iubtifting be- 
tween a finite and infinite mind, fo it fur- 
nithes us with fuch clear conceptions as ena- 
ble us to overcome diticulties which have 
perplexed the philiofophers of all ages, and 
upon that account acquires the greater pro- 
bability. 

Many are the difficulties which have been 
raifed concerning the creation and annihilati- 
on of matter, which upon our fyftem en- 
tirely vanifh. Forif, as we think, we. have 
tuiciently proved, the univerfe be nothing 
but a fyftem of the divine ideas, it is plain 
and eafy to be conceived, that thefe. ideas 
muft be formed by the divine mind with as 
great, perhaps rauch greater, facility than our 
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ideasare formed in and by our minds; and that 
withthe . fame cafe they.-may be expunged 
and‘annihilated.: How indeed this is effect-- 
ed, is impoffible for us to know: we don’t 
knowhow: we form our own ideas (but we 
know: we:do and can form them): much lefs: 
can we expect to know how the divine ideas 
are formed: It-is ‘manifeft,: therefore, that to 
create an univerfe,or to annihilate it, nothing 
more.is neceffary:than a refolution or voliti-- 
on of theuniverfal mind. And how confo- 
nant and agreeable is all this to the language 
of revelation!-—’’ Let there be-light,and there 
“f was light ’.—“‘He {pake, and they were 
““ made: He commanded, and they were 
“ -created.”’ 
= Various. have ‘been the -opinions of philo- 
faphers-sconcerning the age of the world, 
and bymany'ftrange arguments have they 
attempted to inveftigate it. Ocellus Lucanus,: 
Plato, and_Arzftotle were of opinion that the: 
world flow’d fromGod as rays from the fun, 
and that it ‘muft be eternal, becaufe it was 
impoffible an eternal agent, having an eternal 
pafiive fubje&t (for they fuppofed the origi- 
nal: particles. of matter to be eternal) could 
continue long without a¢tion. An argument, 
which fhews they had very imperfect and 
erroneous notions both of matter and fpirit. 
An ‘infinite mind could always find employ- 
ment.in the pure contemplation of its own 
ideas. But {uch ridiculous rezfoning will al- 
ways be the confequence of attempting to 
deter- 
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determine things’ by reafon which are not: 
determinable by it. It is. not improbable: 
indeed but that the feveral fyftems of ideas: 
in the divine mind may have their refpec- 
tive durations, or times of exiftence. allotted: 
them, at the expiration whereof they may 
ceafe to be, and be fucceeded by new: fy-. 
ftems. But when any particular fyftem of. 
ideas began to exift, or when it will ceafe. 
to exift, are circumftances which: can.be: 
known only to. that mind wherein they- exe, 
ift, which depend entirely upon-the divine: 
will, and can be known to no other minds. 
any further than: it pleafes-the univerfal: 
mind to reveal them. . 

Queftions have been agitated concerning’ 
the locality of heaven or hell, which are 
equally vain and indeterminable. The hea-: 
ven or hell of a rational and percipient: 
mind, confifts in its being affeCted with per-. 
ceptions infinitely: pleafant and agreeable; 
or excefiively painful and tormenting ; but 
thefe perceptions have no neceffary relation 
to place at all, and may very probably not 
be caufed by, nor have any relation to, any 
of the bodies whereof the univerfe we at: 
prefent perceive conirfts, .but may arife 
from quite different fy{tems of the divine 
ideas, whereof we can at prefent form no. 
notion or conception at ‘all... Certain it 
feems to be, that when our minds are depri-- 
ved of their prefent organs of fenfe, by 
which the communication between them 

and 
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and the prefent external world is kept open, 
they will not be able to. perceive. any of 
the things which. they now perceive, and 
probably an entirely new fyftem of percep- 
tions will break. in upon them, either in 
confequence of their difembodied ftate, or 
by means of fore new perceptive powers 
they may be furnithed with. 
~ Men have been.very bold and prefumptu-. 
ous in their difputes concerning free-will,and. 
fome have even gone {fo far as to pronounce 
it irreconcileable with the goodnefs of the 
fupreme being to create free-agents. Such- 
rath judgments, in things whereof we have a. 
very imperfect. knowledge, are inexcufable.- 
We have feen. that impercipient bodies are 
ideas of the divine mind, inactive in them-. 
felves, and entirely dependent thereon. 
Their exiftence is eafily conceivable: To 
form beings with perceptive powers, and. 
perceptions, diftinét from thofe of the uni- 
verfal mind, isa far higher exertion of om-: 
nipotence ; an-operation whereof we can 
form no analogous conceptions at all. Only 
thus much we may difcern, that the very 
nature of a diftin€t perception feems necefia- 
rily to require a good meafure of freedom 
and independence in the percipient ; and it 
is therefore probable, and I ftrongly fufpect, 
that free-will is the neceffary refult, an ine- 
vitable confequence of endowing a being with 
reafon and perception: and to fay that free- 
agents ought not to have been created, is in 
cf. 
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being, That they exift only: in our minds, 
and have no external. originals, or fecondary 
caufes at all. .-The opinion maintained. .in 
-this pamphlet is; ‘That our- fenfations (pro- 
-perly fo called) exift indeed in.curown minds 
alone,’ but that the immediate caufes of 
then: are external, and are indeed no other 
than the divine ideas, which make thefe im- 
‘preffions upon our minds by means of the 
-organs of fenfe. 

Of thefe three opinions, the firft, which 
maintains external bodies to be a fort of dif 
tinct and independent fubftances. is utterly 
-inconceivable. . The iecond we have thewn 
‘to be partly falfe, and partly imperfeét, con- 
tradictory and indigeited. To prove the 
third, which afierts that thofe things which 
we call external bodies, and which are.the 
immediate caufes of our fenfations, are no 
other than the divine ideas ; to prove this, 
I fay, to be the moft probable Opinion of 
the three, nothing more feems to be necef- 
fary, than to fhew that the divine ideas may 
be rendered perceptible to us, without the 

intervention of any diftinct fabftance. © To 
evince this, it may fuffice to obferve, that 
tho’ our minds have no direét and immedi: 
ate Communication at all with each other, 
but are kept apart, and as it were fhut‘up 
feparately and imprifoned, yet by means of 
certain: founds and characters we can com- 
municate, and imprefs our ideas upon each 
other. And furely the univerfal mind which 
per- 
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effec to fay that no-rational percipient beirigs: 
at. all. ought to have been created. » ‘And tor: 
affert that man ought to have been placéd in 
better circumftances than he-is placed in,'. is; 
perhaps to affert; that different.: fy{tems- of: 
ideas ought not to have been formed in,‘nors 
different claffes of intelligences i created -by,} 
the univerfal mind; and for-men'to talle in: 
this manner; is to fet themfelves above their: 
creator. 

Thus. much may. fuffice to thew; that dif-; 
ficulties are s:more: ealily..{olvéd: upon: this: 
fyftem than upon any other.: «The fingulast 
rity of it however feems to require, that, by: 
wayiof conclufion,. we fhould: briefly reca-r 
pitalate the arguments made: ufe of, that be: 
ing:.collected:. together and--abridged;:. theyi 
may have a greater force and effect, and leaver 
xdeeper impreflion upon the mind of the 
reader, 

.:That..our fenfations are:.excited in our; 
minds by fome external caufe; is evident, and. ~ 
acknowledged by all:.-That the firtt-andr 
criginal caufe of them is’ the fupreme-he~ 
ing, is na lefs'certain: . The -only point Jnr 
difpute is, "What ts the fecondary-or imme-; 
diate caule of -them.:,.The common apini=:, 
on is, That.they are. the impreffions of: ex=:: 
ternal bodies; .or fubftaneeé which | are - dif-: 
ting from {pirit,;and. in fome degree inde-: 
pendent thereon. The opinion: of the Bi~ 
thon of .Chyne.is, That they: are immedi~s 


a 


ately excited in our minds by- the jupreme: 


we 
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(pervades all things, to which all created 
minds are immediately prefent, open, and 
acceffible, muft have a power of communi- 
cating its ideas to, and impreffing them up- 
oa our minds, by Soest cae means, 
in a manner much more ftrong and lively. 
Nor will it avail any thing toi object, that 
ideas are mere forms and phantoms, fugi- 
tive and fhadowy beings, which are not real 
and fubftantial enough to produce the ef- 
fects we would afcribe to them: for this 
is only true of the ideas we form in our own 
minds. They are indeed fuch, for they are 
only flight, imperfect, imitations of the ef- 
fects which the divine ideas have upon our 
minds. We cannot form any real or origi+ 
‘nal ideas, we can only copy, combine, or 
compound the fenfations or impreffions 
made upon our mind. But it is manifeft 
that a power of forming ideas of fome fort 
is effential to all minds, and confequently 
the uviverfal mind, which has nothing to 
copy after, muft have a power of forming 
real and perfect ideas. lll its ideas muft 
be originals, and endued with qualities and 
properties which our ideas have not. The 
divine ideas muft be as much more perfect 
than ours, as aliving man is a more perfect 
being than his picture, or in the fame de-~ 
gree as the creating mind is more perfect 
than the created; and confequently muft 
have all the qualities and properties afcribed 
to external bodies, and al! the reanifites to 

excite 
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excite perception. Upon the whole it 
feems very clear, that matter and all. its va- 
rious compofitions, which we call external 
bodies, are nothing but the divine ideas 
exifting in the divine mind, in much the 
fame manner as our ideas exift in our minds; 
and that real, pofitive, and abfolute exiftence 
can be predicated of nothing but fpirit, 2... 
the univerfal and created minds, all other 
things having only an exiftence relative 
thereto, and dependent thereon. So that if 
by a figure of fpeech we fubftitute the effe& 
for the caufe, that of Cato in the Pharfalia 
would be true, 


Jupiter 6 guadcungque vides,quocunque moveris. 
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THE FIRST 


PRINCIPLES 


OF 


Merapuysics and Locic. 
Together with 


The Progrefs of the Human Mind towards 
its Perfeétion. 


a eee 
C HVA: P. -f. 


Of the Mind in general, its Objeéts and 
Operations. 


I. T is my Defign in the following Effay, 
to trace out, in as fhorta 
Compafs as I can, the fe- The Defign. 
veral Steps of the Mind of Man, from 
the firft Impreffions of Senfe, through the feveral 
Improvements it gradually makes, till it arrives 
to that Perfection and Enjoyment of itfelf, which 
is the great End of its Being. In order to 
which, it will firft be expedient to define what 
we mean by the Auman Mind, and to give fome 
Account of its various Objects, Powers and Ope- 
rations, and the Principles and Rules by which 
they 
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they are to be conduéted in attaining to the Know~ 
lege of Truth, which is the BufinefS of that 
Science which is called LOGIC, or The Art of 
Thinking and Reafining ; the Foundation of which 
is the Philofiphia prima, which is alfo called AZe- 
taphyfics and-Ontclory, or the Doéirine of the ge- 
neral Notion of Being, with its various Properties 
and Affeétions, and thofe applied in general both ta 
Body and Spirit. And as Truth and Gord are 
nearly allied, being in cffect but the fame Thing 
under different Confiderations, this wilt pave the 
Way towards the Attainment of that fupreme 
Good, in the Choice and E-joyment of which 
confifts our higheft Happinefs; the particular 
Confideration of which is the Bufinels of Ethics, 
or Moral Philofithy, which teach the Art of pur- 
Suing our bizghe/t Happinefs by the univerfal PraGitce 
of Virtue. 
“2. Tue Word Mind or Spirit, in general, 
. fignifies any intelligent adfive Being ; 
pig cas wack Notton we take from what we 
Mind are confcicus of in ourfelves, who 
; know that we have within us a Prine 
ciple of confcious Perception, Intelligence, AAi- 
vity and Self-exertion; or rather, that each of us 
is a confcious, perceptive, intelligent, active and 
felf-exerting Being: And by Reafoning and Ana- 
logy from ourfelves we apply it to all other Minds 
or Intelligences befides, or fuperior to us; and 
{removing all Limitations and Imperfections) we 
apply it even to that Great Supreme lutellizence, 
who is the univerfal Parent of all created Spirits, 
and (as faras our Words and Concep:ions can go) 
may be defined, an infinite Mind or Spirit, or a 
Being infinitely intelligent and ative. But by the 
Human Mind, we mean that Principle of —— 
ntel- 
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Intelligence and free Activity, which we feel with- 
in ourfelves, or rather feel ourfelves to be, fur- 
nifhed with thofe Objects and Powers, and under 
thofe Confinements and Limitations, under which 
it hath pleafed our great Creator to place us in 
this prefent State, 

3 ke arey an prefents ik or Minds 
connected with grofs tangible Bodies 

in fuch a tenner: at as our Bodies, Of pos 
¢an perceive and act nothing but b yl 
our Minds, fo, on the other Hand, . sia 

our Minds perceive and at by Means of our bo- 
dily Organs. Such is the prefent Law of our 
Nature, which I conceive ta be no other than a 
meer arbitrary Conftitution or Eftablifhment of 
Him that hath made us to be what we are.—And 
accordingly I apprehend that the Uniort between 
our Souls and Bodies, during our prefent State, 
confifls in nothing elfe but this Law of our Na- 
ture, which is the Will and perpetual Fiat of that 
infinite Parent Mind, who made, and bolds our 
Siuls in Life, and in whom we live, and move, and 
have-cur Being, viz. That our Bodies fhould be 
thus aéted by our Minds, and that our Minds 
fhould thus perceive and a& by the Organs of 
our Bodies, and under fuch Limitations as in fact 
we find ourfelves to be attended with. 

4. THe immediate Obje& of thefe our Per- 
ceptions and Actions we call Ideas ; as Defnition 
this Word has been commonly de- a - 
fined and ufed by the Moderns, with ve Ry 
whom it fignifics any immediate Ob- 4°“ 
je& of the Mind in Thinking, whe- ~~ 
ther fenfible or intelleftual, and fo is, in Effeét, 
fynonymous with the Word Thought, which com- 
prebends both.-----Plats, indeed, by the Word 

Idea, 
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Idea, underftood the original Exemplar of Things, 
whether fenfible or intelle€tual, in the eternal 
Mind, conformable to which all Things exift ; or 
the abftract Effences of Things, as being Origi- 
nals or Archetypes in that infinite Intelleét, of 
which our Ideas or Conceptions are a Kind of 
Copies.----But perhaps, for the more diftin& un- 
derftanding ourfelves upon this Subject, it may 
be beft to confine the Word Jdea to the immedi- 
ate Objects of Senfe and Imagination, which was 
the original Meaning of it; and to ufe the Word 
Nation or Conception, to fignify the Objeéts of 
Confcioufnefs and pure Intellect, tho’ both of 
them may be expreffed by the general Term 
Thought; for thefe are fo entirely, and toto Cals 
different and diftin€ one from the other, that it 
may be apt to breed Confufion in our Thoughts 
and Language, to ufe the fame Word promifcu- 
oufly for them both ; tho’ we are indeed general 
ly obliged to fubftitute fenfible Images and the 
Words annexed to them, to reprefent Things 
purely intelleQual ; fuch, for Inftance, are the 
Words, Spirit, Refled?, Conceive, Difceurfe, and 
the like. 
5. Our Minds may be faid ta be created 
The Oriei- Mee Tabula rafz; i.e. They have 
7 8'- noNoticesof any Objcéts of any Kind 
"a fr properly created in them, or concre- 
sai ated with them: Yet I apprchend, 
that in all the Notices they have of any Kind of 
Objects, they have an immediate Dependance 
upon the Deity, as really as they depend upon 
Him for their Exiftence; 7. ¢. ‘They are no more 
Authors to themfelves of the Obje&s of their 
Perceptions, or the Light by which they perceive 
them, than of the Power of Perceiving itfelf ; 
but 
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but that they perceive chem by a perpetual Inter- 
courfe with that great Parent Mind, to whofe 
inceffant Agency they arc entirely paffive, both in 
all the Perceptions of Senfe, and in all that in- 
telle€tual Light by which they perceive the Ob- 
jets of the pure Intelledt..------Notwithftanding 
which, it is plain from Experience, that in Con- 
fequence of thefe Perceptions they are entirely at 
Liberty to act, or not to aét, and all their A€tions 
flow from a Principle of Self-exertion. But in 
order the better to underftand thefe Things, 
I muft more particularly define thefe Terms. 
And, as all the Notices we have in our Minds 
cerive to them originally from (or rather by 
Means of) thefe two Fountains, Senfe and Con- 
finfiifs it it neceflary to begin with them. 

6. By Senfe, we mean, thofe Perceptions 
we have of Objeéts ab extra, or b 
Means of the erent Organs of pe Of he Sex 
Bodies.—T hus, by Fee’sng or Touch, sie 
we perceive an endlefs Varicty of tangible Ob- 
jeets, Refiftance, Extenfion, Figure, Moticn, Hard, 
Soft, Heat, Cild, &c. By Sight we perceive 
Light and Celors, with all their endlefly various 
Modifications, Red, Blue, Green, &c. By Hear- 
ing, we perceive Scunds: By Tafting, Sapsrs: 
By Smelling, Odcrs, &c.—-Thefe are called Sim- 
ple Ideas. And of thefe, forted out into a vatt 
Variety of fixed Combinations, or Compound Ideas, 
diftinét from each other, and in which they are 
always found to co-exift, confifts every Sort and 
individual Bzdy in Nature, fuch as we call Man, 
Hiorfe, Tree, Stone, Apple, Cherry, &e.----- And of 
all thefe various diftin&t Combinations or Com- 
pounds, connedied together in fuch a Manner as 
to conftitute one moft beautiful, ufeful and har- 
monious 
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monious Whole, confifts what-we call Univer/af- 

Nature, or the intire fenfible or natural World. 
7. In the Perception of thefe Ideas or Ob- 

ius jects of Senfe, we find our Minds 

swe are pa/- are meerly paffive, it not being in our 

fru Power (fuppofing our Organs rightly 

° difpofed and fituated) whether we 
will fee Light and Colours, hear Sounds, &c. We 
are not Caufes to ourfelves of thefe Perceptions, 
nor can they be produced in our Minds without 
a Caufe; or (which is the fame Thing) by any 
imagined ere. inert, or unaCtive Caufe, 
(which indeed is aContradiGtion in Terms). From 
hence it is a Demonftration that they mutt derive 
to us from an Almighty, intelligent ative Caufe, 
exhibiting them to us, imprefling our Minds with 
them, or producing them in us ; and confequent- 
ly (as I intimated) it muft be by a perpetual In- 
tercourfe of our Minds with the DEITY, the 
ee Author of our Being, or by His perpetual 

nfluence or Aétivity upon them, that they are 
poffeffed of all thefe Obje&s of Senfe, and the 
Light by which we perceive them. 

8. TuEsez Ideas or Objects of Senfe are 
Ideas of commonly fuppofed to be Pictures or 
Senfe ee Reprefentations of ‘Things without 
Piftures us, and indeed external to any Mind, 
502 dhe ie y even that of the Deity himfelf, and 
Thi the Truth or Reality of them is con- 

nae ceived to confift in their being exact 
Pitures of Things or Objects without us, which 
are fuppofed to be the real Things.---But as it is 
impoffible for us to conceive what is withcut our 
Minds, and confequently, what thofe fuppofed 
Originals are, and whether thefe Ideas of ours are 
jut Refemblances of them or not; I am <2 

this 
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this Notion of them will lead us into an inextrica- 
ble Scepticifm. I am therefore apt to think that 
thefe Ideas, or immediate Objects of Senfe, are 
the real Things, at leaft all that we are concern- 
ed with, I mean, of the fenfible Kind; and that 
the Reality of them confifts in their Stability and 
Confifteice, or their being, in a ftable Manner, 
exhibited to our Minds, or produced in them, 
and in a fteady Connection with each other, con- 
formable to certain fixed Laws of Nature, which 
the great Father of Spirits hath eftablithed to 
Himfelf, according to which He conftantly ope- 
rates and affects our Minds, and from which 
He will-not vary, unlefs upon extraordinary Oc- 
cafions, as in the Cafe of Miracles. 

g. Tuus, for Inftance, there is a fixed fta- 
ble Conne&tion between Things tan- I 2 
gible and Th'ngs visible, or the imme- ee - 
diate Objeéts of Touch and Sight, de- vif ae 2 
pending, as I conccive, immediately : jh 
upon the permanent, moft wife Al- *47S'°%+ 
mighty Will and Fiat of the great Creator and 
Preferver of the World. By this, however, it is 
not meant, that. vifible Objects are Pitures- of 
tangible Objeéts (which yet is all the Senfe that 
can be made of our ideas of Senfe being Images 
of real Things without us) for they are entirely 
different and diftin& Things ; as different as the 
found Triangle, and the Figure fignified by it; fo 
different, that a Man born blind, and made to fee, 
could have no more Notion that a vifible Globe 
hath any Conne@ion with a tangible Globe, by 
meer Sight, without being taught, than a French- 
mn that fhould come into England, and hear the 
Word Mar, could imagine, without being taught, 
that it fignified the fame Thing with the Word 

Cc Finimes 
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Homme, jn his Language.—All that can be meant 
by it, therefore, is, That, as tangible Things are 
the Things immediately capable of producing (or 
rather, being attended with) fenfible Pleafure or 
Pain in us, according to the prefent Laws of our 
Nature, on Account of which they are conceived 
of as being properly the real Things; fo the im- 
mediate Objeé?s of Sight or vifible Things, are al- 
ways, by the fame ftable Law of our Nature, 
connected with them, as Signs of them, and ever 
correfpondent and proportioned to them; Viftble 
Extenfion, Figure, Motion, &c. with thofe of the 
tangible Kind, which go by the fame Names : and 
fo in the Compounds or Combinations of them ; 
the vifible Man, Horfe, Tree, Store, &c. with 
thofe of the tangible Kind, fignified by the fame 
Names *. 
10. Nor that it is to be doubted but that 
there are Archetypes of thefe fenfible 
Of Archer Tacos essing, exeenal toour Minds; 
5 but then they muft exift in fome other 
Mind, and be Ideas alfo as well as ours; becaufe 
an Idea can refemble nothing but an Idea; and 
an Idea ever implies in the very Nature of it, Re- 
Jation to a Mind percciving it, or in which it ex- 
ifts. But then thofe Archetypes or Originals, and 
the Manner of their Exiftence in that eternal 
Mind, muft be intircly different from that of their 
Exiftence in our Minds; as different, as the 
Manner of His Exiftence is from that of ours. 
In Him they muft exift, as in original Intellcét ; 
in us, only by Way of Senfe and Imagination ; in 
Him, as Originals ; in us, only as taint Copies ; 
fuch as he thinks fit to communicate to us, ac- 
* See Bp. Berkeley's Theeries 2 Vitor, Principles of 
Human Kaovelege, and Three Dialbgues. 
cording 
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cording to fuch Laws and Limitations a8 he hath 
eftablifhed, and fuch as are fufficient to all the 
Purpofes relating to our Well-being, in which 
only we are concerned. Our Ideas, therefore, 
can no otherwife be faid to be Images or Copies of 
the Archetypes in the eternal Mind, than as our 
Souls are faid tu be Images of Him, or as we are 
faid to be made after bis Image *. 

11. THus much for Senfe.—By Confcieuf- 
nefs is meant, our Perception of Ob- 1 Hf Conf 
jects ab intra, or from reflecting or sinfrefi “fei 
turning the Eye of ourMind inward, 77 2. ti 
and obferving what paffes within it- pripi Me 
felf; whereby we know that we per- .. 
ceive all thofe fenfible ObjeSs and 
their Conneétions, all the Pleafures and Pains at- 
tending them, and all the Powers or Faculties 
of our Minds employed about them. Thus I am 
confcious that I perceive Light and Colors, Scunds, 
Odors, Sapers, and tangible Qualities, with all 
the various Combinations of them; and that of 
tnefe, fome give me, or rather are attended with, 
Pain or Uncafinefs, others with Pleafure or Eafe, 
and the comfortable Enjoyment of myfelf. I find, 
moreover, that when ] have had any Perception 
or Impreffion of Senfe, I retain a faint Image of 
it in my Mind afterwards, or have a Kind of in- 
ternal Senfe or Remembrance of it; as having 
feen the Sun, a Flower, a Herfe, or a Man, I re- 
tain the Image of their Figure, Shape, Color, &c. 
afterwards. Thus I have now a faint Idea of 
the Sun at Midnight, and of a Ref in Winter: 
1 know how fuch a Tree, fuch a Hirfe, or fuch a 
Man looks, tho’ I have neither of them before my 


* See on thi: Head, Norris's Ideal World. Part 1. 
C2 Eyes, 


mory. 
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Eyes. ‘This Power of the Mind is called Jmagi- 
nation and Memory, which implies a Confciouf- 
nefs of the original Impreffion (tho’ indeed the 
Word Memiry may imply the Recollection of 
intelle€tual as well as fenfible Objects, but chiefly 
‘thofe by Means of thefe, which is alfo called 
‘ Reminifcence) and thefe Ideas of thé Imagination 
may be truly faid to be Images or Pictures of the 
Ideas or immediate Objects of Senfe. We are 
moreover confcious of a Power whereby we can 
not only imagine Things as being what they real- 
ly are in Nature, but can alfo join fuch Parts 
and Properties of Things together, as never co- 
exifted in Nature, b:.t are meer Creatures of our 
Minds, or Chimeras; as the Head of a Man 
with the Body of an Horfe, &%c. which mutt 
alfo be referred to the Imagination, but as influ- 

enced by the Will. 
12. But befides thefe Powers of Senfe and 
Ofthe pure Imagination, we are confcious of 
what is called the pure Jntelleé?, or the 


pareond Power of conceiving abftracted or 
pray Spiritual Objeéls, and the Relations 
- between our feveral Ideas and Con- 


ceptions, with the various Difpofitions, Exertions 
and Aétions of our Minds, and the complex No- 
tions refulting from all thefe; of all which we 
¢éannot be properly faid to have Jdeas, they being 
intirely of a different Kind from the Objects of 
Senfe and Imagination: and therefore I would 
rather call them N ti.ns or Conceptions ; which 
again are either fimple, fuch as Percestin, Cin- 
St tan fuefs. Folitic:, Affection, AB n, &c. or com- 
piex, as Spirit, Sul, God, Ca: fe, Eff'@, Propor- 
ticn, Fuflice, Charity, &c. Now of all thefe, and 
what relates to them, confifts the intire /piritual 

of 
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or meral TVcrld. But in order the better to un- 
derftand or conceive of thefe, it is neceflary more 
particularly to purfue and explain thefe intellectual 
and aétive Powers whereof we are confcious with- 
in ourfelves ; fuch as, 1 The fimple Apprebenfi:n 
of Objects, and their feveral Relations, Connecti- 
ons and lependencies, arifing from our comparing 
our Ideas and Conceptions one with another. 
2. Fudging of true or fuse, according as Things 
appear to agree or difagree, to be connected or not 
connected one with another. 3. Reafaning or 
inferring one Thing from another, and methodiz- 
ing Things according to their Conne€ions and 
Order. All this is the Subje&t of Logics; to 
which fucceeds, 1. Affecting, or difaffecting 
Things, according as they appear good or bad, 
agreeable or difagrceable to us, 7. ¢. attended with 
Pleafure or Uneafinefs. 2. Wtllinz or Niling, 
Chufing or Refufing, according as we affect or 
difaffe& them. 3. Liberty of Afing, or furbcav- 
ing to a&t in Confequence of the Judgment and 
Choice we have made of them. All this is the 
Subje& of Ethics. But it is neceffary to define 
thefe Terms, and give fome Account of thefe fe- 
veral Aé&ts and Exertions of our Minds (which, 
as well as thofe of Senfe, Confcioufnefs, Imagi- 
nation and Memory above-mentioned, are only 
fo many Modifications of them) in order to what 
is next to follow. 

13. But before I proceed, I would, in or- 
der thereunto, firft obferve, That no 


fooner does any Object ftrike the phigeot 
Senfes, or is received in our Imagi- '”% ; nih 
nation, or apprehended by our Un- ee i pie 


derftanding, but we are immedi- 
ately confcious of a Kind of intelledtual Light 
3 within 
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within us (if I may fo call it) whereby we not 
only know that we perceive the Object, but di- 
reétly apply ourfelves to the Confideration of it, 
both in itfelf, its Properties and Powers, and as it 
ftands related to all other Things. And we find 
that, as we are enabled by this intellectual Light to 
perceive thefe Objeéts and their various Relati- 
ons, in like Manner as by fenfible Light we are 
enabled to perceive the Objects of Senfe and their 
various Situations *; fo our Minds are as paffive 
to this intelleSual Light, as they are to TTille 
Light, and can no more withftand the Evidence 
of it, than they can withftand the Evidence cf 
Senfe. Thus I am under the fame Neceffity to 
affent to this, —T:hat / am or have a Being, and 
that I percetve and freely exert myfelf, as | am of 
affenting to this,—That I fee Colors or hear 
Sounds. 1am as perfeétly fure that 24+2=4, or 
that the Whole is equal to all its Parts, 2s that I 
Jet Heat or Cold, or that I fee the Sun when I 
Jook full on it in the Meridian in a c'ear Day. 
I am intuitively certain of both. This in- 
tellectua] Light I conceive of, as if it were a - 
dium of Knowlege, juft as fenfible Light is of 
Sight. In both there is the Pewer of perceiving, 
and the Objed perceived ; and this is the Medium 
by which I am enabled to know it. This Light 
is alfo one, and common to al] intelligent Be- 
ings, and enlightens alike, every Man that cometh 
inta the World, a Chinefe, or ‘Jatonefe, as well as 
an European or Arncrican; an Angel as well as a 
Man. By it they all 2t once fee the fame 
Thing to be true or right in all Places at the 


* This is Plato’s Do€trine, in his-Rep. 6. &c. 
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fame Time, and alike invariably in all Times, 
paft, prefent, and to come. 

14. Now if it be afked, Whence does this 
Light derive, whereby all created Minds at once 
perceive, as by a common Standard, the fame 
Things alike to be true and right? I anfwer, 
I have noother Way to conceive how Wr, “. 
I come to be affected with this intui- ‘eee 
tive intelleGtual Light, whereof I am 
confcious, than by deriving it from the univerfal 
Prefence and Aiion of the DEITY, or a per- 
petual Communication with the great Father of 
Lights *, or rather his eternal /Vord and Spirit, 
exhibiting and impreffing. For I know I am not 
the Author of it to myfelf, being paflive and not 
active with regard to it, tho’ I am aétive in Con- 
fequence of it.----"Therefore, tho’ I cannot ex- 
plain the Manner how I am imprefled with it 
(as neither can I how I am imprefled with Ob- 
jects of Senfe) I humbly conceive that God does 
as truly and immediately enlighten my Mind in- 
ternally to know thefe intellectual Objeéts, as he 
does by the Light of the Sun (his fenfible Repre- 
fentative) enable me to perceive fenfible Objects. 
So that thofe Expreffions are indeed no lefs Phi- 
lofophical than Devout, that Gop is Light, and 
in his Light we fee Light.----And this intuitive 
Knowlege, as far as it goes, muft be the Pia 
Principles, from which the Mind takes its Rife, 
and upon which it proceeds in all its fubfequent 
Improvements in Reafoning, and difcovering both 


ts derived. 


* See the ArchiiFep of Cambray, on this Subject, 
in his Demonaktiiitics. of the Exiftence of God. And 
Norris or Maléranch, io Cudwarth’s Int. Syit. p. 
730. Ed. 1743. 
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Truth in Speculation, and Right in A@ion; fo 
that this intelleGtual Light mult be primarily and 
carefully attended to, if we would avoid and be 
fecure from either Error or Vice. 

Nor muft this Manner of Thinking be fufpected 
to favour of Enthufiafm, it being the fettled Courfe 
or Law of Nature, according to which the great 
Parent Mind enlightens us ; and that in ‘Things, in 
their own Nature capable of clear Evidence: 
Whereas Exthufajm implics an imaginary, as Re- 
velation is a real and well-attefted adventitious 
Light, above and. beyond the fettled Law or 
Courfe of Nature, difcovering ‘I'ruths not other- 
wife knowable, and giving DireQions, or enjoin- 
ing Rules of Action in Things arbitrary, or Mat- 
ters of meer Inftitution. Lafliy, from this intuitive 
intelleQual Light it is (as 1 conceive) that we de- 
rive what we call Ta/fe and Judgment, and, with 
refpect to Morals, what fome call the moral Sent 
or the Confcience, which are only a Sort of quic 
intuitive Senfe or Apprehenfion of the Decent 
and Am‘able, of Beauty and Deformity, of True 
and Falfe, and of Right and Wrong, or Duty 
and Sin: And it is the chief Bufinefs of Culture, 
Art and Inftruction, to awaken and turn our 
Attention to it, and affift us in making Deducti- 
ons from it. 


CHAP. 


#1388 


An Authentick 


NARRATIVE 


Of the Success of 


TAR-WATER, 


In curing a great NUMBER and 


VaRIETY of DIsSTEMPERS, 
WITH 


REMARKS, 


AND 


OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
Relative to the Subject. 


To which are fubjoined, 
Two LETTERS from the Author of S7RIS. 


Shewing the Medicinal Properties of TAR-WATER, 
and the beft Manner of making is. 


By THOMAS PRIOR, Eh; 


To do good, and to communicate, forget not. Hen. xiii. 16. 
Dus.in Printed, 
LONDON Re-printed, 


For W. Innys, C. Hrrcu, and M. Cooper, in Paver. 
aefter-row 3 and C. Davis, in Holbcurn. BDCCXLy1. 


[Price Two Shillings.] 


51398 


Taylor & Francis 
Taylor & Francis Group 


http://taylorandfrancis.com 


ts) 


To His Excellency 


PA ao LP: 
Earl of CHESTERFIELD, 


Lord Lieutenant General, and 
General Governor of JRELAND., 


IGH Stations furnifh great Op« 
portunities of doing Good, 

where there is a Head to difcern, anda 
Heart to apply. Your Excellency is 
eminent for both. Since your Arrival 
in this Kingdom, you have acquired a 
thorough Knowledge of its Interefts, 
which you apply to the Service of his 
Majefty, and the Public; in fuch a Man- 
ner, that your Adminiftration will be 
always remembered with Gratitude and 
Honour. Your Management, fo gene- 
rous of your own, and fo frugal of the 
public Treafure, joined with a Conduct 
fo 
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fo open and fincere, without the leaft 
Tin@ture or Sufpicion of private Views, 
leave us at a Lofs to determine, which 
to admire moft, the true Policy, or the 
Probity of our Governor. 


Tuat benevolent and difinterefted 
Spirit, which diftinguifhes your Cha- 
racter, hath emboldened me to Addrefs 
this {mall Treatife to your Excellency ; 
which, as it is calculated to promote 
the public Good, coincides fo far with 
your own Views, as to feem entitled to 
fome Share of your Proteétion and Pa- 
tronage, 


I am, 
Wuh the greateft Refpett, 
Your Excellency’s moft Obedient, 


and moft humble Servaut, 


THomas Prior. 
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An AUTHENTICK 


ACCOUNT 


EFFECTS 


TARWATER. 


r: AVING publifhed, in the Dublin 
Fournal of the Third of Fuly, 1744, 

Remarks on an Advertifement, and up- 

on certain Affidavits mentioned therein, concerning 
the Effects of Tar-water in Stepbens’s Hofpital, and 
having, promifed to communicate to the Public, 
an Account of feveral Perfons, who have been en- 
tirely cured, or greatly relicved by the Ufe of Tar- 
water only, together with their Names, Places of 
Abode, .and Nature of their Ailments; I now 
addrefs myfelf to the Performance of my Promife, 
which hitherto has been delayed by many interven- 
ing Affairs, and by the Length of Time that was 
requifite to obtain full Information in a Multitude 
of Cafes that daily occurred ; but this Delay hath 
given me an Opportunity of procuring a more par- 
B ticular 
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ticular and exact Account of the Cafes of many Pa- 
tients, and the Progrefs of their Relief, which muft 
give more Satisfaétion, than a fhort imperfect De- 
tail of the Effeéts of Tar-water on the firft Tryals 
could poffibly afford. And finding that new Tryals 
and Difcoveries were made of the Virtues of Tar- 
water in many different Diftempers, and that fome 
Patients, who drank it for one Ailment only, yet 
found furprifing and unexpected Relief in other 
Ailments they laboured under ; I thought it proper 
to wait for the full Effect of thofe Tryals, and to 
find out if others, in the like Cafes, had not alfo re- 
ceived the fame Benefit; which would be a farther 
Confirmation of the Efficacy of Tar-water in fuch 
Diftempers. 

2. Many on the general Invitation given in the 
Journa! above-mentioned, feveral others, on particu- 
Jar Application, very freely communicated their Ail- 
ments and Reliefs for the Good of Mankind. Some 
who had received Benefit by Tar-water on the firft 
drinking of it, chofe to poftpone fending their Ac- 
counts, till they had received the full Benefit they 
expected by a longer Ufe of it. Some, efpecially 
of the Female Sex, communicated their Cafes, and 
the Benefit they received, yet were unwilling to 
have their Names mentioned in Public. Some 
Cafes required a long Ufe of Tar-water, before any 
Judgment could be formed of the Efficacy of it, 
and before a Cure could be effeéted. Ic was alfo 
fuggefted by fome, who decried the Ufe of Tar- 
water, that whatever feeming Benefit fome might 
have received on their firft drinking of it, yet that 
towards the Fal] of the Leaf, or the Winter follow- 
ing, they would feel fatal Confequences from it, in- 
finuating, at the fame time, that it was dangerous 
to drink it in the Dog-days, or in cold Weather, by 
which Means feveral were prevailed upon to lay a- 
fide the drinking of it for fome Months ; but find- 

ing 
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ing no fuch Confequences, they have fince refumed 
the drinking of it with great Advantage. 

3. For thefe, and many other Reafons, the Pub- 
lication of the Effects of Tar- water has been fo long 
deferred ; but now that we find many Thoufands 
have drank Tar-water, and great Numbers have re- 
ceived Benefit thereby ; fince Time, Experience, 
and many Tryals (the fureft Guides in Cafes of this 
Nature) have eftablifhed the Credit and Ufe of this 
Medicine, it would be a Prejudice to the Public, 
and an Injury to Mankind, to defer any longer the 
Publication of the many unexpected and furprifing 
Cures effected by Tar-water. And as particular In- 
{tances and Faéts, within the Krowlzdge and Ob- 
fervation of every onc, make fironger [mpreffions 
than general Affertions and Reafcnings can do; it is 
with great Satisfaétion I can inform the Public, that 
I am furnifhed with a great Number of authentic 
Accounts of the Effects of Tar-watcr, (more per- 
haps than ever happened in the Cafe of any other 
Medicine in fo fhort a Time) and that chiefly from 
the Patients themfelves, moft of them Men of Cha- 
racter and Integrity, who, befides the Pleafure of 
recounting the Benefits they received, had no other 
View in communicating their Cafes, but to promote 
the Good of others, and particularly of thoie, who 
might have the Misfortune of Jabouring under the 
fame Diforders. 

4. Having no other View in publifhing this Nar- 
rative, but to promote the fame good Intentions, I 
can affure the Public, that I have, with the greatcft 
Candor and Impartiality, laid before them the Facts 
and Cafes, as they were communicated to me; for 
which Purpofe I beg Leave to publith the Letters 
of particular Gentlemen, who have been fo goo:] as 
to give a Detail of their own Diforders, or of thofe 
of their Neighbours and Acquaintance, aad of the 


Benefit they received ; the Originals of which may 
B2 be 
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be viewed in my Hands, and I hope thofe Gentle- 
men will excufe the Liberty I have taken in publith- 
ing their Letters, which, as they were defigned for 
the Good of Mankind, fo I do not, in the leaft, 
doubt, but that they were communicated with the 
fame beneficent Intentions ; and as they come from 
Gentlemen of Charaéter and Worth, they will not 
fail to be much regarded, make the following Nar- 
rative more Authentick, and be the Means of pro- 
curing the Good of Thoufands. 

5. From fome, I had the Accounts of their Cafes 
from their own Mouths; and any one, who will 
give himfelf the Trouble of enquiring, may be fa- 
tisfied of the Truth thereof: from the Perfons them- 
felves, whofe Names are herein mentioned. Some 
Gentlemen in the Country hearing of the Succefs of 
Tar-water among their Neighbours, made a ftriét 
Enquiry, and were pleafed to fend me Accounts of 
feveral relieved thereby. I have alfo taken Notice 
of the Cafes of feveral Perfons, without mentioning 
their Names, in Compliance with their Defires not 
to have their Names publifhed ; but if any fhould 
be defirous to know who the Perfons are, whofe 
Names are omitted, I fhall be ready, for their pri- 
vate Satisfaction, to Jet them know fo much. 

6. At firft many Cafes occurred, of Perfons trou- 
bled with Colds, Coughs, Difficulty of Breathing, 
want of Reft and Appetite, which were foon re- 
moved by the Ufe of Tar-water ; but as it may be 
thought, that thefe Ailments might be removed 
by Exercife, Air, proper Diet, or other Medicines, 
without being beholden to Tar-water, I have omit- 
ted moft of thofe Cafes, though the Quicknefs and 
Eafe with which they were relieved, and the Num- 
ber of the Cures muft greatly recommend the Ufe 
of this Medicine. Thofe Cafes were thought too 
light to lay any Strefs upon: But the Inftances 


produced in this Narrative, are, for the moft part, 
Cafes 


1468 


TAR-WATER. 5 


Cafes of the moft grievous and dangerous Diftem- 

pers, Acute and Chronicle; fuch as the Gout, 

King’s-Evil, inveterate Scurvies, and Ulcers, con- 

firmed Afthmas, and Coughs, Fevers, Pleurifies, 

Rheumatifms, and Colics, &¢. which rarely give 

Way to any Medicines; thofe in common Ule 

having generally failed in the Inftances herein men- 

tioned ; but they all, in a great meafure, yielded to 
the Power and Efficacy of Tar-water, as will ap- 
pear by the fubfequent Narrative. 

7. But, in order to lay the Whole in a fair Light 
before the Reader, I fhall beg Leave, by Way of 
Introduction, to republifh the Affidavit, and my 
Remarks thereon, which gave the firft Occafion of 
writing on this Subjeét, together with fome Ob- 
fervations, publifhed in England, relating to that 
Affidavit, and fhall then proceed to give an am- 
ple Account of the Effects of Tar-water, according 
to Promife. 

8. The faid Remarks were as follow : 

Remarks on a late Advertifement, end upon certain 
Affidavits mentioned therein, concerning the Effedls 
of Tar-water in Stephens’s Hofpital. 

g. The Advertifement was publifhed in the Dub- 
lin Fournal of the Second of Fune, 1744, in the 
following Words, viz, ‘* We are very well inform- 
ed, that many voluntary Affidavits have been made 
before Alderman Walker, of the unfucccfsful Ue 
of Tar-water in Dr. Stepbens’s Hofpital, by Num- 
bers of Patients in that Houfe, fetting forth, thar, 
after a long Series of ufing Tar-water in the moft 
{tri and regular manner, none found themfelves in 
any wife better, but many of them much worfe ; 
and that thefe Afidevits are in the Hands of the 
Vifitors of the Hofpital, and may, at any Time, be 
viewed by the Curious in this Matter.” —* 

10. Being furprized to hear, that in Stepbezs’s 
Flofpital alone, none found themfelves any Way 

B 3 better, 
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better, and many of them worfe, by the Ufe of 
Tar-water, when, at the fame Time, great Num- 
bers both in Town and Country had received great 
Benefit thereby ; an:i being fully perfuaded, by the 
furprizing Benefits which 1 many of my Acquaint- 
ance have received, and daily do receive by Tar- 
water, that it is a ufeful and moft fafe Medicine ; 
my regard to Truth and the good of Mankind in- 
duced me to make an Enquiry into the Contents of 
thofe Afidavits, on which fo-much Strefs had been 
laid in the Advertifement, 

ir. LaccorJingly addreffed myfelf to the vifiting 
Phyfician of the Hofpital, who fhewed me the ori- 
ginal Affidavits, and gave me icave to take Copics 
of them, and act the fame time declared, that the 
faid Advertifement was pubdlithed without his 
Knowiedge. 

2. That the Public may be better able to judge 
of the Foice of thef: A davis, and the Truth of 
the Adversifement, [ thail here publith one of them, 
which may ferve for the reit, all of them being 
written in the fame Form and Words, except an 
Addition to three of them, which I thali alfo take 
notice cf. Vhe Affidavit 1 fhail mention, is in the 


foliowing Words; 


County ef hed &eloefter Deere, one of the Patients 

Cay of Badlin 2 iy Sceibeits’s Lofpital, came this Day 
bsfore me, asd made Oath, that he 
contantly drank the Tar-water by the 
D:diens of Dr, Lebunte, for about 
rane Weeks, and depoted that he hath 
nar found any Beaetic mercby. 


Sworn before me ihe Ilis 
Sy/ O Dowdal 


: 2 i 
2g:aol May, 1744. .) 


LW iblion Walter, Mark. 
The 
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13. The Doétor informed me, that the faid Dow- 
dal had an Impoithume in his Stomach, and mention- 
ed the Difeafes which the others laboured under, 
and faid the Patients began to drink the Water on 
the 26th of March, and that fome, who were 
ordered to drink the Water, neglected fo to 
do. 

14. There were but fix Affidavits in all, the 
Depofitions of the remaining Five, which were 
taken at the fame Time, are to the following Pur- 

ofe. 
15. ** James Martin in a high Degree of Lepro- 
fy {wears he drank Tar-water near fix Week with- 
out any Benefit. 

16. ** Bartholomew Hughs, inan Afthma and Con- 
fumption of the Lungs, drank Tar-water feven 
Weeks without any Benefit as to his Shortnefs of 
Breath, which was his principal Diforder. 

17. ** Mary Malone, tor the Itch drank the Tar- 
water five Weeks without any Benefit ; but being put 
into another Courfe for three Weeks, finds herfelf 
much better. 

18, ** Patrick Shaghuuffy for an inveterate Itch, 
drank Tar-water fix Weeks, found no Benefit, but 
found himfelf much worfe ; but being put into ano- 
ther Courfe finds himfelf much better. 

19. ** Ma. —— in the foul Difeafe, drank Tar- 
water fix Weeks, without any Benefit, but found 
herfelf much worfe ; but being put into another 
Courfe, finds herfelf much better.” 

20. This is the Subftance of the Affidavits, 
whereof four were made by Perfons that could not 
write their Names. 

21. When Tar-Water firft began to obtain fome 
Vogue, it was expected, that the learned would 
have left it to its own Fate, as was done in the Cafe 
of Quick-filver, and Ward’s Pill; and indeed one 
would have thought, that an Oppofition to a Me- 

Ba dicine 
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dicine of this Nature, muft have been either need- 
lefs or criminal : If the Medicine be bad, it will die 
away of itfelf; if good, it is plainly unwarrantable 
to oppofe it. How far this Oppofition, coming 
from a Quarter that may poffibly be fufpeéted of 
having fome Intereft in the Matter, can be recon- 
ciled with the Rules of Prudence, is fubmitted to 
the publick Confideration : The Doétor, who is 
known to be a Man of Worth and Skill in his Pro- 
feffion, a€ted very properly, and with good Inten- 
tion, in prefcribing this Water, to be taken, even in 
the worlt Cafes, in the Hofpital ; and I hear he has 
prefcribed it to others, out of the Hofpital, with Suc- 
cefs ; but the Ufe that others have made of what he 
had done, without his Knowledge, gives room for 
making the following Remarks. 

22. It is faid in the Advertifement, that many 
voluntary Affidavits have been made by Numbers of 
Paticnts in the Mofpital, feiting forth, that * after a 
*¢ Jong Series of ufing Tar-water, in the moft {trict 
*¢ and regular manner, none found themfelves in any 
“¢ wife better, but many of them much worfe ;” now 
upon comparing the ddvertifement with the Affida- 
vits, we can find no Words in the Jatter to fupport 
thofe Affertions ; not a Word of a long Series, or the 
moft firiét and regular Manner, or that none received 
Benefit ; and it was impoffible that any one Patient 
couk! fafely fwear, that none in the Houfe received 
the leaft Benefit,whatever he might have faid of his 
own Cafe: And by the Words mentioned in the 
Advertifement, that many voluntary Afidavits have 
been made by Numbers of Patients in that Houfe, 
ene migne have exp-tted to have met with a nv- 
merous ‘Frain of fuch Affidavits ; but behold, they 
are dwidicd co Sx omy, by which it appears, thar 
the Advertifemcnt dotn no way tally with the Afi- 
davits, nor cay be fupported or warranted by them. 
Six of the moft defperate Cafes in the whole Hofpital, 

were 
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were culled out for the Affidavits, and thefe made 
the only Tefts of the Virtues of Tar-water, upon fo 
fhort a Trial as five or fix Weeks; altho’ the Dif- 
tempers were inveterate, and chronical, and plain- 
ly required a Length of Time, to cffect a Cure. Did 
ever any prudent Man try the Force of a Medicine 
at firlt, in defperate Cafes only? What Medicine in 
the World could ftand, if a few Inftances of its Un- 
fuccefsfulnefs were fufficient to ceitroy its Credit? or 
what would become of the Practice, or Credit of 
Phyficians, if Inftances of their failing to cure, by 
the Medicines they prefcribe, fhould be urged againtt 
their Medicines or Practice ? were not feveral of the 
faid Patients in the Hofpital without Reiizf many 
Months before they drank Tar-water ? 

23. It does not appear by the Affidavits, that 
Juftice was done to Tar-water in Quantity, in Time, 
in accompanying it with any outward Wabh of Tar- 
water, as was proper in the Cafe of outward Sores, 
or in acknowledging that it-concurred in the Cure 
of the Itch; in which laft Cafe Tar-water, by 
driving the Venom from the Blood to the Surface, 
will increafe the Sores for a time, and make igno- 
rant Patients think themfelves worfe. And proba- 
bly this very Thing facilitated aad proved the main 
Part of the Cure; tor as fcon as they were anointed 
with Brimftone, they found theinieives better; and 
it is not propable they would have been kept in the 
Hofpital, fo long before they drank Tar-water, if a 
bare outward anointing, could have cured them. The 
Conduét of the Advertifers doth net appear to be 
very fair; in order to difcourage the Ule of Tar- 
water, they fay that none of the Patients in the Hof- 
pital received any Benefit by Tar-water, though they 
produce Affidavits of but fix of them, and thofe in 
defparate Cafes ; but they take not the leaft Notice 
at the fame time of any Perfons, who received any 
Benefit by it: In this Pome they are intirely filent ; 

I ap- 
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I appeal to the Publick, if this be fair and equal 
Dealing, but we hall take Care to fupply that De- 
fect: They themfelves know, and the whole City 
can teftify, the many Inftances of Perfons of all 
Ranks, who have received the greateft Benefit by 
Tar-water, and this in a great Variety of Cafes. 

24. In Proof whereof, for the Good of Mankind, 
and for the Sake of Truth, we hall publifh a Lift of 
thofe within our Knowledge, who have been either 
intirely cured, or greatly relieved by the Ufe of Tar- 
water alone, with the Places of their Abode, and in 
what Ailments they received Benefit; that every 
ether Perfon, who may have the fame Sort of Ail- 
ment, may know what Perfons to apply to, and be 
informed of the Particulars of their Cure, and there- 
by may have an Opportunity of obtaining the like 
Relief themfelves ; and in order to make the Lift as 
complete as poffible, it is carneftly defired, that they 
who have received Benefit by Tar-water, would be 
fo good, and humane, as to fend their Names and 
Places of Abode, to Thomas Prior, Efq; at his 
Houfe in Bolton-Street ; and at the fame Time it is 
alfo defired, that they who have reccived any Harm 
by Tar-water, (if any fuch there be) would be fo 
good to fend their Names, and Places of Abode, in 
like manner 3 and we have the greatceft Hopes of be- 
ing gratified in this Particular, as we have no other 
View or Intention in this Affair, but, on the one 
hand, to do all the Good in our Power, and on the 
other, to guard againft all the Evils that may poffi- 
bly happen, and fo do equal Juftice to the Publick. 

25. By what we have already experienced, and 
daily do experience, of the good Effects of Tar-water, 
we have great Reafon to be perfuaded, and greater 
{till to rejoice, that the World is bleft with a Me- 
dicine, fo efficacious as feldom to fail of Succefs, fo 
general as to relieve in moft Difeafes, fo fafe as never 


to be attended with Danger, and yet fo cheap, as to 
be 
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be in the Power of the pooreft Perfon to purchafe, 
and we hope in Gop, that every Day’s Experience 
will, more and more, confirm us in this Perfuafion. 

26. The aforefaid Advertifement from Stephens’s 

Hofpital, being publifh’d in the Exgli/o News-papers, 
moved a Gentleman, in the North of Exgland, to fend 
a Letter to the Publifhers of the Newcaftle Journal, 
which they printed in their Journal, with a Preface, 
and was after re-printed in the Dudlin Journal on 
the 21ft of Augujt, in the Words following: 

27. ‘* There appears fo benevolent a Defign in 
the following Letter, that fhould we delay the 
Publication of it, we might be accufec, not on- 
ly of Ingratitude to the ingenious Author, but 
of Injuttice to the Public.” 


Io the Publifbers of the Newcaftle Journal. 


Gentlemen, 


28. I was moved with no little Indignation and 
Concern, at reading a fly inveterate Paragraph againft 
Tar-water, ina late Newcajtle Courant, publithed, ic 
feems, originally for an Article of News in the Pa- 
pers of Dublin: But what Quarter it fhould come 
from there, together with the Purpofes intended it 
fhould anfwer, are plain enough to be gueffed at : 
To obviate, therefore, as much as in me lies, the 
ill Effects of fo malevolent a Defign, I think myfelf 
indifpenfibly obliged, as well by the Ties of Jultice 
and Gratitude, to the excellent Writer upon the ex- 
tenfive Virtues of Tar-water, and Difcoverer of its 
powerful Effects, as by thofe of Charity and Bene- 
volence to my Fellow-Creatures and Sufferers, to 
make known to the Public, through the Means of 
your Paper, the ineftimable Benefits that have ac- 
crued to me, and mine, from the Ufe of it. 

29. I had long laboured under thefe following 
complicated Diftempers, viz. Palfy, Colic, Rheu- 

matifm, 
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matifm, Gravel and Piles; in all which Cafes J 
found furprifing Relief-from Tar-water, and that in 
confiderably lefs time than a Month from beginning 
to drink it. And it has worked {till greater Effects 
upon my Wife, who was infefted to the higheft 
D- gree, with that Exglif Plague, the Scurvy, to- 
gether with a large Train of Diforders, naturally 
ircident to fuch a Height of it; from which, by 
the fame Means, and in the fame Compafs of Time, 
flie is recovered in fuch a manner, as amazes all who 
were acquainted with her Condition; and for the 
Time it bas been effeéted in, both fhe and myfelf 
are rftored to Health, ina degree infinitely beyond 
cur m:oft fanguine Expedtations ; the Truth where- 
cf I am ready to atteft to any one who fhall require 
it of me; moreover, I have been a Witnefs of its 
extreordinary falutary Effects in fome of my Ac- 
quaintance, to a Degree little fhort of our own: So 
heppy an Experience, therefore, both in myfelf and 
otlcrs of its wonderful Operation and Force, leaves 
me not the leaft room to doubt that Tar-water is 
th: mof fovereign, and extenfive Remedy, and 
Cure for Difeafes in general; fafeft to be taken, as 
well as the eafieft in the Operation, that ever was 
found out in the whole Materia Medica; and as 
fuch, may be recommended to the World, not- 
withftanding the finifter Paragraph above mention- 
ed. And, if it is notan Abfurdity to fuppofe fuch 
a Thirg in Nature as a Panacea, nothing furely, 
ever bid fo fair as this for that Character before. In 
iny thus praifing Tar-water, I think I cannot be 
fufpe&ed of being a€tuated by any other Intcreft 
than the general Welfare and Happinels of the hu- 
man Species, willing them to fhare and enjoy the 
precious Eficéts of it equally with myfelf. I pur- 
pofcly forbore, Gentlemen, troubling you with this 
fooner, becaufe I would firft be well warranted in 


my own Mind for whatever I had to fay upon the 
Subject, 
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Subject, that I might not, in the leaft invade the 
bounds of Truth, which in all Cafes, and efpecially 
in fo delicate an Affair as this, every one ought to 
be very cautious of. 

30. I fhall conclude with the good Bifhop’s own 
Words, (feleéted from his admirable Treatife of 
Siris, for the generous difinterefted Prefent whereof, 
together, with the invaluable Services likely to re- 
fult therefrom, the World will for every remain the 
Debtors) viz. «* Men may cenfure and object as they 
“¢ pleafe, but I appeal to Time and Experiment. 
* Effects mifimputed, Cafes wrong told, Circum- 
“¢ ftances overlooked, perhaps too, Prejudices and 
“© Partialities againft Truth, may fora Time prevail 
‘ and keep herat the Bottom of her Well: From 
“© whence, neverthelefs, fhe emergeth fooner or la- 
‘© ter, and ftrikes the Eyes of all, who do not keep 
“© them fhut.” Iam, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 

N. B. If the Genuinefs of the above Letter fhould 
be doubted, or any one defire further Information 
concerning it, the Author, who lives in the County 
of Durham, has authorized us to fatisfy any Perfon, 
upon Application to the Printer of this Paper. 

gt. This Inftance. fhews that many different 
Ailments in the fame Perfon, and a Complication 
of Diftempers, may be all cured at the fame Time 
by the fame Medicine. 

32. William Ward of Cockerton near Darlington 
in the County of Durbam, Efq; having feen the 
aforefaid Advertifement and Remarks in the New- 
caftle Fournal, was pleafed to communicate his Cafe 
and Relief in feveral Letters, according to the Pro- 
grefs of hisCure. And his Cafe being very fingu- 
lar and worth taking Notice of, I take this Oppor- 
tunity of publifhing Extracts of his Letters in his 
own Words, which are as follow. 


tal 


From 
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From his Letter, dated Fune 8, 1744. 


33. “ I began to drink Tar-water for an Afthma 
this Day fortnight, and take it Night and Morning 
a Glafs, whereof three make a Pint. 1] find it opens 
my Body gently, about two Stools a Day; but I 
have had my ['its, as often and violently as before. 
Iam not fo weak as to think I was to have found 
a perceptible Benefit in fo fhort a Space, but fhall 
ftill continue it; I have had my Afthma upwards 
of twelve Years, but not fo violent as at prefent, 
and for feven Years laft; in which Time I have 
not been in Bed, or at moft, nct above three or four 
Hours, once in a Year, when I have flattered myfelf 
with being tolerably well; and then, as foon as I 
awaked, 1 found by the Head of the Bed, I was 
quite loaden, as I thcught, with Phlegm, though 
adry Afthma ; fo that I was obliged to get up and 
have Recourfe to a Pipe of Tobacco, which I ufe 
all the Time I am ill, for 1 have no Eafe when I 
do not fmoak. I am feldom without a Fit above 
three or four Days, and continue as Jong in it, and 
as foon as Rain comes I am ealy ; I have it alfo a- 
gainft the Jeaft Change of Weather. 

My Father has it, and my Grand-mother dicd of 
it; fo that I have lefs Hepes of a Cure, as it feems 
to be hereditary. I have tried many of the moft 
eminent Phyficians in England, but never found 
Benefit. I have hed Iffues in my Shoulders, and at 
prefent one under cach Breaft, but cannot fay I reap 
any Advantage. “ihe Medicines I have taken are 
innumerable,” 


From: his Letter, dated Fuly 27, 1744. 


34. ** Inowrelate to you the Succefs I have met 
with from the Tar-water. The firft Month I took 
it, my Fits were as violent and frequent as ulual. 


The fecond Month I had not one Fir, but one 
Night, 
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Night, which was very eafy ; and I believe I might 
have continued to have found a daily Benefit, if 
I had not been obliged to attend at the Affizes ; 
where I have received a moft violent Cold, which 
has brought on both my Afthma and a Cough: So 
that at prefent Iam very ill, but am taking all the 
Care I can now to recover myfelf; for I found 
fo much Pleafure in that Month’s Eafe, that no 
Temptation can induce me to fwerve from Rules, 
I can’c fo much as lye back in an eafy Chair ; for 
I have a Table fet by the Side of my Chair, with 
Pillows on it, fo I lay my Arm on them, and my 
Head on my Arm; and if Lam very ill, can’t even 
reft that Way, fo that no Bed can be contrived for 
me to reft on yet; and though I fay above, that 
J had not a Fit for a Month, yet if I lay back in 
my Chair then, it made me uneafy in two Minutes : 
I drank Tar-water frequently in the Day, but not a 
Quarter of a Pint at a time, for I find it agrees bet- 
ter with my Stomach, than drinking a larger Quan- 
tity ; and in the Day, I may take fuch a Quantity 
five or fix times, as agrees with me. I muft beg to 
take Notice of one very great Effect it has had on 
me (which I hope is a good Sympiom :) 

35. Before I drank the Tar-water, my Feet were 
always as cold as Ice, fo that I had not the leaft Per- 
fpiration in them; for if I had net wafhed them 
for a Year, they were as clean and dry as the back 
of my Hand: But now, in the laft Month, I was 
fo eafy, I found my Feet fweat very copioufly, and 
found, in wearing a Pair of new Stockings only 2 
Week, that all the Soals were worn, and mouldered 
away ; and what was left was very red, as if I had 
burnt them. 

36. I beg Pardon for dwelling fo long upon this 
Particular, as it was fo farprifing ; and my Apo- 
thecary telling me, when I related it to him, that 
he was fure I fhould be cured by drinking the 


Tar- 
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Tar-water, as it had this Effect ; for it was what he 
and all my Phyficians had drove at, to make me 
have a Perfpiration in my Feet, which was never in 
their Power to get, not even by fitting with my 
Feet in warm Water.” 


Extract from his Letter of September 18, 1744. 

37. ** Asto my prcfent State of Health, I have 
the Pleafure to tell you, I was in Bed the roth, 11th, 
12th, and 15th Initant at Night; I went to Bed 
about eight a Clock, and Jay until feven the next 
Morning, as well as ever I was in my Life ; and 
found when I awaked, I was lying on my Back 5 
and am quite another Man,” 


Extract from his Letter of Fanuary 16, 1744. 


38. © I find the Icaft Cold does me Harm, and 
therefore keep clofe to my Houfe, which is no In- 
conveniency to me, fince I am all Air and Vivaci- 
ty, which before was a meer State of Hebetude. I 
was obliged to go on the 4th of November latt into 
Northumberland, when it was very cold with Snow ; 
and as the Roads would not admit of Wheels, I 
was compelled to go on Horfe-back ; and when I 
had rode a Mile eafily (for it is only fince I took 
Tar-water I could ride above a Mile on Horfeback) 
I found I was able to go falter, and put on fo faft, 
that I obferved by my Watch, that I rode at the 
Rate of fix Miles an Hour. My Journey was thir- 
ty-fix Miles, which I completed between the Hours 
of Ten in the Morning, and Four in the After- 
noon, without drawing Bridle; I refted one Day, 
and came home on the 6th of November in the fame 
Time. 

This I declare upon my Honour to be Fact, and 
which was as greata Surprize to myfelf as others.” 

g. So extraordinary a Cafe as this, and fo well 
vouched by the Patient himfelf, gives us Reafon to 
believe, 
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believe, that any Afthma whatfoever may be cured 
by a Courfe of Tar-water, and at the fame Time 
fhews, that People ought to wait for the Effect of 
this Medicine, and not lay it afide on a fhort Tryal ; 
thotigh it is very probable, as will appear by other 
Inftances, that if Mr. Ward had drank a greater 
Quantity of Tar-water at firft, and avoided catch- 
ing cold, he would have been much fooner re- 
lieved. 

As I had a few more Cafes, and printed Accounts 
from England, which fhew the Power and Efficacy 
of Tar-water in a high Degree, I fhall beg Leave 
to introduce them in this Part of the Narrative, be- 
fore I mention Jrifb Cafes. The Singularity of the 
Cafes will, I doubt not, juftify my exceeding the 
firft Intentions, of publifhing only fuch Accounts, as 
occurred to me in this Kingdom. 


Extraét of a Letter from Fobn Hardcaftle, Efq; of 
Houghton, near Darlington, in the County of 
Durbam, a Civilian, 

40. ** My Diforder began with violent Pains in my 
Breaft, which, being removed by Fomentation, were 
fucceeded by a great Cough. I was, in fome Time, 
almoft freed from it; but within two or three Days 
after it was ftopped, I was fuddenly feized with a 
Palpitation of the Heart, in a very high Degree, 
which Jafted, with very little Intermiffion, for two 
Days. That Diforder being partly calmed by bleed- 
ing, my Cough returned again with as much Force 
as ever. 1 became much emaciated, loft my Ap- 
petite, grew very weak, and had frequent Sweats ; 
my Urine was loaded, during this Illnefs,with a large 
Quantity of red Matter, which, when evaporated to 
Drinefs, did not feem, to the Touch, to be of ths 
Nature of Sand or Gravel, but rather like Loam or 
fine Clay. The Phyfician declared my Cafe fcor- 
butic, and treated it accordingly. As I had been 

Cc long 
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Jong following the Prefcriptions of the Phyfician 1 
confultcd, I cannot impute my Recovery, with any 
Certainty, wholly to Tar-water. But, 1 think, the 
fenfible, and almoft inmediate Alteration I perceiv- 
ed in myfeif after taking it, leaves me no room to 
doubt, that Alteration was caufed by the Tar. It 
refrethed my Stomach with a kindly and agreeable 
Warmth, reftored my Appctite, and, in all Proba- 
bility, caufed a good Digeftion: As thefe grdually 
increafed, my Cough declincd, my Sweats abated, 
and my Strength returned. 

41. Having received feveral Letters from Liver- 
pool, giving an Account of the extraordinary Vir- 
tues of Tar-water, in the Cure of a great Number of 
Negroes in the Small-pox, on board the litle Fifer 
of Liverpool, Captain Drape, Commander, on the 
Coaft of Guizea, I thall here mention the Particu- 
lars of my Information. The Reverend Mr. Téo- 
mas Hayward, of Warrington in Lancefpire, in a Let- 
ter dated the 18th of Ofeber, 1744, writes, that 
having received from a Friend an Account of this 
furprifing Cure of the Negroes, he made a Jour- 
ney, on purpofe, to Liverpool, to be fully informed 
of the Particulars of the Fact; and there was tho- 
roughly fatistied of the Truth thereof, by Mr, Cou- 
lif, Mr. Arititage, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Fobu Ather- 
ten, Perfons of the beft Credit, and the molt con- 
fiderable Merchants of the Place, the three firft 
Owners of the faid Ship ; and they all affured him, 
that they received the Account from Captain Drape 
himfelf, who was ready and willing to make an Affi- 
davit of the Truth thereof, at any Time when de- 
fired. And as fo new and extraordinary a Cure, in 
a diftant Country, required the beft Proof and Evi- 
dence, which the Nature of the Cafe could afford, to 
fupport the Credit thereof, Mr. Atherton was after- 
wards pleafed to tranfmit to me, at my Requeft, 
Captain Drape’s Narrative, and his Affidavit {worn 

before 
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before the Mayor of Liverpoo/, at the public Sef- 
fions, where Mr. Conliff, and the other Gentlemen 
were prefent, and who were fatisfied of the Truth 
of the Particulars, before it was confirmed by Oath ; 
which Narrative and Affidavit I here publifh, for 
the Satisfaétion of the Public, in the Words of the 
Original, now in my Poffeffion, which are as fol- 
low. 

42. ‘ The Little Fofter, of Liverpool, Captain 
Drape, Matter, in the Year 1742, made a Voyage 
to Guinea, and having taken in 216 Negroes, be- 
fore he left the Coait, he had the Misfortune to fee 
the Small-pox break out amongft them: In a very 
fhort Time there were no lefs than one hundred and 
feventy ill of that Diftemper all at once. 

43. The Captain was under great Concern, and 
fully expected, that, for want of Room, and other 
Neceffaries, he mutt infallibly lofe the greateft Part 
of them. A Perfon on board advifed the Mafter 
to infufe a Quantity of Tar in Water, and give it 
the Slaves to drink, faying, it was praétifed in the 
fame Cafe with good Succefs: The Tar-water was 
prepared, but che firft, to whom it was offered, ob- 
itinately refuled it, and fo did many more; that Man 
died in two or three Days, which the reft feeing, 
were more eafily brought to Compliance, fo that, 
partly by Perfuafion, partly by-Force, the reft were 
all brought to drink. The good Effeéts followed 
foon after, and were fo plainly perceived, by the 
poor Creatures themfelves, that they came upon 
Deck, and crouding about a Tub of Tar-water, 
that was fet there for them, drank plentifully of it, 
from time to time, of their own Accord. 

44. This had an Effect that could hardly be ex- 
pected under the moft commodious Circumftances ; 
tor of thofe one hundred and feventy (moft of them 
grown Perfons) not one died, except that one Man, 
that could not be brought to drink the Tar-water. 

C2 Captain 
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Captain Drape fays farther, that the Negroes con- 
tinued drinking Tar-water after their Recovery, 
which they found fo much Relief from, that they 
could hardly be brought to drink any other; and 
that, from the Time of their Departure from Guinea, 
to their Arsival in Famaica, he verily believes they 
did not drink above a Hogfhead of Water, that was 
not impregnated with Tar, though the ordinary 
Confumption of Water, for fo many Slaves, could 
not be leis than a Hogfhead a Day. 

I do hereby certify, upon Oath, that the Contents 
of the above Narrative are actually and dona 
fide true. 

Liverpool the 14th of Fanzary, 1744. 


Fofeph Drape. 
Taken and fworn before me, 
Owen Prichard, Mayor of Liverpool.” 


45. The faid Mr. Atherton, in a Letter dated 
the Fourth of February, 1744, writes in the follow- 
ing Words : 

“© We have a very high Opinion of the Vir- 
tues of Tar-water in my Family ; my Wife hav- 
ing drank a Pint a Day of it for eight Months lait 
paft, and by which fhe received furprifing Bene- 
fic in an inflammatory Diforder, in which Phyfick 
and Bleeding had brought her very low ; neither of 
which fhe has made ufe of fince: Doétor Dickins, 
one of the moft eminent Phyficians in this Part of 
the Kingdom, had her under his Care, and advifed 
her to Tar-water, as an Alterative. So you fee 
Doétors differ about it! Some afferting it to be 
inflammatory, the contrary of which, I have the 
ftrongeft Inftances of in my own Family, and for 
which Mrs. Atherton, and myfelf, think ourfelves 
under the greateft Obligations to theBifhop of Cloyne. 
Thefe Inftances of the Virtues of Tar-water, fo well 


authenticated, together with many others, which 
will 
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will be mentioned hereafter, put it out of all Doubt» 
that ‘T'ar-water is fo far from being of an inflam- 
matory Nature, or dangerous in inflammatory Dif- 
orders, as has been fuggefted by fome, that it is 
a moft fafe and fovereign Medicine in fuch Cafes. 
And I am very well informed, that it is now be- 
come a conftant Rule and Practice at Liverpool, 
and other Places, which fit out Ships for the Guinea 
Trade, to provide a fufficient Quantity of Tar, to 
make Tar-water, in order to be adminiftered in 
Plenty, to fuch Seamen, as may happen to be 
feized, in their Voyages, with the Small-pox, Scur- 
vies, and other Diftempers, which Seamen are fub- 
je& to. 

46. Mr. Hayward writes, in the faid Letter, that 
he had laboured under an Ague of four Months 
Continuance, which had reduced him to a very low 
State, but that he very happily recovered his Health 
by the ufe of Tar-water only ; and in his Letter of 
the 29th of Fume, 1744, he adds, that he was in 
no manner of Pain about the Return of his Ague ; 
that he had fpent the Winter, thus far, in the moft 
comfortable Manner, and enjoys a more lively and 
comfortable Flow of Spirits, than ever he did in 
his Life ; which, upon all Occafions, are apt to exert 
themfclves in extolling the Source from whence 
they are drawn, and giving others as high an Opi- 
nion of Tar-water, as he had himlelf; he alfo makes 
this Odfervation, that the Virtues afcribed, and that 
very juftly, to Tar-water, particularly that of remov- 
ing the Load, which, at times, hang heavily on the 
Spirits, and infufing into the Soul, thofe lucid 
gladfome Senfations, which many unhappily feek 
for in Drams and Cordials, would almoitt incline 
one to think, the Egyptians were not ignorant of 
Tar-water. If that fovereign Cordial of theirs, de- 
fzribed by Homer under the Name of Nepenibes, 
was not Tar-water, he is fure it was fomething very 
like it, as, he fays, will appear from thefe and 

C 3 the 
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like it, as, he fays, will appear from thele and the 
following Lines in [omer’s Odvffes, 4th Book. 


. ‘ ~ 
EAivy Avs cuztyayn 
, >, we . ’ wv 
Avtix’ ae’ eis cisev Bade Paguaxcr, tvhev tasvov, 
wv , -~ . * . ’ 
Numevhis + cercoAcy tty xaxay tmiAsScy amavtwy. 


“Os 1 xaralowtay. Hom. Ody A. 


Thus Tranflated by Mr. Pope. 
Mean Time with genial Joy to warm the Soul, 
Bright Helen mix’d a Mirth-infpiring Bowl ; 
Temper’d with Drugs of Sov’reign Ule, t’affuage 
The boiling Bofom of tumultuous Rage ; 
To clear the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care, 
And dry the tearful Sluices of Defpair ; 
Charm’d with that virtuous Draught, th’ exalted 

Mind 

All Senfe of Wee delivers to the Wind : 
Thefe Drugs fo friendly to the Joys of Life, 
Bright Helen learn’d from Téone’s imperial Wife, 
Who fway’d the Scepter, where prolific Nile 
With various Simples cloaths the faten’d Soil. 


Milton mentions this Nepenthes in bis Mafk of 
Comus. 
Behold this Cordial Julep here, 
That flames and dances in his cryftal Bounds ; 
Not that Negenthes, which the Wife of Thone 
In AByypt gave to Fove-born Helena, 
Is of fuch Pow’r as this, to ftir up Joy 
To Life fo fricndly, or to coo) to Thirft, 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Yaies Menteath, 
from sldderoury in Oxfordfbire, dated the 12th ot 
February, 1744. 

47. “ As foon as I heard of the Treatife on Tar- 
waicr, and of the Directions ciercin mentioned, I 
made the Water with differcat i*:oportions of Tar, 
and drank Letween two and thice Gallons of is; but 

felt 
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felc no other Effeét, but that it increafed a good 
Appetite to a flronger, from which Time I gave it 
over; having, I thank Gop, no Need of that, or 
any other Medicine. As to myfclf, I was by no 
Means a fair Subject to make an Experiment of its 
Virtues upon, being young, of a robuft Confti- 
tution, which I have kept fo, by drinking only 
common Water and Tea, and eating little animal 
Food ; and I oniy drank the Tar-water to convince 
others, that it could do them do Ifarm. On the 
Second of AfZay lait, being Curate of this Place, I 
was fent fer to pray by a young Woman, who, I 
was told, lay at the Point of Death : When I came, 
I found her no better than was reprefented ; fpeech- 
lefs, fo weak, that fhe could fearccly open her 
Eyes; her Parents told me, that a Phyfician of this 
Country, 2 Man of much Knowledge, and great 
Integrity, had juft been with her, and faid, there 
was no Hopes of a Recovery, tor that fhe could not 
Jive above three Days. “he young Woman was 
about Twenty, born of poor Parents; fhe hai, for 
fome Months, been troubled with a Cough, and a 
Swelling in her Legs and Arms, which was now 
become a Dropfy, and was feemingly in the laft 
Sug: of 2 Confumption. After performing my Du- 
ty, asa Clergyman, I told the Mother, that as the 
Doétor faid her Cafe was fo defperate, if fhe would 
give Leave, I would try a Medicine, which I be- 
lieved might poffibly do her Service ; the readily 
confented, and I gave her two Quarss of the Wa- 
ter, and gave Directions, that fhe fhould drink 
Half a Pine of it at a time, twice, or, if fhe could 
bear it, three times a Day, and that warm; as tne 
Cafe was defperate, the greater Quantity I thougnt 
neceflary. After two Days, fhe was able to fit up, 
in four or five was brought down Stairs, had fome 
Appetite, her Cough abated, and the Swellings of 


her Legs and Arms much funk ; in fix Wecks the 
C4 feemed 
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feemed fo well, that I advifed her to let alone the 
Tar-water for fome Time. I did not fee her again 
till the beginning of Auguff; when her Mother 
came and told me that her Daughter was again out 
of Order. I went to fee her, and found her a little 
{welled, with a Cough, her Appetite in fome Mea- 
fure loft, and a pale Look; upon this I fent her 
more of the Waier, made according to the printed 
Directions, which fhe drank for a Month, and 
which intirely recovered her; infomuch, that fhe 
went out to Service at Michaelmas Term, and, I 
underitand, has been well ever fince. As fhe was 
going to fome Diflance from this, I gave her Di- 
rections how to make the Water, and advifed her to 
drink it, whenever fhe felt the Jeaft Complaint. 

48. This is the moft extraordinary Cure that 
has come to my Knowledge, though I had many 
Patients, who nave fobnd great Benefit from it. 
But I had particular Succefs with young Girls, 
who have been troubled with that dettruéctive Dif- 
order, the Green Sicknefs; though I could not in- 
quire into luch Complaints, I can eafily difcover 
them from the Complexion ; indeed of the almoft 
innumerable Experiments that have been made of 
it, many of which were by my Recommendation, 
I am fully fatisfied, that there is no Proof of its 
ever doing hurt, fo far from it, that,when properly 
taken, I have never found that it failed of Succefs.’’ 

49. Thus far Mr. Menteath, on which I hall 
make the following Onfervation. That fince it is 
always allowed, in Cafes where all Hopes of Re- 
covery are loft, to make Tryals of any Kind which 
may give the Icaft Hopes of preferving Life, it is 
humbly fubmitted, whether it is not advifeable in 
fuch defperate Cafes, when every Thing elfe has 
failed, to make Ufe of Tar-water, which may pof- 
fibly recover the Patient from the Brink of Death: 


As it has done in this and many cher Inftances men- 
tioned 
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tioned in the Courfe of this Narrative, to the great 
Surprize of all, Phyficians and others, who knew the 
Diforders of thofe Patients. 


An Extraét of a Letter from Mr. Yobn Berry of 
Manchefter in Lancafbire, dated the 30th of May 
1744. 

50. * I have taken Tar-water twenty-four Morn- 
ings, and fometimes in the Afternoon, fora Dizzi- 
nefs in my Head, which I have had at Times for 
twelve Months paft, and fince I began taking ir, 
am as well (blefled be Gop) as ever I was in my 
Life.” 


Part of a Letter from a Phyfician in York, to one 
at Bath, dated Auguft 25, 1744. 


51. ** The Bifhop of Cloyne is no better treated here 
than at other Places ; but for your Satisfaction, I can 
inform you, that a Lady, tho’ reduced to nigh a 
Skeleton by a bleeding Cancer, and thought only 
fit for Guy’s Hofpital of Incurables, by the Ufe of 
Tar-water is fo much better, as to be thought in a 
fair Way of enjoying acomfortable State of Health. 
She has recovered her Appetite and Flefh, and all 
bad Symptoms are almoft overcome, and her Breaft 
is become foft and eafy. This I think will ftand 
as a Sort of Ballance to the Hofpital Account from 
Dublin.” 


Part of a Letter from one in Lifbon, to his Cor- 
refpondent at Bath, dated the 21{t of Fanuary, 


1744. 

52. ** In refpet to Tar-water, I am fure it has 
been of great Service here in many Cafes. It is in 
Vogue in the Portugal Hofpital, and they gave it 
the Princefs De Bocra in the Small-pox, and ihe 
has done very well. I am nota Friend to Quack Me- 

dicines, 
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dicines, but there is nothing to be faid againit 
Proof.” 

53- I thall here add fome Pieces printed in the 
Englifo News-papers on the Subject ot ‘Tar-water. 


A Letter to the Author of the General Eveniie 
Post, Fune the 4th, 1744. 
a. R, 

54. While Thoufands daily experience the Be- 
nefit of the Bifhop of Cloyne’s Tar-water, give mc 
Leave to teftify my Thanks for the Pleafure I have 
reccived from his Difcourfe upon it. I little expected 
on fo lowa Subject, to have met with fuch Variety of 
Matter, fuch Penetration of Thought, or that it was 
poffible to have expreffed either in Language foclear, 
and eafy, Where fhall we fee a more accurate 
Theory of various Diftempers, or of the Operations 
of the moft prevailing Medicines upon them ? How 
beautiful his Anatomy of Trees and Plants? How 
rational his Principles of Vegetation ? How refined 
his Doétrine of Metals, and of their being trant- 
formed into each other ? How learned his Hiftory of 
the Opinions and Syftems of the Antients? While 
he gradually leads me on from the fimpleft Opera- 
tions of Nature, through the animal and vegetable 
World, up to the great Author of both, I am 
charmed with my Progrefs, and think I fee in this 
Chain of his, that golden one, which hung down 
to Earth from Heaven, as this by feveral Links car- 
ries us up thither. Whether he teaches, reafons, pre- 
fcribes, or analyzes, he does all with the Know- 
ledge of a Profeffor, the Humanity of a Gentleman, 
and, to crown all, with a good Bifhop’s Picty ; 
and leaves us uncertain whether to admire in him 
moft, the Chemift, Phyfician, Philofopher, or Di- 
rine. Somewhat like that fine fubt!!z Spirit,which, 
ic tells us, operates through the Univerfe, diftin- 

uifhes his Writings; a Principle of pure Light, 
which 
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which you fecl in him, as in other Syftems nothing 
but Gravitation. Iam, Sir, &e. 


A Pindarique by the Right Honourable, ZL. C, 
F. M. infcribed to the Author of Siris. 
55. Majeftick thus great Nilus fhrowds 
His facred Head in Darknels and the Clouds, 
His Birth divine from vulgar Eyes conceals, 
But to the Wile by Miracles reveals. 
Homage to him ten thoufand Torrents pay 
Replete with ather’s vital Flame, 
While thro’ the burning Zone he wings his Way, 
While Siris is his myftick Name. 
Parch’d Africk courts him to the Libyan Plain, 
And ftrives to intercept his Courle ; 
But marble Mountains are oppos’d in vain, 
Refiftlefs his as Ocean’s Force. 
From the fteep Cataracts impetuous as he bounds, 
Earth trembles at his Voice, each diftant Rock re- 
founds : 
Then fmooth o’re Egyp?’s Plain his welcome Deluge 
flows, 
And finiling Plenty brings, and chearful Health be- 
{tows : 
Tail Egypt, happy Realm, thy Monarchs were the 
Gods, 
There Arts, and Wifdom there firft fix’d their bleft 
Abodes. 


On the Difputes about Tar-water. 


56. To drink, or not todrink, that is the Doubt, 
With Pro and Con, the Learn’d would make it out. 
Britons, drink on, the jolly Prelate cries : 

What the Prelate perfuades the Doétor denies. 

But why need the Parties fo learnedly fight, 

Or Choleric * ]—r—n fo fiercely indite ? 

Sure the Senfes can tell, if the Liquor be right. ¢ 


* A Phyfician, and Writer againft Tar-water. Wh 
at 
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What agrees with his Stomach, and what with his 
Head, 

The Drinker may feel, tho” he can’t write or read. 

Then Authority’s nothing, the Doctors are Men ; 

And who drinks Tar-water will drink it again. 


57. On the Enemies of Siris, by a Drinker of 
Tar-water. 


How can devoted Siris ftand 

Such dire Attacks? The licens’d Band 
With up-caft Eyes and Vifage fad 
Proclaim, alas! ‘* The World’s run mad. 
“© The Prelate’s Book hath turn’d their Brains, 
** To fet them right will coft us Pains. 

‘¢ His Drug too makes our Patients fick, 
“* And this doth vex us to the Quick, 
And vex’d they mutt be, to be fure, 

To find Tar-water cannot cure, 

But makes Men ficker ftill and ficker, 
And Fees come thicker ftill and thicker. 
Buriting with Pity for Mankind, 

But to his own Advantage blind, 

Full many a Wight with Face of Funcral, 
Frem Mortar, Stull, and Urinal, 

Hattes to throw in his fcurvy Mite 

Of Spieen, of Dulnefs, and of Spighs. 
To turnifh the revolving Moons 

With Pamphlets, Epigrams, Lampoons 
Againft this Siris, you’d know why? 
Think who they are ; you'll foon decry, 
What means each angry doleful Ditty, 
Whether themfelves, or us they pity ? 


From the Daily Gazeteer, publifhed in London, 
April 5, 1745. 
To the Right Reverend the Bifhop of Cloyne. 
My Lorp, 
58. Upon the Foundation of fome Hints I took 
from the 29th and 4gth Sections of your Siris, I 
relolved 
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refolved to attempt a Solution of Myrrh, by a low, 
aqueous Menftruum ; and confidering the Affinity, 
and fimilar Properties that are in Tar, and in Myrrh, 
I was led to think, that as all homogeneous Bodies 
attraét more ftrongly than thofe of different Claffes ; 
fo poffibly, the native Vegetable, or acid Spirit 
of Tar, when gently fermented, might invite che 
Ike Principle from Myrrh. Accordingly I put a 
Drachm of coarfe Myrrh, without any Delicacy of 
Choice, into half a Pint of Tar-water, and fet it 
in a Pint Bottle, ina Degree of Heat of my Fire, 
equal to that of a hot Sun: In two or three Days I 
obtained fo per e&t a Solution, that, upon filtring, 
I found no other Refiduum, than fuch as is apt to 
{tick to gummy Bodies. 

Of this Infufion, I mix about half an Ounce in 
each Half pint of Tar-water, which I daily drink ; 
and take them fo mixed, with good Succefs. It 
makes the Tar-water much more pleafant, giving 
it an agreeable fub-acid bitter Tafte, 

59. The fecond Procefs I ufed, after having 
fpent my firft Preparation, was very inaccurate ; 
for | threw in an indeterminate Quantity (but as 
near as[ can guefs) four Drachmsof fine pick’d Myrrh 
toa Pint of ar-water. Upon filtring off this Infu- 
fion, I had Caufe to think the Tar-water was more 
than faturated with Myrrh, becaufe, among the 
Refiduum, I found a kind of Staéte, or fine, 
tranfparent, liquid Myrrh, of the Confiftency of 
the beft Turpentine ; which, however, might per- 
haps have yielded to a longer Infufion. 

60. To you, my Lord, we owe the Tar-water; 
and to you, how nearly had we owed the Solu- 
tion of Myrrh? fince you furnifhed the only aque- 
ous Menftruum that will diffolve, and render it fic 
for internal Ufe: As you Lordthip fuggefted the firft 
Hint, fo [ know no Perfon fo capable of improving, 
and fo willing to apply this Difcovery (if it be one) 

to 
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to the Good of Mankind as your Lordhhip. To 
you, therefore, I addrefs it, with all its Virtues, all 
its Honours. For my Part, I have not Skill enough 
in any Branch of medical Knowledge, to affure whe- 
ther there be any thing new or valuable in this Ex- 
periment of mine, only I conjeéture, that at leaft, 
it muft be a good vulnerary Water ; but, were the 
Secret as rich as the Treafures of Loretto, both my 
Fortune and my Love to Mankind, forbid me to 
make any private Advantage of it ; therefore I free- 
ly give it to the Publick under your Lordfhip’s Pa- 
tronage. Iam, with great Duty and Efteem, 
Your Lordfhip’s mott obedient humble Servant, 
Philanthropus. 


61. I fhall now proceed to give a Narrative of 
fuch Cafes, whiclrhappened in /reland, as they were 
communicated to me by Letters from Gentlemen of 
known Charaéter and Integrity, in this Kingdom, 
giving a particular Detail of their own Diforders, or 
of thofe of their Neighbours and Acquaintance, and 
of the Relief they received, together with fuch far- 
ther Accounts as I had from feveral Patients from 
their own Mouths, in and near Dubin, with their 
Names and Places of Abode. 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Nat. France of 
Yoaghall in the County of Cork, dated Fuly 6 
1744, to Thomas Prior, Efq; 

SIR, 

62. Reading an Advertifement in the Dudiix 
Courant, dated July the 3d, I thought myfelf bound 
by the ftrongeft Obligation, Gratitude for an inefti- 
mable Benefit received ; as well as for the good of 
Mankind, which every Man ought to have at Heart, 
to give Teftimony to the Truth. Upwards of 20 
Years I have laboured under a very dreadful Dif- 


order, occafioned, as I am fully perfuaded, by a 
prevailing 
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prevailing Acid in my Stomach. Frequently, for ma- 
ny Weeks together, I never rofe from fleep, with- 
out violent vomiting, and a continual Sicknefs in 
my Stomach; rarely free from a Heart-burn, and 
that commonly ending in a violent Colick ; ner- 
vous Diforders, frighttul Spafms, a frequent Palpi- 
tation of the Heart in Bed, were the fure unhappy 
Confequences ; my Diforder baffled the Art of Phy- 
fick, the whole Power of Medicine. The Pyrmont 
and German Spaw-water, with the conftant Ufe of 
Gum-pills for the nervous Complaint, gave fome 
little Relief, but were very far from rooting out the 
Caufe of my Diforder. 1 induftrioufly fhun’d every 
Acid; my Drink for many Years was Wine and 
Water, not daring to touch Malt-liquor or Cyder. 
1 have drank Tar-water thefe three Years patft, 
and, I blefs Gop for it, have no Complaint to 
make; no Heart-burn ; no vomitting in the Morn- 
ing, which almoit deprived me of my Sight; no 
return of any nervous Diforder, unleis occafioned 
by a violent Cold, from which I am quickly re- 
lieved, by taking a plentiful Draught of Tar-wa- 
ter. Laft Summer I laid a-fide Tar-water for three 
Months, believing, I did not any longer ftand in 
need of it; and that the Medicine would ceafe to 
be efficacious by the’ conftant Ule of it; my Co- 
lick, Heartburn, and nervous Spafms return’d up- 
on meas violent as ever. I again nad recourfe to 
Tar-water ; its happy Effect was beyond Expeéta- 
tion, in a few Days it perfeétly relieved me. I do 
now, and fhall for the Remainder of my Life, make 
it my Morning Draught; having no other Com- 
plaint againft it, but this one; that by creating an 
Appetite, which it never fails to do; by ftrength- 
ning the Stomach, and caufing a good Digeftion, it 
renders me more corpulent, than I could with to be, 
Iam, Sir, your very humble Servant, 
Nat. France. 
36. A 
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63. A Letter from the Corporation of ugher in 
the County of Zyronne, dated Fuly 7, 1744. 


SIR, 

Agreeably to your Inftruétions in the laft News- 
paper, we the Under-written, Inhabitants of dugher, 
take this Opportunity of informing the Public, that 
moft ef us, having for many Years been greatly 
afflicted with chronical Difeafes, fuch as the Gout, 
inveterate Scurvy and rheumatick Pains, &%¢. were 
induced from the high Character given to the Tar- 
water, to make Trial thereof. 

That thofe of us, who had any out-breaking, 
found, after a Fortnight’s Trial, the Spots rather 
more inflamed and painful, but afterwards daily 
growing eafier and better, That fome of us who 
were feized_ with the Rheumatifm found after the 
like Time a fenfible Remiffion of the Pains ; how 
far it may anfwer in the Gout we cannot yet pretend 
to fay, but, from the furprizing Recovery of moft of 
us, we in the Gout refolve to continue the regular 
and conftant Ufe of that moft excellent Remedy, 
and all of us do, in the moft affe€tionate Manner, 
return our public Thanks to the Author of the 
Tar-water. 

Edmund Mac Girr. Robert Thompfon. 

Revd, Mac Quigan. Adam Smyth. 

Dudly Harvey. Uri. Mac Dowall. 


64. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Thomas Squire 
from Tallow in the County of Waterford, dated 


Fuly 11, 1744. 


SIR, 

The Enemies of Tar-water, I find, are greatly 
provoked, feeing they endeavour to have it {worn 
out of Credit and Praétice ; however, I make no 
doubt, but that for the fix Affidavits againft it, you 


will foon have many Hundreds of creditable beard 
or 
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for it; I fend you fome Cafes: firit my own, 
Turned of fixty, my Stomach began to fail me, 
and what little I did eat, lay heavy there for two or 
three Hours after Dinner ; my Fiefh wafted fo that 
my Cloaths were much too big for me, the Calves 
of my Legs became foft, and hung from the Bones, 
and the Red in my Checks grew dark and livid; I 
look’d on thefe, and fome other bad Symptoms, as 
Warnings from my Creator to prepare for my ap- 
pearing before him in another State. 

I had the Honour of being known to the Bifhop 
of Cleyne, who advifed me to drink Tar-water ; 
which I did for fifteen"Months, in which Time I 
found my Appetite reftored, my Food fat eafy on 
my Stomach, I grew up to my former Dimenfions, 
my Fiefh became firm, as it had been twenty Years 
before, and the Blood in my Cheeks of a good Red, 
fo that I reckoncd myfelf in as fair a Way of living 
as any Man of my Age, in the Neighbourhood. 

65. A Gentlewoman in my Houfe far advanced 
in Years, of a tender Conftitution, and in a bad State 
of Health, has for ncar two Years taken a fmall 
Glafs of Tar-water every Morning, and often ano- 
ther about Noon; the Phyfician who has attended 
her for eight Years, and confented to the Tar-water, 
has frequently for this laft Year expreffed his great 
Surprize at her being fo much better, than at any 
Time fince fhe was firft under his Care. I mutt ob- 
ferve to you, that fhe takes feveral other kinds of 
Phyfick by the Doétor’s Direétions ; it may not be 
amifs likewife to obferve, that her Apothecary’s 
Bill was laft Year reduced to leis than half of what 
it has formerly been, and I am fure, when it comes 
in next, will fall very fhort of that. 

66. A Servant of mine was fo ill of a Cold and 
violent Cough, that he was going to take to his Bed, 
{ ordered him to drink about half a Pint of Tar-wa- 
ter warm’d; he then fet about his Bufinefs, and I 

have 
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have not heard him complain fince, tho’ I forgot to 
make him repeat the Medicine. I could give Inftances 
of many in this Neighbourhood, who have received 
great Benefit by Tar-water; this Morning a Gen- 
tleman, who, by a Cold taken in Feéruary laft, was 
apprchenfive of a Decay, told me that his Fears 
were over by drinking Tar-water for three Weeks ; 
and Yefterday a Phyfician, who ftudied under the 
great Boerbaave, told me that he had prefcribed the 
Courfe of Tar-water to five of his Patients lately ; of 
thole itis probable I may give you an Account here- 
after, as well as of two more, whofe Cafes were very 
defperate, and recovered, but I am not fully in- 
formed in the Particulars as yet. 
I am your moft humble Servant, 


67. A Letter from the faid Mr. Squire from Curry- 
g/a/s in the County of Cerk, daied November 30, 
1744- 

SIR, 

When I wrote to you formerly, I propofed to fend 
you fome farther Accounts of the Cures eficéted by 
Tar-water; one of wnich was on a Gentiewoman 
near Limerick, (whom I have aot leave to ame ) 
Her Hufband was in this ¥ lage laft Chri/ was, who 
defcribed his Wile’s Ditemp:r in fuch a manner, 
that fle fecmed to have fitted more Ly the Scur- 
vy, than Mr. Conner cof Bané.a; fhe was, as the 
Expreffion was, juit flayed alive, and had almoft loft 
the Ufe of her Liitibs. I advited T'ar-water, which 
a Phyfician approving, the drank tor fome Time ; 
fo that the Scurvy-iplotchesare perfectly healed, und 
fhe is recevering da:ly the Ule of her Limbs. This 
J had from her tiufpind’s Brother. 

68. The following Account I had from Mr. Robert 
Atkins near Mallow. A young Gentlewoman related 
to him had been long ili ; fhe had a great hard Swel- 

ling 
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ling in her Side, loft her Stomach, was extremely 
thin and pale; fome Phyficians, who had attended 
for a confiderable Time, at length gave her up. She 
earneltly entreated one of them, Dottor Connell, for 
Advice, who {recommended Tar-water ; the drank 
it for fome Months and perfectly recovered. 

69. In Curryglafs, fourteen, as I find, have drank 
Tar-water, every one of them have received Benefit 
thereby, but the moit remarkable, after thofe in my 
former Letter, were Hanna Evans, Wife to Henry 
Evans, Mafon, cured ofan hereditary Afthma, un- 
der which fhe laboured for two Years, and could not 
jie down in Bed; but now goes to Bed as formerly, 
and adds to her nightly Devotion, Gop d/e/s the 
Ecod Bifop. 

70. Henry Evens in the great Froft took a vio- 
Jent Cold, and every Winter fince, has kept his 
Head and Jaws ticd up in Handkerchiefs; he drank 
Tar-water, the Pain in his Jaws is gone, and he bears 
Cold as well as ever he did. Lawrence Lineban, 
a Paper-maker, had taken fo great Cold at his Work, 
that he watted away, had a moft deadly Cough, and 
was thought by al! to be ina Decay; he drank Tar- 
water, and is now as well as ever, 

71. Mr. Crips drinks Tar- water for an hereditary 
Afthma ; when he is regular in it, fome Splotches 
break out in feveral Parts of his Body, and the Afth- 
mia quite gone; but when he is carelefs the Splotches 
difappear, and the Dificulty of breathing returns, 

72. Mrs. Rolleffon, who nurfes her Child, had 
fome Occafion to drink Tar-water, which fucceeded 
well with her; fhe had a valt Flow of Milk, when 
fhe drank it, and her Child was extremely well; our 
Phyficians here prefcribe Tar-water frequently, 
and all own that no Medicine has ever made fo great 
a Progrefs in fo fhort a Time. 

I am your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Thom. Squire. 
D2 93. A 
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73. A Letter from Mr, Henry Parfons, Attorney, 
dated from Williamjireet, Dublin, Fuly 26, 1744. 


SIR, 

I lately read an Advertifement in Mr. Faulkener’s 
Weekly Fournal, defiring, that Perfons who had re- 
ceived Benefit from drinking Tar-water, wouid fend 
you an Account thereof, with the Nature of their 
feveral Diforders; as that Advertifement was chief- 
ly intended for the Benefit of Mankind. { think 
every one’ ought readily to comply therewith. I 
therefore fend you the following Account : 

I have been thefe twenty Years pat, and upwards, 
grievoufly afflicted with violent Pains and Sweliings 
in my Limbs; and for want of my natural Keft, 
which they frequently prevented, I was reduced to 
a very great Weaknefs ; and I had loit my Stomach 
to that Degree, that I may fay, My Soul abberred 
all manner of Meat, aud I was even hard at Death's 
Door. I was reduced to that unhappy State, which 
the Bifhop of Cloyne, in his Treatite on Tar-water, 
calls Tedium Vite: a wearinefs of Life, that I could 
have bleft the Means that would have finifh’d my 
Days; and if any one was to have bought an Annu- 
ity on my Life, I am fure no cne would have given 
fix Months Purchafe for it. J am certain that every 
one, who has known me thefe twenty Years patt, 
can and will readily vouch the Truth hereof ; and 
not above five Months ago, a Gentleman falling in- 
‘to a groundlefs Paffion with me, for no other Rea- 
fon, but becaufe he was lofing a Game at Backgam- 
mon, declared to fome Gentlemen, who afterwards 
informed me thereof, that he would certainly have 
been the Death of me, but that he was well fatisficd 
I would foon dye by the Courfe of Nature. 

74. 1 was alfo afflicted with a violent fcorbutic 
Humour, which broke out to a great Degree in my 
Faces and 2bout the Beginning of May laft, on my 

firit 
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firft hearing the Virtue of Tar-water fo greatly re- 
commended, and on reading the Magazine for the 
Month of March, wherein. it is fet forth, I refolved 
on drinking it, and tho’ I have only crar.k about 
five Gallons thereof, it has not only perfeétiy cured 
me of the Scurvy, but has allo intircly cafed me 
from ail my Pains; reitored me to wy former 
Strength, a good Stomach, and a great Flow of Spi- 
rits; that now (I thank Gop) I may juttly fay, I 
am a Man again. 
I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
Henry Parfons. 


Mr. Parfons, who may be feen every Day in the 
Streets of Dudlin, continues in a perfect State of 
Health, and Flow of Spirits, and conttantly drinks 
Tar-water. 


75. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Bernard Ward, 
dated from Belfaft, Fuly 23, 1744. 
SIR, 

Inclofed I fend you, the Cafes of three Perfons, 
who have received Benefit by the Ufe of Tar-water. 
In the firft I prefcribed ic myfelf; the 2d, I had from 
the Mother of the young Lady, and her Permiffion 
to fend it to you; the 3d, I had from the Father of 
the Child, who perufed and approved of the Ac- 
count which I fend you. I[ think it the Duty of 
every Perfon, as far as he can, to make the World 
acquainted with the Cafes of fuch as receive benefit 
from the Ufe of new Medicines ; efpecially if they 
be iuch as are fafe in the Apptication, and cheap, 
fo as to render them of Ule ev the Poor: Tar-wa- 
ter, I am perfuaded, is of tis Kind, and I dare fay it 
wall give tne good and moft ingenious Autnor of Si- 
ris, avery feniible Pleafure, to find that his Medicine 
is likely to an{wer the End, which he aad in publith- 
ing it, that is, to become of univerfal Ufe, and to 
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remove moft of the Diforders to which Men are 
fubject. 

I venture to fend you the inclofed without any 
Apology, the Truth of thefe Faéts you may depend 
upon, Jam, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Bernard Ward, 


The ITonourable Arthur Hill, Efq; adds by way 
of Poftfcripr, thar though thefe Inftances are but 
three, yet Tar-water is in great and univerfal Re- 
pute here, and I have no Doubt, bur, ina little time, 
abundance more may be given. 

76. N° 1. William Gawdy of the Parifh of K’r- 
Gonnell, and County of Down, Farmer, aged about 
forty Years, had been many Years afflicted with the 
Rheumatifm, About two Years ago he applied to me, 
when by the Ufe of Z¢berial Oil of ‘Turpentine, 
his Complaint was removed for that Time: I Aday 
Jaft I met him near his own Houle, moft grievoufly 
tormented with the fame Diforder, which had then 
fixed itfelf in his Loins, and had for fomc Weeks 
entirely difabled him trom doing any Work; he 
told me he had ufed the Turpentine, but without 
Succefs ; that tor fome Wecks he had fcarce been 
able to walk, I recommended the Ufe of Tar-wa- 
ter, four Quarts of which did fo eff:Ctually remove 
his Diforder, that, to ufe his own Words, he was 
able to lift a Hogfhead Sack full of Corn, and to 
put it upon his Horfe, and, in fhort, was as well 
as he ever had been. 

77. N° 2. Mils Sual!, of the Parifh of Knockbre- 
da, in the County of Dow, a young Lady of about 
fixteen Years of Age, had for fome Time been trou- 
bled with a Pain in her Side, Shortnels of Breath, a 
Palpitation of the Heart upon the lea!t Motion, and 
an entire Lofs of Appetite ; her Mother was ap- 
prehenfive of a Confumption ; yet by drinking Tar- 

Water 


21808 


TAR-WATER. 39 


water about a Fortnight, all the above Symptoms 
were removed, and fhe can now walk a Mile or two 
without giving her che leaft Uneatinefs, and is in 
perfect Health. 

78. N° 3. Fobn, the Son of the Reverend An- 
nefly Baile, Curate of Comber in the County of 
Down, at the Age of two Years, was active and 
{prightly, and could walk as well as any Child of his 
Age; he was then feized with a Fever, which de- 
prived him of the Ufe of his Limbs ; his Joints grew 
large, and his Belly hard, like a ricketty Child; he 
continued in this Condition about two Years, till, 
upon the Publication of Siris, his Father-made him 
drink Tar-water, a Wine Glafs full three Times a 
Day, and in three Weeks time, he recovered the Ufe 
of his Limbs, and has been ever fince in the higheft 
Spirits, and very good Health. 


79. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Ufber, of 
Maryborough, dated Auguft 23, 1744. 

Margaret Large of the Parifh of Coolbanagher 
near Mountmelick in the Queen’s County, being a- 
bout forty-three Years old, laboured under a violent 
Cough and Oppreffion on her Stomach for ten Years, 
which affli€ted her without Intermiffion, to that 
Degree, that the loft her Appetite, her Body was 
emaciated, and her Spirits low and depreffed ; but 
that by drinking Tar-water conftantly every Morn- 
ing fince the Beginning of Fuze laft, the Cough and 
Oppreffion on her Stomach were intirely removed, 
her loft Appetite reftored, her Spirits became brifk 
and lively, and her whole Conftitution and Habit oF 
Body wonderfully improved, and this Change evi- 
dently appeared in about fix Weeks after fhe began 
to drink the Tar-water, This Account, he fays, 
he had from the Patient herfelf, 
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80. A Letter from Mr. Henry Garvais of Lifmore 
in the County of Waterford, dated the 15th of 

September, 1744, to Thomas Prior, Efq; 

Purfuant to your Defire fignified in the public 
Prints, I take the Liberty of communicating to you 
the Cafe of Mr. William Bryen, which may not be 
unworthy of Notice. Mr. Bryen, who is an Attor- 
ney in Lord Burlington’s Manor-courts, after riding 
five Miles about two Years, fince, without a great 
Coat, in a Winter’s Night of very heavy Rain, and 
fo fuddled, that, when he came home, he'could not 
put off his Cloaths, threw himfelf on his Bed, where 
he flept about fix Hours, and'when he awoke, was 
in an high Inflammation, and not able to fpeak. A 
Phyfician, of no finall Repute in this Country came 
to his Aid, and by the common Procefs in fuch 
Cafes, by bleeding, bliftering, &¢. brought fome 
prefent Relief; but in a little Time a violent Cough 
enfued, attended. with a grievous Pain in his Side, 
{pitting of Blooc, and large Sweats; fo that having 
fuffered much, and gone through the Apothecary’s 
Shop for a Courfe of fix Months, and exhautted his 
little Subftance, the Phyficians in a Confultation 
pronounced that he would dye tabid. The Patient 
not being able to purchafe coftly Medicines, in De- 
had recourfe to Tar-water, which he has ever 
ince continued the Ufe of, with the greateft Bene- 
fit; infomuch, that when I talk’d with him, fome 
little Time ago, he told me that he had recovered 
his Appetite and Reft, and was free from the Pain in 
his Side, and as well in Heaith as he could with, 
faving a light Cough which remained, but was, in 
his Opinion, gradually wearing off. 

81. Mr. Gervais mentions his own Cafe in the 
following Words. ‘I was under great Apprehenfions 
from the Reliqus of the Influenza, which in its 
Courfe feized me in a moft heavy Manner, and left 


an acute Pain in my Head, violent Palpitation in the 
Heart, 
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Heart, a conftant Pulfation in the Brain, and Spafms 
through my whole Body. Flagherty cum Soctis had 
me in hand for Months ; Gum pills and Spirits of 
Vitriol I almoft lived upon, and to no Purpofe ; 
but now, by the Ufe of Tar-water, Iam (Gop be 
praifed) reftored to good Spirits and Health.” 

82. He alfo mentions the Cafe of Mrs. C 
of Limerick, who was, many Years, afflicted with a 
Scurvy in the higheft Degree ; that he had been in- 
formed, by a near Relation of hers, that fhe had been 
quite flay’d from Head to Foot, fo that, for many 
Months, fhe lay in Cere-cloths, and could not turn 
in her Bed, but as fhe was helped by th« Sheets : 
When all Remedies prov’d ineffectual, Tar-water 
was the dernier Refort, by the Ufe whereof, for 
ten Weeks, fhe has got a new Skin, her Sores have 
ceafed to run, and her Health is throughly retrieved, 

83. Mr. Gervais, foon after, fent me the follow- 
ing Cafe, drawn up by Doctor William C——, of 
Mallow, in the Words following : 

Carrol Daly, of Ardprior in the County of Cork, 
aged about 28, on exercifing feverely in the Year 
1742, was feized with a violent Cough, ftreigit uefs 
in his Cheft, difficulty of Refpiration, and had large 
Quantities of Blood difcharged from his Lungs ; in 
which State he remained near fix Months, without 
other Affiftance than what his poor Neighbours could 
adminifter ; till at length (quite emaciated, and in 
a heétick State, with flufhings in his Face, fucceeded 
by Rigors, and conftant Nigh:-fweats) he applied to 
the neighbouring Phyficians, who recommended a 
Courfe of pectoral and balfamic Medicines, with 
Tinéture of Jefuits Bark, and a Milk-diet, which 
Regimen he ftriétly obferved ten Months and better, 
when finding little Amendment, and no Hopes of 
Recovery, he applied to me; I recommended his 
continuing the fame Metl:od for fome time longer, 
which he fubmitted to, without further Benefit, than 

that 
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that his Sweats fomewhat abated ; he was now fet 
down as incurable, and, at moft, not likely to furvive 
the following Spring ; when hearing fo much of the 
Virtues of Tar-water, publifhed by the Bifhop of 
Cloyne, and willing to try the Succefs, as every Thing 
elfe failed ; I recommended earnecftly the conftant 
Ufe of it to him, and prepared it for him according 
to the Bifhop’s Direétions. At firft it difagreed pro- 
digioufly, inducing frequent Naufea’s, Sicknels in 
the Stomach, and a Lax, which, in his Condition, I 
was very apprehznfive of ; notwithRanding, I made 
fome lighter, which, in a few Days, was fo recon- 
cileable to his Stomach, that he took it in large 
Quantities after, and is now perfeétly recovered from 
all his Symptoms, only a fmall Cough, which he is 
fubjeét to, on taking Cold, or any Irregularity. 


84. 4 Letter from Mr. William Peacocke, Aferchant, 

in Abbey-{treet, Dublin, dated Sept. 22, 17-44. 

SIR, 

My Brother, Adarinaduke Peacocke, Merchant, in 
Abbey-fircet, was, for teveral Monchs, very unwell, he 
had a great Cough, little or no Appetite, and a great 
Lownefs of Spirits; he could not walk the Length 
of a Street, without being in a violent Sweat, and 
was very much emaciated ; he applied to fome Phy- 
ficians here, and to no Purpofe. He, by Accident, 
heard of the Virtues of Tar-water ; he made fome, 
drank of it Morning and Evening, and in Jefs than 
three Wecks, he was as heal as ever, in great Spirits, 
and as wellas he could wifh 5 this Iaver tor Truth. 

85. Laft Spring I had a Fit of the Gout coming 
on me; the Reafon I fay fo, is, becaufe I was feized 
with the Cramp in my Legs, moft violently, for fe- 
veral Nights. I had a great Lofs of Appetite, and 
my Stomach faint and weak, with great Tendernefs 
in my Feet; this is always a Foreruner of a Fit of 


the Gout with me. I was prevailed upon, by my 
Brother, 
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Brother, Marmaduke Peacocke, to drink Tar-water, 
which I did Morning and Evening: ‘The doing fo 
occafioned great Perfpiration in my Feet, and in 
three Nights after, I had no Cramps, no Tender- 
nefs in my Feet, I had a gocd Appetite and Digefti- 
on, and wasevery other Way very well. I continued 
drinking this Water for two Months, afterwards I 
left ic off for a Week, and drank of it only ever 
Morning. I ftill do the fame, and am now (thank 
Gop) as well as any one. Given under my Hand 
this 22d of September 1744. 

William Peacocke. 


Mr. Peacocke, who may be feen every Day at Lu- 
cas’s Coffee-houfe informs me now in June 1745, 
that he has all along, and now continues to drink 
Tar-water every Day, and that with Pleafure; that 
he has by Means thereof a great Perfpiration in his 
Feet, and Strength in his Limbs, and is free from 
all Symptomsand Apprehenfions of the Gout which 
fo long troubled him. 


86. A Letter from Stephen Bernard, E/g; Member of 
Parliament from Youghall, October 2, 1744. 


SIR, 

As foon as I could completely, and with certainty, 

I was determined to communicate and acknowledge 
the Services I had received from the Ute of Tar- 
water; which I have taken for three Months, 
Morning, Noon, and Nighi, half a Pint each time 
warm ; and which I can now with certainty fay, has 
relieved me from a Sicknefs in my Stomach, that 
ever attended me, but more fevere for fix Years laft 
paft, and fo much more for the two laft, that it was 
very rare to have a Day pafs without being troubled 
with violent Heavings, at leaft twice, and a Loathing 
of all Suftenance; which reduced me to fo low a 
Condition, as utteriy difabled me from ufing any 
Exercife. I was alfo fubjeé&t to a frequent Giddinefs, 
which 
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which remained, and was encreafing, notwithitand- 
ing a long Courfe of Voriits ; 3 in Jefs thana Week af- 
ter 1 drank the T ar-water, I not only found my Sto- 
mach relieved, but I had really an Appetite, which, 
I thank Gon, {till continues, and I think ftrengthens, 
and the Giddinefs is almoft gone; thefe are the Par- 
ticulars I can with Truth and Certainty aver. As to 
my other Complaints which are a flatulent Colick, 
a Numbnefs in my Hands, and Obftructions, the 
Relief not being very fenfible, 1 would not prefume 
troubling you ‘with an Account of it; 3 tho’ with 
Gop’s Permiffion, I have the utmoft Confidence, I 
fhall be able to give you an Account of a complete 
Cure; and make al! the Acknowledgments in my 
Power for the Good reccived from the moft inge- 
nious learned Labour of the excellent Author of Siris, 
Tam, Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Ste. Barnard, 


P. S. A Servant of mine, for Years was troubled 
with a confumptive Cough, and is quite recovered 
by Tar-water. 


87. An Extrad cf a Leiter from Charles Coote, 
Efq,; Meinber of Parliainent from Cootchill, Oc- 
tober 6, 1744, 

SIR, 

Iam to inform you, that I drink Tar-water con- 
ftantly ; befides the Diforders, I have always been 
jubject to, which are called nervous, I have the 
Gravel to a great Degree, but without Pain, I 
difcharge great Quantities, by Urine, and my Sto- 
mach, Digeftion, and whole Frame, ulcd to be 
greatly difordered when I was loaded with it; the 
Ufe of this Water, not only difcaarges it, but I be- 
lieve alters that Difpofition in my Confitutton, and 
I have always fousad myfelf better in Sp:rit:, Digel- 
tion, and the Enjoyment of myfcif fince { diank it. 

$8. By 
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88. By the Teftimonies of Samuel Moore, and 
Fobn Maxwell, Efgs. the Reverend Mr. Handcock, 
Curate of Cava, and many others of this County, 
Mr. Donaldfon, of Cavan, late Sub-Sheriff of this 
County, has been long aMli&ted with the Gout in an 
extreme Degree: He has drank the Tar-water fome 
Months, and from a clofe Confinement to his Bed 
and Chair, to his great Lofs while he was Sub- 
Sheriff, he is now walking about the Streets, and 
does not remember when he was able to do fo for 
many Years paft, and refers it wholly to that fin- 
gle Medicine. : 

89. Mr. Waren, within two Miles of me, is A- 
gent to Alderman Daw/cz ; he was afthmatic, and 
feemed to be confamptive to the laft Degree. I have 
not {ven him lately, bute Mr. Richard/on, our Rector, 
affures me, that he is recovercd of all his Com- 
plaints to 2 wonderful Degree, folely by che Tar- 
water, and that lie confi’s he never knew tolera- 
ble Comfert, flace bis liinefs, till he took it, 

go. A poor Feilow, in fome Un: er- Office about 
the Church of this Town, was allo aflamatick, aad 
almof incapable of any Action, ard is now reliored 
by it, as our Rector alfures me. I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft affectionate Servant, 
Carles Coote. 


gt. P. S. My Brother-in-law, Mr. Pratt, who 
has been extremely ill, many Ycars, of {corbutick 
Diforders, and has, in vain, drank ali the Waters in 
Eurepe, drank the Tar-water a good while, and I 
believe continues to do fo 5 he is now aétive in Spi- 
rits, and able to co Bufinefs, and, indeed, appeared 
to me, not long ago, to be quite recovered; he 
made it but of half the Strength, the fuii Strength 
difagreeing with him, and he declared, he thought 
his Amendment was entirely owing to it, 
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92. A Letter from William Ryves, E/q; from Ca. 
ftlejane xear Tipperary, dated Oftober 11, 1744. 


SIR, 

I fhall always take Pleafure in any Thing for the 
publick Good, therefore with Pleafure fir down to 
anfwer your’s, and to give you the Account you de- 
fire, of the Bencfit my Tenant, John Cornick, re- 
ceived from the Ule of Tar-water. 

This Man has been, for many Years paft, a 
Mower and a Plowman, in the Occupation of which, 
by Heats and Colds, he acquired a Cough, which 
continued on him for feveral Months, and which 
fometimes (efpecially in the Spring) difabled him 
from following the Plow; but about March laft, 
he was obliged to keep his Bed, notwithftanding he 
had the Advice and Direétions of two Phyficians, 
at different times ; and being worn away to perfect 
Skin and Bone, the Phyficians pronounced him ve- 
ry near his End. About Fly laft, I got, and read 
Siris, and immediately directed this poor Fellow to 
drink Tar-water, which he did conftantly, twice or 
three times a Day: For the firft Week, or ten 
Days, he coughed prodigioufly, and brought up 
great Quantities of fetid Corruption; every Day 
after, his Cough abated, and his Stomach increafed, 
and at the End of three Weeks drinking, he was 
able to walk half a Mile with Pleafure, which he 
did, every Morning, between his firft Draught and 
Breakfalt ; and, in five Week’s time, had gathered 
a good deal of Strength; his Tar being then out, 
and he thinking himfelf pretty well, he omitted 
Grinking fince ; but I have now ordered him a frefh 
Parcel of Tar, and do not doubt but he will be as 
well able to hold his Plow, next Spring, as ever, 
and mow the following Summer: In fhort, his 
Cough is gone, and he finds himfelf hearty ; I this 
Day examined him, 

93. Edward 
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93. Edward Moore, Efg; of Moore’s Fort in the 
County of Tipperary, a Gentleman of Fortune, was 
extremely out of Order, and, by all the Phyficians 
that attended him, was judged to have an Ulcer in 
his Bladder, and was preparing to go to fome Wa- 
ters proper for him; he had quite loft his Stomach 
and Complexion, but by the Ufe of Tar-water, for 
five or fix Weeks, is not only quite well of his Dif 
order, but has recovered his Stomach and Com- 
plexion ; and, I do believe, {till continues to drink 
it. I can alfo affure you, my Wife has drank it, for 
fome time, for a little barking Cough, which fhe 
has had thefe three Years paft, which afflicts her 
moft, juft as fhe gets up in the Morning; and fhe 
has found fuch an Abatement of it, that I do not 
doubt, but, in a little time, fhe will be quite free 
from it. If thefe Accounts be of any Ufe to the 
Publick, and a fatisfa€tory An{wer to your Letter, 
it will fully anfwer the Defign of, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
Williain Ryves. 


94. A Letter from William Connor, Efq; from 
Bandon in the County of Cork, dated Otober 23, 
1744. 

SIR, 

I am favoured with your’s of the Sixth Inftant, 
and have fince communicated the fame to my Bro- 
ther George Connor, who is the Perfon, you heard, 
had been relieved, in a fcorbutick Diforder, by the 
Ule of Tar-water ; for which he is ful! of Ac- 
knowledgments to the Author of Siris ; and (had 
not the Badnefs of the Weather, and fome ozher 
Accidents, in his Family, hitherto prevented) he de- 
figned, ere now, to have paid his Compliments per- 
fonally to the Bifhop of Cloyne, and have acquaint- 
ed him with the whole Progrefs of his Diiorder, 
and almoft incredible Benefit he had et in 

cls 
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lefs than a Month, by the Ufe of that moft fove- 
reign and univerfal Remedy ; for which Purpofe, 
he defired me to let you know, that he intends 
waiting on his Lordfhip as foon as he can conve- 
niently leave Home; there are feveral other In- 
ftances in this Neighbourhood, of Perfons benefited 
by the fame Means, but none more fo (that I have 
heard of) than one of my Daughters, who had Ia- 
boured under a kind of hyfterick and nervous Dif- 
order for fome Months, which affi€ed her with a 
Palpitation and Difficulty of Breathing, infomuch, 
that fhe frequently imagined fhe was expiring ; of 
which Complaint, fhe is now (Gop be praifed) 
quite free, and attributes her Cure folely to that 
moft excellent Remedy, Tar- water, having received 
little or no Benefit from any Thing elfe; tho” fhe 
had been under a Courfe of Medicines, for fome 
Months, before the took to the drinking Tar-water, 
for the Difcovery of which the is infinitely obliged 
to the good Bifhop, and fo is, Sir, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 
William Connor, 


95. Mr. George Connor, whofe Name is men- 
tioned in the precedent Letter, having been pleafed 
himfelf to communicate his own Cafe, and Relief, 
in November, 1744, 1 thall here infert the Particu- 
Jars thereof, which fhew the wonderful Powers of 
Tar-water. 

Mr. Connor had been, feveral Years, afflicted with 
a fcorbutick Diforder, and finding no Relief here, 
from the Prefcriptions of Phyfictans, he went to 
England, where he made ufe of the Bath, and other 
Waters, without receiving any Benefit; upon his 
Return to Jre/and, his Diftemper became fo violent, 
and increafed to fuch a Degree, that his Phyficians, 
not knowing what to do elfe, were for fending him 
to Bath again, when, by Chance, he met with oe 

whic 
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which put him upon the making and drinking 
Tar-water, which quite tecovered him in a Month 
or fix Weeks Time; his Cafe was wonderful, his 
Body was all over one continued Sore, he was ob- 
liged to fhift himfelf four times a Day, and his 
Shirts ftood on End, ftiffened by Corruption; his 
Limbs and Body were wrapped up in Linen fpread 
_ Suet, to keep any Thing from touching 
im. 

The fharp Humours ufed to run through his 
Cloaths on the Ground. He could neither digeft, 
fleep, nor reft. The firft Effect of the Tar-water 
was that an incredible Number of blind Boils ap- 
peared in the Skin over his whole Body, and very 
fore, by which the morbifick Humour was driven 
to the outward Parts, and by conftant drinking 
Tar-water, thefe Boils grew milder, and by De- 
grees healed and dried away, fo that in lefs than fix 
Weeks, he was quite eafy, and he attributes his 
Cure folely to Tar-water. Upon firft taking the 
Water, he was very coftive for feveral Days, which 
frightened him, and made him take fome gentle 
opening Purge. But this rather retarded kis Cure, 
for where the Tay-water throws out the Venom in- 
to the Skin, it fhould not be difturbed by the 
Revulfion of a Purgative, howfoever fuch cafting 
out may naturally produce a Coftivenefs. Such 
Coftivenefs is not to be reckoned a bad Effeét, but 
a good Symptom ; it fhews that Nature is throw- 
ing out the bad Humours through the Skin, and 
not by Stool, and when it has fufficiently done that 
Service, in which it ought not to be difturbed, 
the Body will naturally return to its ufual Difcharges; 

.as many have experienced, 
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96. A Letter from Cornclius Townfend of Betfbo- 
rough near Mallow in the County of Cork, E/qs 
dated the 30th of Ogtober, 1744. 


SIR, 

I received the Favour of yours, but a Hurry of 
Bufinefs prevented my anfwering it fooner; I affure 
you, I never had it in my Inclination to conceal any 
Thing that I thought may be of general Ufe to Man- 
kind. Before I enter on the Particulars of my com- 
plicated Diforders, I muft beg leave to obferve to 
you, that I am thoroughly convinced, from my 
own Experience, and my Obfervations on others, 
that nothing yet difcovered ftands fairer for being 
confidered as an univerfal Medicine for all Difor- 
ders, than Tar-water, taken as lately directed by 
that great good Man, the Bifhop of Cloyne, in his 
Treatife on the Virtues thereof. As to my own Ex- 
perience, about fifteen Years ago, and about the 
32d of my Age, after a moft remarkable good 
Stock of Health from my Infancy, I was firft feized 
with a violent Heartburn, and foon after had flight 
Fits of the Rheumatifn, which in a few Years be- 
came very violent, and then getting the better of 
my often envied good Conftitution, a moft invete- 
rate Scurvy appeared, particularly on my Temples, 
and Fovehead ; my Fits of the Rheumatifm were in 
the Beginning irregular, and did not hold above a 
Month or fix Weeks ata Time; but about eight 
Years ago, they became regular, and ufed to con- 
fine me to my Bed during the whole Winter and 
Spring, and always began with a light Fever and 
terrible Head-ach, which generally held for the firft 
nine cr ten Days. I have been likewife fubjeé& to 
a Scurvy in my Gums, and in fpight of all my 
Care, apt to get cold, which frequently aMi€ted my 
Lungs and Giands, and ecexXioncd a Deatnels; till 
about three Years ago by the Advice of the prefent 
Bifhop of Kil/alce, I began the Ufe of Tar-water, 

which 
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which within a Month carryed off the Heart-burn ; 
and foon after the Scurvy in my Gums, Temples, 
€&c. began to leffen, and about that time twelve 
Month, was quite gone ; it has alfo carryed off the 
Inflammation of my Glands, and Iam not fo apt to 
get cold, or be very deaf as formerly; and when, 
through Careleffhes of myfelf, ic happens I get 
either, I am under no Apprehenfion about any ill 
Confequences, finding that honeft Tar-water does 
the Bufinefs. My Fits of the Rheumatilm, fince the 
Ute of Tar-water, have indeed been as tedious, with 
as greata Weaknefs in my Knecs and Ancles as ever, 
fo that I am not able to ftand, but net near fo pain- 
ful and almoft free from the Fever and Head-ach 
I have mentioned. I am now under a Courfe of 
bathing my Legs in warm Tar-water, by Diredtion 
of the Bifhop of Cfoyxze, and hope in fome Time to 
be able to give you an Account of its Succefs. I 
fear I have tired your Patience, but as you defired 
I fhould be particular in the Account of my Ail- 
ments, I mutt farther let you know, that from the 
Beginning of my Diforders, Ihave had fuch a coftive 
Conttitution, that I feldom had the Benefit of Na- 
ture, without the Help of Ele¢tuarics, or fome other 
Openers; my Fundament was fo inflamed with 
Piles, that I was very apprehenfive of a Fiftula, my 
Flefh was bloated and very tender every where; I 
was fubjeét to 2 Palpitation of the Heart, Cramps, 
Meagrims, &¢c. from all which (I thank God) I 
am quite free by the conftant Ute of Tar-water 
only. 

The famous Dogtor Barry feveral Yearsago, put 
me under a Courfe of Rhubarb and Sulphur, to 
which I regularly ftuck for upwards of two Years ; 
and other Phyficians fince put me under different 
Courfes of Pnyfick for my Rheumatick and other 
Diforders, but all to no manner of Purpote. 
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97. As to my Obfervations on others, 2 Gentle- 
woman in my Family, who had a paralytick Dif- 
order, and the Scurvy to a great Degree, with 
many Diforders in her Stomach, for which fhe ftuck 
to the Mallow Waters for feveral Seafons, and was 
only for the Prefent relieved thereby, and my Wife, 
who has been tormented with the Scurvy, Hi- 
ftericks, &%c. are both recovered, and very well by 
the Ufe of Tar-water. 

98. One Mrs. Buftid, who lives near Killmallock, 
having had a Heart-burn for fome Years to fuch a 
Degree, that in her Strainings, fhe would frequent- 
ly difcharge Blood out of her Stomach ; fhe was fub- 
ject to a racking Pain in her Bowels, had a Ganger 
in her Mouth, and her Teeth were all loofe; fhe 
was given over by all the fkiiful Perfons in her 
Neighbourhood ; but, hearing of the great Benefits 
I received by the Ufe of Tar-water, began to drink 
it, and foon found herfelf much better. Of which 
an Apothecary in Kil/mallock having had an Account, 
fent her word, that fhe was ill advifed to take it thar 
way, and ordered her by all Means to mix her Tar 
with hor Water, and then drink it; which fhe ac- 
cordingly did; but it operated fo violently by purg- 
ing up and down, that fhe was at Death’s Door ; 
however, fhe afterwards found, that taking it even 
that way, did her vaft Service; fhe is now perfectly 
recovered, and firmly refolved never to take the 
Advice of an Apothecary again. I could mention 
feveral more, who, by my Advice, in various Dif- 
orders, received very great Benefit, or were pera 
fectly cured by drinking Tar-water; in fhort, I 
make it my Bufinefs to recommend it to all my Ac- 
quaintance, and whatever your Diforders are, you 
may fafely take it ; if you do, I don’t at all doube 
but you will foon join in the Praife of Tar-water, 
with, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Corn, Townfend. 
99. ax 
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99. Ait Extraét of a Letter froma Phyfician, whofe 


Name I am not at Liberty to mention; cominuni- 

cated to mein November, 1744. 

«© A Man of about thirty-five Years of Age con- 
fulted me, who from a pleuritic Diforder imper- 
feétly cured, fell into an heétic Fever, attended 
with a defperate Cough, with this dreadful Symp- 
tom, an Ulcer in the left Lobe of his Lungs; which 
plainly appeared, firft from his being at firft at- 
tacked by the Pleurify in the left Side. Secondly, 
from almoft an impoffibility of lying on the right 
Side. Thirdly, from a vaft Heavinels and fuffocat- 
ing Burthen he complained of in the left Part of his 
Thorax; till relieved in fome Meafure by throwing 
up a vaft Quantity of fetid purulent Matter, inter- 
mixed with pure Blood, and (I may fay) fanguine 
Jpumofo, fo jultly called by the great Hippocrates ; 
which Excretion generally happened to him once a 
Month or thereabouts, and which, as he informed 
me, had always like to have fuffocated him. This 
evacuated Pus mutt have been gathered in its pro- 
per Veficula, which being external in the Lobe was 
ufually broke by a {trong Fit of Coughing, or fome 
other violent Shock of Nature. Upon further Exa- 
mination, I found he had cold noéturnal Sweats, 
and almoft all the Signs of the Facies Hippocratica. 
You may eafily judge, that the Prognoftic I form- 
ed, was very doubtful, as his Cafe was both danger- 
ous and difficult. However, I ordered him imme- 
diately to drink Tar-water, and, as the Indication 
required, I prefcribed fome balfamic anc detergent 
Pills, befides fome Stomachic Medicines, as he al- 
moft entirely Jot his Appetite; I have aifo ordered 
him to take a Ride, Morning and Evening conitane- 
Jy. I can now with great Truth and Pleafure affure 
you, that he is quite recovered; which I rault in 
Jultice attribute to the. Tar-water, as the lait Medi- 

E 3 Cines, 
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cines, though prefcribed before Tar-water, had little 
or no Effect. I have tried this Medicine of Tar- 
water in two Cafes of the atthmatic Kind, and in 
three acute ones, in all which it has had wonderful 


Succefs,”’ 


1co. 4s Extra of a Letter from Henry Edg- 

worth of Lizard in the County of Longford. E/q; 

Member of Parliament, dated the 10th of Novem- 

ber, 1744. 

“© I fhall foon be able to fend you fome very 
remarkable good Effeéts of Tar- water, which has 
been taken both by myfelf and two others of my 
particular Friends, and thofe of Judgment and good 
Senfe, who have given this innocent, ufeful, and 
cheap Medicine, fair Play. I can’t havethcir Leave 
to mention their Names; but as to myfelf, I muft 
do it the Juftice as to fay, that few Men of my Age 
and temperate Way of Life, I believe, have been 
more afilicted with the Rheumatifm ; more efpecial- 
ly in the Winter Seafcn, and in changeable Weather: 
and after the Violence of the Fits abated, it fre- 
quently and almoft thefe fourteen Years paft, (about 
which Period of Time I was firft attacked by that 
inveterate Encmy) Jeft me in a worfe Condition, 
even Pain cannot in my Apprehenfions in any Sort 
be compared to the exceffive Lownefs and Dejeétion 
of Spirits, I Jaboured under for certain Times, more 
or lefs, till I took Tar-water ; and though my Af- 
fairs would not permit me to have Recourfe to it a3 
regularly as I ought, yet even as I took it, it has 
picafed God, not only in a great Meafure to miti- 
gate the Violence of the Fits of the Rheumatifm, 
but I have in no Sort had the Icatt Return of any 
Dejeétion of Spirits this whole Winter. Iam no 
Bigot of any Sort, I affure you; bur fam fully per- 
fuaded this moft excellent Remedy, if properly pre- 
paredand taken, would work mor suiraculous Cures, 

than 
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than ever were pretended to have been wrought at 
the Tomb of Thomas a Becket ; and has more real 
Virtue in it, than the Touch or Blood of any of the 
Line of the Stuarts whatever; and this Account 
you may publifh whenever you think fit, as Truth 
and Matter of Fact.” 


101. 4 Letter from Charles Tottenham of Totten- 
ham Green ia the County of Wexford, £/g; Mem- 
ber of Parliament, November 18, 1744. 


*¢ For the good of the Publick, and in Honour 
of the Bifhop of C/eyze, I inform you, that /77lliam 
Cooper, my Servant, on Tuefday the gth of lat 
O.tober, fell ill of a violent Fever, Stich and Pleu- 
rify; on Weducfday and Thurfday was bled, his 
Blood very bad each Time, on Weduefdey Evening 
he began to drink warm Tar-water, and by Tiurfiday 
at Noon, had drank above two Quarts; at which 
Time his Stich and Fever left him; he fweated 
greatly ; a bliftering Plaifter was fent tor on Tour/- 
day Moraing, which was brought to the Paticat 
that Evening, but finding himfelf cafy would not 
fuffer it to be applyed; he continued free from 
Pain till Saturday Morning, at which Time his 
Stich returned, his Lungs fo greatly oppreffed, that 
he could {carce breath, his Infide very fore, and his 
Head very painful. On Saturday Evening a blifter- 
ing Plaifter was put on between his Shoulders; he 
continued very il] till Suxday Evening, at which 
Time his Blifter began to run, on which he had 
immediate Eafe, and continuing to drink Tar-water, 
by eleven o’Clock that Night his lead was free 
from Pain, his Stich and Cough gone, flept well 
that Night, and on the 2oth of the fame Month, 
was, as hearty and as heal as ever. Said William 
Cooper is between fitty and fixty Years old, has had 
a violent Cough and bad Lungs tlefe thirty Years 
paft, until now, not having any Cough, Pain within- 
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fide, or Oppreffion on his Lungs: This fhould 
have been fooner fent, but that I thought it pro- 
per to wait, and know whether any of his old Dif- 
orders returned ; they did not, he never was better 
nor fo full of Spirits. 

P. S. It is to be obferved that the Patient drank 
Tar-water the whole Time.” 


102. 4 Letter from Mr. George Johnfon, a young 
Officer in the Army, to Thomas Prior, E/q, dated 
the 25th of November, 1744. 


“I was greatly afflicted with the Bloody-flux 
from February 1742-3. to the Beginning of May, 
1744, the greateft Part of which Time, I was fo 
ill, that I was not expected to live, nor could I eat 
or drink any Thing that would ftay upon my Sto- 
mach; nor had I any Eafe during the whole 
Time, but when I ufed to ride, which I did 
three or four Weeks fucceffively, three or four 
Times during my IlInefs, on Buiinefs ; a Week or 
fix Days sfter which, I was tolerably eafy, and 
could eit pretty hearty, after which tho’ I took 
feveral Things, and by the beft Advice, I ftill 
grew worfe. I was advifed to take Tar-water, 
which I did cence a Day for near a Weck in the 
B. ginning of April, 1744, but it would not ftay on 
my Sicaiach, and made me fick, fo I left it off 
for about three Weeks; but continuing to grow 
worfe, I was advifed to take it May following, which 
I did (I thank Gop) with Succefs, for by taking re- 
gularly twicea Day, with a Dofe or two of Rhubarb 
during the Time which was about three Weeks, (I 
thank Gop) I was perfectly well. 

N. B. 1 feveral Times before took Rhubarb 
curing my IllnefS in all Shapes, without any Be- 
nefit.”? 


103. An 
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103. 4n Extraé& of a Letter from the Revered Mr. 
Thomas Collier of Aunfield near Rofs in the 
County of Wexford, ta Thomas Prior, E/q; dated 
January 24,1744. 

SIR, 

I have had it often in my Thoughts to commu- 
nicate to you a particular Account of the Cafe of 
the Woman mentioned in your Letter, and of fome 
others, in regard to the Effects of Tar-water. The 
poor Woman had for three Years before fhe drank the 
Tar-water, been troubled every Summer with very 
ugly Blotches and Ulcers, efpecially on her Face ; 
and as the poor People about me generally apply 
for fome Cure or other for their Difor&ers, I advifed 
her to a Courfe of Marth, or wild Celery-Tea, 
This gave fome Relief for the Prefent, but fhe 
grew worfe in the main, that is, every Summer the 
Ulcers increafed in Number and Size, fo that I 
advifed to the Hofpital in Waterford. Juft asI had 
read Siris, fhe came to my Door, her Face fwelled. 
to a monftrous Size, hardly any Eyes to be teen, 
and in as loathfome a Way as ever I faw one in 
the worft and moft difmal Stage of the Small-pox. 
She told me fhe was dying, and begged a little 
Charity trom me: I had fome Tar-water juft made 
for myfelf, and I made her take along with her 
two Quarts, and defired her to drink them off, and 
come to me again ; I did not fee her fora Weck, 
and then fhe told me, fhe had tried to take the 
Water, and it was fo cold on her Stomach, that 
it almoft killed her ; thatinftead of comforting her, 
it threw her into a cold Sweat, all mortal Symptoms. 
I then advifed her to go home and take it as warm 
as fhe could poffibly bear it; fhedid fo, and in aWeek 
came to me for more Water. By that Time, the 
Swelling had much fubfided, and the could fee with 
both her Eyes. I then gave her a Galion of Water 

moire, 


21998 


5S The Effects of 


more, and in about a Month after fhe came to me 
quite well, no Swelling in any Part of her Body, 
and only a Rednefs in her Face juft as after the 
Small-pox. I forgot to mention, that, when fhe 
firit came to me, her whole Body was greatly fwel- 
leds fhe continucd well till latt Summer, when fhe 
had a finall Return of the Diforder, which was cured 
the fame Way, and is at this Time feemingly well. 
In this Cafe the Cure was prodigious, and what I 
eftecmed almoft ‘miraculous, becaufe I had known 
the Woman’s Ailment a long Time before fhe took 
the Tar-water, and as it was inveterate and of a 
long ftanding, I thought it would take up a good 
deal of Time and Water, if fhe could be cured at 
all. As far asI am able to judge, her Diforder was 
a Scurvy occafioned by poor Living in every Senfe, 
and this in its laft Stage attended by a Droply. Her 
Name is Catherize Debbin. 

104, The next Cafe I tried was for a violent Pain 
in the Stomach,which had greatly troubled a young 
Gentlewoman of my Acquintance for about a 
Twelve-month, and for removing which, fhe had 
taken feveral Things, but to no Purpofe; one Gallon 
cf Water cured her, and fhe has had no Complaint 
cf the Kind thefe fourteen Months pat. 

105. A third Patient who received Benefit by 
drinking Tar-watcr, was an old labouring Man, 
who was fo weakened by a long dry Cough, that 
when I faw kim I took him to be on the extreme 
Verge of Life. ide was fo weak, that he was aMifted 
in coming a Quarter of a Mile to my Houfe, and 
was obliz-d to flop at every third or fourth Step : 
I gave this Man a Pitcher of Tar-water, and in 
about a Month he came to me to know if I had any 
Werk for hia, his Cough quite removes, and witit 
ariicy neakhy Countenance; he has been fince 
Inbouring confant!y, and is in a better State of 
Elcalta this Moment, than he was for any time 

during 
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during three Years before he took the Water. His 
Name is Edmund Doii/y. 

106. Within this Month paft a very extraordina- 
ry Cure has been owing to Tar-water: A Servant. 
Maid in this Parith, was feized about a Monti: paft 
with a violent Itching all over her Body, which in 
three or four Duys broke out all over her in wa- 
tery Puttules, which as they broke, threw out a. 
fealding fharp corroding Liquor, which burnt the 
Skin wherever it touched it; fo that the poor Crva- 
ture was almoft diftra€ted : But prepofiefied violesz'y 
againft Tar-water. At lat, with great Perfuafion, 
fhe was prevailed on to take it, and by the time fire 
had finifhed two Bottles the Puftuics difappeared, 
and fhe is now free from all the Symptons, and in 
very good Health : The common People called it the 
St. Authony’s Fire, but I can’t pretend to fay whac 
the true Name of the Diforder was. If any thing 
elfe remarkable frould occur, I fhail make bold to 
Ict you know it, and am, 

Sir, Your moft obedient huinble Servant, 
Tho. Coliter. 


107. 4 Letter from Col. Nicholas Loftus, ¢f Lof- 
tus-hall in the County of Wexford, E/g; Member 
of Parliament, to Thomas Prior, £/@; dated 
Feb. the ff, 1744. 


I have your Favour of the 29th of Jaft Month: 

I have drank Tar-water thefe three Months paft, 
half a Pint Morning and Evening, with great Suc- 
cefs: My Diforder was fevere Pains in all my Boncs, 
and particularly in my Joints, which I believe were 
Rheumatick, and was very apprehenfive of a Re- 
turn of the ’Sciatica, having had a fevere Fit of it 
laft Spring. I had a Stiffnets in my Limbs, which 
made walking very uneafy tome: Which Exercife 
I ufed a great deal of before. My Pains are now 
all 
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all vanifhed, and I can walk fome Miles in a Morn- 
ing as well as I ever did. Some in my Neighbour- 
hood nave taken it, fora Year paft, in the Gout, 
and the Fits of it have been much lighter than they 
hai been many Years before. 

108. I have a Servant who had a very violent 
Afthma, who I made drink it, and he hath been 
fince furprizingly relieved: Iam convinced that it is 
very gocd for many Diforders ; I have found it very 
diuretick, I am told, that you are about publifhing 
foinething about it, for the Good of the Publick: 
Ass you deferve their Thanks in many Inftances, pray 
accept of thefe, particularly from, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Nichclas Loftus, 


109. A Letter from Peyton Fox, E/q; of Weftmeath» 
to Thomas Prior, E/g; dated Feb. the 15th,1744. 
Dear STR, 

I had Yefterday the Favour of your’s of the 29th 
of laft Month; and according to your Defire ac- 
quaint you, that for thefe feveral Years paft, I have 
been fubje&t to great Colds; but Jaft Winter I had 
fuch a violent Cold and Cough, as confined me with- 
in Doors for five Months, and found not the leaft 
Benefit from Remedies, of which I took a vaft Quan- 
tity : But when I got the good Bifhop’s Siris, I 
took the Tar-water, which perfectly recovered me, 
and do not find I am fo apt to get cold as I was, 
My Stomach is not extraordinary good, but much 
better than it was. Within thefe three Months I 
got, by venturing too much in my Garden in cold 
Weather, two Colds; but the Tar-water, in a few 
Days, carried them off without fevere coughing. 
Since I firlt took the Tar-water, I have not had the 
lealt Touch of the Gout, and my Spirits are more 
lively : I look onmy Cure to be the more extraordi- 
nary, confidering my great Age, being ey eet 
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I hear of many who have received Benefit by the 
T'ar-water, but can’t be particular: If I hear ofany 
worth acquainting you with, I will; and affure your- 
felf, Iam, 

Dear Sir, Your moft humble Servant, 
Pey. Fox. 


110. A Letter from the Rev. Mr. RogerLyndon, of 
Ballyfax i the County of Kildare, March 26,1744. 


Dear STR, 

I had the Favout of your Letter by laft Poft, de- 
firing I would'inform you concerning my drinking 
Tar-water, and the good Effect it hath had on me. 

Laft Summer, and fometimes before, I found my- 
felf under feveral Diforders, as Gravel, Pains in my 
Back, confining me fome fhort Times to my Bed; 
great want of Appetite, frequent Dizzinefs in my 
Head, unfeafonable Sleepinefs, Sorenefs in my Gums, 
and the loofening and falling of fome of my Teeth, 
infomuch that I could fcarcely chew my Meat; and 
by fuch great Uneafinefs in my Mouth, I was often 
reduced to Broths, and other foft Aliments. All 
thefe Diforders, I was informed, proceeded from the 
Scurvy ; and therefore I was refolved to try the Be- 
nefit of the fo much talk’d-of Tar-water. I began 
to drink it, purfuant to all the Rules, laft Michael. 
gnas3 and have continued it to the middle of this 
Month, without Intermiffion: I was from the be- 
ginning very exact in keeping up to Difcipline, and 
therefore foon found the Benefit ; and, I blefs God, 
have not, in the leaft Degree, felt any of the Difor- 
ders before-mentioned: I can walk great lengths ; 
have a conftant and good Appetite; can eat my 
Meat, with Teeth as well-faftened and eafy in my 
Mouth, as I could for fome Years paft. This, Sir, 
isin Faét all I have to acquaint you with, the Argu- 
ings I leave to better Judgments; and if you think 
this Account may be of any Service to others, you 

may 
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may (as you have defired) communicate it, in what 
manner you pleafe, to fo good an End. Iam, Sir, 
Your affectionate humble Servant, 
Roger Lyndon, 


ri1. ALetter fren: John Usher, of Lifmore ix the 

County of Watcrtord, E/q; dated from Lifmore, 

Feb. the 4th, 1744, to Thomas Prior, Ef, 

In Performance of my Promife, I fend you the 
two following Cates, which happened Iatcly, and 
may ke relied upon. A Soldier in Capt. Burfton’s 
Company, in General Frampton’s Regiment, whofe 
Name I cannot Jearn, tho’? he was fome time in this 
Town, being afiidted with a fpitting of Blood-and 
purulent Matter, for a confiderable Time (which 
Diforder was eccafioned by a Peripneumony or Pleu- 
rify, tho’ he could not tell which, having had it be- 
fore he came to Quarters to Dungarvan, about two 
Years ago) and having aifo a violent Cough and 
ftrong Night-fweats, Symptoms of a deep Decay, 
which quite emaciated him, Mr. Charles Smith, 
Apothecary in that Town, ordered him to drink 
Tar-water, which was made with Lime-water, in- 
ftead of common Waier, knowing Lime-water to 
be a great Dryer of Ulcers: He had not vfed it 
long, when he found his Cough and other Symp- 
toms left him entirely, and ina fhort time he grew 
furprizingly fat and healthy. 

112. Richard Kearney, Servant to Mr. Thomas 
Barbon in Dungarvan, was for many Years afflicted 
with a Cough and Difficulty of Breathing, which 
arrived at length toa confirmed and violent Afthma, 
fo that upon the Jeaft Preffure of the Atmofphere 
he was conftantly vifited with his Diforder, and dif- 
abled from rendering his Mafter any Service: About 
four Months fince, by the Perfuafion of his Matter, 
he began to drink Tar-water ; and had not uled it 


above a Fortnight, when, to his Surprize, he found 
a great 
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a great Heat and Scalding in his Urine, and a Go- 
norrbea of a moft virulent Colour enfued, which fo 
trighted him, that he left off drinking the Tar-water, 
attributing thefe Symptoms to the Ufe of it; but 
upon his Mafter’s urging him to it, he again tock 
to the Ufe of it, when, in about 2 Monti, not only 
thefe Symptoms Icft him entirely, but, in a great 
meafure, his Cough and Afthma. He fill ufes the 
Tar-water, and is much recruited in both his 
Strength and Fiefh, infomuch that laft Week he 
walked up a fteep Hill at the Back of the Caitle 
here, nimbly and in a few Minutes, which, he af- 
fured me, before he took the Tar-water, he could 
not crawl up in an Hour. The above Charles Sinith 
enquired of him, whether formerly he had not fome 
vencreal Taint, which he did not deny, and he at- 
tributes the above Symptoms to fome Remains of 
that Diftemper, which the Tar-water carried off it 
wrought him and ftill doth much by Urine. Thefe 
two fhall fuffice for this time ; in my next you fhall 
have more on the fame Sudjeét, from 
Your moft humble Servant, 
Fobiz Upper. 
113. The faid Mr. Ufber having aifo communi- 
cated the Effects and Virtues of Spruce-beer, which 
he juftly reckons to be a Kind of Tar-water, both 
proceeding from the Juices of the Fir Kind: I fhall 
beg Leave to infert, in this Place, the Particulars 
thereof: He writes ‘ that havingan Eftate on the 
Coaft in the County of Waterford, from whence ma- 
ny of his Tenants go yearly to the Fifhery of New- 
foundland, he frequently odferved, that fuch of them 
as went out meagre and pale, like Skeletons, and 
troubled with Itch and Scurvy, always returned fat, 
with ruddy Complexions and great Health, not- 
withftanding their great Fatigues there; and on 
Enquiry into the Cau thereof, he found that they 
all attributed their Recovery to theirconftant drink- 
ing 
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ing of Spruce-beer while they are theres that-a¢ 
foon as they arrive there, they cut the Branches of 
the black Spruce Fir, which is the only Fir made ufe 
of there for Spruce-beer, and therewith make their 
Beer in the manner mentioned hereafter ; and this 
Pravitce of making and drinking Spruce-beer, they 
continue during the Time they ftay there, and in 
their Return, and bring great Quantities of the 
Branches with them to make Spruce-beer after their 
Arrival, which they are very fond of; and notwith- 
ftr:.ing they live on fale Provifions many Months, 
ans nave frequently thick Fogs on the Banks, yet 
they are no way troubled with Scurvy, Itch, or any 
Erupuons whatfoever, owing, as they fay, to the 
conttant drinking Spruce-beer. They fay farther, that 
the People are very prolific, and that no Part of the 
World has fo many Children as St. Fobn’s in New- 
foundland, confidering the Number of the Inhabi- 
tants; probably this may be owing to the conftant 
Ufe of Spruce-beer, or their living fo much on Fifh, 


or both.” 


114. Ibe Way of making Spruce-beer in Newfound- 
Jand, as communicated from the Fifhermen to Mr. 
Uhher. 

Let fixteen Gallons of Water be well boiled in a 
Pot, along with a good Quantity of the Branches of 
the black fpruce Fir cut into fhort Pieces, as much 
as wil] fill the Pot; it will take three or four Hours 
boiling, and the Method to know when it is boiled 
enough, is when the Bark of the Spruce flips readily 
off the Sticks between your Fingers. The Spruce is 
then taken out, and a Gallon of Molaffes put to the 
Water, which is fufficient to make a fixty Gallon 
Cafk, and proportionably a greater Quantity of Mo- 
Jaffes for a larger Cafk. The Water is then to be 
well ftirred and well boiled once after the Molaffes 


is put to it; it muft then be put into a Cafk, which 
is 
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is to be filled up with cold Water, and to be very 
well ftirred with a Stick at the Bung, and, by the 
Help of the Grounds remaining in the Cafk from a 
former Brewing, will immediately ferment, and the 
next Day the Bung is to be clofed up, and the Day 
following it will be fit for Ufe. But if you have no 
Grounds of a former Brewing, then put a fmall 
Quantity of Barm to it, which will in one Night’s 
Time fufficiently ferment it ; next Morning clofe it 
up, and it will be fit for Ufe the Day following, and. 
will hold good a Fortnight. But if you would make 
Spruce-beer to laft feveral Months, then you mutt 
add a greater Quantity of Molaffes two or three, 
or more Gallons, and more Spruce to give it a 
ftronger Body. 


115. A Letter from John Uther of Lifinore, in the 
County of Waterford, E/g; dated April the 62h 
1745, to Thomas Prior, £/q; 

The conftant Employment, I have here, has 
hindred me from colleéting Cafes relating to Tar- 
water ; however, you fhall have fome in a Poft or 
two: My own is worth taking Notice of, and is as 
follows. I have been, for twelve or fourteen Years, 
troubled with a Diforder in my Nerves; it cameon 
gradually, but at Jaft to fuch a Pitch, that there was 
feldom a Night that I have not been obliged to get 
out of my Bed, and walk about the Room for fome 
Minutes, before I could compofe myfeit to Reft ; 
efpecially on the leaft Excefs in Drinking, or the 
leaft Cold. As I was ready to drop afleep, my Mind 
ufed to be extremely agitated, in a manner not to 
be defcribed: I ufed to feel at the fame time 2 
Thrilling down my Thighs, and a Defire to ftretch, 
as inan Ague Fit, which relieved me for that Mo~- 
ment: The Bed was then intolerable to me, norcould 
I find any Relief but by getting up and walking 
about tho’ I have bore it with the utmoft Pain for 

above 
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above an Hour. I was at Spa, and took all the 
nervous Medicines from divers Phycifians to no Pur- 
pofe. Dottor Lacky’s Advice concurred with my 
own Inclinations, to induce me to drink Tar-water ; 
and I folemnly affirm, that in a Fortnight’s drink- 
ing it, I never had a fingle Retum of it from that 
Day to this, which has made my Life comfortable, 
as I ufed before to dread the Approach of Night. 
This I the rather infift on, as Iam very fure I never 
drank a Drop of good Tar-water: For a Cafk of Tar 
I had from Cork, I am now confident, had been all 
aufed before ; and I am now, to my great Concern, 
obliged to difcontinue it for want of good Far; for 
there is not,a Drop to be had in Cork that is good; 
and I have had Complaints from the good Bifhop 
on that Head: However, I have had no Return of 
my Diforder. 

116, P.S. I am not at Liberty to mention the 
Names to you of two Women that have been cured 
of an inveterate Fluor albus, even by bad Tar-water, 
and in a fhort Time; in fuch Diforders Names are 
not to be mentioned, but I am thoroughly convinced 
of the Facts, and have as much Evidence as the Na- 
ture of them will admit. I shall for the prefent 
conclude this long Letter with affuring you, that I 
am yours, &e, 


117. 4 Letter from Mr. Lewis Lloyd of Kinfale, 
dated March the 8th, 1744. 


A poor Labourer of this Town, rendered incapable 
to get his Bread, by a moft violent Itch that feized 
both Legs; after the Advice of Doétors, Surgeons 
and Apothecaries, and the laft Expedient, Saliva- 
tion, proved ineffectual, being advifed to rub the 
Sores with Tar-water, was in three or four Days 

rfectly cured, to the great Surprize of thofe who 
had before adminiftred to him. 

11. 4 
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118. A Letter from the Reverend Dean lfaac Gervais 
of Lifmore in the County of Waterford, dated 
May the 8th, 1745. 


I have, for a confiderable Time, been prevented 
by many incidental Avocations, from communicat- 
ing a Cafe, as much to the Honour of Tar-water, as 
perhaps any yet publickly known, and the more fo, 
in that itis the only Inftance of that Nature I have 
heard of. 

Being in Waterford, fome time in Fuly laft, I ad- 
vifed a Sifter of mine, now in Years, who had been 
long afflicted with an inveterate Rheumatifm, to the 
Ufe of Tar-water, which fhe readily complied with ; 
fo that, having a Call there about feven Weeks fince, 
I had the Pleafure of feeing her {trong enough to 
meet me on the Stairs without Stick, without which, 
for a long time, fhe was not able to walk acrofs her 
Room. 

119. That is not all, butan ufual Effect of it ; for 
befides, fhe had, for near two Years before, been 
grievoufly tormented with a crue] and unquenchable 
Thirft, to which the other Diforder was nothing, in 
Comparifon. It was become the Plague of her 
Life. She had by fcrupulous Care, and Choice of 
Diet, the Advice of Neighbours and Acquaintance, 
and others, pretending to more Skill, done all that 
could poffibly be devifed to get the better of it; but 
allin vain, ull, by the Blefling of Gop on the Ufe 
of Tar-water, her Thirft gradually leffened ; fo that 
at prefent, fhe is perfectly eafy, and fo effectually 
cured, as fhe feems almoft to have loft her Appe- 
tite to drink itfelf ; though not yet quite relieved from 
the other Diforder, yet fhe bears it patiently, it be- 
ing eafy in Comparifon of the Torment fhe has got 


rid of. Iam yours, 
If. Gervais, 


F 2 SIR, 
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Fune 1852743. - 
STR, 

In Compliance with your Requeft, I fend you 
the following Account of certain Perfons in my 
Neighbourhood, who have received Benefit by drink-. 
ing Tar-water. Many others, about me, have 
taken it to good Effet; but I mention none but 
fuch whofe Maladies and Cures fell within my own. 
Knowledge. Iam, 

Sir, your very affectionate humble Servant, 
Benj. Everard. 


4a Account of certain Perfons, near Bleffington in 
the County of Wicklow, who have received Benes 
Sit by drinking Tar-water, to wit. 

120. Catherine Cardy, forty-one Years of Age: 
troubled with a Cough, Stuffing in her Cheft, and 
Shortnefs of Breath, all the Winter of 1742, not 
free from thefe Complaints in the Summer of 1743, 
and feeling them all more feverely in the following 
Winter ; but in the Spring of 1744, affected with 
them all in the highelt Degree, Iabouring under a 
Difficulty of Breathing, without Appetite, not be- 
ing able to work or walk, or lie down at Night, 
getting little or no Sleep, her Body emaciated, her 
Breaft, Neck and Face, fwelled; and her Lips 
black, and fcarce able to fpeak. She began with 
Tar-water the 4th of April 1744, and thought her- 
felf recovered with drinking fix Bottles ; but find- 
ing a Streightnefs in her Breaft, after leaving it off 
four Days, fhe took two Bottles more, and became 
quite well. 

The firft Morning after taking it, fhe fpit.a 
Quart of tough Phlegm and ropy Matter, after 
much Coughing. She coughed for ten Mornings 
after with lefs and leis fpitting: In this time her 
Complaints wore off ; in three Days fhe could lye 
down in her Bed, and fleep all Night; her a 

mach 
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mach came to her, and fhe recovered her Strength 
and Freedom of Breathing ; fo that, on the eighth 
Day, fhe walked a Mile up Hill, and back again, 
without being difordered, and towards the latter 
End of May, was able to bear the FAtigue of nur- 
fing a Foundling Child, left at her Door, and walk- 
ed with it feven times in that Month, to and from 
Blefington, which is a Journey of more than three 
Miles. She paffed the laft Winter and Spring 
without any other Diforder than a Cough, at odd 
times, upon catching Cold; which was always re- 
moved bya Bottle or two of Tar-water, 

121, Fames Deoling, Labourer, aged about thir- 
ty-five Years, taken with a Fever in the Spring of 
1744, which increafed with threaten’: Symptoms, 
particularly a Loottnefs, fo that his Lite was def- 
paired of: On the gth Dey Tar-water was given 
him, and onthe 13th the Feverturned ; ina Week 
after he got out of Bed, and walked abo::t his Cab- 
bin; in about another Week he went abread, and 
foon after fell to his Work, looking clear and rud- 
dy, and of a healthful Countenance. 

122. Anne Ofborn, about fifty Years old, trou. 
bled with Stitches at times, for four or five Years, 
kept her Bed for three Months in the Winter of 
1743, labouring under Stitches, a Cough, and 
Shortnefs of Breath, without Appetite or Sleep, and 
worn away to Skin and Bone, drank Tar-water, 
Nightand Morning, the Beginning of 4sril1744, 
and with eight Bottles was perfectly recovered. At 
firft, fhe threw up a great deal of foul Stuff from 
her Stomach: In three takings her Stitches left her ; 
fhe foon recovered her Appetite and Reft, and was 
able to lye down in Bed; her Cough ceafed, fhe 
gained Flefh and Strength, and walked abroad in 
three Weeks Time. 

123. Eleanor Dowling, aged about thirty-five 
Years, troubled with a hard dry Cough for ten 

F 3 Years 
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Years together, worn away by it greatly, and trou- 
bled with a Wheezing and ShortnefS of Breath, by 
drinking Tar-water in the Summer of 1744, all the 
above Complaints wore off equally to her Surprize 
and Joy; which fhe expreffed by faying, ‘* That 
“¢ if fhe had twenty Cows, inftead oF two, fhe 
“¢ would have parted with them all, to have become 
** as well as a few Gallons of Tar-water had made 
‘© her. 

124. Foan Ardle, a Gatherer of Rufhes for Can- 
dles, ftuffed up and choaked with a Cough, without 
Stomach or Sleep, and her Hufband affected much 
the fame way, both cured by two Bottles of Tar- 
water: They are aged Perfons. 

125. Lawrence Kane, Pedlar, about fifty Years 
old, laboured under an Ague, about Hollandtide, 
1743, which was followed by a fevere Cough, that 
held him for fix Months; he drank but two Bot- 
tles of Tar-water in May 1744, and found himfelf 
perfectly recovered. 

126, Bryan Mee troubled with a Pain in his Sto- 
mach, and Lofs of Appetite, cured with one Bot- 
tle of Tar-water. 

127. Three Children, in one Family, between 
fix and eight Years old,. took the Small-pox in the 
Summer of 1744, and came very fafe and well 
through the Diftemper, without any other Prepara- 
tion or Medicine than Tar-water, which they had 
drank conftantly from 4pril foregoing, and conti- 
nued to drink it during the whole Time of their 
IiInefs, except about two Days, when the Pock in 
their Mouths and Throats became fore, and broke, 
and f{marted by the Tar-water; they have gone on 
drinking Tar-water ever fince without any Reluc- 
tance to, or Mifchief from it; on the contrary, 
they falla crying, if by any Accident, they do not 
get it at the ufual Times ; and by the conftant Ufe 
thereof, one of them hath been kept from the Re- 

turns 
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turns of 2 threatening Fever, to which he was fub- 
jeét, and had been feized by it three Times in the 
{pace of fix Months. Another was troubled with 
Lumps under his Jaw, and other glandular Swell- 
ings, which have abated fince his drinking Tar- 
water, and aré now almoft gone ; and all the three, 
fince their drinking Tar-water, have better Stomachs 
and more Spirits, and are much freer from Coughs 
and Colds than formerly. 


128. A Letter from a Gentleman of Charaéter and 
Integrity, who defires his Name might not be mene 
tioned, dated June the 18th, 1745, to: Thomas 
Prior, E/qs 
What Mr. Arthur Hill told you, of the Benefic 

I have received by Tar-water, is fo much Faé&, that 

I now enjoy a very good State of Health, compared 

with what I had for feveral Years paft, owing entire- 

ly, under Gop, to that eafy, ufeful Medicine, as I 

have Reafon to believe. 

As you defire a particular Accountof my Diforder 
and the Relief I have had from it, I chink ic is but 
imitating the Benevolence of the Author, to give 
you that as diftinétly as can, in hopes the fame 
may. prove ufeful to others in the like Circum- 
ftances. 

129. You mult know then, that about twenty- 
five Years ago, I had the firft regular Fit of the 
Gout, which ufed to lay me up frequently after, in 
Autumn and Spring efpecially ; but never affected 
me higher than my Feet or. Ancles, until 1738, 
when I was feized with a moft violent Fever, which 
cccafioned my being feverely blifter’d on my Legs, 
which gave the Humours a Courfe thac Way, and 
being mixed with gouty Matter, prevented the 
Sores, made by the Blifters, from healing, though 
all. Care was taken by the Phyficians for that End : 

F 4 After 
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After I recovered from my Fever, it was thought: 
that this prevented the regular Fits of the Gout, 
which I ufed to have, and made it fly about my Bo- 
dy and Head, from whence Indigeftion, Lownefs of 
Spirits and Sweatings followed; and at length I 
ufed to be freqnently feized with a Giddinefs or 
Swimming in my Head, -efpecially after eating, 
which would continue until I had lighten’d my 
Stomach by puking: In hopes to get better Relief 
for thefe Diforders from the Phyficians in Town, I- 
went to Dudlin in 1742, and by the Direétions of 
two there, juftly efteemed for their Knowledge, I 
went through a continued Courfe of gentle Phyfick, 
and was forbid every Thing of Nourifhment, but 
light, white Meats, and a little Port-wine, until 
Summer 1743, when they ordered me a Courfe of 
Spa Water with Exercife. Thefe Rules I obferved 
pretty carefully, and found myfelf a good deal re- 
liew’d from my Lownefs of Spirits, and the Giddi- 
nefs in my Head, until the Autumn fellowing,when 
T had a fevere Return of both, to which, I believe, 
my great Hurry and Fatigue contributed not a lit- 
tle. This put me under a Neceffity of returning to 
my Courfe of Phyfick during the Winter 1743, and 
until May 1744, when I read the worthy Bifhop’s 
elaborate Treatife on Tar-water, of which (tho? in 
many Parts too refined for my Knowledge) I under- 
ftood fo much, as convinced ime of its Ufefulnefs, 
and the kind Defign of the Author; whereupon I 
altered my Intention from Spa, to Tar-water, and 
drank about Half a Pint in the Morning, and as 
much in the Fvening, with due Regard to the 
Rules prefcribed, as to not eating betore or after 
for two Hours; which produced a regular and pret- 
ty fharp Fif of the Gout in my }cet and Ancles, 
Joon after I began the Courfe, and feem’d to warm 
me and increafe my Sweatings. In about two 


Months after | had a Return of rhe Gour, but much 
gentler 
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gentler, and my Sweatings abated. Then I hada 
violent Itchinefs over all my Body and Limbs, 
which was followed by Blotches and Eruptions on 
the Skin. In Autumn I got fome Cold, and I be- 
lieve had lived too freely for an Invalid, which was 
attended with a little of the Swimming in my Head, 
and Diforder in my Stomach; but’ I had fo much 
Faith in Tar-water, chat I made ule of it air’d, in- 
ftead of Sack-whey, or Tanzey and Sack, which I 
formerly ufed to take, with Intention to repel the 
Gout ; and through this laft fevere Winter, I have 
continued in very good Spirits, freed from the Dif- 
order of my Head and Stomach, tho’ I have not 
confined myfelf to any regular Diet; and notwith- 
ftanding Iam much thinner of Flefh, I find my- 
felf much ftronger and abler to undergo Fatigue 
than at any Time fince my Fever.. The Benefit I 
have received, makes me recommend and prepare 
it for feveral of my poor Neighbours, who generally 
receive Benefit by it, if they will continue to ufe ic, 

130. A Collier, that was forced to quit his La- 
bour by an afthmatic Diforder, is wonderfully re- 
covered, tho’ he ufed it but about a Fortnight. 

131. And my Mafter Salter was often feized with 
a violent Palpitation in his Heart, and had taken 
fevera] Medicines for it, but it was rather increafing; 
when he made ufe of Tar-water about three Weeks 
he recovered from a violent Fit, and was fo well 
that he quitted the Water, and then had a Return; 
upon which he was again relieved by the fame 
Means, which he now continues to ufe, and enjoys 
better Health than for fome Years patft. 

132. We have many Inftances in this Neighbour- 
hood of Perfons being relieved by Tar-water, under 
very different Diforders, tho’ I am furprized they 
fhould, for if the common People do not immediate- 
ly receive all the Relief they with and promife to 
themfeives upon once or twice drinking of it, like a 

Charm, 
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Charm, they give it up, not confidering what the 
Bifhop has fo plainly urged ; that in all chronical 
Cafes it is an alterative, that requires Time to change 
the Mafs of Blood. I find Iam going out of my 
Depth, and I am fure I have trefpaffed too long up- 
on your Time, if any Enthufiaft in Praife of Tar- 
water can do fo; therefore I will now releafe you 
with only this Obfervation, that if thefe Hints can 
afford you any Matter, to be reduced into more 
ufeful Form for the Benefit of others, I fhall be 
highly pleafed. 


133. The Cafe of Mr. John Brocks Engraver, liv- 
ing at the Sign of Sir Wfaac Newton’s Head, on 
Cork-Hill, Dublin ; communicated by bim to 
Thomas Prior, E/g; on the 22d of June, 1745. 
The faid Mr. Brooks was, in November 1744, 

Seized with Stiches, and a pleuritic Fever, which 

continued eight or ten Days; he was blooded once 

and became better, but going abroad too foon, 
caught Cold and relapfed, and was much worfe than 
before, being feized with more violent Stiches, Op- 
preffion on his Cheft, Difficulty of Breathing, with 
moft profufe Sweatings fo as to wet his Bedcloaths 
twice a Night, which fo weakened him in fome 
‘Time, that he was reduced to Skin and Bone, with- 
out any Appetite or Reft, fo that it was thought 
he could not live an Hour, as he could hardly draw 
his Breath ; he was advifed to go out of Town to 
the Park, and drink Tar-water, which he did at 
the Rate of three Pints a Day for ten Days warm, 
going to Bed, and getting up, and cold at other 

Times, at eight different Times a Day ; along with 

which he only took thin Gruel, or Chicken- 

broth; at the End of Ten Days he was able 
ta go abroad, mending every Day, the Tar-wa- 
ter having removed his Stiches, Sweatings, and 


made him breathe as free as ever. He was ad- 
vifed 
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vifed to ride, which he did, and on the firft Day 
of riding an Impofthume broke, which lay upon his 
Lungs; the firft thing thrown up was a Bag which 
contained the impoftumated Matter, which was fol- 
lowed by a great Difcharge of corrupted Stuff nixed 
with Blood : He was immediately feized with a vio- 
lent Spitting of Blood, which continued feveral 
Days, and was blooded, but ftill continued to drink 
the Tar-wateras before, which he found to heal his 
Lungs, and ftop his Spitting of Blood, and in a 
Fortnight’s Time got into fo good a State of Health 
as to be able to purfue his Bufinefs ; he is now as 
well as ever he was, his Spirits and Appetite rather 
better than at any Time before, and be {till conti- 
nues to drink Half a Pint every Morning. 

134. Mr. Benjamin Prince, of Great Britain- 
Street, an Officer in the Excife, came to me, onthe 
7th of Augu/t 1745, out of a ftrong Senfe of the 
Benefit he received by the Ufe of Tar-water, and 
communicated his Cafe, which I took from his own 
Mouth, as follows: He faid, that for four Years he 
had been troubled with violent Pains in his Back 
and Kidneys, and frequent Colics; that he ufed to 
have two or three fharp Fits of the Gout every 
Year, and, after a Fever, had a fixed Pain in one of 
his Arms, : fo that he was not able to lift ic up; he 
had loft his Appetite, Spirits, and Reft: But being 
advifed to drink Tar-water to get him a Stomach, 
he began to drink it in Fume 1744, at the Rate of 
half a Pint every Morning, and no more. In a 
Fortnight’s time the Pain in his Arm abated, and 
foon after went off; fo that he gor the full Ufe of 
it; in lefs chan a Month’s drinking he voided, by 
Urine, a great deal of flimy Matter, and in two or 
three Months, after frequent Stoppages of Urine, 
he had great Pains in his Reins, and at laft difchare- 
ed a Stone as large as an Olive-ftone, which was 

nine 
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nine Days paffing ; after which he voided, from time 
to time, twenty-five Gravel-ftones, of different Sizes, 
nineat once, and frequently difcharges {mall Gravel 
or Sand all jagged and pointed, which {eeth to be 
broken off from a larger Body of Stone: He is now 
at eafe as to his Gravel, and but feldom troubled 
with Colics, and what Pain he has that way, he im- 
putes to the Remainder of the Gravel, not yet dif- 
charged ; he had no Apprehenfion or Sufpicion, 
before he drank Tar-water, and difcharged Gravel, 
that his Pains arofe from the Stone or Gravel; he 
thought his Diforder was nothing but a Colic, for 
which he took many things to no Purpofe. He 
alfo fays, that he has not had the Ieaft Fit or Symp- 
tom of the Gout fince he drank Tar-water, which 
is near fifteen Months ago; and he never fails to 
drink it conftantly every Day, finding that he has 
thereby got a good Stomach, high Spirits, and 
good Sleep, and imputes all his Rclief to Tar-water 
only, 


Auguft the 15th, 1745. 

135. This Day Mr. Fobn Powell, living at the 
Glafs-ware-houfe in Crow-/freet, Merchant, was 
leafed to come to me, and gave the following Ac- 
count of his Cafe and Relief, which I took down in 
Writing, from his own Mouth, as follows: Mr. 
Powell had the Gout for near twenty Years, off and 
on, but in the Winter 1743, he had a violent Fit 
which lafted twelve Weeks. He was alfo troubled 
with violent Pains in his Bowels, for two Years be- 
fore that time, which he thought was a Colic, had 
no Appetite, a bad Digeftion, and little Sleep; he 
had thofe Fits of the Colic twice or thrice a Weck, 
each Fit lafting twenty four Hours, with racking 
Pains, fo that it was thought that his Life was in 


great Danger. In the beginning of the Year 1744, 
on 
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on reading the Treatife on Tar-water, he was advif- 
ed by his Phyfician to drink the Water, which he did 
regularly for fix Weeks at the Rate of a Pint a Day, 
taken in the Morning and Evening; and in three 
Weeks time his Pains began to abate, and in fix 
Weeks all his Colic-pains went off, and he has not 
had the leaft Fit ever fince: He feldom fails to 
drink the Water every Morning, and refolves- to 
continue the conftant Ufe of it, having got a very 
good Stomach and Digeltion, and fleeps very well; 
nor has he had the leaft Fit of the Gout ever fince 
he began to drink Tar-water, ‘being perfectly free 
from all Symptoms of it; he has the full Ufe of 
his Limbs, and walks as well as ever he did, and he 
imputes all his Cures to Tar-water only. 

136. James Brown, about ten Years old, to 
whom the late Earl of Kildare left an Annuity of 
twenty Pounds a Year, for his Father’s long and 
faithful Services under him, was miferably afflicted 
with the King’s Evil for four Years, and being long 
under the Care of Surgeons in Dublin, was fent in 
Mugu 1744, to his Relations in the County of Cork 
to take care of him, as there were no Hopes of his 
Recovery in Dublin, When he came there, he had 
many running Sores in his Arms, Hands and Feet, 
and Swellings on each fide of his Throat without 
Appetite or Digeftion. In this Condition he was 
immediately put into a Courfe of Tar-waters he 
‘drank about a Quarta Day, a Naggin at a time, 
and after fome Days drinking the Water, they wafh- 
4d his Sores with ftrong Tar-water, and fora Plaifter 
ufed the Oil of Tar, which was fkimmed off the 
Water, fpread on Lint or Lincn: The Effect was, 
-that in a Fortnight’s Time moft of his Sores were 
heaicd up, and Swellings gone, and in, lefs than 
fix Weexs Time he was perfectly recovered, aml 
now continues very well, with good Appetite and 
Spirits. This Account the Author had from the 

young 
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young Man himfelf, and from his Relations; and 
theugh he is very well, yet he continues to drink 
Tar-water, by which he received fo much Benefit, 
but in fmaller Quantities. 


137. Another Inftance of the Efficacy of Tar-water 
in the Cure of the King’s Evil, is as follows. 


Michael Carney of Proteftant Row in Cavan-ftreet, 
about fixteen’ Years old, was troubled with the 
King’s Evil fix Years, having running Sores in his 
Arms, Neck, Legs and Body, and had been in 
Mercer’s Hofpital a Year without Benefit, and had 
almoft loft one of his Eyes by the Evil; the Author 
being informed that this Boy was in Danger of 
having his Eye rotted out of his Head by the Evil, 
direéted the Wrift Plaifter to be applied to him, 
which was attended with fuch Succefs, that in a 
Fortnight’s Time, in the latter End of the Year 
1743, the Evil was quite driven from his Eye; but 
the Boy continuing full of running Sores, and great 
Pain in one of his Arms, of which he had little 
Ufe, in April 1744, I gave him Tar-water to drink, 
a Pint a Day; in a little Time he difcharged two 
Splinters of Bone, black and carious, from his Arm, 
whereby he had immediate Eafe there, and conti- 
nuing to drink Tar-water, and wafhing his Sores 
with it alfo, in two Months Time all his Sores 
healed up, his Appetite and Strength returned, and 
he was perfeétly recovered, and continues very well, 
and now lives with Mr. Barry Colles, Attorney, at 
Stephen’s Green, Thefe Inftances, and many more 
come to my Knowledge, convinces me, that the 
King’s Evil, hitherto reckoned incurable, may, ina. 
fhort Time, by the Method before mentioned, be 
perfetly cured. 


The 
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The Rev. Dean Madden, of Molefworth-ftreet, 
Dublin, was pleafed to give me, in July 1745, 
the following Inftances of Cures by Tar-water, 
which came to bis Knowledge. 


138. The Rev. Mr. George Philips, of Anne- 
Street, Dublin, was feized laft Summer, with a vio- 
Jent Pleuritick Stitch: He was then in the Coun- 
try, three Miles from Dublin. He fent for a Sur- 
geon to bleed him; as he was long a coming, his 
Pain increafed. He drank freely of Tar-water warm, 
and in a few Hours his Pain fo far abated, and the 
Heighth of his Pulfe leffened, that, when the Sur- 
geon came, it was refolved not to bleed him. He 
continued to drink Tar-water ; the Diforder abated, 
and in a few Days went entirely off. 

139. Fobn Waller, of the Parith of St. Anne, 
Dublin, aged fixty feven Years, had in Spring 1745, 
a violent Cough, and a general Failure of Nature. 
He was reduced fo low, that all who faw him gave 
him over. He was perfuaded to drink Tar-water 
in his extream low Condition, and in five Weeks, 
he was able to go about his Bufinefs, and continues 
hearty and well. 

140. Mrs. Stear of Ginnets in the County of 
Meath near Trim, had the worft Symptoms of the 
moft violent Scurvy, her Hands and Arms black in 
fome Parts, fo that a Mortification was fometime 
apprehended. She drank Tar-water for feveral 
Months; it ftruck the moft virulent Humour out 
on her Face and Arms, fo that no one could know 
her: She was not difcouraged, but continued to 
drink Tar-water, and in a few Months her Skin 
was entirely clean. Before fhe drank Tar-water, ihe 
“was often fick and low fpirited; while fhe drank ir, 
fhe was hearty and well every way, and has conti- 
nued well many Months, 


141. Mrs, 
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141. Mrs. /¥oedrof, who lives near Cork, was 
troubled with a.Rheumatifm in her Head, Dropfy 
in her Legs, and an Afthma, from which fhe was 
relieved in two Months Time by drinking, Tar- 
water. Her Son Mr. Woodrof, a Clergyman who gave 
this Account, fays, that above two. Years are paffed 
fince fhe was relieved. oe : 

¥42. The Reverend Mr. Thomas Goodwin,..af 
Dawfon-freet, Dublin, was relieved. of a Megrim 
and a Sleepinefs by the Ufe of Tar-water, and con- 
tinues well, Fune 29, 1745. 

143. Mr. Palma the Mufician, was troubled 
with a Rheumatifm, his Limbs fwollen fo, : that he 
could not walk, but was cured in a Month’s Time 
‘by drinking Tar-water, and continues well, © 
_ 144. The Reverend Mr. Edmond White of the 
County of Wexferd, was in dike manner relieved of 
violent Pains in his Limbs, and a Colic of a long 
ftanding. 

145. Mr. Jones of Grafton-fircet, between fixty 
and feventy Years old, had for feveral Years a vio- 
lent Afthma, attended with a great Cough and fre- 
quent {pitting of Blood and Corruption in great 
Quantities, finds himfelf greatly relieved in -every 
Reipect, by the Ufe of Tar-water; and he neither 
ipit Corruption, nor Blood Jaft Winter. 

146. Mr. Wollafton of Trim, Clerk to’ Mr. Juf- 
tice York, was afthmatick for a long Time, and 
not able to live in Dublin, was relieved by Var- 
water in fix Weeks Time, aad is an altered Man, 
and continues well, Zune 29, 1745. Thus far 


Dean Madden. 
147. Mrs. Ann Fitzgerald, Wife of Mr. Wil. 


Fitzgerald of Ballyrone in the Queeu’s County, wes 
for feven Years afflicted with violent [yftericks, 
Pain and Wind in her Bowels, which threw her fire- 
quently into fuch Diftractions as deprived her of the 
Ufe of her Underftanding, fo that fhe was utterly 

uncapable 
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uncapable of minding the Affairs of her Family, and 
a Servant was conftantly employed to take care 
of her, and fometimes to prevent her laying violent 
Hands on herfelf. Many Phyficians in Dublin 
and the Country, had her under their Care, and pre- 
{cribed many Medicines, which had no Effect ; at 
laft fhe was prevailed upon to drink Tar-water, 
and in a few Days, found fome benefit, and by 
continuing to drink it fora confiderable Time, fhe 
is now perfeétly recovered, and free from all her 
Ailments ; and the only Inconvenience fhe had from 
Tar-water is, that as it gave her a good Appetite, 
fhe is grown much fatter and more corpulent than 
fhe was before, or delires, and fhe ftill continues to 
drink the Water in {mall Quantities by way of Pre- 
vention. This Account I had from herfelf and her 
Hufband. 

148. The faid Mrs. Fitzgerald alfo informed me, 
that fome Years ago, one of her Sons was griev- 
oufly troubled with a running Sore in one of his 
Arms, that the Humour which iffued out was fo 
corrofive, that it eat into the Flefh, and fpread all 
over his Arm, notwithftanding all the Pains taken, 
and Plaifters applied to ftop the Progrefs of it, 
whether it was a Tettar or Cancer, or what elfe fhe 
could not tell; fhe then recolleéted what fhe had 
formerly been told, that a Plaifter of Tar had been 
ufed with Succefs on fuch Occafions; accordingly, 
fhe put fome Tar into a Pot over the Fire, and 
added fome Mutton Suet to it, and having gently 
boiled and mixed them well together, fhe made 
a Plaifter and fpread it thin on Linen, and applied 
it to the running Sore as hot as the Child could 
bear; the Effect was, that inten Days Time, all the 
Sores were healed up, and the Arm entirely cured, 
and continued fo ever after. 


G 149. A 
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349. 4 Letter from the Reverend Mr. Robert Brere- 
ton, of Burton in the County of Cork, dated No- 
vember 9, 1745. 


I here fend you an Account of the Benefit receiv- 
ed by me from drinking Tar-water. 

I had been greatly afflicted with a Jaundice for 
two or three Years, which returned on me feveral 
‘Times in that Period, and was always attended with 
exceding lownefs and dejeétion of Spirits. I was 
advifed by my Phyficians to enter on a Courfe of 
Steel Preparations ; but unwilling to undergo a te- 
dious Courfe of Phyfick, I had Recourfe to Tar- 
water, from which in five or fix Weeks I found 
great Relief, and at lengtha perfect State of Health, 
and good Spirits, which I now enjoy. 

150. Iam farther to inform you that Mr. Ralph 
Crofts of Lifcarrol in the County of Cork, my 
Neighbour, above feventy Years old, was greatly 
emaciated, and worn out with lownels of Spirits and 
want of Appetite, and, did not expeét to live out 
the Winter 1744. He was advifed to drink Tar- 
water, from which in. lefs than a Month, he was 
much better, and in two or three Months perfectly 
recovered to as good a State of Health and Spirits 
as he had in any Part of his Life. 

I am, Sir, your moft humble Servant, 
Robert Brereton. 


151. Mr. Focelyne Davifon, of the Town of Car- 
low, came to me on the 19th of November 1745, 
and gave me the following Account of his Diforder 
and Relief, which I took down in writing from his 
own Mouth, and is as follows: 

In Winter 1744, he got a great Cold, which 
caufed a violent Cough, and an Inflammation in 


his Lungs, attended with very great Spitting and Dif- 
charges ; 
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charges; he continued in this miferable State for 
near four Months, without receiving any benefit by 
the Medicines he took, fo that it was thought he 
could not live; his Father advifed him to drink 
Tar-water, which he neglected to do for fome Time, 
but finding his Diforder increafe, he took to Tar- 
water, and drank about half a Pint warm every 
Day in the Morning as foon as he got up, and in 
fix Days Time, he found himfelf much eafier; he 
then obferved, that the Tar-water had thrown out 
a great Rafh, like an Itch or Scurf on the Surface 
of his Body, which alarmed him at firft, and in- 
clined him to Jay afide the Water, but finding him- 
felf {till better, and that the Venom of the Diftemper 
was caft off that Way, he continued the Ufe of it, 
and in fix Weeks perfeétly recovered from all his 
Ailments, and now continues very well. 

152. He alfo informed me, that Mr. David 
Simms the Prefbyterian Minifter at Car/ow, was long 
troubled with an Afthma and Difficulty of breath- 
ing and fpeaking, fo that it was thought by all who 
faw him that he could not live long; but by drink- 
ing Tar-water a confiderable Time, he is quite re- 
covered from all thofe Diforders, and as well as can 
be expected of one of his Age. 


The Reverend Doétor Bacon of Lemavaddy in the 
County of Derry, communicated to me in No- 
vember 1745, the three following Cafes. 


153. f-amesCrowders,Poftillion to Colonel Forward 
of the County of Donnegal, Member of Parliament, 
was feized with a violent afthmatick Cough, fwelled 
all over his Body, and no Appetite, fo that it was 
thought it was impoffible he could live: He 
drank Tar-water about a Month, Morning and 
Evening, a large Glafs, which purged him violently, 


and perfeétly cured him: This happened about a 
Ge Year 
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Year and half ago, and he continues perfectly well 
ever fince, This was confirmed to me by Mr. For- 
ward himfelf. 

154. .Mrs. 4un G——~e, a Widow Lady of the 
County of Derry, had been troubled with an afth- 
matick Diforder for about feven Years; her Cafe 
was, that fhe breathed freely in a fmoaky or foggy 
Air, but was ready to expire in thin fharp Air. 
After trying many Medicines, and elpecially Goat- 
whey in vain, fhe drank Tar-water, of which fhe 
took only a Wine Glafs full at Night, when a-bed, 
and in the Morning before fhe got up, (for it made 
her very fick, when fhe took it in the Day, and 
was obliged to go to Bed immediately.) The Effect 
was, that fhe grew better upon her taking the Tar- 
water, and was quite cured upon drinking it three 
Months ; fhe has continued well ever fince, which 
is fix Months, and has begun to drink a little late- 
ly by way of Precaution. 

155. The Reverend Mr, S—-—+# of the Diocefe 
of Derry, was troubled with an Afthma of the op- 
pofite Kind, could not live in foggy Air, and was 
obliged to remove from his own Houfe, which was 
in a low Situation, toa Friend’s Houfe fituated up- 
ona Hill, where he found himfelf better; at length 
he drank Tar-water, which recovered him fo much 
that he returned to his Dwelling quite well, and has 
continued fo for a Twelve-month patt. 


156. Mr. Cunningham, Collector of Portpatrick in 
Scotland, arrived in Dublin in Fune 1744, and then 
declared to me and feveral others his Cafe and Re- 
lief, which I had from his own Mouth, and is as 
follows. Hc had been troubled with the Gout for 
many Years, but the laft two Years he was fo mi- 
ferably affiiéted with it, that he was confined ta his 
Bed and Chamber for many Months, not being 
able to go abroad or walk at home, having fuch a 

Stiffnefs 


e2268 


TAR-WATER. 8¢ 


Stiffnefs in his Knees after the Fits were over, that 
he had not the Ufe of his Limbs ; but in May 
1743, he was advifed by Mr. Makenny a Surgeon, to 
drinkTar-water, which he did for four or five Months, 
the firft Effect was, that in a little Time he was 
freed from a Difficulty of breathing he laboured 
under, and finding his Limbs grew eafier and 
ftronger by Degrees, he drank the Water till Win- 
ter following, by means whereof he recovered the 
Strength of his Limbs fo much, that in the Spring 
following he had the full Ufe of them. Whereas 
for feveral Years before, he never failed to have a Fit 
in the Beginning of Winter, and another in Spring ; 
fince that Time he has had no Symptom of the 
Gout ; and he told me that he could then mount the 
higheft Horfe in Ireland with Eafe, and could 
walk as well as ever he did, and was refolved to 
drink Tar-water three Months in every Year of his 
Life. 

157. Mr. Fobn Milton, Confectioner in Caple- 
Street, Dublin, gave me in November 1745, the fol- 
lowing Account of the Benefit he received by Tar- 
water, He was afflicted with the Gout ever fince 
he was fixteen Years old, frequently attended with 
very violent Pains, fometimes he was laid up three 
or four times in a Year, and laft Spring was laid 
up for eight Weeks ; and it left fuch a Weaknefs 
after it, that he was hardly able tocrawl for a long 
Time, till he had recourfe to Tar-water, to which 
he was advifed by one who received Benefit by 
it. He began to drink it in Fuly 1745, and continu- 
ed the Ufe of it to the middle of November follow- 
ing, taking a Pint each Day, half a Pint in the 
Morning, and the fame at Night; which has fully 
reftored him to the Ufe and Strength of his Limbs, 
and removed all his other Complaints: He has 
got a good Appetite and Digeftion, which he had 
not for many Years before, and tho’ he ufed to be 

G 3 laid 
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Jaid up at this Seafon of the Year, yet he has not 
the leaft Symptom of the Gout, and is as ftrong, 
and can walk as well as ever he did. He had alfo 
great Pains and Swellings in his Bowels, and Hard- 
nefs in his Belly, which were quite carried off in a 
Week or tcn Days Time by drinking Tar-water 
only. 

158. Mr. Cavanaugh, Hatter, at the Raven in 
Skinner-row, Dublin, was \ong afflicted with Rheu- 
matick Pain, great Swellings and Stiffnefs in his 
Loyns, Thighs and Knees, infomuch that he could 
not walk abroad, or ftir at home without Difficulty 
and Pain; to remove which Ailments, he tryed 
every Thing that was prefcribed by Phyficians and 
Surgeons, but to no Effect. In Summer 1744, 
when Tar-water began to be in Vogue, he drank 
near a Pint a Day for fix Week, without any fen- 
fible Benefit as to the Weaknefs and Pains in his 
Limbs, but got much better Appetite and Spirits. 
However he ftill perfifted in drinking the Water, 
and in three Months Time he found his Swellings 
abate, his Limbs grow ftronger every Day, and in 
a few Months after all the Swellings, Stiffnels, 
Hardnefs and Pains in his Limbs went off, and he 
recovered the Ufe of them; and continuing ftill to 
drink Tar-water, he can walk without Difficulty or 
Pain, and is in great Spirits. This Account I had 
from himfelf in Fuly 1745, and now in December 
1745, he continues perfeétly well. 

159. Mrs. Duggan, Midwife, living at the Cra- 
dle in Great Britain ftreet, Dublin, gaveme the 
following Account of her Cafe, That the had been 
long troubled with a violent inveterate Scurvy, at- 
tended with a great Oppreffion in her Cheft and 
Heart, and Difficulty of breathing, that fhe had 
loft all Appetite, and was in a miferable Way, that 
fhe took many Things for her Relief to no manner 


of Advantage, that at laft fhe had Recourfe to Tar- 
water, 
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water, which fhe took at the Rate of half a Pint a 
Day every Morning, and before fhe drank three 
Gallons, all the fcorbutick Heat and grofs Humours 
were driven out on the Surface of her Body, and 
continuing ftill to drink it, all the aforefaid Symp- 
toms went off, fhe breaths freely without the leaft 
Oppreffion, recovered her Appetite, and fhe never 
knew herfelf in better Health or Spirits, and refolves 
never to be without Tar-water, finding it always 
relieves her when fhe catches Cold, or is out of 
Order. 


160. A Letter from Mr. James Hanning, of 
Cloyne in the County of Cork, to Thomas Prior, 
E/q; 

My Daughter, Mary Hanning, about eleven 
Years old, was laft May taken ill of a Fever, after 
which, fhe came by Degrees to be entirely deprived 
of the Ufe of her Tongue and Limbs, being una- 
ble to fpeak, ftand, or put her Hand to her Mouth, 
and all her Joints fhaking with the Palfy. She 
took Medicines prefcribed by a Phyfician, and was 
often exercifed in open Air, while the Weather 
permitted, but all to no Purpofe. Whereupon we 
put her into a Courfe of Tar-water about the be- 
ginning of November laft, and fhe has ever fince 
drank a Quart a Day, which in five Weeks has fo 
far recovered her, that fhe can fpeak and read plain, 
feed herfelf, ftand and walk without Help, and 
even go up and down Stairs, to the Amazement 
of all thofe, who had feen her lately carried about 
dumb and helplefs like an Infant. She has taken 
no other Medicine fince fhe began to drink Tar- 
water, nor had fhe the Benefit of Air and Exercife 
from that Time, the Weather not permitting. 
One of her Arms continues fomewhat weak, and 
fhe hasa Weaknefs too in one of her Legs, but as 
fhe daily grows better, I hope Tar-water, with Gop’s 
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Bleffing, will perfect her Cure. December 17, 1745. 
James Hanning. 


161. 4 Letter from a Gentleman of Charatter and 
Credit, giving a particular Detail of an extraordi- 
nary Fever cured by Tar-water, dated December 
20, 1745. 

A Youth about fifteen Years of Age, being 
feized with a Fever in April 1745, an old French 
Woman of the Family, who was appointed to at- 
tend him, with Direétions to give himTar-water (the 
only Medicine prefcribed) about a Pint every Hour, 
gave him a much fmaller Quantity, and indulging 
his Appetite, fed him fecretly, five Days together, 
with Roaft Beef, feafoned Pye, Cheefe, Ale, and 
fuch like Diet inftead of Water-gruel, which alone 
had been ordered. 

162. This unnatural Diet terribly inflamed his 
Fever, and produced fuch an entire Proftration of 
Appetite, that for thirteen Days together, he took 
no Nourifhment of any Kind but Tar-water, 
whereof he drank about a Gallon every Day, which 
made him fleep at Night and kept up his Spirits by 
Day in a furprizing Manner. Having fo long faft- 
ed, he at length took a litte Nap/es-Bifcuit, with 
two or three Spoonfuls of Sack and Water, which 
increafed his Fever and difordered his Head, but 
he was foon quieted by Tar-water. While he re- 
gularly took this wholefome Draught he flept found 
every Night. But one Day being difgufted at the 
Tar-water, it was judged proper to change it for 
Sage and Baulm ‘Tea, which he drank plentifully 
though not with equal Succefs. For his Spirits 
funk, he loft his Colour and Look, ke paffed' the 
Night reftlefs and anxious: Al] which Symptoms 
were removed next Day by Tar-water. 

163. After this, his Diftemper took feveral ftrange 
and violent Turns, being fometimes attended with 

the 
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the worft Symptoms. He was at Times fpeechlefs, 
convulfed, delirious, and his Blifters would not rife. 
In the Delirium Tar-water could not be given, he 
was then bliftered, and the Blifters not rifing, he 
was brought with fome Difficulty to drink his Tar- 
water again, which had a fpeedy good Effeét, when 
nothing elfe gave him Relief. And in general, it 
was obferved, that upon neglecting to give him Tar- 
water, the feverifh Symptons of Heat, Anxiety and 
difficult Refpiration became very troublefome, be- 
ing conftantly heightened by omitting, and as con- 
ftantly allayed by returning to drink it. 

164. It were tedious to relate all the furprizing 
Changes in the Courfe of this Illnefs, which lafted 
ten Weeks. Probably fuch a Cafe was never known 
before, as it is probable, that no Fever ever hap- 
pened to be inflamed and heightened by the fame 
Caufe. For I believe no Patient was ever known 
to have been dieted in the firft Days of a Fever on 
fuch extraordinary Food, which Nature is accultom- 
ed to loath at thofe Seafons, But Tar-water gives 
an Appetite even in Fevers, ' 

165. Tar-water, during its long and obftinate 
Conflict with the Venom of the Difeafe, operated in 
divers Manners, as a cardiac, diaphoretic, fudorific, 
emetic, carminative and paregoric, feeming to adapt 
itfelf to the feveral Symptoms and Stages of his 
Malady, and for the moft Part gave hima great Flow 
of Spirits, a florid lively Look, a clean well-coloured 
Tongue, with fuch Vigour in his Voice and Eyes, as 
aftonifhed all who faw.him, and knew how long he 
had been ill, and how little Nourifhment he had 
taken. It is to be obferved, that on fome Days he 
drank greedily, even fo far as ten or twelve Quarts 
of Tar-water, calling for it with great Impatience, 
even though it wrought himasan Emetic ; whereas 
both beforeand after his IlInefs, he fhewed the greateft 
diflike and loathing of it. 

166, In 
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166, Inthe laft Stage of the Fever, his Face and 
Body fwelled, and a general Eruption appeared all 
over both, fomewhat like an Erifipelas or cohering 
Small-pox, which lafted a Week. For two or three 
Lays of this Period, he drank fparingly of Tar-water, 
perhaps not more than a Quart a Day. But during 
ali that Time, he conftantly by his own Choice, 
held his Mouth to the Spout of a Tea-pot, half 
filled with hot Tar-water, fucking the Vapour,which, 
he faid, he found very chearing and comfortable. 

167. At the Clofe of this tenth Week, he fell into 
a moft copious Sweat, and the next Day his Puftules 
were quite gone, and his Fever left him, not fpiritlefs, 
puny and pale, but as lively and hail, in appearance, 
as ever he had been known, though after an IIInefs, 
that for Length of Time, and Variety of defperate 
Symptoms, furpaffed any I remember to have heard 
of, or met with in the Hiftory of Fevers. 

168. But he did not continue in this healthy 
State; for the very fame Day, he expreffed fuch an 
earneft longing Defire to change his Bed and fhift 
his Linen, that it was thought proper to indulge 
him, and although this Step was made with the ut- 
moft Caution, yet it gave him a frefh Cold, which 
feized upon his Head, and produced a new Fever 
with a Raving or Frenzy, that continued many 
Weeks, in all which time, he could not be prevailed 
on to take one Glafs of Tar-water. But at Jength 
by a proper Ufe of Affes-milk, and Ground-ivy, 
with a careful Regimen, he was recovered fo far, as 
that he might be perfuaded to drink daily four 
Glaffes of Tar-water, which, with Gop’s Bieffing, 
reftored his Strength and completed his Recovery. 

I have here given the general Sum and Subftance 
rather than a regular and complete Diary, containing 
all the particular Circumftances of this extraordinary 
Cafe, which it had becn impoffible to recuilect at the 


Diftance of fo many Months. 
169. «tn 
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169. An Extrad of a Letter from the Honourable 
Colonel John Cuttis, of Williamfburgh in Virgi- 
nia, and one of the Council of that Province. 
Dated from Williamfburgh July 10, 1745. 

Mr. Cuftis writes, that he unfortunately gota great 
Cold, which threw him into the Chin or Hooping 
Cough, which caufed cruel Fevers ; that when the 
Cough was gone, he was troubled with a prodigious 
Spitting ; that he took great Dofes of Elixir Vitriol 
to allay his intenfe Thirft in his burning Fever, 
which fo relaxed his falival Glands, that he feared 
they would never come to their due Tone again, nor 
perform their proper Offices; they are the Sluices 
that caft off the vitiated Lympha: That he had ftu- 
died and read Phyfick more than forty Years, that he 
had the Opinion of Dottor Brown, of Maryland, 
deemed the greateft Phyfician in America, that the 
Seat of his Diftemper lay in his falivary Glands, and 
that it was dangcrous to ftop the Spitting, which he 
well knew by woful Experience, having ftopt it by 
taking an Ounce of Diacodium going to Bed, which 
flung him into Fevers, Faintings, and many other 
Diforders, fo that he was obliged to procure the Spit- 
ting again; he was once fo reduced, that he could 
not get up when down, nor was able to put on his 
Cloaths, and had no Appetite to any Sort of Food. 
But, to ufe his own Words, he writes, that reading 
one Day in the Magazine, 1 found the Virtues of 
Tar-water, which I verily believe faved my Life, I 
had not taken it a Week, before I began to havean 
Appetite to Victuals, and continued taking it three 
Months, Night and Morning, which miraculoufly 
reftored me; fo that I can now eat heartily any 
Thing my Palate has a mind to, tho’ I cannot tafte 
any Thing, but what is falr, fweet, or four, and I 
blefs Gop, Iam much mended. But my Spitting 
continues with a great Difcharge, but eating fupports 

that 
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that Difcharge, and I refolve to take nothing that 
may leffen my Stomach, the Saliva not performing 
its due Office, keeps my Palate and Throat always 
hot and dry, tho’ I have not any Fever, which the 
Doctors tell me I muft bear ; but I hope Time and 
Tar-water will entirely free me from that Unea- 
finefs. 

This Letter was fent from Virginia, to Mr. Peter 
Collinfon of Grace-church-ftreet, London, who was 
pleafed to tranfmit the fame hither, giving this Rea- 
fon for doing fo, That he was perfuaded, that the 
reading fome Parts of this Letter would not be dif- 
agreeable to the good Bifhop to find that his laud- 
able Endeavours to benefit Mankind, are attended 
with fuch great Succefs, and perhaps not more re- 
markably fo, than in the uncommon Cafe of the 
faid Colonel Cu/tis. 

170. The Reverend Mr. Syon Hill, Chaplain to 
the Work-houfe in Dudiiz, having had great Op- 
portunities of trying and knowing the Effects of 
Tar-water, both in the faid Houfe, and all over the 
City, where he had difperfed above a thoufand Gal- 
lons of the Water to thofe who had occafion to call 
upon kim for it, and having fet down in writing the 
Particulars thereof, as the Faéts came to his Know- 
ledge, he has been pleafed to communicate the fame 
to me in the following Narrative, entitled, 


A foort Account of fome remarkable Cafes, with their 
Succefs, by Gov’s Blefing, on Tar-water. 


171. In April 1744, after reading the Treatife on 
Tar-water, Curiofity as well as Humanity, prompted 
me to make tryal of the Effeéts of the Water, and if 
I fhould find it anfwer the Character given of it in 
Siris, to make ufé of it on feveral Occafions that 
offered ; having it greatly in my Power, as Chaplain 
to the Work-houfe, to make Experiments on = great 
many Subjects, who, fince I came there, were long 

troubled 
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troubled with cutaneous, fcrophulous, and chronical 
Diforders. ‘ 

172. For this End, I picked out of the many in 
the Work-houfe, four of the moft afflicted, towhom, 
for four Days, Iadminiftered Tar-water : And indeed 
the Succefs fo furprized me, that being at that Time, 
feverely attacked with an Hoarfenefs, and fore 
Throat, I ventured to take it alfo; and with fome 
Pain (my Throat being inflamed) I got down about 
the Quantity of a Naggin; after which, J felt no 
Pain in that Part, but could {wallow without the 
leaft Difficulty. From this welcome and aftonifhing 
Experiment, I naturally conceived future joyful 
Hopes of this powerful Medicine ; accordingly, I 
took it for three Days after, twice each Day with 
Pleafure ; which fo wrought me the third Day, I 
was not able to fit, by Reafon of the Acrimony of 
the Difcharge. Notwithftanding, I ftuck to my 
Medicine, and the fourth Day, I perceived myfelf 
much better without any Manner of Complaint ; 
and, I thank Gop, have continued fo ever fince; 
whereas, before I took Tar-water, I was fubjeét to a 
Head-ach, Cramps, Pains in feveral Parts, more 
efpecially in the Kidneys, very acute from any Wheel- 
carriage; I was tormented alfo with an Heart-burn- 
ing, all which Diforders, I now affure you are perfectly 
vanifhed, and I am reftored, bleffed be Gop, as it 
were, to a new Life, having a keen Appetite, good 

‘Digeftion, Spirits fufficient to bear me through all 
Fatigues, with found and eafy Sleep, tho’ now on 
the Borders of Sixty, 

173. The great Benefit I received from Tar-water, 
induced me for the general Good, to make it for 
other poor People; who had it fince laft April 
1744, and fhall always have it Gratis, while I make 
it, to whom I have diftributed, with others, above a 
thoufand Gallons, without any Complaint yet, but 
with great Acknowledgments, as by the Sequel will 


appear. 


e235 


94 The Effects of 


appear. Having difpatched my own Cafe, I beg 
Leave to Jay before you thofe others, with their Suc- 
cefs, which I durft not do till Ofoder was paft, be- 
caufe fome predicted frightful Confequences at that 
Time to al] fuch, who ventured on this Medicine. 
But now May 1745, being paft, and ftill no bad 
Symptoms appearing on thofe Adventurers, I look 
now on this Prediction as a Brutus: Fulmen. 

174. I have now been eight Years Chaplain to 
the City Work-houfe, in all which Time the Chil- 
dren of that Houfe, have been forely afflicted with 
an inflammatory Itch, or Scurvy, of which we could 
never get them entirely cured. This I have often 
complained of to the proper Officer, who once 
affured me, all the Druggs in the Apothecary’s Shop 
would not cure them; nay more, that it was not in 
his Power to cleanfe them, whilft the Children were 
continued on an Oat-meal Diet: On this frank and 
helplefs Confeffion, I imagined I might without 
Offence, try Tar-water on thofe poor Incurables, as 
well for their Relief, as the Good of others; ac- 
cordingly, I did fo, and really I obferved the joyful 
Succefs exceeded my Expectations : For above a hun- 
dred Children varioufly affected, were for the moft 
Part comfortably relieved in one Month’s Time, at 
my own Expence; each Day adminiftering eight 
Gallons, often with my own Hands, with three 
Pounds of Liquorice-ball, cut into little Bits given 
to the Children, to render the Water agreeable. 

175. At this Time, there was a Girl about nine 
Years old in the Work-houfe, by Name, Mary Mac 
Culla, confined to her Bed for fome Time, with a 
moft violent Scurvy ; fhe had little or no Appetite, 
full of Pain, becaufe flay’d in feveral Parts by re- 

ted Rubbings of Brimftone; at laft the Girl fell 
into a moft languifhing Way, taking neither fuffi- 
cient Food, nor Reft to fupport Nature, every Day 


declining, fo look’d on by all who came to fee her, 
as 
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as paft all Hope. Neverthelefs, by taking Tar- 
water a Week, the Girl recovered wonderfully ; and 
by continuing the Ufe of the Water her Sores foon 
dried and {caled off, and fhe looked as one out of the 
Small-pox, but her Appetite returning, fhe revived 
immediately, and is at this Day, Maythe 6th, 1745, 
one of the ftrongeft Children in our Houfe, reads 
well, and is worth all my Expence and Trouble. 

176, The next Subject was Fobn Hall, about nine 
Years old, who in April 1744, could neither fleep, 
nor eat what was fufficient to keep the Child alive, 
as his Mother informed me, ftill moaning, and com- 
plaining of his Belly, which was greatly {welled, and 
in all human Probability, would foon have died, had 
the Child not been relieved feafonably by Tar- 
water, which caufed the Child to voida large Quan- 
tity of Worms, fince which Difcharge, is well, and 
I hear of no Complaints as formerly: This Child’s 
Mother, Mary Hall, then a Nurfe in the Work- 
houfe, being called on by the Governors for her fo- 
lemn Teftimony in this Matter, fwore, that her 
Son, foon after taking Tar-water, voided a Chamber- 
pot full of Worms, fome of which, fhe obferved to 
be alive; and further fwore, that fhe herfelf was 
relieved from a violent Pain in her Side and Stomach, 
by a wonderful Difcharge both Ways, caufed by two 
Quarts of Tar-water taken in four Days, and from no 
Appetite before, fhe then, May the 1oth, 1744,¢en- 
jJoyed a very good one. 

177. The next was James Ellis, now in the Work- 
houfe, a Lad of above thirteen Years old, whofe 
Hands for a long Time were in a manner ufelefS by 
a running Evil, but are now perfectly cured by this 
Medicine. Nay, there is another Boy in the fame 
Houfe, by Name, George Dorton, whofe Glands 
beneath the Chin, were greatly {welled and inflamed, 
ever oozing forth putrid Maticr, moving a Naufea in 
all Beholders, This Boy took Tar-water one Month 

2 only, 
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‘only,-which=greatly dried up his Sores, and is now 
every well. 

” 178. A fimilar Cafe like this is that of a young 
Woman, named Mary-Ann Empty, in the Parith of 
Glandorkin, about four Miles from Dublin, who was 
of late frightfully affiéted with an Evil in many 
Parts, efpecially her Face; fhe was fome Time ago 
recommended tome by her Parifh Minifter, and is 
greatly relieved, of which I am an Eye-witnefs: Her 
Mother gave me the following Account of her Cure: 
That by drinking Tar-water, her Daughter’s Ulcers 
dried up, which fo affected her Face and Jaws, that 
She cold neither eat nor {wallow, but the Ulcers in 
the Girl’s Face burft as fhe flept, making a large 
Difcharge. The Mother overjoyed at her Daugh- 
ter’s unexpected Relief, was curious to examine the 
Filth which lately tormented her Daughter, and fhe 
affured me, fhe found in the Filth that was dif- 

charged, a flat Bone about an Inch long, not quite 
fo broad, both black and jagged: This I fuppofe 
ftopt the Vent of the Ulcers in the Face, becaufe, 

‘when removed, the Difcharges for fome Time were 
very Jarge, after which the Maid grew well, and is 
very little disfigured, and by continuing to drink 
Tar-water, the Girl isnow, in December 1745, per- 
feétly cured of the Evil. 

179. Another Cure like this was performed on a 
Lad, Son to a Servant of Alderman Kane, This Lad 
received a Contufion in one of his Hands; the Cure 
not perfected, the Sore broke-out again on the Back 
of the fame Hand; moreover, another Ulcer broke 
out at the fame Time in the Lad’s Heel, both Ulcers 
fubmitted to this Medicine, tho’ fora long Time 
obftinate, and before the Lad took Tar-water thought 
incurable. 

180. Aun Maddin, Sifter to a Woman who nurfes 
for Mr. Putland, had a very fore Hand fo fwelled 
and inflamed, that the Surgeons believed it ponies, 

an 
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and fo doomed it to be cut off 3 yet the Doétor that 
attended, as I am informed, advifed before raking 
this laft Extremity, to try Tar-water, which we did 4 
and when I viewed the young Woman’s Hand fome 
Time ago, it looked kindly from a_fhapelefs black 
Lump; and I am informed by a Relation of the 
young Woman, that fhe is in a manner well, having 
no Pain in that Part, and can ule it like the other 
Hand, ; 

181. Peter Evard; Stocking-weaver, to be heard 
of at the Ship, in Old Corn-market, was fo ulcerated 
all over his Body, and in many Parts eat away with 
the Scurvy, that he could not work: Tho’ all Me- 
thods were uled by the Infirmary feveral Months, 
but in vain; fo reckoned amongft the Ineurables y 
on this he took this Medicine, and immediately re- 
covered, now follows hisTrade; and comfortably pro- 
vides for himtelf and others. His Mother, an aged 
Woman, long afflicted with an Afthma, took with 

er Son part of his Medicine; wliichi relieved her of 
her Afthma, tho’ an old Difotder. 

~ 482, A Gentleman’ bred an Apothecary, (and 
therefore will not mention his Name,) came one 
Evening into out Hall ina very melancholy Way 
with an inflamed fore Throat; he faid he could not 
{wallow his Spittle; and that he had a great Lump in 
his Throat, which he muft get launced, immediately, 
or it would choak him; with much a-do, I prevailed 
onthe young Man to take a little Tar-water, which 
relieved him immedtacely, and he felt no more of his 
frightful Lump, but continues both eafy and well. 
From this and many other Enftances, I find nothing 
ever relieved a fore Throat fo foon and fo effcétual- 
Jy as this Medicine. 

183. Mrs. Catharine Williams, who fells Earth- 
en-ware near the End of Dirty-lane, Thomas frreet, 
had one of her Legs fo Jong ulcerated, that it was 


doomed to be cut off, after great Expence and moft 
H acute 
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acute Pain; yet that very Leg was reftored to Eafe 
and perfect Soundnefs by this powerful Medicine 
ip a fhort Time without any external Application. 

184. Mary Philips, now in the Work-houfe, 
for a long Time had loft in a manner, the Ufe of 
a Leg, with 2 conftant Numbnefs or Tingling, as 
if it were aflecp; fhe could not walk on it but with 
Difficulty, but if fhe ftirred quick ever fo little, the 
then felt moft acute Pain, and in frofty Weather, 
would often be forced to fit up in Bed many an 
Hour by Night, moaning and rubbing it; but by 
Tar-water that Numbnefs is entirely gone, and tho- 
fhe walks ever fo quick or long, fhe feels no man- 
ner of Pain in that Part, the fure Confequence (be- 
fore Tar-water) of fuch Motion. 

185. A Son of Mr, B——y, Iron-monger, in 
Thomas-ftreet, was infected with a dry Scurf in the 
Scarf-fkin, for fome Time, much like a Leprofy ; 
no Expence, no Advice, was either with-held, or 
wanting, yet the Youth found no Relief: On this 
the tender Mother afked the Doétor, if fhe might 
venture to give the Child Tar-water, fo much in 
vogue about that Time; ‘* Ay, ay,” fays the Doc- 
for, * if you have a Mind to kill your Son;” to 
demonftrate which, he gave this Reafon, ** what 
«© Nature kindly throws out,’” fays he, * you will 
** certainly cork up by the fearing Quality of Tar- 
« water, and fo your Son mult inevitably perifh ;” 
neverthelefs, Far-water was ventured upon, with the 
utmoft Dread ; but behold ina fhort Time the Lad 
became perfectly clean and healthy, and {till conti- 
nues fo. Of this Iam both an Eye and Ear-witnefs, 
becaufe the Lady and the Lad paid me a Vifit, and 
acknowledged thankfully this great Bleffing, and re- 
lated the above Story. 

186. Robert Scot, Tape-weaver, to be heard of 
at Paul Fobnfton’s in Fames’s-ftreet, was cured fud- 
denly by this powerful Medicine, of an ‘old Ulcer 

in 
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in the Thigh, and relieved from a confumptive 
Cough, which fo weakened the poor Man, that he 
was not able to work ; but now looks brifk, and 
gets his Bread comfortably, and to ufe his owr 
Words, he makes his Paws maintain his Jaws. 

187 Mrs. Bermingham, then living at Mrs. 
Becks in Fames’s-ftreet, labouring for many Years 
under an acute Pain in her Side; fuppofed to be an 
Impofthume, by this Medicine was fuddenly reliev- 
ed by a Difcharge of an incredible Quantity of 
Filth and Matter upwards; fince which Time, the 
Woman, tho’ much in Years, enjoys the Comforts 
of Life, being now both vigorous and eafy. 

188. Elizabeth Wood, ac Mr. Mac Guires, the 
Corner of Meath-ftreet, was relieved by Tar-water 
from an old Afthma and Dropfy, with both which 
the poor Woman feemed every Moment to be ready 
to expire; both het Ailments are cured by this Wa- 
ter, and fhe now thinks of living as long as any of 
her Neighbours, being both hearty and ftrong. 

189. William Billingfly, formerly of the Work- 
houfe, now living on Crooked-ftaff, was troubled 
with Swellings and violent Pains in both his Legs 
and Feet, which fuffered him neither to work, not 
walk ; but after taking this Medicine only one 
Month, all his Diforders vanifhed, he grew fo {trong 
and hearty, that he wove in the Work-houfe four 
Yards of Check-linen cach Day; I fpoke to him 
February 7, 1744; at which Time he was very 
well. 

190. Fobn Rofe, now iti thé Work: houfe, wasa 
long Time bed-rid, with Cramps all over him, 
from whence the Pain was fo acute and conftant, 
that his piteous Moans both Night and Day, dif- 
turbed all about him ; but by taking Tar-water one 
Month, his Diforder vanifhed, as it were, without 
the leaft Return fince May 1744, and now enjoys 
his Limbs, tho’ not able = ftir one Foot before. 

a 18k, 
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191. Robert Turnbowl, a Boy of the fame Houfe, 
was brought on a Boy’s Back, and laid down at my 
Chamber-door, not being-able to ftir one Step, yet 
by ufing this powerful Medicine one Month, reco- 
vered his Legs, and now’ goes tolerably. 

192. Jobn Werburghs, of the fame Family, was 
frightfully affli€ted with an Inflammation in his 
Head, his Eye-lids were fo {welled, that the Boy 
was léd to my Apartment, being as dark as one 
Stone-btind, and there fupplicated very folemnly and 
fervently for Tar-water ; he obtained his Requeft, 
tho’ I was then doubtful of Succefs; yet on taking, 
this Medicine three Days, the Inflammation fo cool- 
ed, that the Boy’s Eyes were perfectly reftored ; how- 
ever, his Forehead, Chin, and the Back of his Head, 
were covered with a large and ftrange Eryfipelas ; 
all which in three Days Time fcaled off, the whole 
Inflammation cooled, and the Boy continues very 
well, and free from that Diforder now upwards of 
twelve Months. 

193. Richard Keeves, of this Family, had two 
bleeding Ulccrs in his Thigh, which did not per- 
mit him to fleep, work or walk, both which were 
cured in a fhort Time by this Medicine withoutany 
outward Application. 

194. There is a Gentlewoman on 4rbour-bill, 
who fuffered a great deal a long Time by an Ulcer 
in her Leg, and after many coftly Experiments, and 
painful ones too, was injoined Patience, as being in- 
curable. Then, as her laft Shift, the fell to Tar- 
water, by which fhe is fo well recovered, that fhe 
is now able to go to Church, to return Thanks for 
fo great a Blefiing; nay, walks without Pain or Dit- 
ficulty any where, tho’ before, fhe could not ftir a 
Foot without both, 

195. Lhere is an Officer in the Barracks, who 
for a long Time felt, after walking a little Way, a 
gricvous Pain in the Back-finews of his Legs, but 

on 
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on drinking Tar-water, all Complaints there are 
perfeGy vanifhed, tho” he walks ever fo much and 
feft, having made the Experiment ; and this I had 
from his own Mouth. 

196. Matthew Lynch, an old Man, feventy Years 
at leaft, now living at Mr. Floyde’s in Kilmainbam, 
was lately afthmatick to a great Degree, and fo af- 
flicted with the Piles, that he was always fcared to 
Death, whenever he had a Call that Way, the Pain 
was fo great; but now by the powerful Help of this 
Medicine, he can do every natural Office with Eafe, 
and is not only relieved from all his old Diforders, 
but feems to have regained new Life and Vigour. 

197. The prefent Reader in Chrift Church, was 
attacked with an Hoarfenéfs a confiderable Time, 
and affured me he was frightened at its Continu- 
ance, but is now fo cleared up by Tar-water, that 
he¢ is able now to fing, O be joyful. 

198. Mr. Fobn Purcell, Son to the prefent Trea- 
furer of the Work-houfe, feemed for'fome Time to 
be in a decling Way, from a confumptive Cough 
and frequent Stitches; but by taking this Reftora- 
tive, he revives daily, and no Wonder, for from 
Time to Time, the I.ad voided feveral large Worms, 
accidentally difcovercd, and many probably we 
know nothing of, 

199. Fane Hamilton, now in the Work-houf, 
Dublin; being grievoufly afflicted witha fcald Head, 
for which fhe was four Years under Cure in Mer- 
cer’s Hofpital, but without Efcét, was after adinit- 
ted intothe Work-houfe, where for feveral Years all 
Methods of Cure were purfued, but to as little Pur- 
pofe : On which Account, fhe was fent to me as an 
obftinate Cafe, to try what Tar-water would do. I 
accordingly took the Girl in Hand, and gave 
her nothing but Tar-water, Morning and Evening 
for a Month; then I had her Head wathed and 
rubbed twice a Day with a Spunge dipp’d in warm 
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ftrong Tar-water, made of a Quart of Tar, and 
two Quarts of boiling Water, till all the Scurf 
came off; by which Metho«, the Girl is now per- 
fetly clean, healthy and ftrong, with a thick Head 
of Hair, as if nothing had eyer ailed her, to the 
Admiration of all, who once knew her in a moft 
miferable Condition. 

200. One Mrs. Eager, now living at MuHineback, 
near New-row, Thomas-ftreet, threw up from time 
to time, fuch vaft Quantities of Blood that fhe was 
as pale as a Cchoit, and fo fecble, that fhe could 
fcarce ftand; But after taking Tar-water, the 
bloody Difcharge ceafed, and fhe improved 
daily, till now fhe is become a hearty ftrong 
Woman, 

201, Mr. William Dickifon, oppolite Fames's 
Church, was for fome Time very Deaf; he took 
Tar-water, on which his Chin broke out, after 
which he could hear as well as ever, and continues 
to da fo, though upwards of two Years ago. 

There are a great many more Cafes, very afto- 
nifhing for their SuccefS, which I muft pafs by in 
Silence, not being permitted for fome Reafcns to 
mention the Names of the Parties concerned ; yet 
there is one fo remarkably true and aftonifing, 
that I cannot omit it, without Detriment to the 
Publick: On which Account, I hope the Perfons 
concernéd will take no Offence, fince defigned only 
for the Benefit of others, 


A moft remarkable Cafe. 


202, The third of November laft, a Surgeon of 
this City paid me a Vifit, in order, (as he faid) to 
thank me for a moit wonderful Cure performed b 
my Tar-water: This made me curious to know the 
Cafe, he affured me, a Perfon in this Town had 
Jaboured for fome Time under the foul Diforder, 


which had fo infeéted the whole Mafs, that Part ct 
the 
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the unhappy Creature’s Nofe was loft, before he 
was called in; fo that the Infection by that Time 
was fpread from Top to Toe; for in one of 
the Calves of the poor Creature’s Leg, he could 
thruft his Fift, and the whole Back was as bare as 
a cafed Rabbet; as alfo the Head and Glands were 
fo inflamed, he often fpent two Hours about this 
one Subject; but fays he, to fhorten my Story, 
having fome Time tried in vain all Methods in 
Praétice for fuch a Diforder, I then gave my Patient 
your Tar-water; the fenfible and fudden Effects of 
which, aftonifhed me; all the Ulcers appearing 
more cool and kindly ; I then began (continues he) 
to conceive fome Hope of my Patient, though be- 
fore in good Truth, J had none at all. Atcer my 
Patient had taken 2 Gallon of your Tar-water, as 
I came in one Morning, I found my Patient full 
of Complaints, feemingly very fretful, and uncafy; 
on afking the Caufe, my Patient protefted very 
folemnly, never to touch one Drop more of Tar- 
water, becaufe the laft Night’s Operation caufed 
by Tar-water, was fo violentand fearching ; I ftrove 
to get the better of this rath Diflike, by fhewing 
plainly the true Reafon and future Benefit of this 
{trong Operation, but to no Purpofe; fo Tar-water 
was omitted forty-eight Hours, at the End of which 
Time, all the Sores and Ulcers became once more 
putrid, and inflamed very fenfibly, plainly demon- 
itrating an abfolute Neceffity of returning to out 
old Medicine; after fome Struggle with my Patient’s 
obftinate Prejudice, we did fo, and now I am able 
to affure you, Sir, fays the Surgeon, my Patient 
is perfectly recovered, the Nofe excepted ; and this 
whole Cure, as ftrange as it is, was accomplifhed by 
your Tar-water, and no other Medicine; now, Sir, 
continues he, I muft confefs, that a Principle of 
Gratitude is not the only Motive of this Vifit and 


frank Confefijon, but alfo to intreat you, to inform 
Ha Me 
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me of your Sort of-Tar, and how you:make your - 
Water: Which I imagine, fays he,-will be of great- 
Service to the moft wretched of Mankind: Acs: 
cordingly I- informed him of the Sort of .Norway 
Tar I made yfe of, and how I prepared.-the 
Water. 

_203. A Gentleman now lodging on Arbour-hill, 
was fo affli€ted with inward Pains, and ernaciated 
to fucii a Degree, that he was obliged to part with 
an honourable and profitable Commiffion, when 
commanded lately abroad, When all other Medi- 
cines and Advice failed, he drznk for fome time 
Tar-water of his own making, which he affured 
me had almoft poifoned him, without any manner 
of Eale or Rehef. On this Difappointment, by 
Advice of a Friend, he fent to me tor fome of my 
Tar-water: Qn taking which for fome time, his 
Pains immediately vanifhed, and never returned, 
though upwards of four Months, he {till continuing 
the Ufe of the Water. Moreover the Night paffes 
now infenfibly, whereas before he drank my Tar- 
water, he generally reckoned by the Clock every 
Hour of the Night, from which comfortable Com- 
pofure, his natural Appetite returned, and he is 
now become an hail brifk ftrong Man. 

204. Mrs. Dickfon, now living at Mrs. Ford’s at 
* Sfland- bridge, laboured a long time under a Com- 
plication of Diforders, but more efpeciaily, a fre- 
quent Colic, and inveterate Scurvy, which affected 
her whole Body, and her Face particularly, which 
are now all cyred by this Medicine only. 

205. Mifs Martha Dovwers, liying oppofite to 
the Cock and Bowl in Plunket-ffreet, was long 
afflicted with an inveterate Scurvy over her whole 
Body, and fcr Years continued incurable, tho’vall 
‘Methods were tryed, that the young Woman.could 
either purchafe or think of; at lalt fhe took Tar- 
water, which effectually cured her ; of which fam 

an 
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an Eye-witnefs, being wich me at the Work-houfe 
the 26th of November 1745, to acknowledge. the 
Bleffing fhe received, and to return Thanks, -not 
having the leaft Speck or Spot, and looking healthy 
and well, 

206. Mr. Williaxs Fofter, Brother to Mr. Foffer, 
Brewer in Fames’s-freet,. Dublin, came to Town 
the Beginning of November 1745, forely afflicted 
with a Swelling in both his Legs, together with a 
fevere Cough, for which he took but one Gallon of 
Tar-water, and this Day Nevember 26, I am af- 
fured by his Nephew, that the Swelling is gone, 
and alfo the Cough, and he who feemed to be ina 
languifhing Condition when he came to Town late- 
ly, revives daily, and feems to be reftored to a new 
State of Health. 

207. Meffieurs Maffy and Boycher, of the County 
of Limerick, from long Confinement, and other 
Misfortunes, contracted fuch ill. Habits of Bady, 
that their Phyficians gave Teftimony that they could 
not live, if confined in the Place where they were, 
fo were brought into my Neighbourhood to preferve 
their Lives: By which happy Accident,- hearing of 
Tar-water, they immediately fent for fome, which 
they drank, and were reftored furprizingly in -a 
fhort time, after every other Method preferived by 
the beft Phyficians had failed. Vhe 5th of this 
Jnftant Noyember 1745, I ipoke to them. both, 
and they affured me, that they -have. been well 
ever fince they took Tar-water, now upwards .of 
fix Months. 

208, A Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance, was 
attacked September Jat 1745, witha fevere Ague-fit, 
about three in the Morning, which fhook her -up- 
wards of two Hours. On this I gave her about a 
Naggin of Tar-water, which compofed her immedi~ 
ately, and fhe took a refrefhing Nap for fome time; 
st Nine the fame Morning preparing to rife, the 

could 
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couid not ftir her left Leg, being very ftiff and fore, 
and greatly fwelled and inflamed. On this a Sur- 
geon was called in, who affured it was a moft vio- 
lent Diforder, nor could he forefee the Confequence ; 
being thus alarmed, fhe kept her Bed for fome 
time, and ftuped her Leg with Spirits of Wine, but 
took no Medicine inwardly but Tar-water, by 
which Means, fhe had no other Ague-fit, and her 
Leg is now neither fwelled nor inflamed, but in all 
Appearance, and by its ealy natural Ufe, as well 
and as found as the other. 


209. 4 moft remarkable Cure of a Gentleman’s 
Daughter about nine Years old, lately in the 
Small-pox. 

Mifs Hannab Hartnell, now living at Mrs. Green's 
in Ransford-frreet, the 6th of November 1745, fell 
ill of the Small-pox, her Parents having, from read- 
ing Siris, a good Opinion of Tar-water, were will- 
ing to make ufe of it; accordingly I ordered the 

uantity of a Naggin of Tar-water to be given 
to the Child warm every fixth Hour; the Child 
took it, and it fat well on her Stomach, till the 
third Day, but then fhe threw it up in a fhort 

Time after it was down with a Load of Filth and 

Phlegm ; by which Means all Oppreffion and Pain 

in the Child’s Stomach ceafed, of which fhe conti- 

nually complained before, Moreover, on that Day, 

(viz. the third) fhe hada violent Lax, which conti- 

nued about twenty Hours, ftill fhe took her Tar-wa- 

ter as before, but obferving the threw up all or moft 
of it, I then ordered a third of warm Water to be 
mixt with it, to make it weaker, which caufed it ta 
fit, for fhe never threw it up after, nay was not fo 
much as fick, or made the leaft Complaint, until 
Monday the 17th of November, being the 13th 
Day ; at which Time, when I payed my Vifit in the 


Morning, ! found the Child in a moft hopelefs Way 
| the 
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the Difcharge at her Nofe and Eyes was ftopr, 
which before that time was very large (the Diforder 
on the Child’s Face being confiuent, and never filled, 
the Pus difcharging itfelf that way) the Small-pox 
on her Hands appeared black or livid; the Child 
grew cold, with little or no Pulfe, together with an 
hard Hoarfenefs, and a continual Cough. Thots 
deadly Symptoms and fudden Alteration aftonifh- 
ed me greatly, having left the Child the Evening 
before in a very promifing Way. I then ftrictly 
examined how this frightful Alteration happened, 
and found, that by Accident, Water was fpilt in the 
Child’s Bed, out of which fhe was taken, tho’ in a 
cold frofty Day, and continued fo for fome confider- 
able Time, becaufe fhe was not put into Bed tillall 
the wet Things were dried and adjufted. From thac 
Inftant, all our former Hopes of the Child’s Reco- 
very vanifhed, and as for my Part, I did not ima- 
gine fhe could ftruggle twelve Kicurs, from the Ob- 
{tructions in both Head and Throat, which appear- 
ed moft ftubborn and obftinate, the Child being 
able neither to fpeak, fwallow, or breathe freely : 
However, tho’ my Hope was indeed bur very [mall, 
immediately I warm’da Naggin of Tar-water, with- 
out any Mixture, and obliged the poor Child with 
fome Difficulty to fip it, little by Jittle, titi in fome 
confiderable Time, fhe got all down, and ir ftaid 
with her. On this I ordered fome healthy careful 
Perfon to be put into Bed, and to take the Child in- 
to their Arms, to infufe Heat if poflible. The ten- 
der Mother readily obeyed, in fome time the Child 
grew warm and cafy, fell into a fine Sweat, and flept 
for about two Hours, after which, the former Dif 
charge from both Nofe and Eyes burft forth a-new, 
and appeared as large, if not larger for fome time 
than ever; which greatly promoted the Child’s 
fpeedy Recovery from this moft imminent Danger. 
Reing now up and well, with a keen Appetite, good 

ia ? ‘* Digeftion, 
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Digeftion, and what is moftaftonifhing in the whole 
Procefs, for the Space of twenty-one Days, fhe was 
not once fick, or made the leaft Complaint, the 3d 
and 13th Days excepted. Now I beg Leave to 
affure the Publick, that this Child took no manner 
of Medicine, but only Tar-water, not one Drop of 
Sack or Sack-whey, her common Drink was two- 
milk Whey, or boiled Milk and Water, of which 
fhe took plentifully, and always warm: By a Blef- 
fing on which Method, fhe is now livelier and hear- 
tier than before fhe Jay down, being only the 23d 
Day, this 28th of November 1745. 

210. Mr. William Charleton, in November 1745, 
was attacked with a violent Fever, of which he 
feem’d to get the better, but relapfed immediately, 
under which he languifhed for fome Time, and 
feem’d paft Hope ; as an Addition to his Diforder, 
an inflamed Ulcer fo affected his Throat inwardly, 
that he could not {wallow; upon this he fent to me 
for Tar-water ; on taking which his Ulcer vanifhed, 
his Appetite returned, his Fever entirely left him, 
without any bad Symptom, and the young Gentle- 
man is now, I thank Gop, both lively and ftrong, 
from a very languifhing dangerous State: All 
which, this Morning December 24, he thanktully 
acknowledged in my Room, where he took with me 
a Cup of Tar-water with the greateft Alacrity. He 
lodges at Mr. Si/k’s oppofite the Work-houfe. 

211. Fobhn Mac Donald, now in the Work-houfe, 
was miferably eat away with the King’s-evil in 
many Parts of his Body, it confumed half his Face, 
fo that he was naufeous both to himfelf and others; 
This firft happened to him in the Country: In 
Hopes of ‘Relief, he fet out for this City, and by 
Accident met the Bifhop of Cloyne, who advifed 
him to Tar-water, and gave him fome Money to 
provide it. The Lad neglected this good Advice, 
but obtained Admiffion into one of the Infirmaries, 

where 
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where being twice falivated, but nothing better, he 
was turned out as incurable; being in great Dif 
trefs, he came into the Work-houfe as a Farsbond: 
where he was falivated alfo, but his Evil ftill conti- 
nued obftinate, without the leaft Sign of Relief, tho’ 
reduced in a manner to a Shadow ; as he was crawl- 
ing about, I took notice of him, and advifed him 
to Tar-water, he complied, and in the Space of a 
Fortnight, he found moft fenfible Relief, fo conti- 
nued taking Tar-water about fix Weeks longer, 
which cured all the Ulcers of his Body; but where 
the Sores were, the Skin is drawn up in Wrinkles, 


tho’ without any Weaknefs or Pain, Thus far Mr, 
Hill. 


212. An Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman of 
Veracity and Credit, relating to bis own Cafe; 
dated the 10th of December 1745. 

It is fomewhat more than a Year ago I firft med- 
dled with Tar-water, only playing with it. I found 
it good for a flow Digeftion, and a Strengthener of 
aweak Stomach. At Times Iwas wont to be trou- 
bled with the Piles, and with a Pain in the lower 
Part of my Back, in both which Cafes it befriended 
me. But afterward being pretty well at Eafe, I 
thought bur little of Tar-water, till the Beginning 
of Fuly laft, when the fame Pain in the lower Part 
of my Back afflicted me fo violently, as to caufe 
me to apply to a Phyfician, from whom I gathered, 
that what I had deemed to be of the Gravel-kind, 
was gouty. However, I determined with myfelf 
to go into the Ufe of Tar-water in earneft; which 
I have regularly done fince that Time, only with 
fhort Intermiffions now and then; and, by the di- 
vine Bleffing, with much Advantage to my Health 
and Strength, Freedom of Spirits and Chearfulnefs. 
When I came into the regular Uf of it, I took a 
Refolution to oblige myfeif to as cool and mild Diet 


as 
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as I could well bear, and to deal lefs than formerly 
in Flefh-meat, and Malt-liquor, or Wine, or Cy- 
der: And many Times, J believe, much lefs than a 
Pound of Fleth, and a Quart of thofe Liquors put to- 
gether, had ferved mea Week. This I did on Ac- 
count of its being warm, as I fuppofed, and Cordial 
in its Nature, concluding it would fufficiently fuppore 
the Conftitution, as the Effeét has proved. Indeed, 
I find little or no Inclination to drink except at 
Meals, and then IJefs than formerly; nor find the 
want of Cordial, whilft in the Ufes of Tar- water. 

I was near thirty Years old, when an ulcerous 
Ailment came upon me in my Seat; and ’tis now 
fomewhat more than thirty Years, that it hath been 
a running Grief or Iffue, more or lefs, to be fure 
iome time in every Moon pretty plentifully difcharg- 
ing a purulent Matter ; but this Difcharge is now 
ftupped by the Means of Tar-water. 

This Gentleman, though perfectly freed from alt 
his Ailments, yet is apprehenfive, that the ftopping 
and healing up his Ulcer, may be attended with bad 
Confequences, under the Notion, that the want of 
fuch a Difcharge, which he has been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to, may occafion fome Dilorder elfe-where, 
and therefore would be advifed about continuing. 
the Ufe of Tar-water ; and at the fame time, fays, 
that having found it fo friendly, he is afraid of being. 
advifed to forbear the Ufe of it, as long as the Be- 
nefit received is manifeft in the Enjoyment of a bet- 
ter State of Health and Eafe, unattended with any 
prefent Inconvenience. It is pleafant to fee how this 
Patient is frighted at his being cured of a running 
Ulcer, which had infefted him for thirty Years: He 
could not be perfeéctly cured, unlefs his Ulcer was 
healed, and there is nothing to fear from thence, as 
the peccanc Humour was not repelled, or driven to 
other Parts, but correéted and mended ; fuch is the 
wonderful Force of ‘Far-water in fweetening the 
Blood and Juices. 213.dn 
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213. Jn September 1745, the two following Gen- 
tlemen gave me at their refpeftive Houfes in Cloyne, 
an Account of the Benefits they received by the Ufe 
of Tar-water. 


Mr. Fames Hanning, by catching Cold, was feized 
with a violent Fever in November 1743, his Feet 
and Legs were at firft extreamly cold, his Head 
much difturbed, and he loft all Appetite, being 
judged by all to be in a dangerous Condition by the 
Height of his Fever; he had Recourfe to Tar-wa- 
ter, which he drank in Plenty, and took nothing 
elfe ; in ten Days drinking, his Fever, and all other 
bad Symptoms went off, and in a Fortnight’s Time 
he was perfeétly recovered, 

214. Mr. Clement Fofter, who deals much there 
in the Worfted-trade, was in Summer 1744, f{eized 
with a Fever, which greatly affected him, and made 
him incapable to do any BufinefS: He was advifed to 
drink Tar-water, which had fuch an Effe@t, that in 
ten Days his Fever turned to an Ague, which was 
fo eafy, that on the firft taking the Bark, he was 
perfeétly cured ; he informed me alfo, that he ufed to 
be troubled with one or two Fits of the Gout every 
Year for feveral Years paft, but that he had no Re- 
turn of it, fince he began to drink Tar-water. 

215. Robert Dillon of Clonbrock in the County 
of Galway, Efq; Member of Parliament, was pleafed 
to give me the following Account in January 17455 
that he had been afflicted with the Gout above 
fifteen Years; which became more violent every 
Year, that he ufed to be confined in the Fits for 
many Months together, with great Pain, and fuch 
Weaknefs in his Limbs, that he could hardly walk ; 
that when he was out of the Fits, he was troubled 
in the Morning efpecially, with a great uneafinefs 
and loathing in his Stomach, and a Difcharge of a 
great deal of Phlegm, that he had no Relief from 

any 
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any Medicine he took; but that in Summer 1744, 
he began to drink Tar-water, which he has continu- 
ed for a Year and half without Intermiffion, taking 
conftantly half a Pint in the Morning, and as much 
every Night, which he was encouraged to do by 
the Benefit he received by it; all the Loathing in 
his Stomacli is quite gone, and though he has now 
and then fome Fits of the Gout, yet they happen 
but feldom, and faft but a fhort time with little or 
no Pain, and he now enjoys good Appetite arid 
Spirits, though his Limbs are ftill weak, and he 
thinks himfelf happy in comparifon of his former 
Condition. 

216, Henry Leflrange of the King’s County, E-(q; 
Member of Parliament, informed me in Fanuary 
1745, that he had been troubled with the Gout for 
ten Years paft, that about four Years ago he was 
feized with the Small- pox, from which he recover- 
ed with great Difficulty, that fora Year after he had 
no Return of the Gout, but that for the laft three 
Years, the Gout returned upon him with more Vio- 
lence, fo that he had a Fit every Autumn and Spring ; 
that the Fit in the aft Spring lalted three Months, 
which deprived him of Reft, Appetite, and Spirits ; 
that being advifed to drink Tar-water, he began to 
drink it in Summer 1745, which he has continaed 
the Ufe of ever fince, with fuch good Effect, that 
he has had no Return of the Gout in the ufual Sea- 
fon, nor any Symptom of it, and now enjoys a good 
Appetite, Flow of Spirits, and Freedom from all 
Uneafinefs, and has the full Ufe and Strength of his 
Limbs as much as ever, and refolves to drink Tar- 
water conftantly, to which he imputes all his Re- 
covery. 

217. Colonel Charles Tottenham of Tettendbam- 
green, in the County of Wexford, Efq; Member of 
Parliament, informed me on the goth of Faxuary!7455 
that he had been afflicted with 2 dead Ague for five 

Years, 
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Years, and-had hot any cold Fits, but that his hot 
Fits were;very violent, being conftantly attended 
with prodigious: Sweats, which wafted and weaken- 
ed him greatly ; he had loft his Appetite and Spirits, 
and though he took great Quantities of the Bark, 
he found himfelf the worfe for it. In this decaying 
Condition, he confulted the Phyficians in Dublin, 
and took their Prefcriptions without any Relief. 
But in Summer, 1744, he had Recourfe to Tar- 
water, which he drank cold, half a Pint in the 
Morning, and as much at Night, for a Month or 
fix Weeks, and found that the Tar-water griped him 
very much, and gave him no Relief; upon which 
he difcontinued the Ufe of it: but finding that his 
Diforder ftill grew worfe, and hearing that it was 
advifed in Cafes of Agues, Colics; and Fevers, to 
drink Tar-water warm, and in fmaller Quantities 
at a Time, he followed that Advice, and from the 
Moment he drank it Milk-warm, he found it agree 
with his Stomach, and got immediate Relief, and 
continuing to drink it plentifully in that Form, he 
has entirely got the better of his dead Ague, and is 
quite free from all Symptoms of it; he has reco- 
vered his Appetite, Spirits, and Reft, and attributes 
his Recovery altogether to Tar-water, which he ftill 
drinks and refolves always to drink, as it is no way 
difagreeable to him, and fo very ufeful. 

218, Mr, William Willan, Tape-weaver in Thomas- 
frreet, Dublin, informed me in Fanuary, 1745, that 
for many Years he had been afflicted with the Gout, 
which gave him much Pain, and frequently con- 
fined him to his Chamber; that being advifed to 
drink Tar-water; he did fo in the regular Manner, 
which gave him Spirits, Appetite, and Eafe, by 
which, he is now able to attend all his Bufinefs 
abroad without Pain from the Gout ; and though he 
has ftill a Weaknefs in his Limbs, he imputes that 
to the Neceffity of walking much abroad, which his 

I Affairs 
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Affairs frequently require, and acknowledges the 
great Benefit he received by drinking-Tar-water, 

219. Captain Solomon Debrifay, of the City of 
Dublin, favoured me with the following Detail of 
his Cafe in Fanuary, 1745. He was troubled with 
a fcorbutical Diforder above twenty Years, for which 
he took feveral Medicines in England, France, and 
Ireland; and though he fometimes had fome Abate- 
ment of his Diforder, yet at laft it grew very vio- 
lent, breaking out into running Sores, and Scruff, 
and attended with great Pain, fo that he could hard- 
ly ride or walk without great Uneafinefs, In this 
Condition in September, 1744, he got an Inflam- 
mation of the Lungs and violent Cough, by catch- 
ing cold, for which he was blooded and vomited ; 
and when he had got the better of the Inflamma- 
tion, he took Tar-water to remove his Cough, at 
the Rate of a Pint a Day, which in a little Time 
carried off his Cough; and finding the Water to a- 
gree with him, and that it made him eafier in the 
Scurvy, he continued the drinking of it for fix 
Months, by which Means, he was entirely cured of 
the Scurvy, without the leaft Sore or Spot remain- 
ing, and has had no Return of it fince that Time, 
though he has left off the Ufe of the Water, as hav- 
ing no farther Occafion for it. ; 

220. Mr. George Rumford, aged feventy-five 
Years, who lives at the Black-pits, Dublin, was in 
the Year 1744, feized with a moft violent Cough, 
attended with a continual Spitting of corrupt Stuff 
and Phlegm. In this dangerous Condition he made 
Ufe of every Thing the Doétors had ordered, with~ 
out receiving the leaft Benefit, upon which they 
gave him up as paft all Hopes of Cure. Buta 
Friend of his coming to fee him, and finding him 
given over, begg’d he would drink Tar- water, which 
he did in the Quantity of a Pint each Day, till he 


made ufe of three Gallons of Tar-water ; in which 
Time, 
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Time, he was quite recovered, freed from his violence 
Cough and Spitting, and reftored to a good Ap- 

tite, and is now in a great Flow of Spirits, and as 
well as he could with for one of his Years, and he 
verily believes, that, had it not been for Tar-water, 
he fhould have been dead long ago; and that he 
owes his Life to the Ufe of it. 

221. Fames Reyly, Servant to Mr. Phepoe Brewer 
in Mill-ftreet, was inthe Year 1745 afflicted with 
an Afthma, Shortnefs of Breath, and great Cough, 
and at the fame Time, his Belly, Thighs, and Legs 
were fwollen to a monftrous Size, fo that he could 
not walk or breath but with great Difficulty, and he 
loft all Appetite ; he made ufe of many Things pre- 
fcribed for him without receiving any Benefit, and 
he continued in this miferable Way for fome Time ; 
but hearing of the Effects of Tar-war,; and what 
Relief others had received from it, he began imme- 
diately to drink it, about a Pinta Day, until he had 
made ufe of a Gallon, by which Time his Breath 
was reftored, his Cough was gone, and all the Swels 
lings in his Body and Limbs fell away, and he re- 
covered a good Appetite, and could eat three Times 
for once he could before. He had alfo at the fame 
Time a great Scurvy in his Face, which was alfo 
carried off by drinking Tar-water, and he is now 
hearty and well, and able to go through his Bufi- 
nefs as well as ever. 

222. Mr. Enoch Mafon, who lives with Mr. Bur- 
Jiquot, Clothier, near Effex-bridge, gave me the fol- 
lowing Particulars of his Diforder, on the 31ft of 
January, 1745. He had been troubled with rheumas 
tick Pains in his Joints for fifteen Years, which he 
could not remove by any of the Medicines he took ; 
but in 1744, his Diforder appeared in a new Form ; 
he had great Difficulty of breathing, infomuch, 
that he could not lye down in his Bed for fix Weeks, 


his Belly was drawn up, and he fuffered great Pains, 
Ia the 


u257 0 


116 The Effects of 


the Phyfician called it a Contraétion of the Bowels ; 
he could not fleep by Reafon of his Pains and Dif- 
ficulty of breathing, and though he took many com- 
pofing Draughts, which made him doze, yet he got 
no Refreflment: he went thorough the common 
Courfe of Phyfick, vomiting, and other Prefcriptions, 
which giving him no Relief, his. Cafe-was judged 
to be defperate, and accordingly,. he was advifed to 
go into the Country and drink Milk, which might 
poffibly prolong his Life for fome Fime, but with- 
out any Hopes that he could Jaft long. At this 
Time, he heard much of Tar-water, and was ad- 
vifed to drink it, which he did at the Rate of a 
Pint a Day ; which in a little Time removed the 
Contraction in his Belly, reftored him to a Free- 
dom of breathing, and brought him to a good Ap- 
petite, fo that he mended every Day, and continued 
to drink the Water, obtained a perfect Recovery 
from his Rheumatifm, and all his other Diforders, 
which he attributes altogether to the Ufe of Tar- 
water. 

223. Mr. Fobn Wilkinfon, Clerk in the Surveyor 
General’s Office in the Caftle of Dublin, informed 
me the firft of February, 1745, that he had the 
Misfortune to break his Leg by a Slip in the Street, 
which confined him for three Months; that by lay- 
ing fo long on his Back in Bed, he got the Gravel, 
which gave him great Uneafinefs ; that at the fame 
Time, by catching Cold, he loft his Hearing, and 
was fo deaf, that he could not hear the Drums, that 
beat near his Chamber in the Caftle. To eafe him 
of his Gravel, he was advifed to drink Tar-water, 
and he had not drunk above a Gallon, when, to his 
Surprize, he found his Deafnefs carried off, and he 
could hear as wellas ever he did, and continuing to 
crink Tar-water, which he found very diuretick, 
he voided a fmall rough craggy Stone, and, by De- 
grees, 2 great Deal of Gravel; and he is now en- 
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tirely free from all Pains or Symptoms of the Gravel, 
and hears perfectly well. 

224. Matthew Haynes, Sword Cutler, at the 
Black Lyon on the Blind-quay, oppofite to Mr. Tho- 
mas’s Mohogany Ware-houfe, informed me on the 
firit of February, 1745, that he was for fifteen 
Months ill of a Decay. He was {0 fore and ftreight- 
ened all over his Body, that he could not bear his 
Apron or his Cloths on without much Pain; he had 
lott all Appetite and Reft, and was brought fo low, 
that he was not able to work at his Trade, or even 
to go up or down Srairs without Help ; and though 
he was oppreffed with Phlegm, and could hardly 
breath, yet he dared not cough or fpit, on Account 
of the great Pain caufed thereby in his Breaft and 
Body. Being in this miferable Condition, he was 
advifed by Mr. Bradifb, who employed him, todrink 
Tar-water, and being refolved to try any thing re- 
commended to him, he incautioufly drank near a 
Pint of cold Tar-water at once, which he inftantly 
threw up with great Violence, together with a great 
deal of Phlegm. Hethen thought himfelf a dead 
Man, and was for fending for a Clergyman to pray 
with him for the laft Time, as he thought ; but in a 
few Minutes after he found himfelf much eafier in 
his Stomach and Cheft, and mended all the Day. 
This good Effect reconciled him to Tar-water, and 
made him refolve to drink it in finaller Quantities 
and Milk-warm, which he did twice a Day, half a 
Pint each Time, and, bycontinuing to drink it that 
Way for fome Time, all the Sores in his Breaft and 
Body went away, he breathed with Eafe, and re- 
covered his Reft and Appetite, and eats a hearty 
Breakfaft, which he never could do before in his 
beft State of Health. He is able to work at his 
Trade as formerly, and is perfuaded that he owes 
his Life to Tar-water. 

I3 2.25. At 
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225. An ExtraGt from a Letter of William Pleafants 
of Knockbeg, in the County of Carlow, E/q; to 
Thomas Prior Efq; February 4, 1745. 

The Perfon who received fuch great Benefit by 
drinking Tar-water, was a Boy who drove my 
Plough; he laboured under what was judged, by 
moft who faw him, a fcrophulous Diforder, or 
Kings-evil ; he had feveral ulcerous Sores about his 
Jaws and Neck, which continued running for great 
Part of fome Years. His Mother, who had fome 
Knowledge in Herbs, applyed different Kinds to 
his Sores, which eafed a little, but had no other 
Succefs. 

I recommended him toa Friend in Dublin, who 
prevailed on tome Gentlemen of Skill, to endeavour 
to cure him. They had Compaffion on the Crea- 
ture, and gave hiin Medicines, but they alfo prov- 
ed ineffectual, My Friend then gave him Tar- 
water; when he had taken a fmall Quantity, he 
found mere Relief from it, than he had done from 
all that had teen dee for him before. He return- 
ed to his Motlier, aad I fupplyed him with Tar- 
water ; and, as well as I can remember, he had not 
taken a Gallon of it, when the Ulcers began to dry, 
and his Face, which was very much fwollen with 
his D:Remper, began to reaflume its natural Form. 
He left me Jaft Spring, and ftayed from me till Harv- 
eft. Ac his Return, he told me, that Tar-water 
had cured him, and that his Diforder had given 
him no Uneafinefs, the Time he was abfent from 
me. Jam 

Your moft humble Servant, 
Witham Pleafants, 


226. Mr. Patrick Butler, Shoemaker in Crane- 
laze, Dudlin, informed me on the sth of Felruary, 
1744, that he had been afflicted wiih the Rheuma- 
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tifm for feveral Years ; that about two Years ago, 
the Fits were fo violent, that he was layed up three 
Months together ; that for eight Days in that Time, 
he could not ftir Hand or Foot, and was turned in 
his Head by other People, the rheumatick Pains 
having feized his whole Body ; that when the Vio- 
lence of the Fit abated in 1744, he made ufe of Tar- 
water, which encouraged him to perfift in the Ufe 
of it ever fince, with fuch good Effect, that all his 
rheumatic Pains are gone, and he has had no Re- 
turn of them fince he began to drink the Water : 
he has got the full Strength of his Limbs, Appetite, 
and Spirits, and refolves to drink Tar-water con- 
{tantly, finding that if he gets any twitching in his 
Limbs by cold or fharp Weather, Tar-water im- 
mediately relieves him. 

227. William Heany, Shoemaker, Journeyman 
to the faid Mr. Butler, was in 1744, feized with fuch 
violent Pains in his Legs, that he could not walk, 
reft, or work at his Trade. We was advifed to 
drink Tar-water, which he did, and found ina 
little Time all his Pains go off, and was reftored 
to the full Ufe of his Limbs, and able to get his 
Bread by his Trade, though before, he was appre- 
henfive that he fhould not be able to fubfift, hav- 
ingno other Means to fupport him but his Labour, 
which the Violence of his Pains difabled him from 
performing. 

228. Mrs. Bonvillet, who lives in Kings-ftreet, 
near Stepben’s-green, informed me on the 3d of 
February, 1745, that near twenty-cight Years ago 
fhe had the Misfortune to fall down Stairs, and 
pitched upon her Shoulder, which occafioned a 
Contufion in that Part, but as the Pain foon went 
off, fhe did not then take any Care about it. She 
afterwards obferved a Sort of Pimple in that Part, 
but finding no Pain in it, fhe ftill negle&ted 1, 
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However, it flill increafed every Year, without any 
Manner of Pain, tillin the Year 1744, it had form- 
ed a Wen of an enormous Size, which fpread from 
her Shoulders to one of her Ears, and under her 
Armpit, as large as the Mould of a Hat; fo that 
fhe was obliged to enlarge her Cloaths to cover it, 
and hide the Deformity ; butas fhe had no Pain with 
it, fhe neglected all Thoughts of preventing its 
Progrefs, which might have been eafily effected in 
the Beginning: but in 1744, fhe found herfelf 
troubled with other Ailments, with Vapours, Low- 
nefs of Spirits, want of Appetite and Reft, which 
greatly reduced her; for removing thefe laft Dif- 
orders, fhe was advifed to drink Tar-water, which 
fhe did regularly fora confiderable Time. The firft 
Effect was, that in a little Time fhe recovered her 
Appetite, got Reft and Spirits, and was freed from 
all her Vapours and Diflurbance in her Stomach, 
and has continued well from thofe Diforders ever 
fince ; as fhe found that Tar-water did her fo much 
Service, fhe ftill drank it for feveral Months, and 
obferved, that in fome Time, the great Wen on 
her Shoulders began to grow foft and fall away. This 
encouraged her to continue the drinking of the Wa- 
ter, and in a few Months after the Wen was re- 
duced to a Fourth of its firft Size, and daily grew 
fofter, and feemed to have fome floating Roots in 
it: finding herfelf eafy, and in fo good a Way, fhe 
Jaid afide Tar-water for fome Months before the 
Wen was quite difperfed, and then found that it 
began to grow hard and fwell again ; upon which, 
the has of late refumed her Tar-water, of which fhe 
drinks near a Quarta Day, and finds that the Hard- 
nefs and Swelling have already greatly abated; and 
fhe refolves to perfift in the conftant Ule of it, in 
full Hopes that in feme Time the will guite get 
rid of her Wen, And her Hopes are the greater, con- 
Hdering the RBenefie which a Frexchb Gentlemen re- 
ceived 
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ceived by it in a parallel Cafe: This Gentleman had, 
gs fhe informed me, a great Lump, that by De- 
grees grew on the Crown of his Head, which be- 
came at laft as large as an Egg, infomuch, that 
he could hardly keep his Hat on his Head, and 
though it was not attended with Pain, it was very 
troublefome, The Gentleman took Tar-water for 
fome other Diforder, from which he was relieved, 
and found at the fame Time, that this Lump or 
Wen foftened and wafted by Degrees, and that at 
laft it quite melted away and vanifhed. 

229. Mr. Fobn Wilme, Silver-fmith, who lives 
in Coles-alley, near Caftle-ftreet, informed me orf the 
sth of February, 1745, that by an Accident he got 
a Hurt in his Shin-bone, which caufed a Running 
and Swelling, and being laid open by a Surgeon, 
was in fome Time healed; yet he after found, 
that a Humour flowed to and fwelled the Part, 
and gave him great Uneafinefs. He had at the 
fame Time, a Lump or Excrefcence on the Crown 
of his Head, which grew to the Size of a finall 
Egg, at leaft an Inch high, and was fo angry and 
fore, that the leaft Thing that touched it, gave 
him great Pain, and he could hardly bear a [at on 
his Head. His Mother had alfo the like Lumps 
on her Head. He was advifed to take Tar-water 
for the firft Ailment, which he did for three 
Months, and though he drank fcarce half a Pint 
a Day, yet he foon found a great Abatement of 
the Swelling and Uneafinefs in his Leg; and to his 
great Surprize the Excrefcence on his Head grew 
eafy and melted away, and became as flat as any 
Part of his Head, and finding fuch Benefit from 
the Water, he refolves to take it in greater Quanti- 
ty for the future. 

230. Mrs. Morgan, Wife of Mr. Morgan, Pat- 
ten-maker at Nichelas-gate, Dublin, informed me 
on the 3d of Feéruary, 1745, that fhe had been 
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troubled with a paralytic Diforder for fome Time ; 
that her Fingers were fo drawn up, that fhe could 
hardly open them, that fhe was hardly able to walk 
in the Streets, her Feet were fo tottering and weak, 
and very cold and ftiff; and fhe was apprehenfive 
that fhe would quite lofe the Ufe of them, and have 
a Palfy all over her Body, as nothing that fhe took 
gave her any Relief; and hearing that Tar-water 
was ufeful in many Diftempers, fhe refolved to try 
it in her own Cafe, and foon founda fenfible Benefit 5 
in fix Weeks drinking fhe recovered the Ufe of her 
Fingers and Hands, got Strength, Warmth, and 
Supplenefs in her Limbs, and by continuing the 
drinking of the Water, fhe has recovered the full 
Ute of them, and now walks with Eafe. She laida- 
fide Tar-water for feveral Months, and, if fhe finds 
herfelf out of Order at any Time, fhe has Recourfe 
to the Tar-water, which always gives her Relief. 
231. Mr. Hewet/on, between feventy and eighty 
Years old, who lives in Schoolboufe-lane, informed 
me the 3d of February 1745, that he had been for 
many Years troubled with the Gout, during which 
Time, he was fure of having a Fit the Beginning of 
every Winter, which laid him up for feveral Months ; 
but that in Summer 1744, he drank Tar-water for 
feveral Months running, and the Effect was, that 
he had no Fit of the Gout in the Winter 1744, 
and got a good Stomach and Spirits and walked 
tolerably well without Pain; in Summer 1745, he 
diank fome Tar-water, and then laid it quite afide 
for fix Months together, but in Winter 1745, on 
catching cold, he had a Return of the Gout, at- 
tended with great Weaknefs in his Limbs, though 
with Tittle Pain; and it is probable, that, had he 
continued taking Tar-water all Jong in tuticient 
Quantity, and avoided catching coid, he would 
citer have had no Fit at all, or a flight one. In 
fach Cafes, Tar-water fhoukd be drank warm betore 
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the Fit, in the Fit, and after the Fit, at leaft a Pint 
a Day, or a Quart, which would be much better, 
without any Danger from the Quantity, and with 
great Comfort to the Patient. 

232. Mr. Francis Watfon, Sadler in Capel-ftreet, 
informed me on the 4th of February 1745, that he 
had been troubled with a Stuffing, Wind and Op- 
preffion in his Stomach for five or fix Years patt, at- 
tended at Night-time witha Difficulty of breathing, 
and with a great Cough in the Mornings, which 
made him ftrain and heave, and deprived him of 
his Stomach and Digeftion ; that in 1743, he was 
firft feized with the Gout, and had another Fit in 
1744, which was followed by a Fit of the Gravel. 
That in Ofober 1744, he began to drink Tar-wa- 
ter at about half a Pinta Day, which he continued 
to do till Chriffmas following, with fuch good Ef- 
fect, that in three Weeks Time he found great Be- 
nefit, and foon after he was free from the Wind and 
Oppreffion in his Stomach, breathed freely, reco- 
vered his Appetite, loft his Cough, and difcharged 
a great deal of Gravel without Pain, and has had 
no Return of the Goutever fince ; and he now con- 
tinues perfectly well, and free from all his former 
Diforders, and at Times ftill drinks Tar-water. 

233. Mr. Pa/qualino the Mufician, now in Dud- 
Jin, informed me on the 8th of February 1745, that 
having played a Part in Mr. Handel's grand Orato- 
rio of Deborah, which was performed on Thur/day 
the 23d of Fanuary 1745, for the Support of the 
Charitable Infirmary on the Jnns quay, and being in 
a great Heat and Sweat, was after the Performance 
expofed to a very cold Air near half an Hour, by 
the Footmen breaking into the Room where he 
was; by which he was immediately ftruck with a 
cold fhivering, and was fo much out of Order that 
he could not fleep one ‘Wink that Night. In the 
Morning, on Friday, he had a violent Head-ach, 
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Colic Pains, and great Heat all over his Body, 
which obliged him to keep his Bed. By four 
o’Clock in the Afternoon, 'his Fever grew fo high 
and violent, that he became a Jittle delirious ; his 
Wife had a mind to fend for a Phyfician, but as he 
had been cured of a Fever fome Time before by 
drinking Tar-water, he ordered, that Tar-water 
fhould be got for him in plenty, and nothing elfe ; 
which he began to drink about five o’Clock, Milk- 
warm, near half a Pint every Quarter of an Hour, 
and continued to drink at that Rate till eight 
o’Clock next Morning, on Saturday, bating fome 
little Intermiffions, when he got a little Sleep; 
though he had given Directions to his Servant, to 
aw:xke him if he fhould happen to fleep, and make 
him drink the Water; and he computed, that in 
the faid Space of Time, he drank eight Quarts : 
And the Effect was, that during the whole Nighr, 
he was in high Spirits, had a great Perfpiration, 
and by eight o’Clock in the Morning, his Heat and 
Fever had quite left him, and he was perfeétly ea- 
fy, and very hungry. On Saturday he kept his Bed 
by way of Precaution againft catching cold, free 
from all Symptoms of a Fever; and on Sunday, 
went abroad, and took the Air, being perfectly re- 
covered, 

234. A Gentlewoman near Sycamore- Alley, Dub- 
lin, informed me on the 12th of February 17455 
that fhe had been troubled with Fits for fome Time, 
which came upon her all at once without any pre- 
vious Symptom, and deprived her of her Senfes for 
three, four, or five Minutes ata Time; that thele 
Fits became more frequent, and difordered her Spi- 
rits and Mind, and fhe was apprehenfive, that fhe 
would be carried off in once of them. She took fe- 
veral Things to prevent their Returs, without any 
fect. She was advifed to drink ‘f'ar-water, and 
though fhe had no Opinion of it, yct the complyed 

to 
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to fatisfy the Defires of her Friends in trying every 
Thing they recommended. She drank near a Pint 
a Day for five Days, in July 1745, and found no 
Return of her Fits, and got a good Appetite and 
Spirits; at the End of five Days fhe obferved a 
great Itching all over her Body, and foon after, a 
great Number of black Spots appeared all over her 
Arms, Shoulders, and Body, as black as Ink. She 
then thought that fhe was poifoned by Tar-water, 
and exclaimed againft it; but her Friend who re- 
commended Tar-water, came to fee her in this Con- 
dition, and finding that fhe was in good Spirits, 
and otherwife very well, told her, that fince the 
Water had driven that Humour out on the Surface 
of her Body, it was fo far from doing her Harm, 
that it did her all the Service imaginable; and en- 
couraged her to perfift in drinking it, fince it has 
fo good an Effect, which fhe continued to do for 
two or three Months in {mall Quantities; and fhe 
found in a little Time, that all the black Spots firft 
became yellow, and by Degrees difappeared one 
after another, fo that fhe became entirely freed from 
them, and hashad no Return of the Fits fince fhe 
began to drink Tar-water, but found, that, by get- 
ting a greater Appetite, fhe has grown much fatter 
than fhe was before. 

235. A Captain of a Man of War in 1744, in- 
formed me, that he had been troubled with the 
Scurvy feveral Years, and had taken many Medi- 
cines, and went to Bath, and drank the Waters, but 
all to no Purpofe; his Diforder rather increafed, 
and broke out in Sores, and Scurff over his Arms 
and other Parts of his Body, efpecially his Head, 
which he could not {fuffer to be thaved ; but that 
by taking Tar-water fix Weeks, all the Sores, Spots 
and Scurff went off, and he became as hail and 
clean as ever he was, with a great Increafe of Ap- 
petite. 

I fhal! 
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I fhall now give an Account of fome Cafes com- 
municated to me from Gentlemen of Charaéter and 
Veracity, who aidured me of the Truth of the Fatts, 
but did rot think proper to mention the Names of 
the Patients, moft of them being of the female 
Sex. 

236. Two Sifters in this Kingdom, at the fame 
Time drank Tar-water, the one for a Strangury, 
the other for a Diabetes, and both were cured, in a 
little Time, of thofe oppofite Diforders. 

237. A Gentlewoman had a Deafnefs, which 
daily increafed, fo that fhe was apprehenfive of quite 
lofing her Hearing; fhe had drank Tar-water in 
fall Quantities feveral Weeks with no Effect ; but 
being advifed to take double the Quantity of the 
Water every Day, fhe did fo, and was foon after 
cured of her Deafnefs. 

238. One Gentleman was cured of an habitual 
Coftivenefs by Tar-water, and another was made 
coltive by it. 

239. Two Gentlewomen near Youghall, were 
likewife affected in different Ways, one was made 
coftive, and the other loofe by Tar-water. 

240. An old Beggar-Woman with a moft fhock- 
ing cancerated Breaft, was in a few Days much 
better by drinking and wafhing the Sores with 
Tar-water. 

241. A Woman that was twice married, and 
yet never was with Child, took Tar-water for a Dif- 
order fhe laboured under, and conftantly drank it 
for a confiderable Time, which removed her Ail- 
ment, She foon after became pregnant, and fhe 
imputes her Pregnancy to Tar-water. I defired to 
know whether her Hufband alfo drank Tar-water, 
and J was affured that he drank it at the fame Time. 
Many other Inftances have been mentioned to me of 
Perfons who unexpectedly became with Child, which 
they verily belicve was owing to the Ufe of Tar- 
water, 242, 
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242. A young Lady was cured by Tar-water of 
violent Head-achs, to which fhe had been long fub- 
ject. 
‘ 243. A poor Woman, whofe Legs were mon- 
ftroutly fwollen, and deformed with Ulcers, was ad- 
vifed to apply ‘Tar as a Salve or Poultice, and to 
drink Tar-water at the fame Time, which fhe did, 
and was foon perfeétly cured, having before in vain 
ufed many Things prefcribed for her. 

244. A Gentleman’s Servant had the Misfortune 
of having a Coach-wheel run over his Foot, which 
was thereby terribly bruifed and fwollen toa great 
Size with much Pain, A Poultice of Tar was ap- 
plied to the Part, which foon put an End to both 
the Swelling and Pain. 

245. A Maid Servant, who for many Years had 
a Tetter in her Arm, confulted a Country Pradtiti- 
oner, who applied the blue Stone, upon which her 
Arm fwelled up to her Shoulder, and was pained 
to fuch a Degree, that her Mafter apprehended fhe 
might lofe it, He then made her wath and foment 
it with hot ftrong Tar-water, and apply a Plaifter 
or Poultice of warm Tar, which fpeedily cured 
both the Ulcer and Swelling. 

246. A Gentleman in an eminent Station, was 
troubled with a fixed Pain in his Side for two Years, 
be took feveral Medicines without Benefit. He was 
advifed to drink Tar-water, which he did for a 
confiderable Time ; and he affured me of late, that 
his Pain is quite removed, and that he is at perfect 
Eafe from chat Diforder, 

247. A Perfon ill of the Ague, was cured in 
January 1745, by drinking two Quarts of Tar- wa- 
ter warm in the cold Fit. 

248 Many Parts of the Country have been of 
late infefted with fore Throats, whereby feveral 
Children have died, btit thofe, who drank a Gallon 
of warm Tar-water a, Day, immediately recovered 
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of it, without any other Application, as I am af- 
fared by a Perfon of Credit. 

249. Many Inftances have been communicated 
to me of the great Succefs and Efficacy of Tar-wa- 
ter in the Cure of venereal Diforders, Gleets, &c. 
but in fuch Cafes, Names are not to be mentioned. 
But in Charity to thofe unhappy Creatures who ]a- 
bour under fuch Ailments, it may be proper to hint fo 
much, and to recommend to them the fole conftant 
copious drinking of Tar-water, viz. one Quart a 
Day at fix or eight Glaffes, which without any 
other Medicine, but only a prudent Regimen, avoid- 
ing the catching of Cold, and eating of improper 
Food, has been found in many Inftances to work a 
perfect Cure. 

250. A Gentlewoman in the Country had hurt 
her Leg, which being neglected, grew exceeding 
bad ; a Gangrene was apprehended ; fhe had a Phy- 
fician and Surgeon from Cork to attend her, After 
fome. Months phy/ficking, cutting and tenting, they 
abandoned her, declaring fhe muft never hope to 
recover the Ufe of her Leg, which was wafted and 
ufelefs, and left her with a running Ulcer kept open 
with Tents. Her Son came to the Gentleman, 
who gave me this Information, to know whether 
fhe might not take Tar-water with the Bark, which 
had been prefcribed by the Doétor. She was ad- 
vifed to abftain from the Bark, from the Surgeon’s 
Fomentation, and every other Thing but fimply 
Tar-water ; whereof the fhould take three Pints 
daily in nine Glaffes, which in three Weeks quite 
cured her, to the Surprize of all the Neighbour- 
hood. She had a Houfe full of Children, who dc- 

ti on her Care, and who had defpaired of her 

ife. 

253. A Maid Servant was feized with a vehement 
Fever and Stitch, on the rgth of /pril 1744, 


in the Morning ; her Face as red as Crimfon, her 
Puile 
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Pulfe excecding high, fcarce able to utter a Word 
for the great Oppreflion about her Heart, and her 
Blood and Flefh hot in an extreme Degree, with 
other Symptoms declarative of the worit Kind of 
Fever and Pleurify. Her Cafe was looked upon as 
defperate from the Manner of her falling ill; which 
was, that the Night before, after hard Work in the 
Tloufe, being in a Heat and Sweat, fhe drank a 
great Quantity of cold fmall Liquor, and after that 
fat abroad in the open cold Evening Air in her 
Sweat. In this threatening Cafe, fhe was ordered 
to drink five Quarts of Vvar-water in ten Hours, 
which fhe did with fuch good Effet, that the next 
Morning her Fever left her, and fhe was fo well re- 
cover’d, that fhe put on her Cloaths, and was rea- 
dy to go to work, but fhe was ordered to keep 
quiet in Bed for a Day or two longer. This latt 
Caution is found neceflary to prevent a Relapfe, 
which Patients in fuch Cafes are fubjeét to by catch- 
ing the leaft Cold; for as they find themfelves in 
high Spirits, and free from the Fever, they imagine 
themfelves to be quite recovered before they are out 
of Danger, and therefore ’tis found neceflary, tha 
the Patient fhould keep quiet in Bed for a Day or 
two longer, in which Time the Danger of a Relapfe 
may be over. There is nothing fo much to be ap- 
prehended in Fevers cured by ‘I-ar-water, as an O- 
pinion of their being relieved and quite out of Dan- 
ger before they are really fo. 

252. On Wednefday, the 1ft of Auge 1744, a 
young Boy about nine Years old, was icized with a 
dangerous IlInefs, a Peripneumony or Inflammati- 
on of the Lungs, fhort Coughs, Pain, Sorenefs in 
the Throat and Thorax, Difficulty of Breathing, 
glazed Eyes, Scarlet Cheeks, and burning Heat. In 
this Condition he was put to Bed, and drank Tar- 
water five Pints the firft Day, and about two Quarts 
the fecond, at a Glals every half Hour. The firft 
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Day it produced an extraordinary Difcharge by 
Urine; the fecond, it threw him into moitt Perfpi- 
rations, and fometimes Sweats; every Glafs put Life 
into him, cafed his Symptoms, and kept, him in 
continual high Spirits and good Appetite; on Fri- 
day, which was two Days following, he was paft 
all Danger. It was remarkable, that on drinking 
Water coloured with Milk (which he defired) he 
conftantly relapfed, and was as immediately eafed up- 
on taking a Glais ef pure Tar-water. The Chiid 
was fo fenfible of this, that he cried out, ** Mamma, 
<¢ What is this Tar-water made of, that it is fuch a 
“© fudden Cure ?” It was of this Diforder that the 
late Bifhops of Offry and Elphin died: There is no 
Diftemper more threatening and fudden, than a 
Pleurify or an Inflammation of the Lungs. ‘The 
molt copious. Bleedings are prefcribed by Phyficians, 
even to feventy or eighty Ounces; but without 
bleeding bliftering, or any other Medicine, Ta-- 
water alone effeéts the Cure; were the World fufi- 
ciently apprized of its Virtue in acute Cafes, that 
alone would preferve a Multitude of Lives. To in- 
duce the Child to drink plentifully of Tar-water, 
they gave him a Groat a Glafs, and he earn’d half a 
Guinea in two Days, This is the only Way to 
prevail on young Children to drink it, and ’tis fur- 
prizing how foon they recover Strength and Spirts, 
who are recovered from Fevers by the fole Ufe of 
Tar- water. 

253. A Boy was feized with a violent Fever in 
September, 1744, having wetted his Shoes and 
Stockings {a new Thing to him) and fuffered them 
to dry on his Feet. The Attack was violent, firft 
a fhivering cold Fit, then blood-fhot Eyes, wild 
Look, burning Hear all over his Body ; he drank a 
Gallon of Tar-water, which made him vomit, after 
that he flept and fweated moft copioufly tor fixteen 
Hours, and when he awoke, was outragioufly hun- 


S'Y 


a2720 


TAR-WATER. 131 
ery; and in very high Spirits, every Symptom r¢- 
duced very low, and the Fever almoft gone th¢ 
third Day; but was kept in Bed two Days longer, 
to prevent a Relapfe. 

254. In Ofober 1744, a Boy was feized witha 
violent Fever, and being put to Bed, he drank near 
two Quarts of Tar-water the firft Hour, and conti- 
nued drinking very copioufly. The next Day, he 
was in Appearance very well, but he was kept quiet 
from all Company, and confined in Bed one Day 
longer; after the third Day, he was as well as 
ever, 

255. Another young Lad in Ofober 1744, 
was feized with a violent racking Pain all over his 
Body, attended with a hot Fever ; about Noon, he 
was put to Bed, and at a Groat a Glafs, he drank 
in nine Hours twenty-five Half-pint-glaffes of Tar- 
water ; with all which (what is very fingular) he 
did not fweat, but vented it all by Urine; and his 
Pain and Fever left him at nine a Clock at Night ; 
and next Day, was hearty, merry, and in as good 
a Temper, asever in his Life. It is wonderful in 
this Medicine, that it works as an emetic, diuretic, 
diaphoretic, fudorific or cordial, as the Cafe and 
Conftitution requires, and that this alone fhould, as 
one may fay, in the twinkling of an Eye, cure all 
thofe Fevers of different Kinds. 

256. In Fanuary 1744, a young Woman was 
miferably tormented with a Pain and Swelling ia 
her Side, which threw her into a Feverifh Diforder. 
She drank Tar-water copioufly, and in a fhort time 
found herfelf eafy and well. It is to be noted, that 
the applied a Plaifter of Tar and Honey to the Part, 
which ripened, broke, and *then healed it, fhe 
drinking Tar-water all the Time. 

_ 257. A Gentleman in February 1744, had the 
Gout five Days; at firft he drank Sack Whey, and 


his Pain and Fever were violeat, fo as to pas a 
K 2 whats 
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whole Night awake and reftlefs. From that Time 
he drank nothing ftrong, but doubled or trebled his 
Dofes of Tar-water; this made him fleep found 
every Night after, and kept up his Appetite and 
Spirits, fo that he then reckoned his Gout as 
good as over, and in a few Days after, was free 
from it. 

258. Mr. Foulks, Captain in the Army; Mr. 
Philips, who lodges at the Watch-maker’s in Crane- 
Jane, and feveral others have informed me, that 
having had frequent Fits of the Gout, they drank 
Tar-water ; and though they took it but in fmall 
Quantities, they found great Benefit from it ; their 
Fits cithcr not returning at the ufual Time they 
expeted them, and when they did, they had lefs 
Pain and fhorter Fits. 

259. One of my Correfpondents informed me in 
February 1744, that his Daughter being feized with 
the Small-pox, he gave her no other Medicine than 
Tar-water, which fhe drank al] the time, and that 
fhe had it very favourably with little or no Sick- 
nefs. 

260. A Boy was very ill of a Worm-fever in 
February 1744, when the Small-pox feized him; 
both Evils joined, made his Cafe extremely bad. 
He was treated as only ill of Worms, the Small- 
pox not being then apprehended. He was reduced: 
to the loweft State, without Senfe or Motion, and 
miany Cordials were applied to bring him to him- 
felf; but all to no Purpofe, till a few Spoonfuls of 
Tar-water poured down his Throat without his 
Knowledge, brought him from Death to Life; 
and by continuing the drinking Tar-water, the 
Child recovered daily, and was foon perfectly well. 
My Correfpondent fays, that they never had a 
ftronger Inftance of the Efficacy of Tar-water, (and 


its Superiority to all other Cordials) than in this 
Child’s 
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Child’s extreme IIInefs, much heightened by the 
uncommon and fierce Severity of the Weather. 

261. In March 1744, a Boy complained heavily 
of a Stitch about eight a Clock in the Morning ; 
he was immediately put to Bed, and in about an 
Hour drank eight Glaffes of Var-water, at three 
Glaffes to a Pint; then fell into a found Sleep, and 
againft three a Clock in the Afternoon was up, 
dreft and well, as if nothing had ailed him. 

262. In April 1745, a Labourer in the Country, 
having been taken ill, was bled a little, only one 
Plate ; he afterwards grew very ill of a victent 
Pleurify, attended with {pitting of Blood; he then 
betook himfelf to .his Bed, and drank copioully of 
Tar-water, which quite recovered him, when his 
Cafe liad been thought defperate. 

263. A Gentlewoman in April 1745, took the 
Air in a cold dry windy Day; that Afternoon, fhe 
was taken with fomething like a Palfy, not being 
able to walk or ftand upright. She went to Bed, 
grew feverifh, and drank immenfely of Tar-water, 
a moderate Glafs every Quarter of an Hour, which 
fhe continued to drink the next Day in fmaller 
Quantity ; the Morning following, fle could turn 
eafily in her Bed, (which fhe could not do before) 
and her Fever and blunt Pain in her Back and Limbs 
left her, and the Day following fhe was quite reco- 
vered, 

264. A Man Servant had a pleuritic Stitch, 
which he concealed, and went about the Houle with 
it for two Days. After this he was violently ili, went 
to Bed in a Fever, and fpit Blood, Then he drank 
Tar-water plentifully, which threw him into a great 
Sweat ; being impatient under this Sweat, in order 
to cool and dry himfelf, he flung off his Shirt, and 
lay almoft naked, which had like to have kilied 
him. But Tar-water copioufly taken, recovered 
him intirely. Ihave had many Inflances of Perfons 
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recoved from pleurctic Fevers, without bleeding, 
or any Medicine whatfoever, by the fole copious 
conftant drinking of Tar-water warm, one Pint, or 
even a Quart inan Heur. They cannot drink too 
much in fuch Cafes; they will be fooner wel), and 
{trong without that Weaknefs, which attends thole 
copious Bleedings, which ruin a Conftitution, and 
entail chronical Diftafes. 

265. A Lawyer of my Acquaintance in Dudlin, 
and two young Ladies, have been cured of Fevers 
by the copious drinking of Tar-water only. 

266. I have had feveral Inftances communicated 
to me of Perfons of both Sexes, who have been 
cured of the Piles, fome by the bare drinking of 
Tar-water, others by fitting at the fame time on a 
Clofe-ftool filled with very hot ftrong Tar-water, 
which with anointing the Parts with the Oil fkum- 
med off from the Tar-water, foon healed the Sores, 
and removed the Diforder. 

267. In December 1744, a Prolapfus Uteri, &:. 
given over as incurable by the Surgeous, was per- 
te€tly cured by Tar-water. 

263. My Corzrefpondent informs me of two Perfons 
Given over, one ill of a Palfy at Bath, and the other 
of a Cancer at 2¢r&, who were both cured ina fhort 
time by Tar-water. 

269. A Gentleman’s Son in the County of Linze- 
rick, was cured of a {pitting of Blood by Tar-water, 

270. An Infant had a Cough from its Birth, and 
fhewed no Sign of Apprehenfion ; thofe who faw it, 
thoughe it could not live, or if it did, that ir would 
be tiupid; the Mother was advifed to give tie 
Chili Var-water, and to make the Nurfe drink it 
aio, which being done, the Child got rid of the 
Ceuzh, and came to its Apprehenfion, and is acw 
tively, 

271. A Gentleman writes in the following Words 
fom eclii know tome Initinces, where 

‘Lar- 
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Tar-water has done Wenders, particularly on a 
Lady, who has long had a Cancer in her Breaft, and 
fuffered greatly ; and by taking Tar-water, the only 
Thing fhe has found good from, is treed from Pain, 
aad ina fair Way of Recovery. 

272. A Gentleman in the County of Limerick, as 
J am informed, was cured by ‘Tar-water of an Im- 
pofthume in his Head, for which he had tried Waters, 
and confulted Phyficians in Exglend to no Purpofe. 

273. A Lady was cured of a Mcgrim and inve- 
terate Head-ach by Tar-water. Several other Per- 
fons have informed me, that they ufed to be tized 
with a Dizzinefs in their Heads on walking in the 
Streets, fo that they were obliged to catch hold of 
the Rails as they weat along to prevent falling; and 
that fince they took Tar-water, they have had no 
Uneafinefs of that Kind. 

274. I am well informed, that a Ship being 
bound from Poertedello to Femaica, and being de- 
tained long in the PaiTage, che Men on board were 
reduced to great Diltrefs from the Want of Water, 
which threw many of then into the bileous or ycl- 
Jow Fever, But to their great Comfort, a heavy 
Rain fell, which fer all their Hands to Work to catch 
all the Water they could ; and the Deck of the Ship 
and Cordage having been new dawbed with Tar to 
preierve them againit the Heat of the Climate, all 
the Water they got was impregnated with the Tar ; 
notwithftanding which, they drank plentifully of 
it, and it had this good Effe&, that all thofe who 
were ill of the bilkous Fever, and drank it, re- 
covered in a fhorit Time trom their Fevers, to 
the great Surprize of chem all, as it ts reckoned the 
mott fatal Diltemper in that Part of the World. 

75. A Bey had a Sore in his Leg, which Leg 
was slo infamed and hand; and being advifed to 
waih it with ‘Tar-water, and apply the Oil of Var, 
he was foon recovers:l. 

BK . 275.4 
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276. A Man of Youghall, was deaf for many 
Years, but by drinking Tar-water for fome Time, 
he is much improved in his Hearing, and though 
not quite cured, yet has Hopes of Relief by a longer 
Uke of it. Any Relief is an Advantage, and many 
Reliefs may at Ja(t come up to a Cure. 

277. A Gentleman who had a Pain in his right 
Side tor fifteen Years, confulted many Phyficians, 
and took a World of Drugs to no Purpofe 5 but on 
taking Tar-water, (and that but a very indifferent 
Sort) for five Weeks, found himfelf greatly relieved, 
At the fame time, it caufed a Pain a-crofs his Dia- 
phragm, and alfo in his other Side, which he judg- 
ed to bea Sign of the Efficacy of Tar-water in dif- 
lodging the peccant Humour, which being once fet 
a-float, may atterwards be eafily worked off. 

278. I have an Account of a remarkable Cure 
performed by Tar-water, on a Woman, who was 
given over. Her Diforder was owing to the Re- 
tention of the After-birth, by the unfkilful Manage- 
ment of the Midwife in her Delivery. The Cafe 
was attended with the worlt Symptoms, and account- 
ed defperate ; and when all other Things had failed, 
fome advifed Tzr-water, rather from not knowing 
what clf¢ to de, than from any Hopes of the Pa- 
tient’s Recovery ; the neverthelefs recovered by that 
Medicine, contrary to all .xpeétation. 

279. Margaret Mafterfon, a young Woman, who 
lives at Dottor /7y:21e’s Houle at [Tareld’s-crofs, neat 
Dublin, came to me the 21ft of Febrvery 1745, and 
gave me the following Account of the remarkable 

enefit fhe received by Tar-water in the Cure of an 
Ulcer in the Bladder. She informed me, that one 
Day in the Spring about five Years ago, fhe walked 
very fait from /éarold’s-crofs to Cruialin Church, 
which is about wo Miles, and being in 2 great 
Heat and Sweat, the fac on the cold Ground ia the 
Church. vand fer above half an Pour, which gave 
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her a great Cold, and threw her immediately into 
Diforders. She grew worfe every Day, having gre 
Pains in her Right-fide, and lower Parts of her Bel:y, 
her Pain was fo exquifite, that fometimes, for twenty 
Days together, fhe could not get the leaft Sleep; ihe 
loft her Flefh and Appetite, and was reluc.d toa 
Skeleton. She could not ftand upright, and v. alked 
double, nor could fhe bear any Carriage, every ‘Mlo- 
tion put her to the Rack, and fhe was forced to con- 
fine herfelf for the moft Part to her Bed, and, even 
there, was not able to ftir a Limb, when her Pains 
came upon her. Nothing that fhe took did her any 
Service. She was fent to Mercers Hofpital, where 
fhe ftayed three Months, without any Benefit, tho’ 
fhe had the Advice and Affiltance of feveral Phyfi- 
cians and Surgeons there, who for fome time thought 
fhe was troubled with a Stone, but they were all of 
Opinion afterwards, that fhe had an Ulcer in the 
Bladder. After fhe left the Hofpital, fhe was fali- 
vated, and took many Things by the Advice of 
Phyficians ; but nothing gave her any Relief or Eafe, 
and fhe was judged to be incurable. She continued 
in this miferable Condition a long Time, fhe had 
alfo a Sort of Diabetes or involuntary and almoft 
conftant Difcharge of Water. But in Summer 
1744, her Brother hearing that Tar-water had 
wrought many Cures, advifed her todrink it, which 
fhe did for two or three Months together. On the 
firft drinking of it, fhe found it agreed with her 
Stomach, and gave her fome Eafe; ina few Days, 
fhe received great Benefit, and mended daily, and in 
a few Weeks, all her Pains and other Ailments went 
off; the recovered her Appetite, Flefh and Reft, and 
got the Ufe of her Limbs, and walked as well as 
ever, to the great Surprize of the Surgeons, and 
others, who had her under their Care, and who 
thought fhe could never recover. She then laid afide 
Tar-water, thinking fhe had no farther Occafion 

for 
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for it, and has continued free from her Pains ever 
fince, except now and then fhe has fome T'witches 
on catching cold, which fhe imputes to her Difufe of 
Tar-water for cight or ten Months paft; but re- 
folves to take it again, to remove the Remains of 
her Ailments. I have obferved in feveral Inftances, 
that fome who had received great Benefit by Tar- 
water, laid it afide too foon, thinking themfelves 
quite recovered, before they were really fo, and that 
afterwards their Ailments returned upon them in 
fome fmall Degree, which they totally removed by 
perfifting longer in the Ufe of it. 

280. A ‘Vradefman in the Earl of Meath’s Li- 
berty, was in the Year 1744, greatly afficted with 
a Difcharge of bloody Urine, which was fometimes 
o violent, that what came from him appcared as 
clear Blood as any that comes froma Vein on bieed- 
ing; and this was attended with great Torture. He 
could not walk a Quarter of a Mile, but in great 
Pain, and he walted avay. He continued in this 
Condition feveral Months together, and took many 
Things fora Cure, without any Effeét ; but hearing 
of the great Good that Tar-water had dene in fe- 
veral Cafes, he drank it, and foon found Benefic 
from it, which encouraz2] him to continue the 
drinking of it, with fuch good Succefs, that he was 
foon perfeétly recovered of his Ailment. His Dif- 
charge of Blood ceafed, and he made his Water as 
clear as ever, without the leaft Colour or Tin@ture 
of Biood, and without any Pain, all the Parts being 
healed, and in February 1745, he continues very 
well, and attributes his Cure wholly to Tar-water. 

281. A Gentlewoman, who lives in the Country 
not far from Dudlin, was for many Years afflicted 
with a Cancer to her Brealt, which had been cet by 
Surgeon Dadés, but it till grew again, became hard, 
and was exceffively painful; ard norwithftanding 
the great Danger and Yorture that attends the Qpe- 
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ration, fhe refolved to undergo another Cutting to 
get rid of her conftant Pain, and came to Town for 
that Purpofe; but the Surgeon finding that fhe had 
got a freth great Cold, and aviolent Cough with it, 
he would not venture to cut her Breaft till her Cough 
was removed, and adviled her to go to the Country 
to be cured of her Cough. She was there perluaded 
to drink Tar-water on that Account, which fhe did 
with fuch Effect, that the foon got rid of her Cough; 
and finding that Tar-water agreed with her Stomach, 
and that it alfo made her Breaft eafier, fhe continued 
the drinking of it for a confiderable‘Time, by which 
Means her Breaft grew eafy and foft, and fhe mend- 
ed daily to her great Comfort and Surprize; and 
fhe got fo much Relief, that fhe laid afide the Wa- 
ter for fome time. In what State fhe now continues 
T am not informed. 


282. A Copy of a Letter from the Reverend Mr. 
Thomas Dawfon, of Tallow, in the County of 
Waterford, to Thomas Prior, E/q; dated February 
259 1745+ 
I take leave to fend you the two following Cafes, 

wherein, among feveral others in my Neighbour- 

hood, Tar-water has proved fuccefsful ; and as the 

Diforders therein. mentioned are common and often 

fatal, fo a Publication of the Cure of them may be 

of Service to Mankind, whofe general Good feems 
to ke the Defign and End of your Enquiries. 


283. The Cafe of irs. Guinane, Wife of John 
Guinane, of Taliow, iz the County of Waterford, 
Merchant. 

_ The faid Mrs. Gzinane, was violently feized with 

hyfteric Fits in the Year 1744, attended with 

Laughing, Crying, and frequent Swoonings, which 

continued for feveral Months, though Phyficians 

by various Medicines endeavoured to cure her of 
them. 
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them. She went to the Salt-water, and bathed 
therein, purfuant to their Advice, for a confiderable 
‘Time; but received very little Benefit thereby, -At 
laft fhe betook herfelf to the drinking of Tar- 
water, purfuanct to the Direétions of the Author of 
Siris, and by regularly and conftantly drinking the 
fame for about the Space of three Months, fhe per- 
feétly recovered her Health, and has been free from 
the faid hyfteric Fits ever fince, though fhe defpaired 
of being ever cured of them. 


284. The Cafe of Mr.Thomas Lowris, of Tailow, 
in the County of Waterford. 


The faid Mr. Lowris was in a deep Confump- 
tion for four or five Years, and fo greatly emaciated, 
and fo yellow, that all who faw him, feemed to 
defpair of his Life. About two Years ago, he be- 
gan to drink Tar-water, and having in a few Months 
received great Benefit thereby, he continued ever 
fince to drink the fame regularly, and: has perfectly 
recovered his Health and Complexion, to the great 
Surprize of all that knew him. 

285. A Gentleman near Caple-ftrect, informed 
me on the 22d of February 1745, that for feveral 
Years he ufed to be troubled with Fits, which gave 
him great Uneafinefs in his Stomach, and were at- 
tended with a violent Pain, which ran along the 
Bottom of his Belly, and fixed it {elf in his left Hip, 
with a great Inclination to puking. Thefe Pains 
continued for two or three Days, while the Fits 
Jafted. He thought his Ailment was a windy Co- 
lic; and accordingly he took many Things, but 
without any Benefit. He found that he grew worfe, 
and chat his Fits returned upon him more frequently 
and with more Violence. He ufed alfo to have 
Fits of the Gout in his Feet, without any great Vio- 
lence. But having read the Treatif: on Tar-water 
in April 1744, he refolved to drink it, and he had 

not 
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not taken it above three Weeks, before he had a 
fenfible Benefit, and, continuing to drink it, he ina 
little time after, to his great Surprize, difcharged two 
Stones near as big as Peas, and then, and not till 
then, he difcovered that his Diforder was the Stone 
and Gravel; upon which the Pain in the Bottom of 
his Belly went off, he got Eafe in his Stomach, and 
recovered his Appetite and Reft. He has fince 
voided Gravel at feveral Times, and of late, three 
fmaller Stones, which gave him Pain in their Paffage, 
and he does not doubt, but that he voided Gravel 
and fmall Stones formerly, without knowing it, 
when he had thofe violent Fits. But now that he 
knows what his Diforder is he can better guard 
againft it. Thefe Fits of the Gravel and Stone re- 
turn now and then upon him, and are likely to do 
fo, till they are all carried off; for which Purpofe, 
he finds Tar-water to be very ufeful. He affured 
me, that, fince he began to drink Tar-water, which 
he conftantly doth, he has not been confined one Day 
with the Gout. He has had fome T witches of it now 
and then, but they go off foon without Pain ; and 
as he has received fo much Benefit by Tar-water, 
he often recommends the Ufe of it to others, 

286. Iam informed, that aGentleman, who had 
gone through a Courfe of Stephens’s Medicines, 
took Tar-water, which he found more fuccefsful in 
the Gravel. ‘ 

287. Some Gentlemen, who, on catching the 
leaft Cold, ufed to be troubled with fore chopp’d 
Lips, which they could not heal or cure by any of 
the Salves prefcribed for them, were eafed of that 
Diforder by bathing their Lips with Tar-water, 
which foon healed them; and they who had fore 
and running Noftrils received the fame Benefit, b 
bathing them with the Water. Thefe flight In- 
ftances are mentioned, only to fhew the healing 
Quality of Tar-water: and it is alfo found by Ex- 

perience 
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perience that a Plaifter of Tar is a fafe and effectual 
Cure for Sores and Swellings in the Backs of Horfes. 
And now I am upon this Topick, I fhall beg Leave 
to mention that feveral Gentlemen informed me of, 
that they gave two or three Quarts of Tar-water a 
Day to fome of their Horfes which had great Colds 
and Diforders, and received no Benefit by the 
Drenches of Farriers, fo that they were afraid of 
lofing them, and the Effect was, that they foon re- 
covered, And perhaps it may be advifable in all 
Diftempers of Brute Creatures, where the Blood 
is corrupted, as in Glanders in Horfes, and in In- 
fections of the horned Cattle and Shtep, which are 
thought to be incurable, to give them Tar-water 
warm in plenty, as it is found by Experience in fo 
many Inftances to correct and fweeten the Blood and 
Juices of the Body, remove Obftructions, and in- 
vigorate the Spirits. At leaft ic may be proper te 
make Tryal when the Cafe is defperate. 

288. The Small-pox having proved very mortal 
laft Seafon, fome were advifed to give their Chil- 
dren Tar-water warm, and the Effect was, that they 
who drank it before they were feized with the Small- 
pox, generally had it favourably ; bur they who 
took it during the Time of the Sicknefs alfo, came 
off ftill better, there wasno Appearance of Danger, 
the Pock generally diftinét, little or no Sicknets, 
and no Marks left by it. Thefe Accounts I had 
from feveral Perfons of Credit, and in particular, 
that in and about Clonimell, the Small-pox was fo 
very fatal Jaft Summer, that above three Hundred: 
dyed of it, for the moft Part of the confluent Kind. 
Some were at Jaft advifed and prevailed upon to 
give their Children Tar-water warm, and in plenty, 
as Mr. Gordon, an cminent Brewer there, did to 
four or five of his Children, who all came off very 
well. This encouraged Mis. Powel to give it to 


three of her Cliskdren, who liad the like Succels, - 
ha 
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had it fo favourably, that they were hardly fick. 
Whereas others, who were treated in the common 
Way, were for the moft part carried off by the Ma- 
lignity of the Diftemper ; and I can’t hear, that any, 
who took Tar-water mifcarried. For which R eafon, 
many now fall into the Ufe of it with great Benefit, 
and do not apprehend fuch Danger from thar fatal 
Diftemper as formerly they did. Such is the Power 
and Efficacy of Tar-water in affwaging and curing 
Fevers and inflammatory Diforders. 

289. The Reverend Mr. Skeltcn, Minifter of 
Newry, made his Son about thirteen Years old, 
drink Tar-water, before he had the Small-pox, end 
when he was lately feized with it, he gave him a 
full Wine-glafs of it every two Hours, during the 
Time he was ill of the Diforder; by praétifing on 
him in this Manner, the Child was hardly fick, the 
Pock filled very well, and left no Marks. When 
Children are treated after this Manner in the Small- 
pox, and drink plentifully of the Water warm, they 
generally have it very favourably. 

290. Several Inftances have been communicated 
to me by Perfons of Credit, of wonderful and un- 
expected Cures performed by Tar-water in Difor- 
ders peculiar to the Female Sex at the Times of 
their Delivery; and alfo in provoking the Menfes 
in fome where they were wanted, and in reftraining 
them in others, when they became immoderate, But 
in thefe Cafes, Names are not to be publifhed. 

291. There are feveral Gentlewomen in this 
Town, whole Names I fhall forbear to mention, 
who, having been troubled with Rheumatic Pains, 
Oppreffion and Load in their Stomachs, ‘Wait of 
Appetite and Reft, Streightnefs in their Cheits, 
Cough, and {fcorbutical Diforders, were cured or 
greatly relieved by the Ufe of Var-water, thengh 
drauk but in fall Quantities, Several Géntlemen 
cf my Acquaintance were affected the famt ‘Way, 

and 
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and received the like Benefit. But it would be end- 
lefs to enumerate all of them, or to wait for more 
Cafes, which come every Day to our Knowledge. 
If any new remarkable Inftances fhould happen for 
the Future, of Cures performed by Tar-water, in 
any of the Diforders mentioned in this Narrative ; 
or if any Difcoverics fhould be made of it’s Succefs 
in other Diftempers ; it is to be hoped that they, 
who fhall receive the Benefit, will be fo good and 
grateful, as to communicate the Particulars of their 
Cafes, and that others will be found, who will give 
themfelves the Trouble to colleét and publifh them 
for the good of Mankind, with or without the 
Names of the Patients, as the Patients themfelves 
fhall defire. And this Requeft is defired not only 
in the Cafe of Tar-water, but of every other Medi- 
cine, which may have the fame good Effects. 

292. Having now fwelled this Narrative to a 
Size far beyond my firft Intentions, I fhall forbear 
troubling the Reader with any more Cafes. A 
great Number of others have been mentioned to me 
from Time to Time; but the Want of Leifure, or 
Opportunity of getting a particular Account from 
the Patients themfelves, who lived at a Diftance, 
and were Strangers to me, and the Shynefs of 
others in communicating their Ailments and Re- 
coverics, left their Names fhould be publifhed, 
(though I always declared that when I fhould publifh 
the Cafe of any one, I would forbear mentioning 
their Names if they defired it) for thefe Reafons, 
I negleéted to make a Collection of more Cafes ; 
and indeed, there was the lefs Occafion for doing 
fo, as every City and large Town in the Kingdom 
can furnifh many Inftances of great and unexpected 
Cures performed by Tar-water alone, which every 
one may be fatisfied of the Truth of, who will give 
himfelf the leaft Trouble of enquiring. Befides, as 


I was already furnifhed with a great Number of 
remark- 
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remarkable Cafes and Cures in fevcral Diftempers, 
I had the lefs Reafon to take Notice of others of the 
fame Kind. But as the Power and Efficacy of Tar- 
water, in curing many Diforders, is happ‘ly experien- 
ced by great Numbers, and ftands fufficiently con- 
firmed by the many authentic Inftances produced in 
this Narrative, which the World hath not been yet 
acquainted with, it would be a Prejudice to Mankind 
to defer any longer the Publication of them ; it being 
reafonable to expect, that others, in the like Diforders, 
may receive equal Benefit by the fame Means. Ic 
has often grieved me, to hear of feveral Perfons dy- 
ing of acute Diforders, which were fuddenly and 
effectually cured by Tar-water alone, as appears 
from feveral Inftances in this Narrative ; and it is 
probable, they might have received the fame Bene- 
fit, if the fame Medicine had been made ufe of ; at 
leaft, it was proper to try it, when the Cafe was 
defperate. For the Reafons aforetaid, it was high 
Time to publifh this Narrative, that every one may 
be fully apprized of the Power of this Water, and 
make tryal of it in parailel Cafs. 

293. The Gentlemen of the Faculty, who are 
Men of fuperior Skiil and Abilities, can and will, 
without Doubt, apply and improve thete Hints and 
Experiments. But though I am no Phyfician, yet 
I hope I may be allowed to relate Masters of Fact 
in this Narrative, and to give an hiftorical Account 
of the Effects of Tar-water, as they were communi- 
cated to me by Letters from the Patients themfelves, 
and in their own Word's, or from other Gentlemen, 
who had their Informations from the Patients, at 
the fame Time mentioning their Names and Places 
of Abode. I took from others the Particulars of 
their Cafes from their own Mouths, and for greater 
Exactnefs, read them over to them, when they were 
written down. I have mentioned fome Cales, where 


the Names of Perfons and Places are omitred ; buc 
L thefe 
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thefe Cafes I had from Gentlemen of Integrity and 
Credit, who affured me of the Truth of the Faéts, 
in the Letters which they fent me, at the Times 
the Cafes happened, and when every Circumftance 
was frefh in their Memories, which Letters are now 
in my Cuftody ; they were not willing to mention 
the Names of Patients, particulariy, of the Female 
Sex, without their Confent, which could hardly be 
obtained. But I have not the Jeaft Reafon to 
doubt of the Truth of the Faéts, which are fo well 
atte(ted. But if any Perfon fhould be defirous to 
know the Names, or Places of Abode, of any of the 
Patients, whofe Names are omitted, I fhall, for their 
private Satisfaétion, gratify them in that Particu- 
dar, 

294. Having clefed my Regifter of Cafes, I fhall 
beg Leave to make fome Remarks, which occurred 
to me from reading thofe Cafes, and from the Ob- 
fervations of my Correfpondents. 

I. Ic muft be Matter of Surprife, to find, that in 
the Space of one Year and an half, fuch a Number 
and Varicty of Diftempers have been cured, or great- 
ly relieved by this one Medicine. Thoufands have 
received Benctit, and daily do receive Benefit in 
England, Ireland, Holland, France, Portugal, and 
Germany, by the Ufe of Tar-water. The Letters 
fent to me fignify the fame ; the leaft Enquiry may 
fatisfy others of the Truth thereof ; this Narrative 
fhews it, and the Index hereunto annexed points 
out the various Sorts of Ailments, wherein it has 
proved fuccefsful. The Treatife on Tar-water, 
called Siris, has been tranflated into the French, Low 
Dutch, German and Portuguese Languages, and Ex- 
tracts thereof have been publifhed in the Maga- 
zines. By fo general a Publication, the Ufe of Tar- 
water, as a Medicine, came to be univerfally known, 
ard being ftrongly recommended by the Author, 
from his own Experience, for the Cure of feveral Di- 
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{tempers, many were induced to make Trial of it, 
and found immediate Relief: This encouraged o- 
thers to make Ufe of it alfo, and they received the 
fame Benefit thereby. And fuch was the growing 
Credit of this Medicine, that feveral, who had been 
long afflicted with grievous Ailments, without re- 
ceiving any Relief by the Prefcriptions of Phyficians, 
though they never heard that Tar-water was made 
ufe of in the like Diforders, yet were willing to try, 
and foon found a wonderful and unexpeéted Relief. 
Some who had taken Tar-water for one Diforder, 
were at the fame time affected with another, and 
both were removed by this powerful Medicine. 
Some of the Virtues of Tar-water were thus acci- 
dentally difcovered, and by many fubfequent Trials, 
on others, fully confirmed. 

295. The happy Difcovery of the Efficacy of 
Tar-water, in curing moft Kinds of Fevers and 
Pleurifies, is a Thing of fingular and moft exten- 
five Benefit to Mankind, and confirmed by fo many 
Trials, that they who are acquainted with this Prac- 
tice, think themfelves in little Danger from Fevers ; 
and it is found, by Experience, that the Jarger the 
Quantity of Tar-water that is taken in Fevers by 
the Patient, the fooner he recovers. If he takes 
but two or three Quarts a Day, the Fever may laft 
four or five Days; but if four, five, or fix Quarts, or 
more, be drank warm in twenty-four Hours, they 
often find the Fever quite carried off in a Day or 
two. And what is very remarkable, there is no 
Inftance of Danger or Harm done by any Quantity 
taken ; on the contrary, Patients in Fevers are in 
higher animal Spirits, the more they drink, the 
Water paffing through their Bodies by Urine or 
Perfpiration, as faft as it is taken in, and thereby 
carrying off the noxious Humours, and Ve:o:m of 
the Diftemper the feoner. The Patients at the fame 
Time get found Sleep, ss a better Appciice chan 
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is ufual in Fevers. My Correfpondents farther af- 
fure me, that they never knew an Inftance where 
warm Tar-water was given betimes in a Fever, and 
in due Quantity, that it failed of Succefs, Ic is 
judged, that the greater Part of grown People, who 
die in their Beds, die of fome Kind of Fever or o- 
ther: Therefore, if Refpeét were only had to this 
one Article of Fevers, wherein Tar-water is fo fuc- 
cefsful, it would feem to follow, that nothing is 
more beneficial to the Life of Man, or that would 
fave more Lives, than this Water duly prepared 
and taken. 

296. JI. The next Obfervation I hall make is, 
on the Variety of Diftempers cured by Tar-water, 
and even fuch as are oppofite in their Natures. 
This has been judged to be impoffible by fome, who 
have decried the Ufe of Tar-water: Though Fact 
and Experience, the fureft Guides for knowing the 
Force of any Medicine, are entirely againft them ; 
not only in the Cafe of Tar-water, but of feveral 
other Medicines, which frequently produce con- 
trary Effects in different Conftitutions, and fome- 
times different Effects in the fame Conftitution. 
Some who firft wrote and fpoke againft Tar-water, 
at the fame Time frankly owned, that they had ne- 
ver made any trial of it. How then could they 
form any Judgment of the good or bad Qualities of 
it, or expect that others fhould be fwayed by their 
Opinions, when no Way fupported by Experiment, 
the only fure Rule to go by ? A Gentleman of the 
Faculty, one Day, afked me, if Tar-water was a 
Panacea, or a Cure for all Diftempers. I told him, 
that I thought no Body could anfwer that Queftion, 
but a Perfon who had tried it in all Diftempers, and 
in Variety of Cafes of every Diftemper, which I had 
not done, and I believe no Body living had yet 
done ; and that until Trial had been made, no 
Judgment could be formed in what Cafes it was 

good 
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or not. I then defired leave to afk him the 
following Queftion, In what Diforder Tar-water 
was not good? this I faid, becaufe I was amply 
furnifhed with many Inftances of Cures performed 
by Tar-water in all the common Diftempers in Dub- 
lin, to which I could refer him for his Satisfaction, 
if he fhould mention any of them: but after confi- 
dering fome time, he afked me, if it was good for 
the Stone? I anfwered, that I had not yet heard thac 
it was made Ufe of for the Stone, but that I could 
give him many Inftances, where it was of great Ufe 
in the Gravel, and I thought what was good for the 
Gravel, might alfo be good for the Storie. But that 
in al] thefe Cafes, nothing but Experience and un- 
doubted Faéts can or ought to determine our Opini- 
ons. Some who were offended to find Tar-water 
recommended for fo many different Diftempers, for 
that very Reafon were for expicding it, as of no 
Ufe in any Cafe whatfoever; without confidering 
that whatever correéts and fweetens the Biood, 
mends the Stomach and removes Odftructions, us 
Tar. water manifeftly doth, muft be of Ule in ail 
Diftempers, and thereby affift Nature to make a 
perfect Cure. The univerfal Medicine as well as 
the Philofophers-ftone have been always treated as 
vain Attempts: But if the former be poffible in Na- 
ture, no Medicine feems to bid fo fair for that Cha- 
racter as Tar-water: but without making any Pre- 
tenfions to fuch an extraordinary Prerogative, I fhail 
only obferve, that it is happy for the World to be 
poffeffed of a Medicine that has done and daily doth 
great Service in fo many different Maladies, without 
repining, that it cannot do the fame in all. 

297. II. The third Remark I fhali make, 1s oa 
the Safety of this Medicine. Some Phyficiaas ad- 
vife and prefcribe it. Others fay, that it is good in 
many Cafes, and that they do not find it do Hari 
in any. Some fay, thatit is neither good ner b:.., 
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while others fuggett, that it is dangerous in inflam- 
matory Cafes, ty an over-heating Quality: But'the 
contrary thereof is maniivit, from its curing Fevers, 
Pleurifies, Small-pox, and other inflammatory Dif- 
orders, ina fhorte Space of Time; aad it is fo far 
from increafing Inflammations, that it wonderfully 
affuages them. Some Patients, on drinking Tar- 
water, were immediately feized with a Vomiting, 
which much alarmed them ; but they foon found 
that Tar-water, by thus Gifcharging a great deal of 
foul Stuff out of their Stomachs, gave them imme- 
diate Relief, and: the Vomiting foon atter ftopped. 
Others had a Purging for a Day or two, on taking 
Tar-water,which they alfo did net like; bar the Pur- 
ging foon ceafed, when it carried off the peccant Hu- 
mours, and they reccived great Benefit by the Opera- 
tion. Some Patients, who were troubled with violent 
{corbutical Diforders, Mruptions, Itch, Blotches, run- 
ning Sores, found, on the drinking Tar-water a few 
Days, that treir Sores, Itchings, and Eruptions grew 
more troublefeme, and increaled on the Surface of 
their Bodies, in greater Quantity and Violence, and 
then thought Tar-water did them Harm; fome were 
fo imprudent as to ftop drinking the Water, when it 
was doing them all the Good imaginable, by driving 
from the Blood all the noxious Fumours to the Sur- 
face of the Body; while others, who perfifted in 
drinking, foon found the Scurvy, Eruptions, and 
other Blotches on their Bodies, die away and heal, 
to their great Relief. Some, on whom Tar-water 
works by Perfpiration, found that it made them 
Coftive, and heated them ; upon this, they laid ir 
afide; others, who in the hke Cale perfitted in 
drinking it, foon found, that, after the Tar-water 
had done its Work by Perfpiration, they returned to 
their natural State, and got the Relief they expeét- 
ed. Nature does not work rwo different Ways at 
tne fame ‘Time ; if it works by Srool, Perfpiration 
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ceafes for the Time; if by Perfpiration, then the 
other ftops. If both thofe Channels are ftop- 
ped, there is no Way left for Nature to difcharge 
the vitiated Humors, but by Urine: And this is 
the way that Tar-water generaily operates. Thefe 
are for the moft Part the Cafes, wherein Taz-water 
has been imagined to do Harm. But it is hard, 
that Tar-water fhould be charged with doing Hurt 
in fuch Cafes, when it was doing the greatett Ser- 
vice to the Patients. It is true, that very bad Tar 
and Tar-water have often been made Ufe of, and as 
true, that feveral Perfons at the Time they drank 
Tar-water, indulged themfelvesin the Ufe of itrong 
Liquors, and Spirits; and therefore, it is no Won- 
der, if they did not receive the Benefit that other- 
wife they might have got. On the whole, I do 
not find any Inftance, where Tar-water ever did 
any real Harm, which cannot be faid of any other 
Medicine. 

298. IV. Chronical Diforders, wherein the whole 
Mafs of Blood and Juices of the Body have been 
long vitiated, require a Length of Time and Pati- 
ence to effect a Cure; and if they be very grievous, 
the Quantity of Tar-water to be taken in fuch 
Cafes fhould be encreafed from a Pint to a Quart a 
Day, beginning wich a Noggin or a Quarter of a 
Pint, to find how it agrees with the Stomach ; aiid 
fo continuing to drink ir often in fmall Quantitics ; 
it being found by Experience, that the more the Pa- 
tients drink in fuch Cafes, the fooner they recover. 

299. Scurvies make a great Part of the Ailments 
of People, in this Part of the World, and yct we 
iind by the maay Inftances produced in this Naria- 
tive that che worft kinds of them, attended wa.th 
running Sores, Blotches, Scruff, &c. were perfectly 
cured by Tar-water, which heals up all the Sores, 
and in fome Meafure, embalms {corbutic Bodies 


alive, 
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300. The fame Succefs has attended internal 
Ulcers in the Bladder, Lungs, urinary Paffages, 
venereal Taints, and in Ulcers on the outward Parts 
of the Body, owing to the healing Quality of Tar- 
water, Even the King’s Evil, and other fcrophu- 
Jous Diforders, which are commonly reckoned incu- 
rable, have yielded to the Power of this Water, as 
may be feen by feveral Cales in this Collection 5 in- 
fomuch, that we have Reafon to believe, that any 
King’s Evil may be cured by Tar-water; having 
never heard that it failed of Succefs, when regular- 
ly and plentifully taken, and efpecially when at the 
fame Time the Sores were ancinied with the Oil 
fkimmed from the ‘Tar-water. 

got. Scald Head, inveterate Itch, and even Can- 
cers, have yielded to the healing Quality of Tar- 
water, 

go2. Though nervous Cafes require a long time 
to perfect a Cure, yer we find that Hyfterics, Fits, 
and Palfies have been cured by Tar-water alone. Mr, 
Hanning’s Daughter mentioned in the Coileétion, 
who was feizel with a Palfy, fo that fhe could 
neither fpcak nor move a Limb in Nevember lalt, 
is now in Merch tullowing, briik and lively, and 
perfeétly well, notwithftanding the Severity of the 
Weather. And [ am informed, that a Woman, 
who was troubied with Fits ier above a Twelve- 
month, which often. returned, and canted her to 
lye fpecchlefs and fenfelefs a long Time together, 
being advifed to take Tar-water, a Quart a Dey 3 
on doing fo, fhe had bur one Fit in coree Weeks 
paft, and that occafioned by a Fright. I know of 
others, who having been Jung troubled with Fits, 
have had no Return of them fines they began to 
Crink Tar-water. Ti is adviled in fuch Cates, to 
give te ficely and beuliy. 

303. Many Inftances are predeccd of Perfons 
who have been cured er gieaily reileved of Dilor- 
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ders in the Bowels, Colics, Megrims, inveterate 
Head-achs, Agues, Rheumatifms, exceffive Thirft, 
and fixed Pains in fome Parts of the Body. Others, 
who were tortured with exceffive Pains, on taking 
Tar-water, unexpectedly difcovered that their Ail- 
ment was owing to the Stone and Gravel, in dif- 
charging which, they found Tar-water to be very 
ufeful. 

304. Many who laboured under a Lownefs of Spi- 
rits, Diforders in their Stomachs, want of Appetite 
and Sleep, found thofe Diforders carried off by the 
Ufe of Tar-water. 

305. Many are the Inftances of thofe who being 
long afflicted with Afthmas, Shortnefs of Breath, 
and Difficulty of Breathing, violent Coughs, Wheez- 
ing, Stuffings and Decays, fore Throats and Squin- 
ancy, have been either entirely cured, or greatly re- 
lieved by Tar-water. 

306. As to the Gout, the Difeafe cf the Rich, 
we find that fome, greatly aficted with that Dif- 
order, by the conftant and regular Ufe of Tar-wa- 
ter, have had no Return of their Fits fince they be- 
gan to drink the Water; occafioned by a kindly 
Perfpiration in their Limbs, which they never had 
before, and which recovered the Ufe of them, and 
removed all their Pains. Others, on drinking the 
Water, found the fame Benefit; but by laying afide 
the Ufe of it too foon, their Fits returned upon 
them, though later than ufual, yet with this Ad- 
vantage, that they were not fo violent nor lafting. 
Others grown in Years and much enfecbled with the 
Gout, though they got Spirits, Appetite, and Reft, 
and fome Relaxation of their Pains by the Ufe of 
Tar-water, yet, as this Liquor was not to their Tafte, 
they either difcontinued the Ufe of it, or took it in 
fuch fmall Quantities, that the Weaknefs in their 
Limbs ftill continued, and their Fits returned on 
Change of Weatiicr, or on catching Cold. And 

now 
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now we find by Experience, that the fureft Way of 
dealing with the Gout, is not only to drink the Wa- 
ter betore and after the Fit, but during the whole 
Time of the Fit, and chat in the Quantity of a Quart 
a Day, warm, which gives fuch a Difcharge by Per- 
fpiration or Urine, as relieves Nature and removes 
the Pains. But if Gentlemen will continue in the 
Ule of {trong Liquors, and high Feeding, it mutt 
be prefumed, that the fame Caufe will ftill produce 
the tame Effects. 

307. Asto the Small-pox, with which nine 
Parts in ten of ali People are feized in one Part or 
other of their Lives in this part of the World, I 
fhall only obferve, that the great Number of Ne- 
groes cured on the Coaft of Guinea of the Small- 
pox by Tar-water as mentioned in this Narrative, 
and many others who have been cured in this King- 
dom the latter End of laft Seafon, when it was fo 
rife and mortal, by the fame Means, evidently thew, 
that Tar-water is a fovereign, fafe, and efficacious 
Medicine for the Cure of this fatal Diftemper, by 
giving it warm, and in Plenty both before, and in 
the whole Time of the IllnefS. And I do not doubr, 
but that others, who will put it in Practice, will 
find the fame furprizing Succefs. 

308. But the greateft and moft ufeful Difcovery 
of this, or perhaps any other Age, is that of Tar- 
waters curing fo fuddenly and effectually, all Sorts 
of Fevers, Pleurifies, and inflammatory Diftempers, 
whereby two Thirds of Mankind are carried off be- 
fore their natural Time. Thefe Maladies deftroy 
more of the human Species, than all the Artillery 
great and fmall in the World can do, and yet are 
themfelves eafily fubdued by Tar-water. 

This late Difcovery of the Virtues of Tar-water 
ftands fo confirmed by the authentic Proofs menti- 
oned in the Narrative, that no body can doubt the 
Truth thereof, who deth not at the fame Time de- 
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ny Faés, which are fo many, and fo well attcfted. 
But this may be put on a fhort Iffue, it is in the 
Power of any one, and every one is concerned in 
the Event to make a fair Tryal of the Truth or 
Falfhood of this Difcovery, and fee whether Tar- 
water taken in due Time and Quantity, before the 
Fever has utterly deftroyed the Crafis and Conftitu- 
tion of the Blood, will not entirely fubdue and 
carry off the Fever in a few Days, of any kind 
whatever. 

309. But then to give Tar-water fair Play, the 
following Caution fhould be obferved, which has 
been found neceffary in many Inftances, viz. That 
the Water be good in its kind, that it be admini- 
ftered to the Patient lying in Bed, in the Beginning 
of the Fever, and that warm, in the Quantity of 
half a Pint or more every half Hour, according 
to the Age and Strength of the Perfon, till the Pa- 
tient takes fix orcight Quarts in the Space of twen- 
ty four Hours; and that no other Medicine be ta- 
ken with it; that Care be taken againft catching 
Cold; that when the Fever abates, no Nourifhment 
be given but what is very light, and cooling; and 
that when the Fever is gone, the Patient keep his 
Bed a Day or two longer, free from Noifeand Peo- 
ple’s talking, to prevent a Relapfe. It is found by 
Experience in many Inftances, that Patients in Fe- 
vers cannot drink too much Tar-water, there is no 
Danger from Excefs, the more they drink the fooner 
they are cured; it hath been often obferved, that 
the Heat and Thirft they have on fuch Occafions fo 
reconciles the Water to them, that they can drink a 
great Quantity without difguft; they have general- 
ly a great flow of Spirits during the whole Time 
they drink, get Intervals of Sleep, and when the 
Fever abates, they have commonly keen Appetites, 
which ought not to be indulged too foon or too 
much, it is amazing to fee with what Speed and 
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Succefs Tar-water taken copioufly, as above-men- 
tioned, cures the moft violent Pleurifies, without 
Blifters or Medicines, and without bleeding, which 
in the common Prattice is exceffive. It is faid, the 
Jate Honourable Mr. Hamilton, Collector at Cork, 
had 150 Ounces taken from him in a pleuretic Dif- 
temper of which he died, It is proper to repeat and 
inculcate the Advantage of being cured by a Cor- 
dial, rather than by Evacuations, which at beft often 
Jeave a Patient weak and languifhing for Years to- 
gether. Nothing is fo dangerous as neglecting the 
Beginnings of Fevers. Principiis obfta, is a good 
Maxim with Refpect to the natural as well as poli- 
tical Body : Some People are apt to hold out as long 
as they can, and go abroad with Fevers upon them ; 
By thus expofing themfelves, they inflame their 
Diforders, and render them very dangerous, The 
beft Courfe to take in fuch Cafes, is to go to Bed 
and drink Tar-water. The Efficacy of Tar-water 
in curing Fevers, evidently fhews, that it is not of 
an inflaming or heating Nature. And yet fome 
have thought themfelves heated by Tar-water, who 
at the fame Time drank too frecly of ftrong Liquors. 
And I am credibly informed, that fome noted 
Drinkers of Whifky complained that Tar-water 
gave them the Megrim, a Diforder which in others, 
it is known to have cured. If therefore any one 
complains of being heated by Tar-water, let it be 
enquired at the fame Time, whether he doth nor 
indulge himfelf in the Ufe of fermented or diftilled 
Liquors, 

310. Some People cannot comprehend, that a 
Medicine, which in flow gradual Courfe removes 
chronical Difeafes, fhould be proper in acute Cafes 
which require Difpatch. But nothing hinders, why 
the fame Medicine, which drank daily in {mall 
Quantities proves a leifurely Cure for chronical Ills, 
may not alio, if drank copioufly, and in very large 
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Quantities, prove a fpeedy Cure for acute Cafes, 
fuch as all Kinds of Fevers, 
311. Having thus recapitulated feveral Maladies 
in which Tar-water has been found fuccefsful, I 
fhall beg Leave to recommend the Ufe of it in a 
particular Manner to feafaring Men, who are fo 
ufeful to every trading Nation, and whofe Lives 
ought therefore to be preferved with the utmoft 
Care. They are fubjeét to many Diftempers, be- 
fides thofe common to other Men at Land, which 
they contract at Sea, by the Change and Inclemen- 
cy of the Weather in long Voyages, by the Heat or 
Cold of the Climate, by great Fatigues, falt Provi- 
fions, clofe fuffocating Air in the Ships, &c. which 
produce Fevers, Calentures, Scurvies of feveral 
Kinds, Ulcers, running Sores, Loofenefs of their 
Teeth, and many other Diforders, for which they 
commonly have little or no Provifion of Medicines 
or Accommodation, or any Perfon on board of Skill 
to affift them, by which Means great Numbers of 
them perifh miferably. Now as 1t is found by Ex- 
perience, that Tar-water cures thofe Diforders, it is 
recommended, that inevery Ship, Provifion be made 
of feveral Barrels of good Tar, and that a Veffel of 
Tar-water be always prepared to be given in Plenty 
to fuch of the Crew, who happen to labour under 
any of thofe Diftempers; by which Means, the 
Lives of ‘Thoufands may be faved. Spruce-Beer, 
which is a great Antifcorbutic, and a-kin to Tar- 
water, would alfo be very ufeful in Sea Voyages. 
312. Since Tar-water is fo fate and cheapa Medi- 
cine, and found by Experience to cure many chro- 
nical Diftempers as well as flight Diforders, ic is 
recommended to provide Tar and Tar-water in every 
Hofpital, Infirmary, and Work-houfe; and that a 
Barrel of Tar-water be always at hand for every 
one to repair to, who may be afflicted with fuch 
Maladies, to drink thereof, as much, and as often 
as 
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as there is Occafion. By thefe Means, the Lives 
of Numbers may be faved, and the Patients either 
cured or greatly relieved. From many Tryals of 
the good Effects of this Medicine, we find that the 
Ufe of Tar-water is introduced into the Hofpitals at 
Lifbon, with great Advantage. We have many In- 
ftances in this Narrative of People, who were kept 
a long Time in the Infirmaries, in Order to be cured, 
and were afterwards tnrned out as Incurable, and 
yet thofe very People, were in fome Time after per- 
feétly recovered by T/ar-water, to the Surprize of 
thofe who had them under their Care before. Be- 
fides, this Method would fave great Sums to the 
Hofpitals in the Expence for Medicines. And as 
all Hofpitals and Infirmaries are fupported at the 
Charge of the Public or by private Donations and 
voluntary Contributions, it fhould be the Bufinefs 
of thofe concerned in the Government of them, to 
leffen the Expence as much as poffible, confiftent 
with the Health and. Lives of the Patients. And I 
am inclined to believe, that many of thofe who are 
lodged in Guy’s and other Hofpitals as Incurables, 
may be cured or greatly relieved by Tar-water, and 
fo make room for others to be admitted. Whereas 
at prefent, little Care is taken of their Recovery, as 
being deemed incurable, and they ftay there only 
to fpend a wretched Life. Though it is believed 
that fome of them would be forry to be cured, and 
thereby be obliged to leave the Hofpital, where 
they live in tolerable Eafe, to get a Livelihood a- 
broad by their own Labour. This deferves the 
Attention of the Public. 

“313. It is recommended to all Gentlemen who 
live in the Country and Market-towns, that in Com- 
paffion for their poor Tenants, Neighbours and 
Servants, they will be fo good and humane, as to 
provide Quantities of Tar, and make Tar-water 


thereof, and diftribute the fame liberally to fuch as 
wane 
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want it, and are deftitute of all Means, which 
are proper to cure them of the Diforders they are 
frequently afflicted with. 

314. The Ufe of Tar-water is alfo recommend- 
ed to fedentary Perfons, which by its diuretic Qua- 
lity, greatly prevents Head-ach, Bloating, Dropfy, 
Stone and Gravel, which fedentary People are fub- 
ject to from the want of Exercife. 

315. V. In all odd and new Cafes, where People 
are at a Jofs what to do, and even in defperate Cafes 
where Patients are given over, and no Hopes left, 
it is recommended to try Tar-water, which has 
been found in feveral Inftances to recover Patients 
from the Brink of Death. 

316. I have an Account, that Tar-water is in 
great Vogue at Paris, notwithftanding the En- 
deavours of fome interefted Perfons againft it. An 
Jrifo Phyfician prefcribes it to his French Patients 
with great Succefs, and has got into good Bufinefs 
thereby. 

Since I have mentioned foreign Practice, 
it comes into my Thoughts to infert the Teftimo- 
ny or Arteftation of two foreign Phyficians, againft 
the Notion of an inflaming Heat in Tar-water, en- 
tertained by fome among us who would decry that 
Medicine. Doéttor De Linden a German Phyfician 
now in London, wrote a Letter about fix Months 
ago, from which are taken the following Extracts, 
Ic feems that learned Foreigner had mittaken the 
Senfe of Siris, as attributing fuch Heat to Tar- 
water, which Opinion both he and his foreign 
Correfpondent, fet themfelves to refute. J myj/elf 
(faith Doétor De Linden) bave drank about twenty 
five Gallons of Tar-water conftantly every twenty-four 
Hours three Pints, and that of the Colour of Spanith 
Wine, and I never found any Effect that «we may call 
a phyfical Heat in the Blood, notwithflanding that Iam 


ofa very fanguine Temperament, and the leafi Thing can 
cecalion 
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cccafion in me an Inflammation. We adds, I would 
not bave taken the Freedom to acquaint you with this 
if I bad not in this Point been attacked by the firft 
Phyfician to a certain great crowned Head in Ger- 
many, aud Prefident of a moft illuftrious Collegium 
Medicum: After which, Doétor De Linden, fets 
down Part of this Correfpondent’s Letter, contain- 
ing the following Words: I am glad we have got 
into our Faculty a Reverend Divine, but I am fill 
more pleafed with bis Difcovery; and I agree in every 
Thing with bim, becaufe I have experienced Tar- 
water myfelf ; but there is one Error committed, He 
then proceeds to refute the Error, fuppofed to be in 
Siris, viz. that Ter-water is Heating. After which, 
he fubjoins thefe Words: Jn Reality, Tar-water is 
of fuch a mild Nature, that it never can inflame, nor 
create an Inflammation inthe Blood. I agree with every 
Thing elfe, and bleffed Thanks be to the Bifbop for bis 
valuable Difcovery. \t is probable, Foreigners might 
miltake warming for heating, and fo conceive that 
when Tar-water was faid in Siris to warm, it was 
underftood to heat. But certain it is, that in many 
Parts of that Treatife, all inflaming Heat is exprefs- 
ly denied to be in Tar-water. Thus in the feventy- 
fourth Se€tion it is faid; The Salts, the Spirits, the 
Heat of Tar water, are of a Temperature congenial 
to the Nature of Man, which receives from it a 
kindly Warmth, but no inflaming Heat. And in the 
following Seétion, Tar-water 1s affirmed to be /o 
far from increafing a feverify Inflammation, that it is 
on the contrary, a moft ready Means te allay end ex- 
singuifo it. There are fo many other Paflages to 
the fame Effect, throughout the whole Book of 
Siris, that it would be endlefs, as well as needlefs to 
enumerate them. 

318. I fhould not omit to take Notice, that fe- 
veral Ladies, who had received great Benetit by 
Tar-water, at the fame Time recovered their Com- 
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pléxions and Bloom, and that others, who had 
iqueamifh Stomachs, and could not bear to take 
Tar-water in the Morning before Breakfaft, yet 
found it to agree well with them an Hour or two 
after eating. An old Lady has been greatly re- 
lieved by drinking conftantly every Day, no more 
than one Wine-glafs in the Morning. 

319. A great Deal depends on the Goodnefs of 
Tar-water. Tar being looked upon as a Naval 
Store, could not be imported without Rifque and 
Difficulty in time of War: Hence for fome time no. 
Tar could be got that was fit for making Tar- 
water; fome was adulterated with the Mixture of 
other Stuff, and Retailers frequently fold for frefh 
Tar, that which had been formerly ufed. By thefe 
Means feveral have been difappointed and abufed by 
bad Tar-water; fuch Tar-water, as is of a brown 
Colour or fweetifh flat Tafte, is bad, but they who 
have once drank good Tar-water, can eafily diftin- 
guifh the bad, which has no Spirit. Liquid Tar, 
which is the firft running from the Billets, from 
whence the Tar-flows by {mothering Heat of Fire, 
is generally the beft. And yet no certain Judg- 
ment can be formed of the Goodnefs of Tar, by the 
Colour or Confiftence, till Trial be made, by 
making Tar-water of it, When a Veffel of Tar 
has ftood long on an End, a Sediment often falls to 
the Bottom, which Sediment fhould not be made 
Ufe of for Tar-water. 

320. The adding artificial Helps to plain fimple 
Remedies, often difturbs their Operation, and render 
thofe Medicines ineffectual: I have an Account of 
two Cafes, where the Phyficians prefcribed the Bark 
with Tar-water: But the Patients found not the 
Benefit, till they took Tar-water atone, Some have 
put a Drop of the Oil of Nutmegs to a Glafs of 
Tar-water, which made it more palatable ; others 
have added a {mall ee Mead, White-wine, 

M or 
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or Cyder, which made the Draught more agreeable ; 
but it were better no Spirits fhould be taken with it, 
or any Thing elfe that might weaken the Vertue of 
the Water, and it is therefore more advifeable to take 
it pure, and a little Ufe will reconcile it to the Palate. 

Fir-trees grow naturaily in moft Parts of the 
World, in hot Countries as well as cold, but chiefly 
in the mountainous Parts of both. After this Man- 
ner, Providence furnifhes in great Plenty, the Means 
of preferving Health and Life by the fimpleft Me- 
slicines. 

321. It is proper to warn thofe who expect the 
whole Benefit of Tar-water, to be very temperate in 
the Ufe of ftrong Liquors fermented or diftilled. 
They weaken and fruftrate the Powers of Tar-water, 
which of itfelf is a fufficient Cordial. It has a 
great Effect upon the Nerves and Spirits, animates 
the Heart without difordering the Brain, and is an 
Antidote againft Cold, Fatigue, and Thirft. That 
is certainly the beft Cordial which encreafes the ani- 
mal Spirits, without inflaming the Blood, or difturb- 
ing the Nerves, as all inebriating Liquors never fail 
todo. If this be the Effe&t of Tar-water, as I am 
affured it is, it may be of Ufe in our Armies and 
Fleets. 

322. I have no View in giving myfelf this 
Trouble, but to promote the good of Mankind, 
without any Defire to incroach on the Province of 
Others. They who railed and argued againft Tar- 
water on the firft Publication of Siris, infifted that 
particular Cafes, with all their Circumftances, fhould 
havésbeen exhibited to the Publick, that they might 
examine into the Truth of the Cafes, and be better 
able to judge of the Effects of this Water. The 
Mames of Perfons, who were alledged as Inftances 
of the Vertues thereof, were not mentioned in Siris. 
On this Omiffion they triumphed, and treated the 
Whole with Ridicule. But this Narrative fuffici- 

ently 
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ently fupplics that Defect, and is the beft Anfwer to 
all their Obje&tions, Such a Number of Cafes fo 
fully defcribed and attefted, muft be the beft Refu- 
tation of all their Railleries and Reafonings, which 
are directly againft Matter of Fact, the only fafe 
Rule to judge by. 

323. Itis very probable, that I fhall be judged, 
and even condemned by fome, for being fo fanguine, 
and fo greatly prepoffeffed in Favour of Tar-water. 
Town | am, but it is for the beft Reafon in the 
World. I am fully convinced of the Efficacy of 
Tar-water in curing a great Number of Diftempers 
of the moft grievous and dangerous Kinds, by the 
many Inftances, Cafes, and Matters of Fact, pro- 
duced in this Narrative, and communicated to me 
from time to time, by a great Number of Gentle- 
men and others of good Credit and Integrity from 
all Parts; who had no other View in fo doing, than 
that others might receive the fame Benefit they 
had obtained themfelves. And all this fo well at- 
tefted, that I have not the leaft doubt of the Truth 
thereof. If there are any, who have any Doubts, 
they may repair to the Patients themfelves, whofe 
Names and Places of Abode, are herein mentioned 
for that very Purpofe, and be fully fatisfied of the 
Truth ofall, or any of the Cafes herein related. I 
have recommended Tar-water myfelf to many ; fe- 
veral of them were perfectly cured of their Diforders 5 
hardly one that did not receive Benefit, and none 
that got Harm by it, What greater Proof can be 
given of the Truth or Certainty of any Matter of 
act? Or what better Criterion or Rule can be 
chofen for determining the Ufe or Power of any 
Medicine, than many and frequent Trials and Ex- 
periments, well attefted and vouched, and open to 
all the World ? Such Proofs and Evidences are pro- 
duced in behalf of Tar-water. Some few Inftances 
of Cures wrought by Tar-water, being communicat- 
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ed to me in the Beginning, induced me to make 
farther Inquiries into the Effects of it; the more I 
enquired, the more I was fatisfied of the extraordinary 
Vertues of Tar-water: And found many as ready 
to communicate their Cafes, as I was to receive 
them. From thefe Informations, this Narrative has 
been formed, and has fwelled to the Size the Reader 
fees itin. I had promifed to publifh fuch Cafes as 
occurred to me; they who fent them, as well as 
others, expected it from me, and it would have been 
very wrong, andevencriminal in me, to have ftifled 
or fupprefied them, 

324. The Variety of Examples in the Collection 
will direét any Perfons, where to find their Cures in 
particular Cafes for which they might not otherwife 
think of Tar-water. And for this Purpofe, an al- 
phabetical Index or Table is annexed to this Narra- 
tive, which points out the feveral Diftempers men- 
tioned in this Colleétion, wherein Tar-water has 
proved fuccefsful, with a Reference to the Sections, 
where thofe Diftempers are taken Notice of. 

325. After the foregoing Sheets were printed off, 
the following Inftances of curing the King’s-evil by 
‘Tar-water came to my Knowledge, and are therefore 
inferted in this Place. 

A particular Gentleman having informed me of 
three Perfons cured of the King’s-evil, he brought to 
my Houfe at my Defire, on the 12thof March1745, 
two of the Patients, and a Gentlewoman, who is a 
near Relation of the Third, who gave me the fol- 
lowing Account of their Cafes. 

326. Martha Quarle, about eleven Years old, 
late of Glafnevin, and now living in Dolphins-barn- 
lane, near the Rofe and Crown, foon after the hard 
Froft was 2i€ed with running Sores, and Holes in 
one of her Hands and Arms, and under one of her 
Eyes, which continued to increafe, infomuch that 
it infected her upper Jaw; in this Condition the 

was 
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was fent to Mercers Hofpital, where fhe ftayced three 
Weeks, in which time the Sore under her Eye 
was a little healed, and ftopped Running ; but in a 
Fortnight after fhe left the Hofpital, it broke out 
again, and a Splinter of a Bone came off from her 
Hand. But in 1744 her Parents were advifed to 
give her Tar-water, half a Pint a Day, and to apply 
a Plaifter of Tar to all the Sores, and a large Tent 
covered with the Plaifter to the Hole under her Eye: 
In a little time, alarge Piece ofher Jaw-bone, with 
fome of her Teeth, came off, and by drinking the 
Water, and applying the Plaifters for near three 
Months, all her Sores healed, and fhe perfcétly re- 
cota and has continued well this Year and half 

aft, 
. 327. William Murray, about twelve Years old, 
Son of Matthew Murray, in Black-horfe-lane, had 
running Sores in his Hands and Legs fcon after the 
great Froft, fo that he was not able to ftir a Foor, 
and had great Pains in his Head fora Year. The 
Boy drank Tar-water, which in a Fortnight’s Time 
carried of the Pains in his Head and then applied 
the Tar Plaifter to the Sores a little before laft 
Chriftmas,whereby all the Soresare healed up, leaving 
a great many MarksinhisArm. And the Boy ftill 
continues to drink Tarewater, and finds himfelf very 
hearty. 

328. A young Gentlewoman, aged 21 Years, 
from the Time fhe was three Years old had a run- 
ning Evil in one of her Hands, and her Jaws, and 
fhe continued in this State many Years without Re- 
lief: She was at the Waters of Loughleab, in the 
County of Cavan, and was long under the Care of 
Surgeons without Benefit. Splinters of Bone came 
from her Hands. But in 1744 fhe drank Tar- 
water in final] Quantities, and applied the Plaifter of 
Tar, which in tour Months Time healed chem up, 
and fhe is now perfectly well, 
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329. And on the 13th of March 1745, Fames 
‘Moony, Shoe-maker, Son of Arthur Moony, who 
lives at the Bull’s-bead in Stafford-ftreet, came to me 
at the Defire of a Gentleman to give me his Cafe 
which is as follows: In the Winter after the great 
Froft, he was affliéted with running Sores, which 
broke out in many Parts of his Left-hand, and in 
his Back, and quite difabled him from following his 
Trade, and for which he tryed many Things with- 
out any Benefit. He attended at the Infirmary on 
the Inns-quey, for two Months, where many Surgeons 
practifed upon him; but he got no Relief by any 
Thing they did, and was at laft told by them, that 
there was no other Remedy than to cut off his Hand 
above the Wrift: Upon which, he attended no more 
at the Infirmary. But in Auguft 1745, he was ad- 
vifed to drink Tar-water; which he did for two 
Months, abouta Pinta Day, and wafhed the Sores 
with the fame Liquor, and the Effect was, that he 
found the Sores begin to heal in the fecond Month, 
and moft of them were healed up in the End of that 
Month, and he recovered his Appetite and Spirits, 
which he had loft before, and then Jaid afide Tar- 
water, before he was perfectly cured, having two 
{mall Sores not quite healed; but he has began to 
drink the Water again, and finds himfelf much 
better already, and hopes to perfect his Cure in a 
little Time. 

330. It is very probable that thefe Patients, would 
have been fooner cured, if they had taken Tar-water 
in greater Plenty ; half a Pint a Day was too {mall a 
Quantity to effect a Cure in a fhort time: In fuch 
grievous Cafes, a Quart a Day fhould have been 
taken which might have recovered the Patients in 
Jefs than half the ‘Time as we find to have happened 
in other Inftances; and the Water fhould not be 
lzid afide, ull they were perfeétly cured. 

331. In fome Hofpitals and Infirmarics, where 

Patients 
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Patients have had their Hands, Arms, or Legs» 
{wollen and inflamed with terrible running Sores, 
which ate into, and rotted the Bones, and which 
could not be cured by any of their Medicines, the 
Surgeons in fuch Cafes, for fear of a Gangrene or 
Mortification, fometimes cut off the Limb; which, 
if ic doth not end with the Death of the Patient, 
reduces him at leaft to Want and Beggary. Such 
Operations fhould not be attempted, but in the laft 
Extremity. And we have Reafon to fufpect, that it 
is fometimes done without fuch Neceffity; in Regard 
we find feveral Patients mentioned in this Narrative, 
who were condemned to be ferved the fame Way ; 
as the only Means to fave their Lives, and being 
told fo much, and terrified, ran away, or quitted the 
Hofpital; yet thofe very Patients were afterwards 
recovered by the Ule of Tar-water, and perfectly 
reftored tothe U‘e of their Limbs, withoutany fuch 
Mutilations. It is to be hoped that for the future, 
we fhall hear but Jittle of fuch Amputations, fo 
fhocking to Nature, fince we find that Tar-water 
not only prevents thofe Ailments from coming to a 
dangerous Height but cures them when they do, 
and when all other Hopes are loft. And indeed, it 
is reafonable to believe, when the whole Mafs of 
Blood is corrupted, that the cutting offa Limb will 
not cure the Corruption, which will be apt to break 
out in fome other Parc. 

332. The Murrain, which has lately raged in 
many Parts of Europe, among the horned Cattle, 
and now prevails in fome Parts of England, fhould 
engage our Attention to prevent the {preading of fo 
deitructive a Malady. And as this Diftemper ap- 
pears by irs Symptoms to be a Kind of Fever, it is 
recommended that Tar-water be tryed in the follow- 
ing Manner. Let the fick Bzaft have poured down 
its Throat a Quart of warm Tar-water, made 
ftronger than ufual, by Rirring each Gallon cight or 
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ten Minutes, and this to be repeated every Hour or 
two for the firft Day, while the Beat is awake. On 
the fecond, Jet one Half of the former Quantity be 
given, and on the third Day, half of that which was 
given on the fecond: Which laft Quantity is to be 
continued till the Cure is perfected; during which 
time, the Beaft fhould be houfed and lie warm. I 
have no Experience of the Succefs of this Method, 
as there is no Infection of that Kind in this King- 
dom, but recommend it from the analogous Effects 
that Tar-water hath in curing Fevers and Infections. 
Itis worth while to try it for the good of the Publick, 
the Expence being but a Trifle. It may be advife- 
able alfo to dawb the Noftrils, Ears, &@c. of all the 
Cattle whether infected or not, to prevent catching 
or communicating the Infection by the Air. And 
alfo to make the Beaft {wallow one Egg-fhell full or 
two of crude Tar. 

333. I fhall add no more, but only fubjoin to this 
Treatife cwo Letters from the Author of Siris; the 
firfé addreffed to me, containing fome farther Re- 
marks on the Virtues of Tar-water, and the Me- 
thods for preparing and ufing it, which was firft 
publifhed in the Year 17443 and the fecond, lately 
fent to me from the fame Author, containing fome 
farther Difcoverics, Obfervations and Reficétions on 
the Vertues and Effects of Tar-water. 
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Of the AUTHORITY of our SENSES. 


N a former effay are pointed out fome'‘in- 
ftances, in which our fenfes may be call- 
ed deceitful *. They are of two forts. One 
is, when the deception is occafioned by in- 
difpofition of the organ, remotenefs of place, 
groff{nefs of the medium, or the like ; which 
diftort the appearances of objeéts, and make 
them be feen double, or greater or lefs, than 
they really are. In fuch inftances, the per- 
ception is always faint, obfcure or confuf- 
ed: and they noway invalidate ‘the authori- 
ty of the fenfes, in general, when, abftract- 
ing from fuch accidental obftru@tions, the 
perception is lively, ftrong and diftin®. In 
the other fort, there is a deception eftablifh- 
‘ed by the laws of nature; as in the cafe of 
fecondary qualities, taken notice of in that 
cflay ; whence it was inferred, that nature 
does not always give us fuch corre@ per- 
ceptions, as correfpond to the philofophic 
truth 

* Effay upon liberty and neceffity. 
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truth of things. Notwithftanding of which, 


the teftimony of our fenfes ftill remains, as 2 
fufficient ground of confidence and truft. For, 
in all thefe cafes, where there is this fort of 
eftablithed deception, nature furnifhes means 
for coming at the truth. As in this very in- 
ftance of fecondary qualities, philofophy ca- 
fily correéts the falfe appearances, and tcach- 
es us, that they are rather to be confidered, 
as impreffions made upon the mind, than as 
qualities of the object. A remedy being thus 
provided to the deception, our belief, fo far 
as it can be influenced by reafon, is the more 
confirmed, with regard to our other fenfati- 
ons, where there is no appearance of illufi- 
on. But this is not the whole of the matter. 
When any fenfe prefents to our view, an ap- 
pearance that may be called deccitful, we 
plainly difcover fome ufeful purpofe intend- 
ed. The deceit is not the effeét of an im- 
perfect or arbitrary conftitution ; but wifely 
contrived, to give us fuch notice of things, as 
may beft fuit the purpofes of life. From this 
very confideration, we are the more confirm- 
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ed in the veracity of nature. Particular in- 
ftances, in which, our fenfes are accommo- 
dated to the ufes of life, rather than to the 
ftrigtnefs of truth, are rational exceptions, 
which ferve, the more firmly, to eftablifh the 
general rule, And, indeed, when we have 
nothing but our fenfes to direct our condua, 
with regard to external objeés, it would be 
ftrange, if there fhould be any juft ground, 
for a general diftruft of them. But there is 
no fuch thing. There is nothing to which 
all mankind are more neceflarily determin- 
ed, than to put confidence in their fenfes. 
We entertain no doubt of their authority, be- 
caufe we are fo conftituted, that it is not in 
our power to doubt. 


WHEN the authority of our fenfes is thus 
founded on the necefflity of our nature, and 
confirmed by conitant experience, it cannot 
but appear f{trange, that it fhould come into 
the thought of any man to call it in quefti- 
on. But the influence of novelty is great; 
and when a bold genius, in fpite of common 
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fenfe, and common feelings, will {trike out 
new paths to himfelf, ’tis not cafy to forefee, 
how far his airy metaphyfical notions may 
carry him. A late author, who gives us a 
treatife concerning the principles of human 
knowledge, by denying the reality of ex- 
ternal objects, ftrikes at the root of the au- 
thority of our fenfes, and thereby paves the 
way to the moft inveterate f{cepticifm. For 
what reliance can we have upon our fenfes, 
if they deceive us in a point fo material? If 
we can be prevailed upon, to doubt of the 
reality of external objects, the next ftep will 
be, to doubt of what paffes in our own 
minds, of the reality of our ideas and per- 
ceptions. For we have not a ftronger con- 
{cioufnefs, nor a clearer conviftion of the 
one, than of the other. And the laft ftep 
will be, to doubt of our own exiftence; for 
it is fhown in the eflay immediately forego- 
ing, that we have no certainty of this faé, 
but what depends upon fenfe and fecling. 


Ir 
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Ir is reported, that doétor Berkeley, the 
author of the abovementioned treatife, was 
moved to adopt this whimfi cal opinion, to 
get free of fome arguments, urged by materi- 
alifts againft the exiftence of the Deity. If 
fo, he:has been unhappy in his experiment ; 
for'this doétrine, iff it fhould nor lead to u- 
niverfal {cepticifm, affords, at leaft, 2 threwd 
argument in favours‘of Atheifm. If I can 
only be confcious of what paflés in my own 
mind, and if I cannot truft my fenfes, when 
they give me notice of external and indepent- 
dent exiftences ; it follows, thar lam the only 
being in the world; at leaft, that I can have 
no evidence from ‘iy fenfes,-of ‘any other 
being, body or fpitit. This is certainly an un- 
wary conceflion ; becaufe it deprives us of 
our principal, or only, inlet to the knowledge 
of the Deity. Laying afide fenfe-and feel- 
ing, this learned divine will find it a difficult 
task,.to point out by what other means it is, 
that we make the difcovery of the above im- 
portant truth, But of this more afterwards, 
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. Were there nothing elfe in view, but to 
eftablifh the -reality of external objects, it 
would be fcarce worth while, to beftow much 
thought, in folving. metaphyficgl paradoxcs 
againft their exiftence, which arc better con- 
futed by common ‘fenfeand experience. But, 
as the above doétrine appears to have.very 
yextenfive canfequences,: and to ftrike at the 
root of the moft-valuable branches, of -hum- 
an knowledge; an:attempt to re-eftablith the 
authority. of our fenfes, by-dete&ting the-fal- 
dacy of the argumenss.that!:have been urged 
-againft it, may, it is hoped, ‘not be unaccept- 
-able to the ‘publig. "Ihe attempt, at. any 
-Yate, is neceffary in this.work, the main pur- 
_pofe.of which is, to fhow that our fenfes, ex. 
ternal and internal, arethe true fources, from 
-whence the knowledge’ of the Deity is de- 
-Tived to us. 


41n order to afford fatisfattion upon:a, fub- 
ject, which is eafier felt than expreft, it will 
be proper, to give a ‘diftin€ analyfis of the o- 
perations of thofe fenfes, by which we per- 
ccive 
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ceive external objeéts. And, if this be once 
clearly apprehended, it will not be a matter 
of difficulty, to anfwer the feveral objections, 
which have been urged againft their exift- 
ence. 


Tue impreffions of the external fenfes 
are of different kinds. Some we have at the 
organs of fenfe, fuch as fmelling, tafting, 
touching. Some are made upon us as from a 
diftance, fuch as hearing and feeing. From 
the fenfe of feeling, are derived the imprefli- 
ons of body, folidity and external exiftence. 
Laying my hand upon this table, I perceive a 
thing {mooth and hard, prefling upon my 
hand, and which is perceived as more diftant 
fronrme, than my handis. From the fight, 
we have the impreffions of motion and of co- 
Jour; and from the fight as well as from the 
touch, thofe of extenfion and figure. But 
it is more material to obferve, upon the 
prefent fubjeé, that from fight as well as 
touch, we have the impreffion of things 

as 
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as having an independent and continued or 
permanent exiftence. 


Ler us endeavour to explain this modifi- 
cation of independency and permanent ex- 
iftence of the objeéts of fight and touch, for 
it is a cardinal point. To begin with the 
objects of fight. I caft my cye upon a 
tree, and perceive colour, figure, extention, 
and fometimes motion. If this be a com- 
plete analyfis of the perception, fubftance is 
not difcoverable by fight. But upon atten- 
tively examining this perception, to try if 
there be any thing more in it, I find one cir- 
cumftance omitted,that the above particulars, 
arc not perceived as fo many feparate exift- 
ences, having no relation to cach other, but 
as clofely united and conneéted. When look- 
ing around on different objeéts, I perccive 
colour in one quarter, motion ina fecond, 
andextenfion in a third; the appearance thefe 
make in my mind, arc in nothing fimilar to 
the impreffion made by a tree, where the 
extenfion, motion, and other qualities, are 

introduced 
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introduced into the mind, under thé modi- 
fication of an intimate connettion and uni+ 
on. But in what manner are they ‘united 
and conneéted? OF this, every perfon can 
give an account, that they are pertccived as 
inhering in, or belonging to fome /ubfance or 
thing, of which they are qualities; and that, 
by their reference to this fubftance or thing, 
they are thus clofely united and conneéted. 
Thusit is, that the impreffion of /ub/tance, as 
wellas of qualities,is derived from fight. And 
it is alfo to be attended to, as a part of the 
total impreffion, that as the qualities appear 
to belong to their fubftance, and to inhere 
in it, fo both the fubftance and its qualities, 
which we call the tree, are perccived as al- 
together independent of us, as really exift- 
ing, and as having a permanent cxiftence. 


A sIMILAR impreffion is made upon us, 
by means of the fenfe of fecling. It is ob- 
{erved above, that, from the touch, we have 
the impreffions, of body, folidity and exter- 

nal 
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nal exiftence; and we have, from the fame 
fenfe, the impreffions of foftnefs and hard- 
nefs, fmoothnefs and roughnefs. Now, 
when I lay my haid upon this table, I have 
an impreffion, not only of {moothnefs, hard- 
nefs, figure and extenfion, but alfo of a 
thing IJ call Jody, of which the above are per- 
ceived as qualities. Smoothnefs, hardnefs, 
extenfion and figure are felt, not as feparate 
and unconneéted exiftences, but as inhcr- 
ing in and belonging to fomething I call Jo 
dy, which is really exifting, and which has 
‘an independent and permanent exiftence. 
And itis this body, with its feveral qualitics, 
which I exprefs by the word tabi. 


Tue above analyfis of the impreffions 
of fight and touch, will be beft illuftrated, 
by a comparifon with the impreffions made 
by the other fenfes.: I hear a found, or I 
feel a f{nell. Attending to thefe impreffi- 
ons, I perceive nothing but found or fell. 
They are not perceived as the qualities or 
propertics of any body, thing or fubftance. 

They 
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They make their appearance in the mind as 
Simple exiftences; and there is no imprefli- 
on made of independency, or permanent 
exiftence..- Did feeing and feeling carry us 
‘no further, ~weinever could -have the leak 
conception of fubftance. 


Tis not a little furprifing, that philofo- 
phers, whordifcourfe fo currently af guaities, 
fhould affe&t. fo much, doubt and hefitation a 
bout fub(tance ;:feeing thefe.arc relative ideas, 
and imply each other. -- For. what other rea- 
fon do we ¢all'figure.a quality, but.that:we 
perceive it; mot ‘as a feparate exiftence,butas 
belonging:to fomething thatis figured; and 
which thing we'call: /ubfance, decaufe it is 
not a property of: any other.:thing; :butis a 
thing which: fubfifts -by itflf,..or has anin- 
dependent exiftence. - _Did-usve: perceive: fi 
gure, as we. perceive found, ; it, would nbt be 
confidgred as a quality. - Ip a word, 2: -qua- 
lity is not intelligible, unlef upon fuppofiti- 
on-of fome-other thing, of which it is the 
quality. . Sounds indeed; and {mells-are‘alfo 

con- 
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confidered as qualities, But this proceeds 
from habit, not from original perception. 
For, having once acquired the diftin€tion be» 
twixt a thing and its qualities,’ and finding 
found and {mell, more to refemble qualities 
tha Gbffances, we readily come into the ufe 
of confidering them as ‘qualities, 


ANOTHER thing jis to be obferved with 
regard to.thofe things, which. are perceived 
as qualities by the:fight and:touch ; that we 
cannot form a conception of them, indepen- 
‘dent of the. beings to which they belong. 
It-is not in our power, to feparate, even in 
imagination, colour, figure, motion and ex- 
tenfion from body.or fubftance. There is 
no fuch thing as.conceiving motion by itfelf, 
abftraéted from fome body which is in mo- 
tion. Let us try ever fo often, our attempts 
will be in vain, to form an idea of a triangle 
‘independent of a-body which has that figure. 
We cannot conceive a body that is not fi- 
gured ; and we can as little conceive a figure 
without a body; for this would be to cop- 

ceive 
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ceive a figure, as having a feparate exiftence, 
at the fame time, that we conceive it, as hav- 
ing no feparate exiftence; or to conceive it, 
at once, to be a quality, and not a quality. 
Thus it comes out, that fubfance, as well as 
quality, makes a part, not only of every per- 
ception of fight and touch, but of every con- 
ception we can form, of colour, figure, exten- 
fion and motion. Taking in the whole train 
of our ideas, there is not one -more familiar 
to us, than that of fub/lance, a being or thing 
which.has qualities. 


Wen thefe things are confidered, I can- 
not readily difcover, by what wrong con- 
ception of. the matter, Mr. Locke. has been 
led, to talk fo obfcurely and indiftin@ly of 
the idea of fubftance.. ’Tis no wonder, he 
fhould be difficulted, to form an idea of fub- 
ftance in gencral, abftracted from all proper- 
ties, when fuch abftraétion is altogether be- 
yond the reach of our conception. But 
there is nothing more eafy, than to form an 
idea of any particular fubftance with its pro- 

li perties, 
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perties. Yet this has fome how efcaped him. 
When he ‘forms the idea of a horfe or a 
ftone, he admits nothing into-the idea, but 
a colleétion of feveral fimple ideas of fenfible 
qualities-+, “ And becaufe, fays he, we 
“ cannot conceive how thefe qualities fhould 
 fubfift alone, nor one in-another, we fup- 
** pofe them exifting in, and fupported by 
* fome common fubjeét ; which fupport, we 
** denote by-the name fubfance, tho’ it be 
‘© certain, we have no clear or diftin& idea 
“ of that thing we fuppofe a fupport:” A 
fingle queftion would have unfolded the 
‘whole myftery. How: comes it, that we 
cannot conceive qualities to fubfift alone, nor 
one in another? Mr. Locke himfelf muft 
have given the following anfwer, that the 
thing is not conceiveable; becaufe a proper- 
ty or quality cannot fubfift without the thing 
to which it belongs; for, if it did, that it 
would ceafe-so be a property or quality. 
Why then does he make fo faint an infe- 
rence, as that we fuppofe qualities exifting in, 
and fupported by fome commen fubjeét? It 
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is not a bare fuppofition: it is an eflential 
part of the idea: it is neceflarily faggefted 
to us by fight and touch. He obferves 
that we have no clear nor diftin® idea of 
fubftance. If he means, that we have no 
clear nor diftin&t idea of fubftance abftract- 
ed from its properties, the thing is fo true, 
that we can form no idea of fubftance at all, 
abftraéted from its properties. Butitis alfo true, 
that we can form no idea of properties, ab- 
{tracted from a fubftance. The ideas both of 
fubftance and of quality are perfectly in the 
fame condition, in this refpeét; which, tis fur- 
prifing, philofophers fhould fo little attend 
to. <Atthe fametime, we have clear and 
diftin& ideas, of many things as they exit; 
tho’ perhaps we have not a complete idea of 
any one thing. We have fuch ideas of 
things, as ferve to’ all the ufeful purpofes of 
life. "Tis true, our fenfes don’t reach be- 
yond the external properties of beings. We 
have no direét perception of the eflence and 
internal properties of any thing. Thefe we 
difcover from the effeéts produced. But had 
we fenfes direétly to perceive the effence and 

internal 
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internal properties of things, our idea of them 
would indeed be more full and complete, 
but not more clear and diftin®, than at pre- 
fent. For, even upon that fuppofition, we 
could form no notion of fubftance, but by 
its properties internal and external. To 
form an idea of a-thing abftraéted from all 
its properties, is impoffible. 


THE following is the fum of what is above 
laid down. By fight and touch, we have the 
impreffions of fubftance'and body, as well as 
of qualities. It is not figure, extenfion, mo- 
tion, that we perceive ; but a thing figured, 
extended and moving. As we cannot form 
an idea of fubftance abftraéted from quali- 
ties; fo we cannot form an idea of qualities 
abftracted from fubftance. They are rela- 
tive ideas, and imply each other. This is 
one point gained. Another is, that the idea 
of fubftance or body, thus attained, compre- 
hends in it, independent and permanent ex- 
iftence ; that is, fomcthing which exifts in- 
dependent of our per¢eptions, and remains 


the fame, whether we perccive it cr not. 
Ix 
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In this manner are we made fenfible of 
the real exiftence of things without us. The 
feeling is fo ftrong, and the conviction which 
makes a part of the feeling, that {ceptical 
arguments, however cunningly devifed, may 
puzzle, but can never get the better: for 
fuch is our conftitution, that we can entcr- 
tain no doubt of the authority of our fenfes, 
in this particular. At the fame time, every 
fort of experience confirms the truth of our 
perceptions, I fee atrce ata diftance, of a 
certain fhape and fize. Walking forward, I 
find it in its place, by the refiftance it makes 
to my body; and, fo far as I can difcover by 
touch, it is of the fame fhape and fize, which 
my eye reprefents itto be. I return day af- 
ter day, year after year, and find the fame 
objeét, with no other variation, but what the 
fcafons and time produce. The tree is at 
laft cut down. Itis no longer to be feen or 
felt, 


To overthrow the authority of our fen- 
fes, 3 few particular inftances, in which they 
appear 
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appear fallacious, are of no weight. And 
to confirm this branch of the argument, we 
need but compare the evidence of our fen- 
fes, with the evidence of human teftimony. 
The comparifon cannot fail to afford fatis- 
faction, Veracity, and a difpofition to rely 
upon human evidence, are correfponding 
principles, which grcatly promote fociety. 
Among individuals, thefe principles are found 
to be of different degrees of ftrength. Bur, 
in the main, they are fo proportioned to each 
other, that men are not often deceived. In 
this cafe, it would be but a bad argument, 
that we ought not to give credit to any man’s 
teftimony, becaufe fome men are defeétive 
in the principle of veracity. ‘The only ef- 
fect fuch inftances have, or ought to have, is 
to correct our propenfity to believe, and to 
bring on a habit of fufpending our belief, 
till circumftances be examined. The evi- 

dence of our fenfes, rifes undoubtedly much 
higher, than the evidence of human tcftimo- 
‘ny. And if we continue to put truft in the 
latter, after many inftances of being deceiv- 
cd, 
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ed, we have better reafon to.put truft in the 
former, were the inftances of being decciv- 
ed equally numerous ; which is plainly not 
the faé&t. When people are in found health 
of mind and body, they are very feldom 
mif-led by their fenfes. 


Ir I have been fo lucky, as to put this 
fubje& in its proper light, it will not be 
a difficult task to clear it of any doubts 
which may arife, upon perufing the above 
mentioned treatife. T'he author boldly de- 
nies the exiftence of matter, and the’ re- 
ality of the objeéts of fenfe; contending, that 
there is nothing really exifting without the 
mind of an intelligent being; in a word, re- 
ducing all to be a world of ideas. * Itis an 
*“* opinion ftrangely prevailing among men, 
“ (fays he) that houfes, mountains, rivers, 
* and, ina word, all fenfible objects, have an 
 exiftence, natural or real, diftin® from 
“ their being perceived by the underftand- 
« ing.” He ventures to call this a manifelt 
contradiction ; and his argument againft the 

reality 
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reality of thefe objects, is in the following 
words. “ The forementioncd objetts are 
“* things perceived by fenfe. We cannot 
“ perceive any thing, but our own ideas or 
‘* perceptions; therefore, what we call men, 
“ houfes, mountains, &c. can be nothing 
“ elfe but ideas or perceptions.” This ar- 
gument fhall be examined afterwards, with 
the refpeét that is due to its author. It fhall 
only be taken notice of by the way, that, 
fuppofing mankind to be under fo ftrange and 
unaccountable a delufion, as to miftake their 
ideas for men, houfes, mountains, @e. it 
will not follow, that there is in this, any 
manifeft contradiction, or any contradiction 
atall. For deception is a very different thing 
from contradiétion. But he falls from this 
high pretenfion, in the after part of his work, 
to argue more confiftently, “ that, fuppof- 
«© ing folid, figured, and moveable fubftan- 
“© ces, to exift without the mind, yet we 
“ could never come to the knowledge of 
“ this *.” Which is true, if our fenfes 

bear 
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bear no teftimony of the fact. -And he 
adds *, “ that, fuppofing no bodies to exift 
“* without the mind, we might have the ve- 
“¢ ry famereafons for {uppofing the exiftence 
“ of external bodies, that we have now:” 
which may be true, fuppofing only our fen- 
fes to be fallacious. 


THE doétor’s fundamental propofition is, 
that we can perceive nothing but our. own 
ideas or perceptions, This, at beft, is. an 
ambiguous expreffion. For, taking percep- 
tion or fenfation in its proper fenfe, as figni- 
fying every object we perceive, it is a mere 
identical propofition, /eiz. that we perceive 
nothing but what we perceive. But, taking 
the doétor’s propofition as he intended jt, 
that we can have no perception or confciouf- 
nefs of any thing, but what exifts inour own 
minds, he had certainly no reafon to take 
this affertion for granted; and yet he has 
never once attempted a proof of it: tho’, in’ 
fo bold an undertaking, as that of annihilat- 

Kk ing: 


* Se&t. 20, 


a3318 


258 AUTHORITY OF 
ing the whole univerfe, his own mind ex- 
cepted, he had no reafon to hope, that an 
affertion, fo fingular, and. fo contradictory to 
common fenfe and fecling, would be taken 
upon his word. It may be true, that it is 
not eafy to explain, nor even to comprehend, 
by what means we perceive external objects. 
But our ignorance is, in moft cafes, a very 
indifferent argument again{t matter of fac. 
At this rate, he may take upon him equal- 
ly to deny the bulk of the operations in the 
natural world, which have not hitherto. been 
explained by him, or others. And at, bot- 
tom, ‘tis perhaps as difficult to explain the 
nianner of perceiving our own ideas, or the 
impreffions made upon us, as to explain the 
manner of perceiving external objeéts. The 
doétor, befides, ought to have confidered, 
that by this bold doétrine, he, in effec, fers 
bounds to the power of nature, or of the 
Author of nature. If it was in the power of 
the Almighty, to beftow upon man, a facul- 
ty of perceiving external objects, he has cer- 
tainly done it. For; fuppofing the exiftence 
of 
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of external objects, we have no conception, 
how-they could be otherways manifelted to 
us, than in fa@ they are. Therefore, the 
doétor was in the right to affert, that a fa- 
culty in man to perceive external objets, 
would be a contradiction, and confequently 
a privilege not in the power of the Deity to 
beftow upon him. He perceived the necef- 
fity of carrying his argument fo far; at the 
fame time, fenfible that this was not to be 
made out, he never once attempts to point 
at any thing like a contradi@ion, And if 
he cannot prove it to be a contradiétion, the 
queftion is at an end; for, fuppofing only 
the faé& to be poflible, we have the very 
higheft evidence of its reality, that our na- 
turc is capable of, no lefs than the teftimo- 
ny of our fenfes, 


Ir has been urged in fupport of the above 
doétrine, that nothing is prefent to the mind, 
but the impreflions made upon it, and that 
it cannot be confcious of any thing but what 
is prefent. This difficulty is cafily folved. 

, "For 
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For the propofition, that we cannot be con- 
{cious of any thing but what is prefent to 
the mind, or paffes within it, is taken for 
granted, asif ic were felf-evident. And yet 
the dire&t contrary is an evident fact, /ciz. 
that we are confcious of many things which 
are not prefent to the mind ; that is, which 
are not, like impreffions and ideas, within the 
mind. Nor is there any manner of difficul- 
ty to conceive, that an impreffion may be 
made upon us, by an external object, in 
fuch a manner, as to raife a dire& percepti- 
on of the external object itfelf. When we 
attend to the operations of the external fenfes, 
the impfeflions made upon us by external 
objects, are difcovered to have very different 
effeéts. In fome inftances we feel the im- 
preffion, and are confcious of it, as an im- 
preffion. In others, being quite unconfci- 
ous of the impreffion, we perceive only the 
external objeét. And to give full fatisfacti- 
on to the reader, upon the prefent fubje€, it 
may perhaps not be fruitlefs, bricfly to 
run over the operations of the fevcral exter- 
nal 
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nal fenfes, by which the mind is made con- 
{cious of external objects, and of their pro- 
perties. 


AnD firit, with regard to the fenfe of 
fmelling, which gives us no notice of ex- 
ternal exiftences. Here the operation is 
of the fimpleft kind. It is no more but an 
impreffion made at the organ, which is per- 
ceived as an impreffion. Experience, ‘tis 
truc, and habit, lead us to afcribe this parti- 
cular impreffion to fome external thing as its 
caufe. Thus, when a particular impreffion 
is made upon us, termed the {weet {mell of 
a rofe, we lcarn to afcribe it to a rofe, tho” 
there is no fuch objeé& within view, becaufe 
that peculiar impreffion upon the organ of 
{melling, is always found to accompany the 
fight and touch of the body, called a rofe. 
But that this conncétion is the child of ex- 
perience only, will be evident from the fol- 
lowing confiderations; that, when a new 
fmell is perceived, we are utterly at a lofs, 
what caufe to afcribe it to; and, that when 
a child feels a fmell, it is not led to affign it 

to 
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to any caufe whatever. In this cafe, there 
can be no other difficulty, but to compre- 
hend, in what manner the mind becomes 
confcious of an impreffion, made upon the 
body. Upon which, it feems fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that we are kept entirely ignorant, in 
what manner the foul and body are connest- 
ed; which is no fingular cafe. But, from 
our ignorance of the manner of this connec- 
tion, to deny the reality of external exiften- 
ecs, reducing all toa world of idcas, is in re- 
ality not Icfs whimfical, than if one, after 
admitting the reality of external exiften- 
ces, fhould go about to deny, that-we have 
any perception of them; merely becaufe we 
cannot fully account for the manner of this 
perception, nor howa matcrial fubftance can 
communicate itfelfto the mind, which is fpi- 
ritand not mattcr. “Ihe fame obfervations 
may be applied to the fenfe of hearing ; with 
this difference only, that a found is not per- 
ceived, at leaft not originally, as an impreffi- 
on made at the organ, but mercly as an ¢x- 
iftence in the mind. 
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In the fenfes of tafting and touching, we 
are confcious not only of an impreffion made 
at the organ, but alfo of a body which 
makes the impreffion. When I lay my 
hand upon this table, the impreffion is of a 
hard fmooth body, which refifts the moti- 
on of my hand. In this impreffion, there 
is nothing to create the leaft fufpicion of fal- 
lacy. The body acts where it is, and it aéts 
merely by refiftance. There occurs not, 
therefore, any other difficulty in this cafe, 
than that mentioned above, /ciz. after what 
manner an impreffion made at an organ of 
the body, is communicated to, or perceived 
by the mind. We fhall only add upon this 
head, that touch alone, which is the leaft 
intricate of all our feclings, is fufficient to 
overthrow the doétor’s whole pompous 
fyftem. We have, from that fenfe, the full- 
eft and cleareft perception of external ex- 
iftences, that can be conceived, fubje& to no 
doubt, ambiguity, nor cven cavil. And this 


perception, muft, at the fame time, fupport 
the 
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the authority of our fenfes, when they give 
us notice of external exiftences. 


WHAT remains to be examined, is the 
fenfe of fecing, which, ‘tis prefumed, the 
doétor had principally an eye to, in arguing 
againft the reality of external exiftences. And 
indeed, the operation of perceiving objetts 
at a diftance, is fo curious, and fo fingular, 
that it is not furprifing, a rigid philofopher 
fhould be puzzled about it. In this cafe, 
there is a difficulty, which applies with fome 
fhew of ftrength, and which poffibly has 
had weight with our author, tho’ it is 
never once mentioned by him. It is, that 
no being can aét but where it is, and that a 
body, at a diftance, cannot aét upon the 
mind, more than the mind upon it. I muft 
candidiy own, that this argument appears 
to evince the neceffity, of fome intermediate 
means, in the aét of vifion. One means is 
fuggefted by matter of fa&. The image of 
a vifible object, is painted upon the retina 
of the eye. And it is not more difficult to 

con- 
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conceive, that this image may be fome how 
conveyed to the mind, than to conceive the 
manner of its being painted upon the retina. 
This circumftance puts the operation of vi- 
fion, in one refpeét, upon the fame footing, 
with that of touching; both being perform- 
ed by means of an impreffion made at the 
organ. There is indeed this effential diffe- 
rence, that the impreffion of touch is felt as 
fuch, whereas the impreffion of fight is not 
felt: we are not confcious of any fuch im- 
preffion, but merely of the object itfelf, which 
makes the impreflion. 


Anp here a curious piece of mechanifm 
prefents itfelf to our view. Tho’ an impref- 
fion is made upon the mind, by means of 
the image painted upon the retina, whereby 
the external object is perceived; yet nature 
has carefully concealed this impreffion from 
us, in order to remove all ambiguity, and to 
give us a diftin® fecling of the object itfelf, 
and of that only. In touching and rafting, 
the impreflion made at the organ, is fo clofe- 
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ly connected with the -body which -makes 
the impreffion, that the perception of the 
impreffion, along with that of the body, cre- 
ates no confufion gor ambiguity, the body 
being felt as operating where it really is. But 
were the impreffion of a vifible object felt, 
as made at the retina, which is the organ of 
fight, all objeéts behoved to be feen as with- 
in the eye. Itis doubted among naturalifts, 
whether outnefs or diftance is at all difcover- 
able by fight, and whether that appearance be 
not the-effe& of experience. But bodies, and 
their operations, are fo clofely conneéted in 
place, that were we confcious of an organic 
impreffion at, the retina, the mind would 
have a conftant propenfity to place the body 
there alfo ; which would be a circumftance 
extremely perplexing, in the act of vifion, as 
fetting feeling and experience in perpetual 
oppofition ; enough to poifon all the plea- 
fure we enjoy by that noble fenfe. 


For fo fhort-fighted a creature as man, it 
is the worft reafon in the world for denyiog 
any 
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driy well attefted Fat, that we ¢afihot ac- 
count for the mannet by Which it 1s Béoughie 
about. Tris trite, wé CalHbt explain, after 
that manner it is, that, by the intetvetltion 
of the rays of lipht; ‘tfie beings, ahd things 
around us, arc laid open to our view ; bat “it 
is mere arrogance; to pretend to doubt of the 
faét, upon that accouht; for it is, in effect, 
maintaining, that there is hothing in nature, 
but what we can explain, 


Tue perception of objects at a diftance, 
by intervention of the‘tays. of light, in- 
volves no inconfiftency nor impoffibility. 
And unlefs this could be afferted, we have 
no reafon nor fotthdation to with-hold that 
affent toa matter of f4é; which Is due to thé 
authority of our fenfes. And after all, thig 
particular ftep of the operation of vifioh, Is; 
at bottom, not mote difficult to be conceiv- 
ed or accounted fot; than the other ftéps, of 
which no man entettainsa doubt. It is, per- 
haps, not eafy to explain,how the image of an 
external body is paifited upon the retitte tui 

Ca. 
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ca. And no perfon pretends to explain, how 
this image is communicated to the mind, 

Why then fhould we hefitate about the 
lait ftep, to wit the perception of external 
objects, more than about the two former, 
when they are all equally fupported, by the 
moft unexceptionable evidence. The whole 
operation of vifion far furpaffes human know- 
ledge: but not more, than the operation of 
magnetifm, eleétricity, and a thoufand other 
natural appearances; and our ignorance of 
the caufe, ought not to make us fufpeét de- 
ceit in the one café, more than in the other. 


WE fhall conclude this fubjeét, witlr the 
following refle@tion. Whether our percep- 
tion of the reality of external objects, corre- 
fponds to the truth of things, or whether it 
be a mere illufion, is a queftion, which, from 
the nature of the thing, cannot admit of a 
ftrit demonftration. One thing is certain, 
that, fuppofing the reality of extcrnal ob- 
jes, we can form no conception of their 
being difplayed to us, jn a more lively and 

COn~ 
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convincing manner, than in faé& is done. 
Why then call a thing in doubt, of which 
we have as good evidence, as human nature 
is capable of receiving? But we cannot call 
it in doubt, otherways than in fpeculation, 
and even then, but fora moment. We have 
a thorough conviétion of the reality of exter- 
nal objetts ; it rifes to the higheft certainty 
of belief; and we aé, in confequence of it, 
with the greatelt fecurity of not being de- 
ceived. Nor are we in fact deceived. When 
we put the matter to a trial, every experi- 
ment anfwers to our perceptions, and con- 
firms us more and more in our belicf, 
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Tuus, again, I know the general nature, the 
real effence, of juftice, and am able to define it in 
very clear propofitions, tho’ I am not able to frame 
any general idea or notion of it abftraéted from 
all particulars, and containing them all. It is 

[2 not, 
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not, moft certainly, to do as we would be done 
by ; for that is more properly a definition of be- 
nevolence, than of juftice, as every one, who con- 
fiders the conftant force and the occafional in- 
juftice of felf-love, muft admit. But it confiftsin 
a difpofition to give to every one what is his own, 
where there is property ; to deal by others ac- 
cording to the natural fitnefs or unfitnefs of things 
where there is no property ; and in other diftinét 
notions, which will altogether amount to a def- 
nition, if we may be faid to define when we only 
enumerate particular notions : and we can do no~ 
thing more when we fet about to explain the ge- 
neral nature of juftice; for which I may appeal! 
to every man who has medicated well on this 
fubje&t. To conclude ; I know the general na- 
sure, and the real effence of likenefs, and am able 
to explain it by a very fhort definition; for it 
confifts in that relation which arifes from an uni- 
formity of appearance in things that are diftiné&t 
m exiftence. But ftill I have no general idea 
nor notion of this relation, abftraéted from all 
my particular ideas of things fo related *. 


* Tuese difputes about abftraction may be deemed after 
all, perhaps, to be purety verbal. A loofe dezermination of 
the word idea may heve given occafion to them. A proper 
diftingtion between idcas and notions may help to reconcile 
them. Thefe two words are commonly ufed by inadvertency 
and habit, or authority, as if they were fynonimous, Mr. 
Locxe, and even his antagonift in this difpute, the bifhop of 
Crorng, have ufed them fo. I have done the fame in all L 
have writto you. ButI think that the example before us 
fhews how neceffary it is to diftingnifh Urem, in.order to. 
maintain. a philofophical precifion of terms. 

Wat 
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Wuart advances now do we make in general 
knowledge by this expedient which the art of the 


‘Tne word idea thould, I prefume, be held to fignify one 
fingle perception of the mind, whether fimple or complex, 
whether produced by the impreffions of outward objeds, or by 
the operations of our own minds, by fenfation or refleQion. 
Thefe ideas are preferved in the memory by frequent repe- 
titions of the fame impreffions, and the fame operations. But 
thofe of them which can be painted, as it were, on the canvafs 
of the mind, lilze fingle objets of internal fight, and like pic- 
tures of the original impreffions which were made on it, or of 
the original forms which were raifed in it, are beft preferved 
and moft fteadily determined. They are all particular, and 
have no generality but that of application. They reprefent to 
the mind that which does, or may exift. Of that which neither 
does, nor can exift, we can have noidea. The ideal man, or 
the ideal horfe, which the mind perceives, is a particular idea 
that reprefents all the men, and all the horfes that exift, or 
ever did exift; and the idcal triangle is as truly a particular idea 
that reprefents all the triangles that exift, or can exift in the 
mind, orcutofit. ‘The mind indeed has a power of varying, 
without deftroying the idea: for inftance, it adds wings to the 
man, and to the horfe; one becomes an angel, the other an 
hippogriph ; and as it can reprefent the ideal man to be white 
or black, crooked or ftrait, fo it can reprefent the triangle to 
be rectangle, oblique, equilateral, equicrural, or f{calenon. 
Thus far che mind can gencralife it’s ideas : and [ think myfelf 
fare that mine can generalife them no further. But when we 
have been accuitomed to call every thing an idea that is an 
objeét of the mind in thinking, we fall eafily intothatconfufion 
of language, whereby men are led very often, as I apprehend 
that they are in the prefent cafe, to difpute, and to mean the 
fame thing. We might avoid it, I prefume, if we diftinguifhed 
between ideas and notions, if we conceived the former to he 
particularin their nature, and general only by their application, 
and the latter to be general in their nature, and particular only 
by their application ; in fhort, if we confidered how notions 
fucceed ideas, and how they become the immediate inttruments 
of gencral knowledge, when thefe can be fuch no longer. 
Particular ideas of actual, or poffible exittence, arc made ge- 
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mind has invented? Nor fuch as philofophers 
would have believed, but fome however. Tho’ we 


neral in fome fort, thatis, in their effect, as it has been fai}, 
and as it is allowed on all hands. But the power of genera- 
lifing ideas is fo infufficient, that it goes no further, We 
make one phantafm of a man ftand for all men, and one of 
an horfe for all horfes; but here our progrefs by ideas, thatis, 
by fingle perceptions of the mind, ftops. We have none of 
humanity, nor of horfeity, and much lefs have we any of ani- 
mality. Juft fo the phantafm of a particular triangle ftands 
for every triangle of that fpecies, but we have no idea of 
triangularity, and much lefs of figure. W'e makea par:icular 
ftand for a gencral idea in this cafe, as in the two former ; but 
in no cafe can we make ideas that are particular, and that can 
reprefent only what does, or may cxift, become ideas of ge- 
neral natures that cannot exift. ‘There is however a great dif- 
ference between cafes of the former, and cates of the latter 
kind, The effences of fubftanccs are abfolutely unknown to 
us, but the effences of complex modes are perfectly known, 
fo that we have clear and diftinét notions, tho’ we cannot have 
clear and diftin®t ideas, nor indeed any ideas at all of them. 
From the contemplation of particular triangles we colle& a 
notion :of their general nature. We do moje; by contem- 
plating the various terminations of finite extenfion, we coile& 
a notion of the gencral nature of figure. We have ideas of 
thefe no more than we have ideas of humanity or animality, 
but we know what we mean, and are able to explain our 
meaning when we {peak of thefe, which we are not when we 


fpeak of the others. 


Much mere might be faid to fhew the difference between 
complex ideas and notions, and between general and abftract 
ideas, and the advantage that thofe (in the conception of 
which, internal fenfe, and in the communicaticn of which, 
external fenfe he!p intclleét) have over fuch as are merely 
objects of ingellect, I might expofe, even to ridicule, the ftir 
that is made about the pains and fkill our mafters pretend that 
they take to form the fuppofed idea of triangularity, for in- 
ftance, that they may teach their fcholars to know a triangle 
when they fee it; tho’ the meaneft of their {chelars, who have 

cannot 
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cannot by any power of. the mind frame ideas of 
general natures and effences, which. neither do 
nor can exift feparately from particulars, yet is it 
fome advance to be able to comprehend, under 
one confideration, a great number of particulars, 
by appropriating general namesto the feveral lots, 
if the term may be allowed me, into which the 
mind has forted it’s ideas and notions. The ex- 
pedient facilitates extremely, as every man who 
thinks mutt obferve, not only the communication 
of our thoughts to others, but the progrefs of 
them in their feveral trains, and all the operations 
of the mind about it’s ideas; for tho’ thefe general 
names have no abftraét ideas annexed to them, 
nor, ftriétly fpeaking, any ideas or notions, yet 
are they not unaccompanied by ideas and notions. 
That would be to have no meaning at all, where- 
as they have a meaning, a plain and ufeful mean- 
ing or intention, What they have not, they bor- 
row. They create no ideas in the mind, but they 
give occafion to the mind to collect and apply 
fuch ideas and notions as are there already. They 
call them forth, they marfhal them, as it were : 
and by the manner in which, and by the’ occa- 
fions on which, they do fo, thefe names produce 
all the effect they are defigned to produce, and 


been ufed to contemplate particular triangles, will have made 
this notable difcovery, ‘* that every triangle i is a {pace com- 
*« prehended by three lines, and containing three angles,” 
without any help of theirs, or fkill or pains of his own. All 
the merit of our matters feems to be this, they begin to learn 
at the right, they begin to teach at the wrong, end ; which is 
an obfervation that may be enforced by what Mr. Locke 
himfelf fays about maxims. 

14 carry 
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Carry us towards general knowledge as far. as our 
fgebleintelleG.can crawl with their affiftance,and 
myGh further; than we.could advance without it. 
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Here now the word force, of which we are 
to fpeak, comes into play, and ferves as a fign of 
the unknown caufes of the phznomena both of 
nature and of art; for effeéts are produced in the 
works of art by an imitation of thofe of nature, 
whereof the caufes are unknown even to the arti- 
ficer. When we employ the word alone, it is of 
very vague fignification, and imports. nothing 
more than fome determining power, intelle&tyal 
or corporeal. But the mind takes two methods 
to give it greater precifion, when that is neceffary. 
We annex it fometimes to words which fignify 
that whereof we would, on fuch occafions, denote 
the power in general to produce effeétsin phyfics, 
in mechanics, in ethics; and thus we fay the force 
of wind, the force of a mill, or the force of habit.. 
We annex at other times to it words, that, refer- 
ring to particular known effets, ferve to fx on 
every occafion the meaning of it; juft as we annex 
the words hot or cold, to fignify certain fuppofed. 
qualities of body; and as intelligibly at leaft as 
we ufe the namesof fubftances. Thus we fpeak of 
attractive, repelling, impeliing farce, of the force 

cf 
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of gravitation, of cohefion, and even of inatti- 
vity. Our Newton, who has opened, by the 
help of thefe fure guides, experi:nent and geo- 
metry, fo large a field of knowledge and enquiry 
to prefent and future philofophers, concerning 
the greateft and the leaft phzenomena of nature, 
was far from pretending to determine the effi- 
cient caufe of his attraétion, or what that force 
is which makes bodies, and every particle of body, 
mutually tend to one another, and thereby give 
us an idea of attracting, according to what has 
been taken notice of already. He diftinguifhed 
fo carefifily between the particular attraétions of 
the fchools, and his meaning in the ufe of this 
word, that nothing could be more defpicable than 
the ignorance or malice of thofe who would have 
confounded them, and have made him an afferter 
of occult qualities, who difcovered the moft uni- 
verfal and the leaft occult quality, if | may have 
leave to call it fo for once, that ever was, fince 
it intercedes the whole corporeal fyftem. To this 
and to the feveral kinds of it, he referred all the 
phznomena that cannot be accounted for by im- 
pulfe: and they are many, tho’ many of thofe, 
which were afcribed to a fort of attraction by the 
ancients, are on better foundations afcribed to 
impulfe by the moderns. Butneither for the caufe 
cf impulfe, nor of attraction, nor of any aétion 
of body even the moft fenfible, can philofophy 
account. They, therefore, who ufe the word 
force as the fign of an unknown caufe, whilft 
they apply themfelves folely to difcover the Jaws 
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by which this caufe aéts, and the effeéts it pro- 
duces, make a proper ufe of the word. They 
who affect to talk in any other manner, either 
phyfical or metaphyfical, about force, abufe the 
word moft impertinently, and pervert into arti- 
fice a very ufeful art of the mind. 


Bur this is not the only method by which this 
art of the mind is perverted. It degenerates into 
artifice, likewife, by the ufe which they make of 
it, who invent words to point out caufes, they 
fuppofe unknown, of effeéts whofe real caufes are 
known. In the former method men are led into 
error by affecting knowledge; in this by affect- 
ing ignorance. Whatever force is, it is the cavfe 
of effects, that are known, but cannot be afcribed 
to any caufe that is known. In this the pro- 
priety of the word confifts: for if they could be 
afcribed to any caufe known and denominated, 
it would be improper, and the ufe of it could 
only ferve to miflead. But there may be more 
than error, there may be fraud, in this cafe; for, 
so borrow an image from the application of the 
word chance, the fair gamefter, who fhould fee 
a raffle of fixes thrown feveral times together, 
might afcribe it to chance, that is, to an un- 
known caufe, very properly; but the fharper, 
who had loaded the dice, or who knew that they 
were loaded, would afcribe it to chance fraudy- 
lently as well as improperly. 


I coutp with that AtcrPpHRON and LysicLes 
had made this obfervation to Ecturanor, and 
had 
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had applied it to fhew him why they admitted 
the word force, and rejected the word grace. 
The tafk would not have been hard, fince it 
would not have been hard to fhew him real caufes 
fufficiently known, and fufficiently marked by 
words, of the effects afcribed by him to a caufe 
fuppofed unknown, and marked by a diftinét 
word appropriated to this purpofe. They might 
have fhewn thefe caufes to be the influence of a 
religious education, a warm head, and a warmer 
heart; hope, fear, grief, joy, ftrong paffions 
turned by prejudice and habit to devotion, de- 
votion itfelf nurfing it’s own principles, the effect 
in it’s turn becoming a caufe uniform and con- 
ftant, or redoubling it’s force, on the leaft failure, 
in aéts of attrition, contrition, mortification, and 
repentance. They might have proved not only 
by probable reafons, but by indubitable facts, 
the fufficiency of thefe and other known caufes 
to produce all the effects commonly afcribed.to 
grace, even the moft aftonifhing that ever ap- 
peared in faints, confeffors, or martyrs. Nay, they. 
might have fhewn that effects more aftonifhing, 
and many of them better vouched, than moft of 
thefe, have been, and are {till daily, produced in 
men, whom it would be blafphemous to repute 
under the divine influence. Axcipnron might 
have illuftrated this argument in his ferious cha- 
racter, by quoting the faints, confeffors,and mar- 
tyrs of idolatry and herefy, and Lysrcres in his 
gayer character, by quoting thofe of atheifm, 
and of the moft abominable vices, as well as the 

mott 
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moft indifferent cuftoms ; of pacderafty, for ine - 
ftance, and of long beards, 


I am thinking what Eupxranor would have 
replied to the minute philofophers’; and can 
difcover no reply worthy of that folidity and 
that candor which render him equally admirable 
and amiable. He might have faid indeed that 
he was mifunderftood by them, that the parity 
he infifted.on was not meant to “ confift in a 
“ proof of grace, as well as force, from the 
** effects; that it was only meant to anfwer an 
- objection againft the doctrine of grace, fuppo- 
“ fing it proved from revelation, and not to 
« prove it’s exiftence ; that therefore if the pa- 
“ rity was fufficient to prove the pofibility of 
** believing grace without an idea of it, the 
** objeGtion they had made was anfwered, and 
“he aimed at no more.” But I think thay 
as minute philofophers as I am willing to allow 
Accrpnron and Lysicres to have been, they 
would have maintained very eafily the pertinence 
of their objection, and the infufficiency,of Eu- 
PHRANOR’s an{wer. 


Tuey might have faid, there is not even the 
parity you now fuippofe between force and grace. 
Our objeétion againft the latter did in effett an- 
ticipate your reply : and if we allowed your reply 
to be 4 good one, it would neither ftrengthen 
your caufe, nor weaken ours. The parity be- 
tweert forte and grace, which you confine now 
toa poltibility of believing one as well as the 

Vou. I. N other, 
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other, is not fufficient; becaufe it is not reat. 
The poffibility of believing force, is nothing more 
than the pofMibility of believing that every effe& 
has a caufe, tho’ the caufe be unknown to us, and 
the propriety of the word confifts in the appli- 
cation of it to no other caufe. The difparity and 
impropriety do not arife from our having no ilea 
ofgrace; foritis true that we have none of force : 
‘but they arife from hence, that there is not the 
fame pofbility of believing a caufe, whereof we 
have no idea, and which cannot be afcertained by 
‘it’s effets, as there is of believing one whereof 
we have no idea indeed, but which may be af- 
certained by it’s effeéts. You affume grace as 
a caufe of one particular kind, am immediate in- 
fluence of God on the mind ; and you apply it to 
effects that may have caufes of feveral kinds. 
Should a word be invented to fignify a moral 
caufe of effeéts purely phyfical, or a phyfical caufe 
of effeéts purely moral, you would laugh at the 
invention ; and you would be in the right. But 
is it a jot lefs ridiculous to affign a particulat 
caufe, either natural or fupernatural, of effects 
that may be produced by any, or all, of thefe; 
and to think to fave the abfurdity by faying that 
the word, invented to denote this caufe, has na 
idea attached to it, no more than that of force ? 


Tue ufe of the word force can have no equi- 
vocal confequence: the ufe of the word grace 
may. The teftimony, nay,the conviction, of men, 
that they felt the inflyerice of this unknown caufe, 

would 
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would not take off the equivocation. How 
fhould it, after all the examples that may be 
brought from daily experience? A real enthufiaft 
doubts no more of his perceptions of the opera- 
tions of grace, informing his mind, and deter- 
mining his will, than he doubts of his percep- 
tions of the action of outward objects on his 
fenfes, and perhaps lefs. 


Anotuer thing, which I imagine that the mi« 
nute philofophers would have faid to Eurura- 
Nor, is this. Since the parity you endeavour to 
eftablith between force and grace, cannot be fo 
eftablifhed as to anfwer your purpofe on any prin- 
ciples of reafon; it remains that the notion of 
grace cannot be received, nor the word employed, 
on any other authority, than that of implicit faith 
in the revelation by which you fuppofe the ex- 
iftence of grace proved. That authority obliges 
us to believe an action cr an influence of God on 
his eleét, the manner of which no human idea 
can reach: but on what authority, EupHranor, 
do you anfwer our “ objection againft the doc- 
“ trine of grace, by fuppofing it proved by re- 
* velation?” If you have proved this faét, thae 
the Chriftian revelation, in which the doétrine of 
grace is contained, was made by God to man- 
kind, as all faéts, and efpecially one of this im- 
portance, ought to be proved, for every other 
kind of proof proves nothing; we will agree, 
tho’ there be not the fame reafon for admit- 
ting grace as for admitting force, that both are to 
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be received alike. Our objection was infufficient ; 
but your anfwer then was unneceflary : for furely 
rothing can be more unnéceffary, than to go 
about to’eftablith on probable arguments what j is 
already eftablifhed on demontftration : andthereal 
exiftence of grace has been already demonftrated, 
if the truth of the revelation, in every part of it, 
has been fo; fince no propofition can be more 
demonftrated than this, that a doétrine taught 
by infinite wifdom and truth is a true doétrine. 
If you have not proved this faét, and we think 
you have fcarce attempted it, by the proper 
proofs, your argument is a pure fophifm. When 
we urge that the doctrine of grace, or any other 
Cc hriftian doéttine, i is inconceivable, or that it is 
pregnant with abfurd confequences, and there- 
fore unworthy of God ; this is urged, in ftrict- 
nefs, ex abundantia; for we do not give up the 
fundamental point, which is, that the authenti- 
city of your fcriptures, in the whole and in 
‘every part of them, and the truth by confe- 
quence of your revelation, has not been yet 
proved. When you fuppofe the contrary, there- 
fore, in difputing with us, you beg the queftion 
about a principle, in order to confirm a confe- 
quence. Thus it feems to me that the difpute 
between Evpxranor and the minute philofo- 
phers would have ended. What I have faid up- 
on it can be fcarce called a digreffion ; fince 
this comparifon of force and grace ferves admi- 
Fably, well to exemplify what has been faid con- 
cerning the art and artifice of the mind-in the 
prope 
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peoper and improper ufe of words, to which no 
determinate ideas are annexed, 
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Concerning Dr. Berx ey’s Scheme, That there is no material 
World. 


N confidering this fcheme, we fhall 
I I. Propofe the fcheme itfelf, and the arguments by which it is fupported. 

IJ. Examine the objections brought againtt it. 

III. Confider how far our enquiries into natural philofophy are affected by it. 

Sect. I. The {cheme itfelf is not, that fenfible objects have no real exiftence ; 
or that all is but a waking dream: he difclaims both thefe, his principle is, that 
no fenfible object exilts unperceived; or more plainly, that there is no material 
world, and that primary, as well as fecondary qualities, do only exift in the mind 
perceiving them ; fo that if all minds were annihilated, all bodies would be an- 
nihilated too; and the difference between dreaming and perceiving, is only that 
the latter is more active, regular and vivid than the former. 

The arguments by which the Doétor fupports this fyftem are thefe. 

1. The exiftence of a material world cannot be demonftrated ; becaufe an al- 
mighty power can always produce fuch fenfations without any archetype, and it 
is plain in dreams he does fo. ; 

Anf. This will not prove that he-bas dono it. We affert not that matter is a 
neceffary being ; but its actual exiftence may neverthelefs be proved, as well as 
that of a created mind. 

2. Itis an ufelefs incumbrance; becaufe a divine influence is neceffary to pro- 
duce ideas from material archetypes. 

Anf. Tne divine power may be illuftrated in fuch a harmony ; and the actual 
fupport of bodies feems an act of great power, as well as the union of the foul 
and body, of great wifdom. 

3. The fuppofition of it is very inconvenient, as it introduces difputes about 
the production and fubfiftance of bodies, the infinite divifibility of matter, the 


union of body and mind, &¢.—But it may be replied, that if giving occafion to. 


difputes could difprove the thing difputed about, we muft alfo give up the ex- 
iftence of fpiritual and immaterial beings. 

4. It implies a contradiétion. Senfible objects are the things we perceive by 
our fenfes ; but we can — only our own ideas and fenfations : now itis plainly 
epugnant, that any of our own Gnfations fhould exift unperceived, and. there-. 
fore that fenfible objects fhould fo exift. 

Anf. This is plainly taking the queftion for granted ; yet he triumphs greatly 


move-. 


in this argument, and fays, the bare poffibility of the exiftence of any extended; 
6 
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moveable fubftance, or in general any icea, or any thing like an idea, but in a 
thinkine mind, is abfurd. But this triumph is extremely ill grounded ; becaute 
if it were granted him, that fenfible objects are in fact only the things which 
our fenies immediately perceive, i. ¢. that they are our own ideas, (which is, as 
we obferved above, begging the queftion) it will not follow from thence, that 
it is impofMible there should be, or fhould have been, any éxternal archetypes 
of them. 
Berkley’s Princ. § 22. 

5. The varicus appearances of the fame object to different perfons at the fame 
time, prove that it exifts only in a perceiving mind; elfe the fame thing mutt 
have different magnitudes, colours, @&e. 

Anf. The various circumftances in which it is, feems to account for its 
different appearance ; and if the objeét were material, it mutt be fo. 

6. The beft philofophers have granied it as to /econdcry qualities, but the cafe 
is the fame as to primary.—This is denied. 

Sect. I. The objections againft it are thefe. 

1. To deny the poffibility of matter, is plainly limiting the power of God. 

2. This hypothefis which fuppofes us under a continual deception, reflects 
upon the divine veracity.—He antwers, the fame objection will lie againft fup- 
pofing the earth to move about the fun. 

3. The fenfes give us fuch an evidence, that if it is poffible they may be true 
notices of what paffes without us, we muft certainly believe they are fo. 

4. Our ideas can have no parts; but the objects of them have parts: therefore 
the objects are fomething different from the ideas theméelves. 

5. Every thing real is banifhed out of the world.—This Berkley exprefsly 
cenies. 

6. Things on this fuppofition are continually annihilated and created anew. 
—He aniwers, the fchoo]-men allow a continual creation. But that is a weak 
reply. If Adam and Eve both Mepr, the fun for that time was annihilated : ‘if it 
be faid, it exitted in the divine mind ; it may be anfwered, fo it did from all eter- 
nity, and at that rate all creatures muft be eternal. 

7- It makes all the apparatus of nature in the organization of plants and ani- 
mals vain. 

Anf, Not vainer than upon the fuppofition of a continued divine concurrence, 
afferted Prop, 32. they are rules which God has laid down, according to which 
he direéts his own operations. 

8. ‘This dottrine deftroys all the evidence of the exiftence of other created {pi- 
rits; fome alfo add, of the divine exiftence; but I think not: yet it certainly 
weakens fome proofs of it, efpecially that taken from the wis inertie of matter. 

Sect. II. How far our inquiries into natural philofophy are affected by it. 

5. It cuts off a great part of our prefent inquiries. : 

2. Ina ftrict fenfe, it would changea great part of our language. 


3. Never- 
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3. Neverthelefs, it leaves room for the obfervation of the phenomena of na- 
ture, and the connection between caufes and effects, in many inftances. On the 
whole, itis a {cheme defticute of proof; the moft we can affert is, that ic is 
pilible; and we are led every moment, whether we will or no, into an appre- 
hevifion of the contrary. If we believe it to be true, we ought to act in every 
inftance, and on every occafion, jult as if ic were falfe—We conclude with 
obferving, that as fome have denied all materia/, and others all immaterial fub- 
ttances, eacii aflerting one or the other only to be real, we may reafonably believe 


them doth to be fo. 
Berkley’s Prine. 8 Deal. paff. - - Hume's Eff. on the Princ. of Morality and 
Collier’s Immat. World. Nat. Kel. pert ii. Ef. iii, 
Baxter on the Soul, vel. ii. § 2. 7. 


PART 
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SECT. VIL. 


Of the exiftence of a material world. 
¥ T is beyond our power to fay, when or 

in whet order we came by our no- 
tions of thefe qualities. When we trace the 
operations of our mindsas far back as me- 
mory and reflection can carry us, we find 
them already in pofleflion of our imagina- 
tion and belief, and quite familiar to the 
mind: but how they came firft into its ac- 
guaintance, or what has given them fo 
{trong a hold of our belief, and what regard 
they deferve, are no doubt very impor- 
tant queftions in the philofophy of hu- 
man nature. 

Shall we, with the Bifhop of Cloyne, 


ferve them with a Quowarranto, and have 
them 
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them tried at the bar of philofophy, upon 
the ftatute of theideal fyftem? Indeed, in 
this trial they feem to have come off very 
pitifully, For although they had very 
able counfel, learned in the law, viz. 
Des Cartes, Malebranch, and Locke, who 
faid every thing they could for their 
clients ; the Bifhop of Cloyne, believing 
them to be aiders and abetters of herefy 
and fchifm, profecuted them with great 
vigour, fully anfwered all that had been 
pleaded in their defence, and filenced 
their ableft advocates ; who feem for half 
a century paft to decline the argument, and 
to truft to the favour of the jury rather 

than to the f{trength of their pleadings. 
Thus, the wifdom of philofophy is fet in 
oppofition to the common fenfe of man- 
kind. The firft pretends to demontftrate 
a@ priori, that there can be no fuch thing 
as a material world; that fun, moon, 
{tars, and earth, vegetable and animal 
bodies, are, and can be nothing elfe, but 
fenfations in the mind, or images of thofe 
fenfations in the memory and imagina- 
tion; that, like pain and joy, they can 
y have 
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have no exiftence when they are not 
thought of. The laft can conceive no o- 
therwife of this opinion, than asa kind 
of metaphyfical lunacy; and concludes, 
that too much learning is apt to make 
men mad; and that the man who feriouf- 
ly entertains this belief, though in other 
refpects he may bea very good man, asa 
man may be who believes that he is made 
of glafs; yet furely he hath a foft place in 
his underftanding, and hath been hurt by 
much thinking. 

This oppofition betwixt philofophy 
and common fenfe, is apt to have a very 
unhappy influence upon the philofopher 
himfelf. He fees human nature in an odd, 
unamiable, and mortifying light. He 
confiders himfelf, and the reft of his fpe- 
cies, as bora under a neceflity of belie- 
ving ten thoufand abfurdities and contra- 
dictions, and endowed with fuch a pit- 
tance of reafon, as is juft fufficient to 
make this unhappy difcovery: and this is 
all the fruit of his profound fpeculations. 
Such notions of human nature tend to 


flacken every nerveof the foul, to put e- 
very 
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very noble purpofe and fentiment out of 
countenance, and fpread a melancholy 
gloom over the whole face of things. 

If this is wifdom, let me be deluded 
with the vulgar. I find fomething with- 
in me that recoils againft it, and infpires 
more reverent fentiments of the human 
kind, and of the univerfal adminiftration. 
Common fenfe and reafon have both one 
author; that Almighty author, in all 
whofe other works we obferve a confiften- 
cy, uniformity, and beauty, which charm 
and delight the underftanding: there 
muft therefore be fome order and confift- 
ency in the human faculties, as well as 
in other parts of his workmanfhip. A 


man that thinks reverently of his own 
kind, and efteems true wifdom and phi- 


lofophy, will not be fond, nay, will be 
very fufpicious, of fuch ftrange and para- 
doxical opinions. If they are falle, they 
difgrace philofophy ; and if they are true, 
they degrade the human fpecies, and 

make us juftly afhamed of our frame. 
To what purpofe is it for philofophy to 
decide againft common fenfe in this or a- 
re ny 
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ny other matter? The belief of a material 
world is older, and of more authority, 
than any principles of philofophy. It 
declines the tribunal of reafon, and laughs 
at all the artillery of the logician. It retains 
its fovereign authority in fpite of all the 
edicts of philofophy, and reafon itfelf 
mutt ftoop to its orders. Even thofe phi- 
lofophers who have difowned the autho- 
rity of our notions of anexternal material 
world, confefs, that they find themfelves 
under a neceffity of fubmitting to their 
power. 

Methinks, therefore, it were better to 
make a virtue of neceflity ; and, fince we 
cannot get rid of the vulgar notion and 
belief of an external world, to reconcile 
our reafon to it as well as we can: for if 
Reafon fhould ftomach and fret ever fo 
much at this yoke, fhe cannot throw it 
off ; if fhe will not be the fervant of Com- 
mon Senfe, fhe muft be her flave. 

In order therefore to reconcile reafon 
to common fenfe in this matter, I beg 
leave to offer to the confideration of phi- 
lofophers thefe two obfervations. Firft, 

That 
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That in all this debate about the exiftence 
of a material world, it hath been taken 
for granted on both fides, that this fame 
material world, if any fuch there be, muft 
be the exprefs image of our fenfations ; 
that we can have no conception of any 
material thing which is not like fome fenfa- 
tion in our minds ; and particularly, that 
the fenfations of touch are images of ex- 
tenfion, hardnefs, figure, and motion. 
Every argument brought againft the ex- 
iftence of a material world, either by the 
Bifhop of Cloyne, or by the author of the 
Treatife of human nature, fuppofeth this. 
If this is true, their arguments are con- 
clufive and unanfwerable: but, on the 
other hand, if it is not true, there is no 
fhadow of argument left. Have thofe 
philofophers then given any folid proof 
of this hypothefis, upon which the whole 
weight of fo ftrange a fyftem refts? No. 
They have not fo much as attempted to 
do it. But, becaufe ancient and modern 
philofophers have agreed in this opinion, 
they have taken it for granted. But let 
us, as becomes philofophers, lay afide 

authority ; 
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authority ; we need not furely confult 
Ariftotle or Locke, to know whether pain 
be like the point of a fword. 1 have as 
elear a conception of extenfion, hardnefs, 
and motion, as I have of the point of a 
{word ; and, with fome pains and practice, 
I can form as clear a notion of the other 
fenfations of touch, as I have of pain. 
When I do fo, and compare them to- 
gether, it appears to me clear as day- 
light, that the former are not of kin to 
the latter, nor refemble them in any one 
feature. They are as unlike, yea as cer- 
tainly and manifeftly unlike, as pain is 
to the point of a fword. It may be true, 
that thofe fenfations firft introduced the 
material world to our acquaintance ; it 
may be true, that it feldom or never ap- 
pears without their company : but, for all 
that, they are as unlike as the paflion of 
anger is to thofe features of the counte- 
nance which attend it. 

So that, in the fentence thofe philofo- 
phers have pafled againft the material 
world, there is an error perfone. Their 


proof touches not matter, or any of its 
qualities; 
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qualitics ; but ftrikes directly againft an 
idol of their own imagination, a material 
world made of ideas and fenfations, which 
never had nor can have an exiftence. 

Secondly, The very exiftence of our 
conceptions of extenfion, figure, and mo- 
tion, fince they are neither ideas of fenfa- 
tion nor reflection, overturns the whole 
ideal fyftem, by which the material world 
hath been tried and condemned: fo that 
there hath been likewife in this fentence 
an error juris. 

It is a very fine and a juft obfervation 
of Locke, That as no human art can 
create a fingle particle of matter, and the 
whole extent of our power over the mate- 
rial world, confifts in compounding, com- 
bining, and disjoining the matter made 
to our hands; fo in the world of thought, 
the materials are all made by nature, and 
can only be varioufly combined and dif- 
joined by us. So that it is impoffible for 
reafon or prejudice, true or falfe philofo- 
phy, to produce one fimple notion or con- 
ception, which is not the work of nature, 
and the refult of our conftitution. The 

conception 
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conception of extenfion, motion, and the 
other attributes of matter, cannot be the 
effect of error or prejudice, it muft be the 
work of nature. And the power or facul- 
ty by which we acquire thofe conceptions, 
muft be fomething different from any 
power of the human mind that hath been 
explained, fince it is neither fenfation nor 
refleCtion. 

This I would therefore humbly propofe 
as an experimentum crucis, by which the 
ideal fyftem muft ftand or fall; and it 
brings the matter to a fhort iffue: Ex- 
tenfion, figure, motion, may, any one, 
or all of them, be taken for the fubje& 
of this experiment. Either they are ideas 
of fenfation, or they are not. If any one 
of them can be fhown to be an idea of fen- 
fation, or to have the Jeaft refemblance to 
any fenfation, I lay my hand upon my 
mouth, and give up all pretence to recon- 
cile reafon to common fenfe in this mat- 
ter, and muft fuffer the ideal fcepticifm 
to triumph. But if, on the other hand, 
they are not ideas of fenfation, nor like 
to any fenfation, then the ideal fyftem is 

a 
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a rope of fand, and all the laboured ar- 
guments of the fceptical philofophy a- 
gainft a material world, and againft the 
exiftence of every thing but impreflions 
and ideas, procced upon a falfe hypothe- 
fis. 

If our philofophy concerning the mind 
be fo lame with regard to the origin of the 
cleareft, moft fimple, and mof familiar 
objects of thought, and the powers from 
which they are derived, can we expect 
that it fhould be more perfect in the ac- 
count it gives of the origin of our opi- 
nions and belicf? We have feen already 
fome initances of its imperfetion in this 
refpect: and perhaps that fame Nature 
which hath given us the power to con- 
ceive things altogether unlike to any of 
our fenfations, or to any operation of our 
minds, hath likewife provided for our be- 
lief of them, by fome part of our contti- 
tution hitherto not expiained. 

Bithop Berkeley hath proved, beyond 
the poflibility of reply, that we cannot by 
reafoning infer the exiftence of matter 
from our fenfations: and the author of 


U the 
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the Treatife of human nature hath proved 
no iefS clearly, that we cannot by reafon- 
ing infer the exiftence of our own o7 other 
minds from our fenfations. But are we 
to admit nothing but what can be proved 
by reafoning? ‘Then we mutt be fceptics 
indeed, and believe nothing at all. The 
author of the Treatife of human nature ap- 
pears to me to be but a half-fceptic. He 
hath not followed his principles fo far as 
they lead him: but after having, with un- 
paralleiled intrepidity and fuccefs, com- 
bated vulgar prejudices; when he had but 
one blow to ftrike, his courage fails him, 
he fairly lays down his arms, and yields 
himfelf a captive to the moft common 
of all vulgar prejudices, I mean the belief 
of the exiftence of his own impreffions 
and ideas. 

I beg therefore to have the honour of 
making an addition to the fceptical fy- 
ftem, without which I conceive it cannot 
hang together. I affirm, that the belief 
of the exiftence of impreffions and ideas, 
is as little fupported by reafon, as that of 
the exiftence of minds and bodies. No 

man 
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man ever did, or could ofer any reafon 
for this belicf. Des Cartes took it for 
granted, that he thought, and had fen- 
fations and ideas; fo have all his follow- 
ers done. Iiven the hero of {cepticifin 
hath yielded this point, I crave leave to 
fay, weakly and imprudently. I fay fo, 
becaufe I am perfuaded that there is no 
principle of his philofophy that obliged 
him to make this conceflion. And what 
is there in impreffions and ideas fo formi- 
dable, that this all-conqucring philofo- 
phy, after triumphing over every other 
exiftence, fhould pay homage to them? 
Befides, the conceffion is dangerous: for 
belief is of fucha nature, that if you leave 
any root, it will {pread ; and you may 
more eafily pull it up altogether, than 
fay, Hitherto fhalt thou go, and no fur- 
ther; the exiftence of impreffions and 
ideas I give up to thee; but fee thou pre- 
tend to nothing more. A thorough and 
confiftent fceptic will never, therefore, 
yield this point; and while he holds it, 
you can never oblige him to yield any 
thing elf. | 

Us To 
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To fuch a fceptic I have nothing to 
fay; but of the femi-fceptics, I fhould 
beg to know, why they believe the exift- 
ence of their impreflions and ideas. The 
truc reafon I take to be, becaufe they can- 
not heip it; and the fame reafon will lead 
them to believe many other things. 

All reafoning muft be from firft prin- 
ciples; and for firft principles no other 
reaton can be piven but this, that, by the 
conftitution of cur nature, we are under 
a neceility of affenting to them. Such 
principles are parts of our conftitution, 
no lefs than the power of thinking: rea- 
fon can neither make nor deflroy them; 
nor can it do any thing without them: 
it is like a telelcope, which may help a 
man to fee farther, who hath eyes ; but 
without eyes, a telefcope fhews nothing 
at all. A mathematician cannot prove 
the truth of his axioms, nor can he 
prove any thing, unlefs he takes them 
for granted. We cannot prove the exift- 
ence of our minds, nor even of our 
thoughts and fenfaticns. A hiftcrian, or 


a witnefs, can prove ncthing, unlefs it is 
taken 
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taken for granted, that the memory and 
fenfes may be trufed. A natural philo- 
fopher can prove nothing, unlefs it is ta- 
sen for granted, that the courfe of na- 
ture is fteady and uniform. 

How or when [ got fuch firft princi- 
ples, upon which I build all my reafon- 
ing, [know not; for I had them before 
ican remember: but I am fure they are 
parts of my conftitution, and that I can- 
not throw them off. That our thoughts 
and fenfations muft have a fubject, which 
we call ourfei7, is not therefore an opi- 
nion got by reafoning, but a natural 
principle. That our fenfations of touch 
indicate fomething external, extended, fi- 
gured, hard or foft, is nota deduction 
of reafon, but a natural principle. The 
belief of it, and the very conception of it, 
are equally parts of our conftitution. If 
we are deccived in it, we are deceived by 
him that made us, and there is no remc- 
dy. 

I do not mean to affirm, that the fenfa- 
tions of touch do from the very firft fug- 
geft the fame notions of bedy and its 

qualitics, 
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qualities, which they do when we are 
grown up. Perhaps Nature is frugal in 
this, as in her other operations. The paf- 
fion of love, with all its concomitant fen- 
timents and defires, is naturally fuggefted 
by the perception of beauty in the other fex. 
Yet the fame perception does not fuggeft the 
tender paffion, till a certain period of life. 
A blow given to an infant, raifes grief and 
lamentation; but when he grows up, it 
as naturally ftirs refentment, and prompts 
him to refiftance. Perhaps a child in the 
womb, or for fome fhort period of its 
exiftence, is merely a fentient being: the 
faculties, by which it perceives an exter- 
nal world, by which it reflects on its 
own thoughts, and exiftence, and rela- 
tion to other things, as wellas its reafon- 
ing and moral faculties, do poflibly un- 
fold themfelves by degrees; fo that it is 
infpired with the various principles of 
common fenfe, as with the paflions of 
love and refentment, when it has occa- 
fion for them. 


SECT, 
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S E C T. VIII. 


Of the fiftems of philofophers concerning the 


ALL the fyftems of philofophers about 
our fenfes and their objects have fplit 
upon this rock, of not diftinguifhing 
properly fenfations, which can have 
no exiftence but when they are felt, from 
the things fuggefted by them. Ariftotle, 
with as diftinguifhing a head as ever ap- 
plied to philofophical difquifitions, con- 
founds thefe two ; and makes every fen- 
fation to be the form, without the matter, 
of the thing perceived by it. As the im- 
preffion of a feal upon wax has the form 
of the feal, but nothing of the matter of it; 
fo he conceived our fenfations to be im- 
preflions upon the mind, which bear the 
image, likencfs, or form of the extcrnal 
thing perceived, without the matter of it. 
Colour, found, and fmell, as wel] as exten- 
fion, figure, and hardnefs, are, according to 
him, various forms of matter: our fenfations 
are the fame forms imprinted on the mind, 
and 
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and perceived in its own intelleé&t. It is 
evident from this, that Ariftotie made no 
diftinétion between primary and feconda- 
ry qualities of bodies, although that dif 
tin€tion was made by Democritus, Epi- 
curus, and others of the ancients. 

Des Cartes, Malebranch, and Locke, 
revived the diftinétion between primary 
and fecoadary qualities. But they made 
the fecondary qualities mere fenfations, 
and the primary ones refemblances of our 
fenfations. They maintained, that co- 
lour, found, and heat, are not any 
thing in bodies, but fenfations of the 
mind: At the fame time, they acknow- 
ledged fome particular texture or modifi- 
cation of the body, to be the caufe or oc- 
cafion of thofe fenfations; but to this mo- 
dification they gave no name. Whereas, 
by the vulgar, the names of colour, heat, 
and found, are but rarely applied to the 
fenfations, and moft commonly to thofe 


already explained. The conftitution of 


our nature leads us rather to attend tothe 
things fignified by the fenfation, than to 


the 
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the fenfation itfelf, and to give 2 nameto 
the former rather than to the latter. Thus 
we fee, that with regard to fecondary 
qualitics, thefe philofophers thought with 
the vulgar, and with common fenfe. Their 
paradoxes were only an abufe of words. 
For when they maintain as an important 
modern difcovery, that there is no heat 
in the fire, they mean no more, than that 
the fire does not feel heat, which every 
one knew before. 

With regard to primary qualitics, thefe 
philofophers erred more grofsly : they in- 
deed believed the exiftence of thofe quali- 
ties ; but they did not atall attend to the 
fenfations that fuggeft them, which ha- 
ving no names, have been as little confi- 
dered as if they had no exiftence. They 
were aware, that figure, extenfion, and 
hardnefs, are perccived by means of fen- 
fations of touch; whence they rafhly 
concluded, that thefe fenfations muft 
be images and refemblances of figure, 
extenfion, and hardnefs. 

The received hypothefis of ideas natu- 
rally led them to this conclufion: and in- 

Xx deed 
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deed could not confit with any other ; 

for according to that hypothefis, external 

things mutt be perceived by means cf 

images of them in the mind; and what 

can thofe images of externai things in the 

mind be, but the fenfaticas by which we 
erceive them? 

This however was to draw a conclufion 
from a hypothefis againft fact. We nced 
not have recourfe to any hypothefis to 
know what our fenfations are, or what 
they are like. By a proper degree of re- 
Acdtion and attention we may underftand 
them pericctly, and be as certain that 
they are not like any quality of body, as 
we can be, that the toothach is not likea 
triangle. How a fenfation fhould in- 
{tantly make us conccive and believe the 
exiltence of an external thing altoge- 
ther unlike to it, I do not pretend to know; 
and when I fay that the one fuggefts the 
other, I mean not to explain the manner 
of their connection, but to exprefs a fact, 
which every one may be confcious of ; 
namely, that, by a law of our nature, 
fuch a conception and belief confiantly 
and immediately follow the fenfation. 

Lilhop 
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Bifhop Rerkeley gave new light to this 
fubject, by fhowing, that the qualities 
of an inanimate thing, fuich as matter is 
conceived to be, cannet refemble any fen- 
fation; that itis impofible to conceive 
any thing like the fenfations of our minds, 
bur the fenfations of other minds. Every 
one that attends properly to his fenfations 
mut affen: to this; yet it had efcaped all 
the philofophers that came before Berke- 
ley: it had efcaped even the ingenious 
Locke, who had fo much prattifed re- 
flection on the operations of his own mind. 
So difficult it is to attend properly even 
to our own feclings. They are fo accu- 
ftomed to pafs through the mind unob- 
ferved, and inftantly to make way for 
that which nature intended them to fgni- 
fy, that it is extremely difficult to ftop, 
and furvey them; and when we think 
we have acquired this power, perhaps the 
mind ftill fluctuates between the fenfa- 
tion and its afleciated quality, fo that they 
mix together, and prefent fomething to 
the imagination that is compounded of 
teth. ‘Thus ina globe or cylinder, whofe 

pe oprofite 
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oppofite fides are quite unlike in colour, 
if you turn it flowly, the colours are per- 
fectly diilinguiihable, and their difiimili- 
tude is manifeft; but if it is turned faft, 
they iofe their diftin@tion, and feern to be 
of one and the fame colour. 

No fucceflion can be more quick, than 
that of tangible qualitics to the fenfations 
with which nature has affociated them: 
but when one has once acquired the art 
of making them feparate and diftinct ob- 
jects of thought, ke will then clearly per- 
ceive, tnat the maxim of Bifhop Berkeley 
above mentioned, is felf-evident; and that 
the features of the face are not more un- 
like toa paflion of the mind which they 
indicate, than the fenfations of touch are 
to the primary qualitics of body. 

But let us obferve what ufe the Bifhep 
makes of this important difcovery: Why, 
he concludes, that we can have no con- 
ception of an inanimate fubftance, fuch 
as matter is conceived to be, or of any 
of its gualitics; and that there is the 
firongeft ground to believe that there is 
ne exiftence in nature but minds, fenfa- 

tions, 
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tions, and ideas: if there is any other 
kind of exiftences, it muft be what we 
neither have nor can have any conception 
of. But how does this follow? Why 
thus: We can have no conception of any 
thing but what refembles fome fenfation 
or idea in our minds ; but the fenfations 
and ideas in our minds can refemble no- 
thing but the fenfations and ideas in other 
minds; therefore, the conclufion is evi- 
dent. This argument, we fee, leans upon 
two propofitions. The Jaft of them the 
ingenious author hath indeed made evi- 
dent to all that underftand his reafoning, 
and can attend to their own fenfations: 
but the firft propofition he never at- 
tempts to prove; it is taken from the doc- 
trine of ideas, which hath been fo univer- 
fally received by philofophers, that it was 
thought to need no proof. 

We may here again obferve, that this 
acute writer argues from a hypothefis 
againft fact, and againft the common 
fenfe of mankind. That we can have no 
conception of any thing, unlefs there is 
fome impreflion, fenfation, or idea, in 

our 
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our minds which refembles it, is indeed 
an opinion which hath been very general- 
ly received among philofophers ; but it is 
neither felf-evident, nor hath it been clear- 
ly proved: and therefore it had been more 
reafonable to call in queftion this dotrine 
of philofophers, than to difcard the ma- 
terial world, and by that means expofe 
philofophy to the ridicule of all men, who 
will not offer up common fenfe as a facri- 
fice to metaphyfics. 

We ought, however, to do this juftice 
both to the Bifhop of Cloyne and to the 
author of the Treati/e of human nature, to ac- 
knowledge, that their conclufions are juft- 
ly drawn from the doctrine of ideas, 
which has been fo univerally received. 
On the other hand, from the charater of 
Bifhop Berkeley, and of his predeceflors 
Des Cartes, Locke, and Malebranch, we 
may venture to fay, that if they had iten 
all the confequences of this doGtrine, as 
clearly as the author before mentioned 
did, they would have fufpected it vehe- 
mently, and examined it more carefully 
than they appear to have done. 

The theory of ideas, like the Trojan 

herf{e, 
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horfe, had a fpecious appearance both of 
innocence and beauty ; but if thofe philo- 
fophers had known that it carried in its 
belly death and deftruction to all fcience 
and common fenfe, they would not have 
breken down their walls to give it admit- 
tance. 

That we have clear and diftin& concep- 
tions of extenfion, figure, motion, and 
other attributes of body, which are nei- 
ther fenfations, nor like any fenfation, is a 
fa&t of which we may be as certain, as 
that we have fenfations. And that all 
mankind have a fixed belief of an exter- 
nal material world, a belief which is nci- 
ther got by reafoning nor education, and 
a belief which we cannot fhake off, even 
when we feem to have ftrong arguments 
againft it, and no fhadow of argument 
for it, is likewife a fact, for which we 
have all the cvidence that the nature of 
the thing admits. Thefe facts are phe- 
nomena of human nature, from which 
we may juftly argue againft any hypo- 
thefis, however generally received. But 
to argue from a hypothefis againtt facts, is 
contrary to the rules of true philofophy. 

CHAP. 
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SECT. IL 


Of the Non-exiftence of Matter. 


I the preceding feétion I have taken a flight furvey 
of the principles, and method of inveftigation, 
adopted by the moft celebrated promoters of modern 
fcepticifm. And it appears, that they have not at- 
tended to the diftinétion of reafon and common fenfe, 
as explained in the firft part of this Effay, and as ac- 
knowledged by mathematicians and natural philofo- 
phers. Erroneous, abfurd, and felf-contradi€tory no- 
tions, have been the confequence. And now, by en- 
tering into a more particular detail, we might cafily 
fhow, that many of thofe abfurdities that difgrace the 
philofophy of human nature, would never have exiit- 
ed, if men had acknowledged and attended to this 
diftinétion ; regulating their inquiries by the criterion 
above-mentioned, and never profecuting any chain of 
argument beyond the felf-evident principles of com- 
mon fenfe. We fhall confine ourfelves to two inftan- 
ces; one of which is conneéted with the evidence of 
external fenfe, and the other with that of internal. 


That 
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That matter or body hatha real, feparate, indepen- 
dent exiftence *; that there is 2 rea) fun above us, a 
real air around us, and a real earth under our feet, 
has been the univerfal belief of all men who were not 
mad, ever fince the creation. This is believed, not 
becaufe it is or can be proved by argument, but be- 
caufe the conttitution of our nature is fuch that we mu 
believe it. There is here the fame ground of belief, 
that there is in the following propofitions: }] exif; 
whetever is, is; two and two make four. It is abfurd, 
nay, itis impoflible, to believe the contrary. I could 
as eafily believe, that I do not exift ; that two and two 
are equal to three, that whatever is, is not; as believe, 
that I have neither hands, nor feet, nor head, nor 
cloaths, nor houfe, nor country, nor acquaintance ; 
that the fun, moon, and ftars, and ocean, and tem- 
peft, thunder, and lightning, mountains, rivers, and 
Cities, have no exiftence but as ideas or thoughts in my 
mind, and independent on me and my faculties, do 
not exift at all, and could not poflibly exift if I were 
to be annihilated ; that fire, and burning, and pain, 
which I feel, and the recolleétion of pain that is pait, 
and the idea of pain which I never felt, are all in the 
fame fenfe ideas or perceptions in my mind, and no- 
thing elfe ; that the qualities of matter are not quali- 
ties of matter, but affections of {pirit; and that I have 
no evidence that any being exifts in nature but myfelf. 
Philofophers may fay what they pleafe; and the world, 
who are apt enough to admire what is monftrous, may 

give 


* By independent exiftence, we mean an exiftence that does not 
depend on us, nos, fo far as we know, on any being, except the 
Creator, Berkzxey, and others, fay, that matter exifts not 
but in the minds that perceive it; and confequently depends, in 
refpect of its exiftence, upon thofe minds. 
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give them credit; but I affirm, that it is not in the 
power, either of wit or madnefs, to contrive any con- 
ceit more inconfiftent, more abfurd, or more nonfenfi- 
cal, than this, That the material world hath no exif. 
ence but in my mind. 

Des Cartes acknowledges, that every perfon muft 
be perfuaded of the exiftence of a material world: but 
he does not allow this point to be felf-evident, or fo 
certain as not to admit of doubt; becaufe, fays he, 
we find in experience, that our fenfes are fometimes 
inan error, and becaufein dreams we often miftake ideas 
for external things really exifting. He therefore be- 
gins his philofophy of bodies with a formal proof of 
the exiftence of body *. 

But however imperfect, and however fallacious, we 
acknowledge our fenfes to be in other matters, it is cer- 
tain, that no man ever thought them fallaciou, in re- 
gard to the exiftence of body ; nay, every man of a found 
mind, is, by the law of his nature, convinced, that, 
in this refpeét at leaft, they are not, and cannot be 
miftaken. Men have fometimes been deceived by fo- 
phiftical argument, becaufe the human underftanding 
is in fome, and indeed in many, refpeéts fallible; 
but does it follow, that we cannot, without proof, 
be ccrtain of any thing, not even of our own exift- 
ence, nor of the truth of a geometrical axiom ? Some 
difeafes are fo fatal to the mind, as to confound men’s 
notions even of their own identity ; but does it follow, 
that I cannot be certain of my being the fame perfon 
to-day I was yelterday, and twenty years ago, ull T 
have firft proved this point by ment? And be- 
caufe we are fometimes deceived by our fentes, does 


it therefore follow, that we never are certain of sea 
n 


© Cartefii Principia, part 1, § 4. part 2. §1. 
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not being deceived by them, till we have firft con- 
vinced ourfelves by reafoning that they are not deceit- 
ful ?—If a Cartefian can prove, that there have been 
a few perfons of found underftanding, who, from a 
conviétion of the deceitfulnefs of their fenfes, have 
really difbelieved, or ferioufly doubted, the exiftence 
of a material world, I fhall allow a conviétion of this 
deceitfulnefs to be a fufficient ground for fuch doube 
or difbelief, in one or a few inftances; and if he can 
prove, that fuch doubt or difbelief, hath at any time 
been general among mankind, I fhall allow that 
it may poflibly be fo again: but if it be certain, 
as I think it is, that no man of a found mind, 
however fufpicious of the veracity ef his fenfes, 
ever did or could really difbelieve or ferioufly 
doubt, the exiftence of a material world, then is this 
point felf-evident, and a principle of common fenfe, 
even on the fuppofition that our fenfes are as deceitful 
as Des Cartes and Macenrancue chufe to repre- 
fent them. But we have formerly proved, that our 
fenfes are never fuppofed to be deceitful, except when 
we are con{cious, that our experience is partial, or our 
obfervation inaccurate ; and that, even then, the falla- 
cy is deteéted, and reétified, only by the evidence of 
fenfe placed in circumftances more favourable to accu- 
rate obfervation. In regard to the exiftence of matter, 
therg cannot poflibly be a fufpicion, that our obferva- 
tion is inaccurate, or our experience partial; and there- 
fore it is not poflible, that ever we fhould diftruit our 
fenfes in this particular. If it were poflible, our dif- 
truft could never be removed either by reafoning or by. 

experience, 
As to the fufpicion againft the exiltence of matter 
that is fuppofed to arife from our experience of the 
delufions 
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delufions of dreaming, we obferve, in the firft place, 
that if this be allowed a fufficient ground for fufpeet- 
ing, that our waking perceptions are equally delufive, 
there is at once an end of all truth, reafoning, and: 
common ferfe. That I am at prefent awake, and not 
afleep, 1 certainly know; but I cannot prove it: for 
there is no criterion for diftinguifhing dreaming fancies 
from waking perceptions, more evident, than that I 
am now awake, which is the point in queftion ; and, 
as we have often remarked, it is effential to every proof, 
to be more evident than that which is to be proved. 
That I am now awake, muft therefore carry its own 
evidence along with it; if ic be evident atall, it mut 
be felf-evident. And fo it is: we may iniftake dreams 
for realities, but no rational being ever miftook a reali- 
ty foradream. Had we the command of our undcr- 
fanding and memory in fleep, we fhould probably be 
fenfible, that the appearances of our dreams are all de- 
lufive: which in faét is fometimes the cafe; at leaf I 
have fometimes been confcious, that my dream was & 
dream ; and when it was difagreeable, have actually 
made cfforts to awake myfelf, which have fuccecded. 
But fleep has a wonderful power over all our faculties. 
Sometimes we feem to have entirely loft our moral fa- 
culty; as when we dream of committing, without 
fcruple or remorfe, what we could hardly think of “ hen 
awake without horror. Sometimes inemory 15 extin- 
guithed; as when we dream of converfing with our 
departed friends, without remembering any thing of 
their death, tho’ it was perhaps one of the moft flrik- 
ing incidents we had ever experienced, and is feldom 
or never out of our thoughts when we are awake. 
Sometimes our underftanding feems to have quite for- 
faken us; «s when we dream of talking with a dead 


friend, remembering at the fame time that he is ines 
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but without being con{cious of any thing abfurd or un- 
ufual in the circuinftance of converfing with adead man, 
Confidering thefe and the other effects of fleep upon 
the mind, we need not be furprifed, that it fhould 
caufe us to miftake our own ideas for real things, and 
be affected with thofe in the fame manner as with 
thefe.——But the moment we awake, and recover 
the ufe of our faculties, we become fenfible, that the 
dream was a delufion, and that the objeéts which now 
folicit our notice are real. To demand a reafon for 
the implicit confidence we repofe in our waking per- 
ceptions ; or to defire us to prove, that things are as 
they appear to our waking fenfes, and not as they ap- 
pear to us in fleep, is as unreafonable as to demand a 
reafon for our belief in our own exiftence: in both 
cafes our belief is neceflary and unavoidable, the re- 
fult of a law of nature, and what we cannot in 
praétice contradiét, but to our flame and perdi- 
tion, 

If the delufions of dreaming furnifh any reafonable 
pretence for doubting the authenticity of our waking 
perceptions, they may, with equal reaion, make me 
doubtful of my own identity: for I have often dream- 
ed that I was a perfon different from whatiam; nay, 
that I was two or more diitinét perfons at one and the 
fame time. 

Further: If Des Cartes thought an argument 
neceffary to convince him, that his perception of the 
external world was not imaginary, but real, I would 
afk, how he could know thac his argument was real, 
and not imaginary. How could he know that he was 
awake, and not afleep, when he wrote his Principles of 
Philofophy, if his waking thoughts did not, previous 
to all reafoning, carry along with them undeniable 
evidence of their reality? Jam ewake, is a principle 

which 
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which he muft have taken for granted, even before he 
could fatisfy himfelf of the truth of what he thought 
the firlt of all principles, Cogito, ergo fum.—To all 
which we may add, that if there be any perfons in the 
world who never dream at all, ® (and fome fach I 
think there are,) and whofe belief in the exiftence of a 
material world is not a whit ftronger than that of thofe 
whofe flcep is always attended with dreaming ; this is 
a proof from experience, that the delufions of fleep do 
not in the leaft affect our convidtion of the authenticity 
of the perceptions we receive, and the faculties weexert, 
when awake. 

The firt part of Des Cartes’ argument for the 
exiftence of bodies, would prove the reality of the vifi- 
onary ideas we perceive in dreams; for they, as well 
as bodies, prefent themfelves to us, independent on 
our will. But the principal part of his argument is 
founded in the veracity of God, which he had before 
inferred from our conicioufnefs of the idca of an infi- 
nitely perfe&t, independent, and neceflarily-exiftent be- 
ing. Our fenfes inform us of the exiflence of body; 
they give us this information in confequence of a law 
eftablifhed by the divine will: but God is no deceiver; 
therefore is their information true, I have formerly 

given 


® «J once knewaman,” fays Mr. Locxs, ‘ who was bred 
a fcholar, and had no bad memory, who told me, that he had 
«© never dreamed in his life, till he had that fever he was then new- 
«ly recovered of, which was about the five or fix and twentieth 
year of his age. 1 fuppofe the world affords more fuch in- 


« ftances,” 
Effay on Human Under flanding , book 2. che, 


A young gentleman of my acquaintance told me, a few days ago, 
that he never dreams at all, except when his health is difordered. 
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given my opinion of this argument, and fhown that it 
is a fophifm, as the author {tates it. We mutt believe 
our faculties to be true, before we can be convinced, 
either by proof, or by intuitive evidence. If we refufe 
to believe in our faculties, till their veracity be firit af- = 
certained by reafoning, we fhall never believe in them 
at all. * 

MAcesrancue || fays, that men are more certain 
of the exiftence of God, than of the exiitence of body. 
He allows, that Des Cartes hath proved the ex- 
iltence of body, by the ftrongeft arguments that reafon 
alone could furnifh ; nay, he feems to acknowledge 
thofe arguments to be in every refpeét unexception- 
able: { yet he does not admit, that they amount to 
a full demonftration of the exiftence of matter. In 
philofophy, fayshe, we ought to maintain our liberty 
as long as we can, and to believe nothing whatfoever, 

but 


* See the preceding fection. 


|| Recherche de la Verité, tom. 3. p. jo, A Paris, chez 
Pralard, 1679. 


1 Mais quoque M. Des Canrezs ait donné les preuves le plus 
fortes que la raifon toute feule puiffe fournir pour l’exiftence des 
corps ; quoiqu’ il foit evident, que Dieu n’eft point trompeur, et 
qu’on puiffe dire qu'il nous tromperoit efteétivement, fi nous nous 
trompions nous-mémes en faifant !"ufag: que nous devons faire de 
notre efprit et des autres facultez dont il eft l’auteur; cependant 
n peut dire que l’exiftence dela matierc n’eft point encore parfaite- 
ment demontrée. Car, enfin, en matiere de philofophiec, nous ae 
devons croire quuique ce foit, gus lorfyue Pevidence nous y oblige. 
Nous devons faire ufage de notre liberté autant que nous le pou- 
vons,——Pour étre pleinement convaincus qu'il y a des corps, il 
faut qu’on nous demontre, non feulement qu'il y a un Dieu, et que 
Dieu n’eft point trempeur, mais encore que Dieu nous a affuré qu'il 
en a effeétivement crée: ce que je ne trouve point prouvé dans les 
Ouvrages de M. Dus Canres. 


Tom. 35 £- 37s 38) 39- 
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but when evidence compels us to believe, To be 
fally convinced of the exiftence of bodies, it is ne- 
ceflary that we have it demonftrated to us, not only 
that there is a God, and that God is no deceiver, but 
_alio that God hath affured us, that he hath attually 
created fuch bodies ; and this, fays he, I do not find 
proved in the works of M. Des Cartes. 

There are, according to MacesBrancue, but two 
ways in which God fpeaks to the mind, and compels 
(or obliges) itte believe; to wit, by evidence, and by 
the faith. “ The faith obliges us to believe that bo- 
“ dies exift; but as to the evidence of this truth, it 
“* certainly is not complete; and it is alfo certain, 
“ that we are not invincibly determined to believe, 
“ that any thing exifts, but God, and our own mind. 
It istrue, that we have an extreme propenfity to be- 
“ lieve that we are furrounded with corporeal beings ; 
“ fo far agree with M. Des Cartes: but this pro- 
“ penfity, natural as it is, doth not force our belief 
“« by evidence; it only inclines us to believe by im- 
“ prefion. Now we ought not to be determined, in 
“ our free judginents, by any thing but light and evi- 
© dence; it we fuffer ourlelves to be guided by the 
* fenfible imprefliun, we fhal]l be alinoft always 
*« miftaken.” + Our author then propotes, in brief, 

the 


+ Dieu en parle 2 l'ef.rit, et ne Voblige 4 croize qu'en deux 
manieres; par l'eviden c, ct parla foi. Je demeure d’accerd, que 
la foi oblige a craire qwil y ades corps: mais pour l’evidence, i ef 
certain, qu'elle n’eft point enticre, et que nous ne fommes point 
invinciblement portez a croire qu'il y ait quelqu’ autre chole que 
Dieu et adtre efprit, Il eft vray, que nous avons un penchant ex- 
tréme 4 croire qu'il y a des corps qui nous environnent. Je 
Vaccorde a M. Des Cartes: mais ce penchant, tont naturel 
quwil eft, ne nows y force point par evidence; i novus y incling 
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the fubftance of that argument againft the exiltence of 
body, which Berkevey afterwards took fuch pains to 
illuftrate; and difcovers, upon the whole, that, asa 
point of philofophy, the exiftence of matter is but a 
probability, to which we have it in our power either 
to affent, or not to affent, as we pleafe. In a word, it 
is by the faith, and not by evidence, that we become 
certain of this truth. 

This is not a proper place for analyfing the paflage 
above quoted, otherwife it would be ealy to fhow, 
that the dostrine (fuch as it is) which the author here 
delivers, is not perfectly reconcileable with other parts 
of his fyftem. But I only mean to obferve, that what is 
here afferted, of our belief in the exillence of body 
being not neceflary, but fuch as we may with-hold if 
we pleafe, is contrary to my experience. That my 
body, and this pen and paper, and the other corporeal 
objcéts around me, do really exift, is to me as ev dent, 
as that my foul exitts ; it is indeed fo evident, that 
nothing is or can be more fo ; and though my life de- 
pended upon the confequence, I could not, by any ef- 
fort, bring myfelf to entertain a doubt of it, even fora 
fingle moment. 

I muft therefore affirm, that the exiftence of matter 
can no more be difproved by argument, than the 
exiftence of myfelf, or than the truth of a felf-evident 
axiom in geometry. To argue againit it, is to fet 

reafon 


feulement par impreffion. Or nous ne devons fuivre dans nos 
jugemens libres que la lumiere et l’evidence; et fi nous nous laif- 
fons conduire 4 !'impreffion fenfible, nous nous tromperons prefque 
toujours. Tom. 3. p. 39.—La fot I tranflate The faith, becaufe I 
fuppofe the author to mean the Chrifian or Carbolic faith. If we 
take it to denote faith or belief im ge cst, 1 kizew not how we hall 
make fenfe of the puff ge. 
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reafon in oppofition to common fenfe ; which is in- 
direétly to fubvert the foundation of all juft reafoning, 
and to call in queftion the diftin@ion between truth 
and falfhood. I am told, however, that a great philo- 
fopher hath a€tually demonftrated, that matter does not 
exilt. Demonftrated! truly this is a piece of ftrange 
information. At this rate any falfhood may be proved 
to be true, and any truth to be falfe. For it is abfo- 
lutely impoffible, that any truth fhould be more evident 
to me than this, that matter does exift. Let us fee, 
however, what Bexxevry has to fay in behalf of this 
extraordinary doétrine. It is natural for demonttrati- 
on, and for al] found reafoning, to produce convidtion, 
ar at leaft fone degree of aflent, in the perfon who ar- 
tends to it, and underftands it. I read The Principles 
of Human Knowledge, together with The Dialogues be- 
tween Hylas and Philneus. The arguments, I acknow- 
ledge, are fubtle, and well adapted to the purpofe of 
puzzling and confounding. Perhaps J will not under- 
take to confute them. Perhaps I am bufy, or indolent, 
or unacquainted with the principles of this philofophy, 
or little verfed in your metaphyfical logic. But am I 
convinced, from this pretended demonftration, that 
matter hath no exiftence but as an idea in the mind ? 
Not in the leaft ; my belief now is precifely the fame as 
before. ——Is it unphilofophical nut to be convinced 
by arguments which [cannot confute? Perhapsit may, 
but I cannot help it: you may, if you pleafe, ftrike 
me off the lift of philofophers, as a non-conformilt ; 
you may call me unpliant, unreafonable, unfafhionable, 
and a man with whom it is not worth while to argue ; 
but till the frame of my nature be unhinged, and a new 
fet of faculties given me, I cannot believe this ftrange 


doétrine, becaufe itis perfeétly incredible. But if I 
were 
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were permitted to propofe one clownifh queftion, I 
would fain afk, Where is the harm of my continuing 
in my old opinion, and believing, with the reft of the 
world, that I am not the only created being in the 
univerfe, but that there are a great many others, whofe 
exiftence is as independent on me as mine is on them? 
Where is the harm of my believing, that if I were to 
fall down yonder precipice, and break my neck, I 
fhould be no more a man of this world ? My neck, 
Sir, may be an idea to you, but to me it is a reality, 
and an iinportant one too. Where is the harm of my 
believing, that if, in this f2vere weathcr, I were to 
neglect to throw (what you call) the idea of a coat 
over the ideas of my fhoulders, the idea of cold would 
produce the idea of fuch pain and dilorder as might 
pollibly terminate in my real death? Whar great of- 
fence fhall I commit againft God or man, church or 
tate, philofophy or common fenfe, if I continue to be- 
lieve, that material food will nourifh me, though the 
idea of it will not; that the real fun will warm and 
enlighten me, though the livelieft idea of him will do 
neither ; and that, if I would obtain true peace of 
mind and felf-approbation, I muft not only form ideas 
of compaftion, juftice, and generofity, but alfo really 
exert thofe virtues in external performance ? What 
harm is there in all this?—O! no harm at all, Sir ;— 
but the truth, che truth,—will you fhut your cyes 
againit the truth?—No honeft man ever will: con- 
vince me that your doétrine is true, and I will inftant- 
ly embrace it.—Have I not convinced thee, thou ob- 
flinate, unaccountable, inexorable ? Anfwer my 
arguments, if thou canft.—Alas, Sir, you have given 
me arguments in abundance, but you have not given 
me conviction ; and if your arguments produce no con- 
viction, they are worth nothing to me, They are like 

K 2 counterfeit 
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counterfeit bank-bills ; fome of which are fo dextroufly 
forged, that neither your eye nor mine can dete& 
them; but yet a thoufand of them would go for.no- 
thing at the bank; and even the paper-maker would 
allow me more handfomely for a parcel of old rags. 
You need not give yourfelf the trouble to tell me, that 
IT ought to be convinced : I ought to be convinced on- 
ly when I feel conviction ; when I feel no conviétion, 
J ought not to be convinced. It has been obferved of 
fome doétrines and reafonings, that their extreme ab- 
furdity prevents their admitting a rational contutation, 
What! am I to believe fuch doctrine? am I to be 
convinced by fuch reafoning ? Now, I never heard o: 
any doétrinc more fcandaloufly abfurd, than this of the 
non-exiftence of matter. There is not a fiction in the 
Perfian tales that I could not as eafily believe ; the 
fillieft conceit of the moft contemptible fuperftition 
that ever difyraced human nature, is not more fhock- 
ing to common fenfe, is not more repugnant to every 
principle of human belief. And mutt I admit this 
jargon for truth, becaufe I cannot confute the argu- 
ments of a man who.is a more fubtle difputant than J? 
Does philofcphy require this of me? Then it muit 
fuppofe, that truth is as variable as the fancies, the 
charaéters, and the intclle¢tusl abilitics of men, 
and that there is no fuch thing in nature as com- 
mon fenfe. 

But all this, I fhall perhaps be told, is but childith 
cavil, and unphilofophical declamation. What if, 
after all, this very doétrine be believed, and the fo- 
phiftry (as you call it) of BerKELEy be admitted as 
found reafoning, and legitimate proof? What then be- 
comes of your common fenfe, and your inftin¢tive 
conviétions ?—What then do you afk? Then indeed 


I acknowledge the fa€ to be very extraordinary 5 and 
T cannot 
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I cannot help. being in fome pain about the confequen+ 
ces, which muft be important and fatal. Ifa man, 
out of vanity, or from a defire of being in the fafhi- 
on, or in order to pafs for wonderfully wife, fhall fay, 
that Berxstey’s doétrine is true, while at the fame 
time his belief is percifely the fame with mine, itis 
well ; [leave him to enjoy the fruits of his hypocrify, 
which will no doubt contribute mightily to his im- 
provement in candour, happinefs, and wifdom. Ifa 
man profefling this doétrine act like other men in the 
common affairs of life, I will rot believe his profeffion 
to be fincere. For this doétrine, by removing body 
out of the univerfe, makes a total change in the cir- 
cumftances of men; and therefore, if it is not merely 
verbal, muft produce a total change in their condu€t. 
When aman is only turned out-of his houfe, or {tripped 
of his cloaths, or robbed of his money, he muft change 
his behaviour, and act differently from other men, who 
enjoy thofe: advantages. Perfuade a man that he is a 
beggar and a vagabond, and you fhall inftantly fee 
him change: his manners. If your arguments againft 
the exiftence of matter have ever carried conviétion 
along with them, they muft at the fame time have pro- 
duced a much more extraordinary change of conduét ; 
if they have produced no change of condué, I infiftt on 
it, they have never carried conviction along with them, 
whatever vehemence of proteftation men may have 
ufed in avowing fuch conviétion. If. you fay, that, 
though a man’s. underftanding be convinced, there are 
Certain inftinéts in his nature which will not permit 
him to alter his condu&; or, if he did, the reft of the 
world would account him a mad-man; by the firit 
apology, you acknowledge the belief of the non-exi- 
Bence of body to be inconfiftent with the laws of na- 
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ture ; by the fecond, to be inconfiftent with common 
icnfe. 

But if a man be convinced, that matter hath no 
exiflence, and believe this ftrange tenet as fteadily, 
and with as little diltruft, as I believe the contrary ; 
he will, I am afraid, have but little reafon to applaud 
himfelf on this new acquifition in fcience; he will 
foon find, it had been better for him to have reafoned, 
and believed, and aéted, like the reft of the world. If 
he fall down a precipice, or be trampled under foot by 
horfes, it will avail him little, that he once had the 
honour to be a difciple of BErKELEyY, and to believe 
that thofe dangerous objeéts are nothing but the ideas 
in the mind. And yet, if fuch a man be {een to avoid 
a precipice, or to get out of the way of a coach and 
fix horfes at full fpeed, he acts as inconfiltently with his 
belief, as if he ran away from the piéture of an angry 
man, even while he belicved it to be a pi€ture, Sup- 
pofing his life preterved by the care of friends, or by 
the itrength of natural inflinét urging him to aét con- 
trary to his belief ;. yet will this belief coft him dear, 
For if the plaincit evidence, and fulleit conviétion, be 
certainly fallacious, I beg to be informed, what kind of 
evidence, and what degree of conviétion, may reafon- 
ably be depended on, If Nature be a juggler by trade, 
isit for us, poor purblind reptiles, to attempt to pene- 
trate the myfterics of her art, and take upon us to de- 
cide, when itis fhe prefentsa truc, and when a falfe 
appearance! I will not fay, however, that this man 
runs a greater 1ifk of univerfal fccpticitm, than of uni- 
verfal credulity. Either the one or the other, or both, 
mutt be his portion ; and either the one or the other 
would be fullicient to imbitter my whole life, and to 
difquality me tor every duty of a rational creature. He 
who can believe againit common fenfe, againit the 

cleareft 
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cleareft evidence, againit the fulleft conviétion, in any 
one cafe, may do the fame in any other ; confequently 
he may become the dupe of every wrangler who is 
more acute than he; and then, if he is not entirely 
fecluded from mankind, his liberty, virtue, and happi- 
nefs, are gone for ever. Indeed a chearful temper, 
ftrong habits of virtue, and the company of the wile 
and good, may ftiil fave him from perdition, if he have 
no temptations nor difficuliies to encounter. But it is 
the end of every ufeful art to teach us to furmount diffi- 
culties, not to difqualify us for atcempting them, Men 
have been known to live many years in a warm cham- 
ber, after they were become too delicate to bear the 
open air; but who will fay, that fuch a habit of body 
is defirable ? what phyfician will recommend to the 
healthy fuch a regimen as would produce it ? 

But that I may no longer fuppofe, what I maintain 
to be impoffible, that mankind in general, or even one 
rational being, could, by force of argument, be con- 
vinced, that this abfurd doétrine is true ;—what if all 
men were in one inftant deprived of their underftand- 
ing by almighty power, and made to believe, that mat- 
ter hath no exiltence but as an idea in the mind, all 
other carthly things remaining as they are? Doubtlefs 
this cataftrophe would, according to our metaphyficians, 
throw a wonderful light on all the parts of knowledge. 
I pretend not even to guefs at the number, extent, 
or quality, of aftonifhing difcoveries that would 
then ftart forth intoview. But of this I am certain, 
that in Jefs than a month after, there could not, with- 
out another miracle, be one human creature alive on 
the face of the earth, 

BerxeEvey forefaw, and has done what he could to 
obviate, fome of thefe objeétions. There are two 
points which he has taken great pains to prove. The 
fult is, That his fyftem differs not from the belief of 
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the reft of mankind ; the fecond, That our conduét 
cannot be in the leaft affeted by our difbelief of the 
exiftence of a material world. 

1. As to the firft, it is certainly falfe. Mr. Hume 
himfelf feems willing to give it up. I have known 
many who could not anfwer BerxeLey’s arguments ; 
I never knew one who believed his do@rine. I have 
mentioned it to fome who were unacquainted with 
philofophy, and therefore could not be fuppofed to 
have any bias in favour of either fyftem ;_ they all treat- 
ed it as moft contemptible jargon, and what no man 
in his fenfes ever did or could believe. I have care- 
fully attended to the effeéts produced by it upon my 
own mind; it appears to me at this moment, as when 
I firft heard it, incredible and incomprehenfible. I 
fay incomprehenfible: for though, by reading it over 
and over, I have got a fet of phrafes and arguments by 
heart, which would enable me, if I were fo difpofed, 
totak, and argue, and write, “ about it and about it ;” 
yet, when I lay fyftems and fyllogifms afide, when I 
enter on ary part of the bufinefs of life, or when I re- 
fer the matter to the unbiaffed decifion of my own 
mind, I plainly fee, that I had no diftin€& meaning to 
my words when I faid, that the material world hath 
no exiftence but in the mind that perceives it. Ina 
word, if this author had afferted, that [ and all man- 
kind acknowledge and believe the Arabian Nights Ex- 
tertainment to be a true hiftory, I could not have had 
any better reafon for contradiéting that affertion, than 
I have for contradiéting this, “ That BerkeLey’s 
“principles, in regard to the exiftence of matter, 
«differ not from the belief of the reft of man- 
« kind.” 

2. In behalf of the fecond point he argues, “ ‘That 
“ nothing gives us an intereft in the material world, 

except 
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“ except the feelings pleafant or painful which accom - 
“ pany our perceptions ; that thefe perceptions are the 
“ fame, whether we believe the material world to exift 
“ or not to exilt; confequently that our pleafant or 
painful feelings are alfo the fame; and therefore 
“© that our conduét, which depends on our feelings and 
“ perceptions, mult be the fame, whether we belicve 
or difbelieve the exiftence of matter.” 
Bur if it be certain, that by the law of our nature 
we are unavoidably determined to believe that matter 
exilts, and to aét upon this belief, (and nothing, I 
think, is more certain,) low can it be imagined, that a 
contrary belicf would produce ng alteration in our 
conduct and fentiments? Surely the laws of nature 
are not fuch trifles, as that it fhould be a matter of 
perfect indifference, whether we at and think agree- 
ably to them or not? I believe that matter exifts ;— 
Lo mult believe that matter exiits ;—I muft continually 
act upon this belief; fuch is the law of my conftituti- 
on. Suppofe my conftitution changed in this refpeét, 
all other things remaining as they are ;—would there 
then be no change in my feniiments and conduét? If 
there would net, then is this law of nature, in the firft 
place, ufelefs, becaufe men could do as well without 
it; fecond:y, ineonvenient,- decaule its end is to keep 
usignorantof the truth; and, thirdly, abfurd, becaufe 
infufficient for anfwering itsend, the Bifhop of Cloyne, 
and others, having, it feems, difcovered the ‘truth in 
{pite of it: Is this according to the ufual economy of 
Nature ? Does this language become her servants and 
interpreters ? Is it pofiible to devile any fentiments or 
maxims more fubyerfive of truth,.and more repugnant 
to the fpirit of true philutophy ? 

Further: All external objects have fome qualities in 
cominon ; but between an external object and an idea, 
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or thought of the mind, there is not, there cannot pofli- 
bly be, any refemblance; A grain of fand, and the 
globe of the earth; a burning coal, and a lump of ice; 
a drop of ink, and a fheet of white paper, refemble 
each other, in being extended, folid, figured, colour- 
ed, and divifible ; but a thought or idea hath no ex- 
tenfion, folidity, figure, colour, nor divifibility : fo that 
no two cxternal objeéts can be fo unlike, as an exter- 
nal object and (what philofopers call) the idea of it. 
Now we are taught by Bexkecvey, that external ob- 
jets (that is, the things we take for external objeéts) 
are nothing but ideas in our minds; in other words, 
that they are in every refpeét different from what they 
appear to be, ‘This candle, it feems hath not one of 
thofe qualities it appears to have: it is not white, nor 
luminous, nor round, nor divifible, nor extended; for 
to an idea of the mind, not one of thofe qualities can 
pofhbly belong. How then fhall I know what it real- 
Jy is? From what it feems to be, I can conclude no- 
thing, no more than a blind man, by handling a bit 
of black wax, can judge of the colour of {now, or the 
vifible appearance of the, {tarry heavens, The candle 
may be a lump of ice, an Egyptian pyramid, a mad 
dog, or nothing at all: it may be the ifland of Mada- 
galcar, Saturn’s ring, or one of the Pleiades, for any 
thing I know, or can ever know to the contrary; except 
you allow me to judge of its nature from its appear- 
ance; which, however, I cannot reafonably do, if its 
appearance and nature are in cvery refpect fo different 
and unlike as not to have one fingle quality in com- 
mon. I mutt therefore believe it to be, what it appears 
to be, a real, corporeal, external objec, and fo reject 
Berkeey’s fyftem; or I never can, with any fhadow 
of reafon, believe any thing whatfover concerning it. 
Will it yet be frid, that the belief of this fyftem cannot 

in 
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in the leaft affeét our fentiments and conduét ? With 
equal truth may it be faid, that Newton’s conduct 
and fentiments would not have been in the leatt affect- 
ed by his being metamorphofed into an ideot, or a 
pillar of fale. ; 
Some readers may perhaps be diffatisfied with this 
reafoning, on account of the ambiguity of the words 
external objeé and idea ; which, however, the aflertors 
of the non-exiflence of matter, have not as yet fully 
explained. Others may think that I muft have mifun- 
derftood the author ; for that he was too acute a logi- 
cian to leave his fyitem expoled to objections fo decifive, 
and fo obvious. ‘To gratily fuch readers, I will not in- 
fitt on thefe objections, That I may have mifunder- 
fluod the author’s doctrine, is not only poffible, but 
highly probable ; nay, { have reafon to think, that it 
was not .pertetily undcrilood even by himfelf. For 
did not Beakeney write his Principles of human 
Anowl.dze, with this exprefs view, (which does him 
great honour,) to banifh {cepticifm both from fcience 
and from religion ? Was he not fanguine in his ex-- 
pectations ot fuccels? Hath not the event proved, that 
he was egregioufly miflaken? For is it not evident, 
from the wis co which Jater authors have applied it, that 
his fyilem leads directly to atheifm and univerfal {cep- 
uiciim ? And ifa machine difappuint its inventor fo 
far as to produce effects contrary to thofe he withed, 
intended, and expe&ed ; may we not, without breach 
of charity, conclude, that he did not perfeéily under- 
ftand his plan? Ac any rate, it appears from this faét, 
that our author did not forefee all the objections to 
Which his theory is liable, He did not forefec, that it 
might be made the foundation of a fceptical fyftem; if 


he had, we know he would have renounced it with ab- 
horrence. 


This 
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This one objeétion therefore, (in which I think I 
cannot be miftaken,) will fully arfwer my prefent pur- 
pofe: Our author’s doétrine is contrary to common be- 
lief, and leads to univerfal fcepticifm. Suppofe it, 
then, univerfally and ferioufly adopted; fuppofe all 
men divefted of all belief, and confequently. of all 
principle ; would not the diffolution of fociety, and 
the deftruétion of mankind, neceflarily enfue ? 

Still I fhall be told, that Berxerey was a good 
man, and that his principles did himno hurt. I allow 
it; he was indeed a molt excellent perfon ; none can 
revere his memory more than I. But does it appear, 
that he ever aéted according to his principles, or that 
he thoroughly undeitood them? Does it appear, that, 
if he had put them in praéte, no hurt would have en- 
fued to himfelf, * or to fociety ? Does it appear, that 
he was a {ceptic, or a friend to f{cepticifm? Does it ap- 
pear, that men may adopt his principles without dan- 
ger of becoming {ccptics ? The contrary of all this ap- 
pears with uncontrovertible evidence. 


Surely 


* Let it not be pretended, that aman may difbelieve his fenics 
without danger of inconvenience. Pyrrho (as we read in Diogenes 
Laertius) profeffed to difbelieve his fenfes, and to be in no appre- 
henfion trom any of the objeéts that affeéted them. The appear- 
ance of a precipice or wild beafi was nothing to Pyrrho; at leaft 
he faid fo: he would not avod them; he knew they were no- 
thing at all, or at leaft that they were not what they feemed to te. 
Suppofe him to have been in carneft; and fuppofe his keepers to 
have in earneft adcpted the fame principles ; would not their limbs 
and lives have been in as great danger, as the limbs and life of a 
blind and deaf man wandering by himfelfin a folitary place, with 
lis hands tied behind his back? I would as foon fay, that our 
fenfes are ufelets facuitics, as that we might difbelieve them with- 
out canger of inconveuience, 
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Surely pride was not made for man. The moft 
exalted genius may find in himfelf many affecting rik 
morials of human frailty, and fuch as often render him 
an objeét of compaffion to thofe who in virtue and un- 
derftanding are far inferior. I pity BERKELEY'S 
weaknefs in patronifing an abfurd and dangerous the- 
ory ; [doubt not but it hath overcaft many of his days 
with a gloom, which neither the approbation of his 
con(cience, nor the natural ferenity of his temper, could 
entirely diflipate. And though I were to believe, that 
he was intoxicated with this theory, and rejoiced 
in it ; yet [till 1 fhould pity the intoxication as a weak- 
nefs: for candour will not permit me to give it a harfh- 
cr name; as I fee in his other writings, and know 
by the teftimony of his contemporaries, particularly 
Pope and. Swift, that he wasa friend to virtue, and to 
human nature. 

We mutt not fuppofe a falfe do€trine harmlefs, mere- 
Jy becaufe it hath not been able éo corrupt the heart of 
a good man. Nor, becaufe a few. fceptics have not 
authority to render fcience contemptible, nor power 
to overturn fociety, mult we fuppofe, that therefore 
icepticifim is not dangerous to fcience or mankind. 
The citcéts of a general {cepticifin would be dreadful 
and tatal, We mutt therefore, notwithftanding our 
revercnce for the character of BerxeLey, be permit- 
ted toaflirm, what we have fufliciently proved, that his 
dottrine is fubverfive of man’s moft important in- 
terelts, as a moral, intelligent, and percipient be- 
ing. 

After all, though I were to grant, that the difbelief 
of the exiftence of matter could not produce any 
confiderable change in our principles of action, 
ahd reafoning, the reader will find in the fe- 


quel, 
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quel, * that the point I have chiefly in view would not: 
be much affeéted even by that conceflion. I fay not 
this, as being diffident or {ceptical in regard to what I 
have advanced on the prefent fubjeét. Dodétrines, 
which I do not believe, I will never recommend to 
others, I am abfolutely certain, that to me the belief 
of Berxevey’s fyftem would be attended with the 
moft fatal confequences ; and that it would be equally 
dangerous to the reft of mankind, I cannot doubt, fo 
long as I believe their nature and mine to be the 
faine. 4 ; 

Though it be abdfurd to attempt a proof of what is 
felf-evident, it is manly and meritorious to confute the 
objections that fophiftry may urge againft it. This, 
with refpeét to the fubje& in queftion, hath been done, 
in a decifive and mafterly manner, by the learned and 
fagacious Dr. Reid ; + who proves, that the reafonings 
of Berke ey, and others, concerning primary and 
fecondary qualities, owe all their ftrength to the ambi- 
guity of words. Ihave proved, that, though this fun- 
damental error had never been deteéted, the philofo- 
phy of Berxevey isin its own nature abfurd, be- 
caufe it fuppofeth the original principles of common 
fenfe controvertible and fallacious: a fuppofition re- 
pugnant to the genius of true philofophy ; and which 
leads to univerfal credulity, or univerfal {cepticifm ; 
and confequently to the fubverfion of knowledge and 
virtue, and the extermination of the human fpecies. 

It is proper, before we proceed to the next inftance, 
to make aremark or two on what hath been faid. 


1, Here 
* Part 2. chap. 3. 


+ Inquiry into the Human Mind on the Principles of Common 
Senie. 
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1. Here we have an inftance of a doétrine advanced 
by fome philofophers, in direét contradiétion to the ge- 
neral belief of all men in all ages. 

2. The reafoning by which it is fupported, though 
long accounted unan{werable, did never produce a 
{erious and fteady conviction. Common fenfe ftill de- 
clared the dvétrine to be falfe: we were forry to find 
the powers of human reafon fo limited, as not to afford 
a logical confutation of it: we were convinced 
it merited confutation, and flattered ourfelves, that 
one time or other it would be confuted. 

3. The real and general belief of this doétrine 
would be attended with fatal confequences to {cience, 
and to human nature: for this is adoétrine according 
to which a man could not aét nor reafon in the com- 
mon affairs of life, without incurring the charge of in- 
fanity or folly, and involving himfelf in diftrefs and per- 
dition, 

4. An ingenious man, from a fenfe of the bad ten- 
dency of this doétrine, applies himfelf to examine the 
principles on which it is founded ; difcovers them to 
be erroneous ; and proves, to the full conviétion of all 
competent judges, that from beginning to end it is all 
a myftery of falfhood, arifing from the ufe of ambigu- 
ous expreflions, and from the gratuitous admiffion of 
principles which never could have been admitted if 
they had been thoroughly underftood. 


SECT. 
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SECTION V. 


Dr. Reid's foftion, that fenfation im- 
plies the beltef of the prefent exiftence of 
external objets and his view of Betk- 
ley’s theory, particularly confidered. 


Le Ge replied to our author’s capi- 
tal obje&tions to Mr. Locke's, or 

the common hypothefis, concerning fen- 
fations, ideas. and obje&ts, I come to 
confider what he has farther to advance 
in fupport of his own. Now one would 
imagine a priori, that aman who fhould 
have affumed the airs and tone that Dr. 
Reid has given himfelf through the 
whole of this treatife, as if he had utterly 
demolifhed all the preceding fyftems of 
the 
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the mind, and ere&ted another quite diffe- 


rent from any thing that was ever heard 
or thought of before, would be able to 
produce fomething like foftive evidence 
for it. But, behold, when we have got 
tothe end of thele negative arguments, 
he has, in fa&t, nothing more to offer, 
befides his own very confident affertions 
(repeated indeed without end, if that 
would give them any weight) that the 
thing muft certamly beas he reprefents it. 


Now though I, who do nat pretend to 
advance any hypothefis of my own, might 
very reafonably imitate his example; 
and, having fhewn the futility of his ob- 
jeEtions to the commonly received hype- 
thefis, content myfelf with leaving things 
in fatu quo; yet for the greater {atisfac- 
tion of my readers, I fhal] make a few 
more obfervations. on.the fubje& of our 
author's inftin@tive principles, fele€ting 
for amore particular examination that by 
which he fays our perceptions neceffarily 
amply the belief of the prefent exiftence of 
external objefis. There isno one article 


of 
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ofhis whole fyftem of common fenfe that 
he can lefs fcruple to fubmit to this exa- 
mination ; for there is no one thing that 
he repeats fo often, or feems to triumph 
in fo much, as this; imagining that his 
method of confidering the fubje& is an 
effe€tual antidote, and the only effetual 
antidote to all the {cepticifm of the prefent 
age. 


Now excepting what our author has 
faid about the abfurdity of Mr. Locke’s 
principles, of which I think I have offered 
a fufficient vindication, and of the pecu- 
liarly abfurd and dangerous confequences 
which he afcribes to Berkley’s theory, and 
which I fhall prefently fhow to be no bet- 
ter founded, all that he fays amounts to 
nothing more-than this; that he cannot, 
in his own mind, feparate the belief of 
the exiftence of external obje&s from 
his fenfations, as thofe of tafte, touch, 
fight, &c. With refpeé to this I would 
make the following obfervations. 


1. There 
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1. There are many opinions which we 
know to be acquired, and even fourided 
on prejudice and miftake, which, how- 
ever, the fulleft convition that they are 
void of all real foundation cannot erafe 
from the mind; the groundlefs delzef, and 
expeftation, founded upon it, being fo 
clofely connefed with the idea of certain 
circumftances, that no mental power of 
which we are poffeffed can feparate them. 


Though, for inftance, Dr. Reid, no 
doubt, as well as other philofophers, be- 
lieves the earth to be {pherical, and con- 
fequently is fenfible that no one part of 
its furface can be uppermoft and another 
part under it; or, thatif there were fuch 
a thing as an uppermoft part, every part 
muft become fo in its turn; yet-he always 
confiders the place on which he ftands as 
conftantly uppermoft, and conceives of 
his antipodes as hanging with their heads 
downwards. _ Nay he cannot help having 
an idea of their having a tendency to fall 
down into the void fpace below the earth. 

He 
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He may talk as a philofopher, but I am 
confident he conceives and thinks as the 
vulgar do; and though in many things 
our author appeals to the fentiments of 
the vulgar as the teft of truth, in oppofi- 
tion to the philofophers, I think he will 
hardly chufe to do fo in this cafe. He 
cannot, however, poflibly feparate in his 
jmagination the idea of a tendency to fall 
from his idea of the fituation of the anti- 
podes. Now why may not this be the 
cafe with refpe& to Berkley’s theory, fo 
that though we cannot feparate the idea 
of the real exiftence of external obje&s 
and our fenfations ; it may, like the other, 
be no more than a prejudice, void of all 
real foundation. As we cannot pretend 
to diftinguifh between our feelings in 
thefe two cafes, and one of them we know 
to be fallacious, why may not the other 
be fallaciousalfo? There mult be fome 
other kind of evidence befides feeling, to 
prove that it is not fo. 


Secondly, This fcheme of Dr. Reid’s 


fuppofes that an extraordinary provifion 
is 
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is made for a Aznd of faith, that is by no 
means neceflary for the purpofe of it, viz. 
with refpe& to the condu& of life. For 
a very high degrée of-probability, nor to 
be diftinguifhed in feeling from abfolute 
certainty, is attainable without it. Now 
fince it cannot be denied but that the di- 
vine bemg leaves us to be governed by a 
kind of faith far inferior to mathematical 
certainty in things of infinitely more con- 
fequence (in this, however, I do not ap- 
peal to Dr. Ofwald) it is abfolutely in- 
credible that he fhould have implanted in 
us a peculiar inftin@tive principle, merely 
for the fake of giving us a plenary ¢on- 
viétion with refpe&t to this bufinefs, which 
is comparatively of very trifling confe- 
quence. 


Thirdly, Our author’s fcheme has this 
farther untoward circumftance attending 
it, that it fuppofes the divine being to 
have formed us in fuch a manner, as that 
we muft neceffarily believe what, by our 
author's own confeflion, might not have 
been true. For ‘ no man, fays he, p. 85, 

* can 
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‘can fhow by any good argument, that 
‘ all our fenfations might not have been 
‘ as they are, though no body or quality 
* of body had ever exifted.’ Now this I 
fhould think to be, upon the face of it, fo 
very unlikely to be true, that no perfon 
who confiders the cafe can admit of it. 
For this is very different from thofe de- 
ceptions which neceffarily arife from ge- 
neral laws, and to whichall mankind are 
fubje& ; but with refpe&t to which it is in 
their power, by the proper ufe of their 
faculties, to relieve themfelves. 


It appears, therefore, that confident as 
our author is of the truth and importance 
of his fyftem, he acknowledges it to be 
founded not on ab/olute but relative truth, 
arifing from his conftitution, which (con- 
trary to what is advanced by his follow- 
ers Dr. Beattie and Dr. Ofwald) is effen- 
tially different from that kind of evidence 
by which we are fatisfied that two and 
two are four, which is independent of any 
arbitrary conftitution whatever. 


I wonder 


#419 8 


48 REMARKS ON 


I wonder it fhould not have a litle 
ftagecred Dr. Reid, to confider that his 
whole fyftem muft fall at once before the 
fainteft fufpicion, that God may think 
proper that mankind fhould be fubjeé ta 
deceptions for their good, at which my 
mind does not fhudder, when I fee it to 
be the neceffary confequence of the moft 
excellent’ general laws. Do we not 
fee that the bulk of mankind live and die 
in the belief that the fun moves round the 
earth, and of other things in which they 
are deceived by the teftimony of their 
fenfes? Now let Dr. Reid affigna good 
reafon, why the fame being who permits 
his creatures to believe that the fun moves 
round the earth, might not permit them 
to believe that there was a fun, though, 
in reality, there fhould be no fuch thing; 
at the fame time that, by his own imme- 
diate power, without the aid of any real 
fun, he fhould afford them all the benefit 
of light and heat which they had falfely 
afcribed to that luminary. I allow it to 
be as improbable as any perfon pleafes, 
but the fuppofition is certainly not 

direétly 
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direGly abfurd and tmpoffible, and this is 
the only thing in debate. 


Fourthly, I wonder that our author 
fhould not have attempted fome folution 
of the phenomena of dreams, reveries, 
and vifions upon his hypothefis. In all 
thefe circumftances it cannot be denied 
that men imagine themfelves to be fur- 
rounded with objeéts which have no real 
exiftence, and yet their fenfations are not 
to be diftinguifhed from thofe of men 
awake; fo that if /enfations, as /uch, ne- 
ceffarily draw after them the belief of the 
prefent exiftence of objeés, this belief 
takes place in dreams, reveries, and vi- 
fions, as indeed is the cafe; and if there 
be a fallacy in thefe cafes, it is certainly 
within the compa/s of pofibility, that there 
may bea fallacy in the other alfo. 


Notwithftanding thefe obvious difficul- 
ties with which our author’s fcheme is 
clogged, and which a genius of any order 
lefs than the moft daring would think to 
be infuperable, nothing can exceed the 

confidence 
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confidence with which he expreffes hls 
full perfuafion of the truth of it, from the 
fuppofed impoffibility of believing the con- 
trary, or the fupercilious and cavalier 
manner. in which he treats all obje€tons 
to 1 


‘Iam aware,’ fays he, p. 291, ‘ that 
‘this belief which I have in perception 
* ftands expofed to the ftrongeft batteries 
‘ of {cepticifm. But they make.no great 
‘impreffion upon it. The fceptic afks 
‘me, why do: you believe the exiftence 
‘ of tlie external objef&t which .you per- 
* ceive? This bélief, Sir, is none of my 
* manufaéture ; it came from the mint of 
‘ nature ;. it bears her image and fuper- 
‘ fcription; and if it isnot right, the fault 
‘is not mine. J even took it upon truft, 
‘and without fufpicion. Reafon, fays 
‘the {ceptic, is the only judge of truth, 
‘and you ought to throw off every opi- 
‘nion, and every belief, that is not 
‘ grounded on reafon. Well, Sir, why 
‘fhould. I believe the faculty of reafon 
‘more than that of perception? They 

‘ both 
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* both came out of the fame fhop, and 
é were made by the fame artift; and if he 
* puts ohe piece of falfe ware into my 
«hands, what fhould hinder him from 
‘ putting another?” 


* Perhaps the fceptic will agree to dif- 
‘ truft reafon, rather than giveany credit to 
‘ perception. For, fays he, fince by your 
‘own confeffion, the obje&t which you 
« perceive, and that a& of your mind by 
* which you perceive it are quite different 
* things, the one may exift without the 
* other; amd asthe obje& may exilt with- 
‘ out being perceived, fo the perception 
* may exift without an obje&t. There is 
« nothing fo fhameful in a philofopher as 
“to be deceived, and deluded, and there- 
‘ fore you ought firmly to withhold your 
‘ afferit, and throw off this belief of ex- 
‘ ternal obje&ts, which may be all delu- 
‘fion. For my part, I will never attempt 
‘ to throw it off, and although the fober 
* part of mankind will not be very anxious 
‘to kriowany reafons, yet if they can be 
‘ of ufe-to any {ceptic, they are thee.’ 
E2 * Now, 
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Now, asI do not pretend to rank my- 
felf with thofe whom Dr. Reid will call 
the /ober part of mankind, I frankly ac- 
knowledge that I have had a little curio- 
fity to look at thefe reafons. 


The firft I find is, that it-is not in his 
power to believe otherwife, which I pre- 
fume I have confidered fufficiently 
above. 


His fecond argument is derived from 
the dangerous confequences which he 
afcribes to Berkley’s hypothefis, and 
which he expreffes in that ludicrous and 
contemptuous manner in which the 
greateft part of this pAzlofophical treatife 
is written. 


‘I think,’ fays he, p. 291, ‘ it would 

* not be prudent to throw off this belief, 
‘ifit were in my power. If nature in- 
* tended to deceive me, and impofe upon 
* me by falfe appearances, andI, by my 
* great cunning and profound logic, have 
* difcovered the impofture, prudence 
‘ would 
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“ would di€tate to me in this cafe even to 
‘ put.up this indignity done me, as qui- 
* etly asI could, and not to call her an 
‘ impoftor to her face, left fhe fhould be 
‘even with me in another way. For 
* what do I gain by refenting this injury? 
* You ought, at leaft, not to believe what 
‘fhe fays. This, indeed, feems reafon- 
* able, if fhe intends to impofe upon me. 
* But what is the confequence. I refolve 
* not to believe my fenfes. I break my 
‘nofe againft a poft that comes in my 
‘way ; I ftep intoa dirty kennel; and 
‘ aftertwenty fuch wife and rational ac- 
‘tions, I am taken up, and clapt into a 
* mad-houfe.: Now I confefs I had rather 
* make one of the credulous fools whom 
‘ nature impofes upon, than of thofe wife 
‘ and rational philofophers, who refolve 
* to withhold affent at all this expence.’ 


But all this profufion of genuine wit 
and humour turns upon a grofs mifrepre- 
fentation of Berkley’s theory; and it is 
really a pity that what is fo excellent in 
its kind fhould be thrown away, by being 
mifplaced. 

E 3 This 
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This mifreprefentation and abufe is ex- 
a€tly the condu&t of many divines, who 
charge one another witha€tually maintain- 
ing the fuppofed confequences of their ze- 
fpective opinions. But this is no fazy con- 
fequence. Berkley did not exclude from 
his fyftem_/enfations and ideas, together 
with matter, the neceffary conneGions that 
fubfift among them, or our fower over 
them. He only afcribed them to a diffe- 
rent origin; fo that all the rules of con- 
du& depending upon them are the fame 
on his fcheme as on ours. Our philofo- 
phical language only is different. 


I fay there is a poft in my way, and 

I muft tum afide, lef} I hurt myfelf by 
running againft it. He, in the fame fitu- 
ation, is as apprehenfive of danger as 
mylelf, though he fays he has only the 
idea of a poft before him; for if he do 
not introduce the idea of avoiding it, he 
is fenfible that he fhall experience a very 
painful fenfation, which may bring on 
other fenfations, tll death itfelf enfue. 
Imay {mile at his language, but he 1s 
-confiftent 
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confiftent with himfelf, and his fears have 
as much foundation as mine. 


This reprefentation of Berkley’s theory, 
which is common to Dr. Reid, Dr. 
Beattie, and Dr. Ofwald, and with which 
they often make themfelves and their rea- 
ders foolifhly merry, is exceedingly unjuft; 
but when confidered by philofophers, the 
laugh muft rebound upon themfelves. 


The third reafon. as our author is 
pleafed to call it, why he believes in the 
exiftence of a material world, or the evi- 
dence of his fenfes, is that he does not 
find. that he has been impofed upon by 
this belief. ‘I find,’ fays he, p. 299 ‘ that 
‘without it I muft have perifhed by a 
‘ thoufand accidents. I find that without 
* x I fhauld have been no wiler now than 
‘ when I was born’ &c. &c. &c. Butall 
this goes upon the fame mifreprefentation 
with the former argument, and is not, in 
fat, at all different from it. Befides, a 
neafonable degree of evidence, which may 
be attained without this extraordinary, 

E4 inftinétive. 
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inftin€tive, abfolute, and as our author 
calls it, in/pzred belief, is juft as ufeful for 
any real purpofe. 


SECTION VI. 


Mr. Locke's doftrine not fo favourable to 
Berkley’s theory as Dr. Reid's. 


it is by an evident abufe and perverfion 

of Mr. Locke's do@rine that Dr. Reid 
pretends that it is favourable to Bifhop 
Berkley’s notion of there being no mate- 
rial world ; when, in reality, our author's 
own principles are much more favourable 
to that notion than Mr. Locke’s. 


‘If,’ fays he, p. 42, ‘impreffions and 
‘ ideas are the only obje&s of thought, 
‘ then heaven and earth, and body and 
‘ fpirit, and every thing you pleafe, mutt 
‘fignify only impreffions and ideas, or 
‘ they muft be words without any mean- 
‘ ing.’ 


But 
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But it was never fuppofed by Mr. 
Locke, or any other advocate for ideas, 
that they were more than the zmmediate 
object of our thoughts, the things of which 
we are properly {peaking con/ctous, or 
that we know in the fir/t inflance. From 
them, however, we think we can infer 
the real exiftence of other things, from 
which thofe ideas are derived; and then 
we can reafon about thofe objeéis, as well 
as about the zdeas themfelves. In fa&, 
ideas being only the figns of external 
things, we reafon about the external 
things themfelves, without ever attending 
to the ideas which reprefent them, and 
even without knowing that there are any 
fuch things in the mind, till we come to 
refle& upon the fubje&. In like manner, 
a perfon may fee perfe&tly without ever 
thinking of his eyes, or indeed knowing 
that he has any fuch organs. 


Mr. Locke would not, indeed pretend 
to fuch an abfolute demonjftration of the 
reality of an external world as Dr. Reid 
pleads for; but neither is that ftriét de- 

montftration 
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monttration neceflary. It is quite futh- 
cient if the fuppofition be the eafieft hy- 
pothefis for explaining the origin of our 
ideas. The evidence of it is fuch that 
we allow it to be barely pofltble to doubt 
of it; but that itis as certain as that 
two and two make four, we do not pre- 
tend, 


Strongly attached as our auter is to 
this material world of ours, let us fee 
whether his own fyftem, in other refpe&s; 
be fufficiently adapted to it. Now it 
appears to me that his notions of mind, 
ideas, amd external objefts, are fuch 
as are hardly compatible with one ano- 
ther, that he puts an impaffable gulph be- 
tween them, fo as intirely to prevent their 
conne@ion or correfpondence; which is 
all that the bifhop could wifh in favour of 
his doftrine. 


I take it for granted,’ fays Dr. Reid, 

p. 381, * upon the teftimony of common 
* fenfe, that my mind isa fubftance, that 
‘is, a permasent fubje@ of thought, and 
€ my 
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‘ my reafon convinces me that it is an un- 
* extended and indivifible fubftance; and 
‘ hence I infer that therecannot bein it any 
‘ ching that refembles extenfion.’ But with 
¢qual appearance of truth he might infer 
that the mindcannot beaffetied by any thing 
that has extenfion ; for how can any thing 
a& upon another but by means of fome 
common property? Though, therefore, 
the divine being has thought proper to 
create an external world, it can be of ng 
proper ule to give us fenfations or ideas. 
It muft be he himfelf that impreffes our 
minds with the notices of external things, 
without any real infrumentality of their 
own; fo that the external world is quite 
a fuperfluity in the creation. If, therefore, 
the author of all things be a wi/e being, 
and have made nothing in vain, we may 
conclude that this external world, which 
has been the fubje& of fo much contro- 


verfy, canhave no exitence. 


If then we with to preferve this external 
world, which is very convenient for many 
purpofes, we mult take care to entertain 

notions 
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notions of mind and ideas more compati- 
ble with it than thofe of Dr. Reid. 


Our author's fallacious argument 
from the want of refemblance between 
our ideas and external objets leads him 
into many difficulties. It makes him, in 
feveral refpefts, allow too much to Dr. 
Berkley, and to come nearer to him than 
he is aware. And in fpite of his averfion 
to the union, and of every thing that he 
can do or fay, their common principles 
will bring them together. ‘ Our fenfa- 
‘ tions’ he fays, p. 305, ‘ have no refem- 
‘ blance to external objefls, nor can we 
* difcover by our reafon any neceffary 
¢ conneftion between the exiftence of the 
¢ former and that of the latter. No man,’ 
fays he, p. 85, ‘ can fhew by any good 
“ argument, that all our fenfations might 
* not have been as they are, though no 
‘body or quality of body had ever ex- 
‘ifted.’ He even fays, p. 304, ‘ that 
« when we confider the different attributes 
“of mind and body, they feem to be fo 
‘ different, and fo unlike, that we can find 

‘no 
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‘no handle by which one may lay hold 
* of the other.’ 


According to our author, therefore, 
Berkley’s theory is at leaft pofible; and 
if, as he fays, p. 117, ‘ fenfations and 
‘ ideas in our minds can'refemble nothing 
* but fenfations and ideas in other minds, 
it may well appear probable, that they are 
transferred (as Malebranche, I think, fup- 
‘pof¢s) immediately from the divine mind 
to ours, without any real agency of a ma- 
terial world. If I could admit Dr. Reid’s 
premifés, I think I could hardly help draw- 
ing: this conclufion from them ; efpecially 
as nothing can. be. pleaded for the ex- 
iftence of this fame material world, but a 
mere unaccountable perfuafion that it does 
exift. This perfuafion Dr. Reid fays 
arifes from a branch of his new common 
fenfe. Butif I cannot difcover or umagine 
any end or reafon why it fhould exift; 
common fenfe, in its old and familiar 
acceptation, would tell me that it does 
nat exift at all: 


S E C- 
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Of the Senfe of Serine. 9326 


Dr. Berkey, in his New Theory of Vi- 
fion, one of the fineft examples of philofophical 
analyfis that is to be found, either in our own, 
or in any other language, has explained, fo very 
diftin@ly, the nature of the bjeéts of Sight : their 
diffimilitude to, as well as their correfpondence 
and conneétion with thofe of Touch, that I have 
fcarcely any thing to add to what he has alrea- 
dy done. It is only in order to render fome 
things, which I fhall have occafion to fay here- 
after, intelligible ta fuch readers as may not have 
had an opportunity of ftudying his book, that I 
have prefumed to treat of the fame fubje&, after 
fo great a Mafter. Whatever I fhall fay upon it, 
if not dire€tly borrowed from him, has at leaft 
been fuggefted by what he has already faid. 


That the objets of Sight are not perceived as 
refifting or preffing upon the organ which per- 
ceives them, is fufficiently obvious. They can- 
not therefore fuggeft, at leaft in the fame man- 

ner, 
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ner, as the obje&s of Touch, the externality and 
independency of their exiftence. 


We are apt, however, to imagine that we fee 
obje&s at a diftance from us, and that confe- 
quently the externality of their exiftence is im- 
mediately perceived by our Sight. But if we 
confider that the diftance of any obje@ from the 
eye, is a line turned endways to it; and that this 
line muft confequently appear to it, but as one 
point; we fhall be fenfible that diftance from the 
eye cannot be the immediate obje& of Sight, but 
that all vifible obje&s muft naturally be percived 
as clofe upon the organ, or more properly, per- 
haps, like all other Senfations, as in the organ 
which perceives them, That the objeéts of Sight 
are all painted in the bottom of the eye, upon 
a membrane called the retina, pretty much in 
the fame manner as the like objets are painted 
in a Camera Obfcura, is well known to whoever 
has the flighteft tinQure of the fcience of Op- 
tics; and the principle of perception, it is pro~ 
bable, originally perceives them, as exifting in 
that part of the organ, and nowhere but in that 
part of the organ. No Optician, accordingly, 
no perfon who has ever beftowed any modcrate 
degree of attention upon the nature of Vifion, 
has ever pretended that diftance from the eye 
was the immediate obje& of Sight. How it is 
that, by means of our Sight, we learn to judge 
of fuch diftances, Opticians have endeavoured 
to explain in feveral different ways. I fha!l not,. 

however, 
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however, at prefent, ftop to examine their fyf, 
tenis. 


The obje&s of Touch are folidity, and thofe 
modifications of folidity which we confider as 
effential to it, and infeparable from it; folid ex- 
tenfion, figure,’ divifibility, and mobility. 


The obje&ts of Sight are colour, and thofe 
modifications of colour which, in the fame man- 
ner, we confider as effential to it, and infepara- 
ble from it; coloured extenfion, figure, divifibi- 
lity, and mobility. When we open our eyes, 
the fenfible coloured objeéts, which prefent them- 
felves to us, muft all have a certain extenfion, 
or muft occupy a certain portion of the vifible 
furface which appears before us. They muft too 
have all a certain figure, or muft be bounded by. 
certain vifible lines, which mark upon that fur- 
face the extent of their refpe€tive dimenfions. 
Every fenfible portion of this vifible or coloured 
extenfion muft be conceived as divifible, or as 
Separable into two, three, or more parts. Every 
portion too of this vifible or coloured furface 
muft be conceived as moveable, or as capable of 
changing its fituation, and of affuming a diffe- 
rent arrangement with regard to the other por 
tions of the fame furface, 


Colour, the vifible, bears no refemblance to 
folidity, the tangible obje€&t. A man born blind, 


or who has loft his Sight fo early as to have no 
remembrance 


a 4368 


OF THE EXTERNAL SENSES. 297 


remembrance of vifible objects, can form no 
idea or conception of colour. Touch alone can 
never help him to it. I have heard, indeed, of 
fome perfons who had loft. their, Sight after the 
age of manhood, and who liad learned to diftin- 
guith, by the Touch alone, the different colours 
of cloths or filks, the goods which it happened 
to be their bufinefs to deal in. The powers by 
which different bodies excite in the organs of 
Sight the Senfations of different colours, proba- 
biy depend upon fome difference in the nature, 
configuration, and arrangement of the parts 
which compofe their refpeétive furfaces. This 
difference may, to a very nice and delicate 
touch, make fome difference in feeling, fuffici- 
ent to enable a perfon, much interefted in the 
cafe, to make this diftin@ion in fome degree, 
though probably in a very imperfeé&t and inac- 
curate one. A man born blind might poffibly be 
taught to make the famediftin@ions. But though 
he might thus be able to name the different co- 
lours, which thofe diferent furfaces refleed, 
though he might thus have fome imperfe& notion 
of the remote caufes of thefe Senfations, he could 
have no better idea of the Senfations themfelves, 
than that other blind man, mentioned by Mr. 
Locke, had, who faid that he imagined the Co- 
lour of Scarlet refembled the Sound of a Trum- 
et. A man born deaf may, in the fame man- 
ner, be taught to fpeak articulately. He is taught 
how to fhape and difpofe of his organs, fo as to 
pronounce each letter, fyllable, and word. But 
fill, 
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fill, though he may have fome imperfe& idea of 
the remote caufes of the Sounds which he him- 
felf utters, of the remote caufes of the Senfa- 
tions which he himfelf excites in other people; 
he can have none of thofe Sounds or Senfations 
themfelves. 


If it were poffible, in the fame manner, that 
a man could be born without the Senfe of Touch- 
ing, that of Seeing could never alone fuggeft to 
him the idea of Solidity, or enable him to form 
any notion of the external and refifting fubftance. 
It is probable, however, not only that no man, 
but that no animal was ever born without the 
Senfe of Touching, which feems effential to; 
and infeparable from, the nature of animal life 
and exiftence. It is unneceflary, therefore, to 
throw away any reafoning, or to hazard any 
conje@tures, about what might be the effects of 
what I look upon as altogether au impofflible fup- 
pofition. The eye when preffed upon by any 
external and folid fubftance, feels, no doubt, 
that preffure and refiftance, and fuggefts to us 
(in the fame manner as every other feeling part 
of the body) the external and independent ex- 
“iftence of that folid fubftance. But in this cafe, 
the eye acts, not as the organ of Sight, but as 
an organ of Touch; for the cye poffeffes the 
Senfe of Touching in common with alinoft all 
the other parts of the body. 


The 
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The extenfion, figure, divifibility, and mobi« 
lity of Colour, the fole obje& of Sight, though; 
on account of their-correfpondence and connec+ 
tion‘ with the extenfion, figure, divifibility, and 
mobility of Solidity, they are called by the fame 
name,’ yet feem to bear no fort of refemblance 
to their namefakes. As Colour and Solidity bear 
no fort of refemblance to one another, fo neither 
can their refpe&ive modifications. Dr. Berkley 
very juftly obferves, that though we can conceive 
either a coloured or a folid line to be prolonged 
indefinitely, yet we cannot conccive the one to 
be added to the other. We cannot, even in 
imagination, conceive an objeét of Touch to be 
prolonged into an objeé of Sight, or an objeé 
of Sight into an obje& of ‘Touch. The obje&s 
of Sight and ‘thofe of Touch conftitute two 
words, which, though they have a moft impor- 
tant correfpondence and connedtion with one 
another, bear no fort of refemblance to one ano- 
ther. The tangible world, as well as all the dif- 
ferent parts which compofe it, has three dimen- 
fions, Length, Breadth, and Depth, The vifi- 
ble world, as well as all the different parts which 
compofe it, has only two, Length and Breadth. 
It prefents to us only a plain or furface, which, 
by certain fhades and combinations of Colour, 
fuggefts and reprefents to us (in the fame man- 
ner as a piéture does) certain tangible chie&s 
which have no Colour, and which therefore can 
bear no refemblance to thofe thades and combi- 
nations of Colour. Thole fhades and combina- 

tions 
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tions fuggeft thofe different tangible objeéts as 
at different diftances, according to certain rules 
of Perfpedtive, which it. is, perhaps, not very 
eafy to fay how it is that we learn, whether by 
fome particular inftin@, or by fome application 
of either reafon or experience, which. has be- 
come fo perfe&ly habitual to us, that, we are 
fearcely fenfible when we make ufe of. it. 


The diftin&nefs of this Perfpe@ive, the pre- 
cifion and accuracy with which, by means of it, 
we are capable of judging concerning the diftance 
of different tangible objets, is greater or lefs, 
exactly in proportion as this importance to: us. 
We can judge of the diftance of near obje&s, of 
the chairs and tables, for example, in the cham- 
ber where we are fitting, with the moft perfe& 
precifion ‘and accuracy; and if in broad day- 
light we ever ftumble over any of them, it muft 
be, not from any error in the Sight, but from 
fome defeat in the attention. The precifion and 
accuracy of our judgment concerning fuch near 
objeéts are of the utmoft importance to us, and 
conftitute the great advantage which a man who 
fees has over one who is unfortunately blind. 
As the diftance increafes, the diftinétnefs of this 
Perfpeétive, the precifion and accuracy of our 
judgment gradually diminifh. Of the tangible 
objeéts which are even at the moderate diftance 
of one, two, or three miles from the eye, we 
are frequently at a lofs to determine which is 
neareft, and which remoteft. It is feldom of 

much 
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much importance to us to judge with precifion 
concerning the fituation of the tangible obje&s 
which are even at this moderate diftance.,; As 
the diftance increafes, our judgments become 
more and more uncertain; and at a very great 
diftance, fuch as that of the fixed. ftars, it be- 
comes altogether uncertain. The moft precife 
knowledge of the relative fituation of fuch ob- 
jes could be of no other ufe to us than to fatis- 
fy the moft unneceflary curiofity. 


The diftances at which different men can by 
Sight diftinguifh, with fome degree of precifion, 
the fituation of the tangible obje&ts which the vi- 
fible ones reprefent, is very different; and this 
difference, though it, no doubt, may fometimes 
depend upon fome difference in the original con- 
figuration of their eyes, yet feems frequently to 
arife altogether from the different cuftoms and 
habits which their refpe@ive occupations have 
led them to contra&. Men of letters, who live 
much in their clofets, and have feldom occafion 
to look at very diftant objefts, are feldom far- 
fighted. Mariners, on the contrary, almoft al- 
ways are; thofe efpecially who have made many 
diftant voyages, in which they have been the 
greater part of their time outof fight of land, and 
have in day-light been conftantly looking out to- 
wards the horizon for the appearance of fome 
fhip, or of fome diftant fhore. It often aftonifh- 
es a land-man to obferve with what precifion a 
failor can diftinguifh in the Offing, not only the 
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appearance of a fhip, which is altogether invifi- 
ble to the land-man, but the number of her 
mafts, the direQion of her courfe, and the rate 
of her failing. If fhe is a fhip of his acquain- 
tance, he frequently can tell her name, before the 
land-man has been able to difcover even the ap- 
pearance of a fhip. 


Vifible obje&s, Colour, and all its different 
modifications, are in themfelves mere fhadows or 
pictures, which feem to float, as it were, before 
the organ of Sight. In themfelves, and indepen- 
dent of conneétion with the tangible objeds 
which they reprefent, they are of no importance 
to us, and can effentially neither benefit us nor 
hurt us. Even while we fee them we are feldom 
thinking of them. Even when we appear to be 
looking at them with the greateft earneftnefs, our 
whole attention is frequently employed, not up- 
on them, but upon the tangible obje&s seprefent- 
ed by them. 


It is becaufe almoft our whole attention is em- 
ployed, not upon the vifible and reprefenting, 
but upon the tangible and reprefented obje&s, 
that in our imaginations we are apt to afcribe to 
the former a degree of magnitude which does 
not belong to them, but which belongs altogether 
to the latter. If you fhut one eye, and hold im- 
mediately before the other a fmall circle of plain 
glafs, of not more than half an inch in diame- 
ter, you may fee through that circle the moft ex- 
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tenfive profpe&ts; lawns and woods, and arms 
of the fea, and diftant mountains. You are apt 
to imagine that the Landfcape which is thus pre- 
fented to you, that the vifible Piure which you 
thus fee, is immenfely great and extenfive. The 
tangible obje&s which this vifible Pi€ture repre- 
fents, undoubtedly are fo. But the vifible Picture 
which reprefents them can be no greater than the 
little vifible circle through which you fee it. If 
while you are looking through this circle, you could 
conceive a fairy hand and a fairy pencil to come 
between your eye and the glafs, that pencil could 
delineate upon that little glafs the outline of all 
thofe extenfive lawns and woods, and arms of’ 
the fea, and diftant mountains, in the full and 
exaét dimenfions with which they are really feen 
by the cye. 


Every vifible obje& which covers from the eye 
any other vifible object, muft appear at leaft as 
large as that other vifible obje&. It muft occu- 
py at leaft an equal portion of that vifible plain 
or furface which is at that time prefented to the 
eye-——Opticians accordingly tell us, that all the 
vifible obje&ts which are feen under equal angles 
muft to the eye appear equally large—But the 
vifible objeé&t, which covers from the eye any 
other vifible obje&, muft neceffarily be feen un- 
der angles at leaft equally large as thofe under 
which that other objeé& is feen. When I hold 
up my finger, however, before my eye, it ap- 
pears to cover the greater part of the vifible 
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chamber in which I am fitting. It fhould there- 
fore appear as large as the greater part of that 
vifible chamber. But becaufe I know that the 
tangible finger bears but a very. {mall proportion 
to the greater part of the tangible chamber, I 
am apt to fancy that the vifible finger bears but 
alike proportion to the greater part of the vifi- 
ble chamber. My judgment correéts my eye- 
fight, and, in my fancy, reduces the vifible ob- 
je&t, which reprefents the little tangible one, be- 
low its real vifible dimenfions; and, on the con- 
trary, it augments the vifible obje& which re- 
prefents the great tangible one a good deal be- 
yond thofe dimenfions. My attention being ge- 
nerally altogether occupied about the tangible 
and reprefented, and aot at all about the vifible 
and reprefenting objeéts, my ‘carelefs fancy be- 
ftows upon the latter a proportion which does 
not in the leaft belong to them, but which be- 
longs altogether to the former. 


It is becaufe the vifible obje&t which covers 
any other vifible obje&t muft always appear at 
leaft as large as that other object, that Op- 
ticians tell us that the fphere of our vifion ap- 
pears to’ the eye always equally large; and that 
when we hold our hand before our eye in fuch a 
manner that we fee nothing but the infide of the 
hand, we ftill fee precifely the fame number of 
vifible points, the fphere of our vifion is fill 
as completely filled, the retina is as entirely co- 
vered with the obje&t which is thus prefented 
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to it, as when we furvey the moft extenfive ho- 
rizon. 


A young gentleman who was born with a ca- 
tara&t upon each of his eyes was, in one thou- 
fand feven hundred and twenty-cight, couched 
by Mr. Chefelden, and by that means for the 
firft time made to fee diftin@ly. “ At firft, fays 
“the operator, he could bear but very little 
«« Sight, and the things he faw he thought ex. 
“tremely large; but upon fecing things larger, 
“ thofe firft feen he conceived lefs, never being 
‘* able to imagine any. lines beyond the bounds 
*¢ he faw; the room he was in, he faid, he knew 
f* to be but part of the houfe, yet he could not 
“ conceive that the whole houfe wauld look big- 
“ger.” It was unavoidable that he fhould at 
firft conceive, that no vifible obje& could be 
greater, could prefent to his eye a greater num- 
ber of vifible points, or could more completely 
fill the comprehenfion of an organ, than the 
narroweft fphere of hig vifon. And when that 
fphere came to be. enlarged, he ftill could not 
conceive that the vifible obje&s which it pre- 
fented could be larger than thofe which he had 
firft feen. He muft probably by this time have 
been in fome degree habituated to the connec- 
tion between vifible and tangible obje&s, and 
enabled to conceive that vifible obje& to be fmall 
which reprefented a fmall tangible obje&; to be 
great, which reprefented a great one. The great 
ogjects did not appear to his Sight greater than 

the 
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the fmall ones had done before; but the fmali 
ones, which, having filled the whole {phere of 
his vifion, had before appeared as large as pofli- 
ble, being now known to reprefent much fmaller 
tangible obje&ts, feemed in his conception to 
grow fimaller. He had begun now to employ his 
attention more about the tangible and reprefent- 
ed, than about the vifible and reprefenting ob- 
jets; and he was beginning to afcribe to the 
latter, the proportions aud dimenfions which 
properly belonged altogether to the former. 


As we frequently afcribe to the objeés of Sight 

a magnitude and proportion which does not real- 
ly belong to them, but to the objeéts of Touch 
which they reprefent, fo we likewife afcribe ta 
them a fteadinefs of appearance, which as little 
belongs to them, but which they derive altoge- 
ther from their conne@ion with the fame objeés 
of Touch. The chair which now ftands at the 
farther end of the room, I am apt to imagine, 
appears to my eye as large as it did when it 
ftood clofe by me, when it was feen under an- 
gles at leaft four times larger than thofe under 
which it is feen at prefent, and when it muft 
have occupied, at leaft, fixteen times that por- 
tion which it occupies at prefent, of the vifible 
plain or furface which is now before my eyes. 
But as I know that the magnitude of the tangi- 
ble and reprefented chair, the principal obje& of 
my attention, is the fame in both fituations, I 
aferibe to the vifible and reprefenting chair 
(though 
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(though now reduced to lefs than the fixteenth 
part of its former dimenfions) a fteadinefs of ap- 
pearance, which certainly belongs not in any 
refpe& to it, but altogether to the tangible and re- 
prefented one. As we approach to, or retire from, 
the tangible obje& which any vifible one reprefents, 
the vifible obje& gradually augments in the one 
cafe, and diminifhes in the other. To fpeak accv- 
rately, it is notthe fame vifible objeét which we fee 
at different diftances, but a fucceffion of vifible 
objets, which, though they all refemble one 
another, thofe efpecially which follow near after 
one another; yet are all really different and dif- 
tin@. But as we know that the tangible obje& 
which they reprefent remains always the fame, 
we afcribe to them too a fameoefs which belongs 
altogether to it: and we fancy that we fee the 
fame tree at a mile, at half a mile, and at a few 
yards diftance. At thofe different diftances, 
however, the vifible obje€&ts are fo very widely 
different, that we are fenfible of a change in their 
appearance. But ftill, as the tangible obje& 
which they reprefent remains invariably the fame, 
we afcribe a fort of famenefs even to them too. 


It has been faid, that no man ever faw the 
fame vifible object twice; and this, though, no 
doubt, an exaggeration, is, in reality, much lefs 
fo than at firft view it appears to be. Though 
I am apt to fancy that all the chairs and tables, 
and other little picces of furniture in the room 

where 
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where I am fitting, appear to my eye always the 
fame, yet their appearance is in reality continu- 
ally varying, not only according to every varia- 
tion in their fituation and diftance with regard 
to where I am fitting, but according to every, 
even the moft infenfible variation in the altitude 
of my body, in the movement of my head, or 
even in that of my cyes. The perfpedtive ne- 
ceffarily varies according to all, even the fmall- 
eft of thefe variations; and confequently the 
appearance of the obje&ts which that perfpec- 
tive prefents to me. Obferve what difficulty a 
portrait painter finds, in getting the perfon who 
fits for his pi€ture to prefent to him precifely 
that view of the countenance from which the 
firft outline was drawn. The painter is 
fearce ever completely fatisied with the fitua- 
tion of the face which is prefented to him, and 
finds that it is fcarcely ever precifely the fame 
with that from which he rapidly fketched the 
firft outline. He endeavours, as well as he can, 
to correct the difference from memory, from 
fancy, and from a fort of art of approximation, 
by which he ftrives to exprefs as nearly as he 
can, the ordinary effeét of the look, air, and 
charaéter of the perfon whofe pidure he is draw- 
ing. The perfon who draws from a ftatue, 
which is altogether immoveable, feels a difficul- 
ty, though, no doubt, in a lefs degree, of the 
fame kind. It arifes altogether from the difficul- 
ty which he finds in placing his own eye pre- 
cifely in the fame fituation during the whole 

time 
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time which he employs in completing his draw- 
ing. This difficulty is more than doubled up- 
ou the painter who draws from a living fubjeé. 
The ftatue never is the caufe of any variation or 
unfteadinefs in its own appearance. The living 
{ubje&t frequently is. 


The benevolent purpofe of nature in beftow- 
ing upon us the fenfe of feeing, is evidently to 
inform us concerning the fituation and diftance 
of the tangible obje@s which furround us. Up- 
on the knowledge of this diftance and fituation 
depends the whole conduét of human life, in 
the moft trifling as well asin the moft important 
tranfactions. Even animal motion depends up- 
on it; and without it we could neither move, 
nor even fit ftill, with complete fecurity. The 
obje&ts of fight, as Dr. Berkley finely obferves, 
conftitute a fort of language which the Au- 
thor of Nature addreffes to our eyes, and 
by which he informs us of many things, 
which it is of the utmoft importance to us to 
know. As, in common language, the words or 
founds bear no relemblance tothe things which 
they denote, fo in this other language, the vifi- 
ble objets bear no fort of refemblance to the 
tangible object which they reprefent, and 
of whofe relative fituation, with regard both 
to ourfelves and to one another, they inform 
us. 


He 
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He acknowledges, however, that though fearce- 
ly any word be by nature better fitted to exprefs 
one meaning than any other meaning, yet that cer- 
tain vifible objeéts are better fitted than others to 
reprefent certain tangible objects, A vifible fquare, 
for example, is better fitted than a vifible circle 
to reprefent a tangible fquare. There is, perhaps, 
ftriGly fpeaking, no fuch thing as either a vifible 
cube, ora vifible globe, the objeéts of fight be- 
ing all naturally prefented to the eye as upon one 
furface. But ftill there are certain combinations 
of colours which are fitted to reprefent to the eye, 
both the near and the diftant, both the advancing 
and the receding lines, angles, and furfaces of 
the tangible cube ; and there arc others fitted to 
reprefent, in the fame manner, both the near and 
the receding furface of the tangible globe. The 
combination which reprefents the tangible cube, 
would not be fit to reprefent the tangible globe; 
and that which reprefents the tangible globe, 
would not be fit to reprefent the tangible cube. 
Though there may, therefore, be no refemblance 
between vifible and tangible objeéis, there feems 
to be fome affinity or correfpondence between 
them fufficient to make each vifible obje& fitter 
to reprefent a certain precife tangible objeA than 
any other tangible obje€t. But the greater part 
of words feem to have no fort of affinity or corref- 
pondence with the meanings or ideas which they 
exprefs; and if cuftom had fo ordered it, they 
might with equal propricty have been made ufe of 
to exprefs any other meaning or ideas. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Berkley, with that happinefs of illuftration 
which fearcely ever deferts him, remarks, that 
this in reality is no more than what happens in 
common language ; and that though letters bear 
no fort of refemblance to the words which they de- 
note, yet that the fame combination of letters 
which reprefents one word, would not always be 
fit to reprefent another; and that each word is 
always beft reprefented by its own proper com- 
bination of letters. The comparifon, however, 
it muft be obferved, is here totally changed. The 
connection between vifible and tangible objeés 
was firft illuftrated by comparing it with that be- 
tween fpoken language and the meanings or ideas 
which fpoken language fuggefts to us; and it is 
now illuftrated by the conneétion between written 
language and fpoken language, which is altoge- 
ther different, Even this fecond illuftration, be- 
fides, will not apply perfe€tly to the cafe. When 
cuftom, indeed, has perfeAly afcertained the 
powers of each letter; when it has afcertained, 
for example, that the firft letter of the alphabet 
fhall always reprefent fuch a found, and the fe- 
cond letter fuch another found ; each word comes 
then to be more properly reprefented by one cer- 
tain combination of written letters or charaCers, 
than it could be by any other combination. But 
ftill the charaéters themfelves are altogether 
arbitrary, and have no fort of affinity or corref- 
pondence with the articulate founds which they 
denote. The chara&er which marks the firft let- 
ter of the alphabet, for example, if cuftom had 

fo 
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fo ordered it, might, with perfeét propriety, 
have been made ule of to exprefs the found 
which we now annex to the fecond, and the cha- 
rater of the fecond to exprefs that which we now 
annex to the firft. But the vifible charafers 
which reprefent to our eyes the tangible globe, 
could not fo well reprefent the tangible cube; nor 
could thofe which reprefent the tangible cube, 
fo properly reprefent the tangible globe. There 
is evidently, therefore, a certain affinity and cor- 
refpondence between each vifible obje& and the 
precife tangible obje& reprefented by it, much 
fuperior to what takes place either between writ- 
ten and fpoken language, or between fpoken lan- 
guage and the ideas or meanings which it fuggefts. 
The language which nature addreffes to our eyes, 
has evidently a fitnefs of reprefentation, an apti- 
tude for fignifying the precife things which it de- 
notes, much fuperior to that of any of the artifi- 
cial languages which human art and ingenuity 
have ever been able to invent. 


That this affinity and correfpondence, how: 
ever, between vifible and tangible obje&s could 
not alone, and without the affiitance of obfervati- 
on and experience, teach us, by any effort of 
reafon, to infer what was the precife tangible ob, 
je& which each vifible one reprefented, if itis not 
fufficiently evident from what has been already 
faid, it muft be completely fo from the remarks 
of Mr. Chefelden upon the young gentleman 
above-mentioned, whom he had couched for a 

cataraét. 
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tatara@. “ Though we fay of this gentleman, 
*¢that he was blind,” obferves Mr. Chefélden, 
** as we doof all people who have ripe cataraQts ; 
“* yet they are never fo blind from that caufe but 
* that they can difcern day from night; and for 
“the moft part, in-a ftrong light, diftinguifh 
“black, white, and fcarlet; but they cannot per- 
* ceive the fhape of any thing; for the light by 
“‘ which thefe perceptions are made, being let in 
** obliquely through the aqueous humour, or the 
“ anterior furface of the cryftalline, (by which the 
* rays cannot be brought into a focus upon the 
* yetina,) they,can difcern in no other manner 
*¢ than a found eye can through a glafs of broken 
“ jelly, where a great variety of furfaces fo dif- 
“ ferently refra@ the light, that the feveral dif- 
“ tin@ pencils of rays cannot be collected by the 
“ eye into their proper foci; wherefore the fhape 
* of an obje@ in fuch a cafe cannot be at all dif- 
“ cerned, though the colour may: and thus it was 
“with this young gentleman, who, though he 
* knew thofe colours afunder in a good light, 
** yet when he faw them after he was couched, 
“ the faint ideas he had of them before were not 
“ fufficient for him to know them by afterwards ; 
«and therefore he did not think them the fame 
*© which he had before known by thofe names.” 
This young gentleman, therefore, had fome ad- 
vantage over one who from a ftate of total blind- 
nefs had been made for the firft time to fee. He 
had fome imperfc& notion of the diftinion of co- 
lours; and he muft have known that thofe colours 


had 
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had fome fort of conne€ion with the tangible ob: 
jeQs which he had been accuftomed to feel. But 
had he emerged from total blindnefs, he could 
have learnt this connetion only from a very long 
courfe of obfervation and experience. How little 
this advantage availed him, however, we may 
learn partly from the paflages of Mr. Chefelden’s 
Narrative, already quoted, and ftill more from 
the following : 


“When he firft faw,” fays that ingenious ope- 
rater, “ he was fo far from makiug any judzmeut 
“about diftances, that he thought all objc&s 
“« whatever touched his eyes (as he expreffed it) 
“© as what he felt did his fkin; and thought no ob- 
*« jets fo agreeable as thofe which were fmooth 
‘© and regular, though he could form no judg- 
“* ment of their fhape, or guefs what it was in apy 
“ obje&t that was pleafing to him. He knew not 
“ the fhape ofany thing, nor any one thing from 
“another, however different in fhape or magni- 
“tude; but upon being told what things were, 
“whofe form he before kuew from fecling, he 
“would carefully obferve, that he might know 
*‘ them again; but having too many obdjedis to 
“ learn at ounce, he forgot many of them ; and (as 
« he faid) at firft learned to know, and again for- 
“ got a thoufand things ina day. One particular 
“ only (though it may appear trifling) I will re- 
“ Jate: Having often forgot which was the cat, 
“and which the dog, he was afhamed to afk; 


“ but catching the cat (which he knew by feeling) 
«“ he 
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‘* he was obferved to look at her ftedfaftly, and 
“ then fetting her down, faid, So, pufs! I fhall 
“‘ know you another time.” 


When the young gentleman faid, that the ob- 
je&ts which he faw touched his eyes, he certainly 
could not mean that they preffed upon or refifted 
his eyes; for the objcéts of fight never act, upon 
the organ in any way that refembles preffure or 
refiftance. He could mean no more than that they 
were clofe upon his eyes, or, to {peak more pro- 
perly, perhaps, that they were in his eyes. A 
deaf man, who was‘made all at once to hear, 
might in the fame manner naturally enough fay, 
that the founds which he heard touched his ears, 
meaning that he felt them as clofe upon his ears, 
or, to fpeak, perhaps, more preperly, as in his 
ears. 


Mr. Chefelden adds afterwards: “ We thought 
“ he foon knew what pictures reprefented which 
“ were fhewed to him, but we found afterwards 
“< we were miftaken ; for about two months after 
gi he was couched, he difcovered at once they 
“‘ reprefented folid bodies, when, to that time, 
“he confidered them only as party-coloured 
planes, or furfaces diverfified with variety of 
“ paints; but even then he was no lefs furprifed, 
“ expecting the pictures would feel like the things 
“they reprefented, and was amazed when he 
“ found thofe parts, which by their light and 
“ fhadow appeared now round and uneven, felt 
: “ only 
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* only flat and like the reft; and afked which was 
** the lying fenfe, feeling or feeing ?” 


Painting, though, by combination of light and 
fhade fimilar to thofe which Nature makes ufe of 
in the vifible obje&s which fhe prefents to our 
eyes, it endeavours to imitate thofe obje@s; yet 
it never has been able to equal the perfpe@ive of 
Nature, or to give to its produétions that force 
and diftinnefs of relief and proje@ion which 
Nature beftows upon hers. When the young gen- 
tleman was juft beginning to underftand the ftrong 
and diftin® perfpeAive of Nature, the faint and 
feeble perfpeAtive of Painting made no impreffion 
upon him, and the pi€lure appeared to him what 
it really was, a plain furface bedaubed with dif- 
ferent colours—-When he became more familiar 
with the perfpe@ive of Nature, the inferiority of 
that of Painting did not hinder him from difco- 
vering its refemblance to that of Nature-—In the 
perfpeAive of Nature, he had always found that 
the fituation and diftance of the tangible and re- 
prefented obje&s, correfponded exaély to what 
the vifible and reprefenting ones fuggefted to hima 
He expeéted to find the fame thing in the fimilar, 
though inferior perfpedtive of Painting, and was 
difappointed when he found that the vifible and 
tangible objets had nor, in this cafe, their ufual 
correfpondence. 


“ Ina year after feeing,” adds Mr. Chefelden, 


“the young gentleman being carried upon Ep- 
“ foin- 
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* fom-downs, and obferving a large profpeét, he 
*< was exccedingly delighted with it, and called it 
“anew kind of feeing”’ He had now, it is evi- 
dent, come to underftand completely the lan- 
guage of Vifion. The vifible objeéts which this 
noble profpe@ prefented to him did now appear 
astouchiug, or as clofe uponhiscye. They did 
not now appear of the fame magnitude with thofe 
{mall obje&s to which, for fome time after the 
eperation, he had been accuftomed, in the little 
chamber where he was confined. Thofe new vifi- 
ble objeéts at once, and as it were of their own 
accord, afiumed both the diftance and the magai- 
tude of the great tangible obje€ts which they res 
prefented. He had now, therefore, it would 
feem, become completely mafter of the language 
of Vifion, and he had become fo in the courfe of 
a year; a much fhorter period than that in which 
any perfon, arrived atthe age of manhood, could 
completely acquire any foreign language. It 
would appear too, that he had made very confi- 
derable progrefs even in the two firft months. He 
began at that early period to underftand even the 
feeble perfpedtive of Painting ; and though at firft 
he could not diftinguihh it from the ftrong perfpec- 
tive of Nature, yet he could not have been thus 
impofed upon by fo imperfe& an imitation, if the 
great principles of Vifion had not beforehand been 
deeply impreffed upon his mind, and if he had 
not, either by the aflociation of ideas, or by fome 
other unknown principle, been ftrongly deter- 
mined to expect certain tangible objedis ia con- 

fequeuce 
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fequence of the vifible ones which had been pre- 
fented to him. This rapid progrefs, however, 
may, perhaps, be accounted for from that fit- 
nefs of reprefentation, which has already been 
taken notice of, between vifible and tangible ob- 
je&s. In this language of Natare, it may be faid, 
the analogies are more perfe&; the etymologies, 
the declenfions, and conjugations, if one may 
fay fo, are more regular than thofe of any human 
language. The rules are fewer, and thofe rules 
admit of no exceptions. 


But though it may have been altogether by the 
flow paces of obfervation and experience that this 
young gentleman acquired the knowledge of the 
connetion between vifible and tangible objects ; 
we cannot from thence with certainty infer, that 
young children have not fome inftin@ive percep- 
tion of the fame kind.—In him this inftin€tive 
power, not having been exerted at the proper 
feafon, may, from difufe, have gone gradually to 
decay, and at laft have been completely obliterat- 
ed—Or, perhaps, (what feems likewife very pof- 
fible,) fome feeble and unobferved remains of it 
may .have fomewhat facilitated his acquifition of 
what he might otherwife have found it much more 
difficult to acquire. 


That, antecedent te all experience, the young 
of at leaft the greater part of animals pofiefs fome 
inftin@ive perception of this kind, feems abun- 
dently evident. The hen never feeds her young 


by 
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by dropping the food into their bills, as the lin- 
net and the thrufh fecd theirs. Almoft as foon 
as her chickens are hatched, fhe does not feed 
them, but carries them to the field to feed, where 
they walk about at their eafe, it would feem, and 
appear to have the moft diftin@ perception of all 
the tangible objets which furround them. We 
may often fee them, accordingly, by the ftraight- 
eft road, run to and pick up any little grains 
which fhe fthews them, even at the diftance of 
feveral yards ; and they no fooner come into the 
light than they feem to uaderftand this language 
of Vifion as well as they ever do aficrwards. The 
young of the partridge and of the groufe feem to 
have, at the fame early period, the moft diftingt 
perceptions of the fame kind. The young par- 
tridge, almoft as foon as it comes from the fhell, 
ruos about among the long grafs and corn; the 
young groufe among long heath, and would both 
moft effentially hurt themfelyes if they had not 
the moft acute, as wellas diftin&t perception of 
the tangible objeéts which not only furround them 
but prefs upon them on all ides. This is the cafe 
too with the young of the goofe, of the duck, 
and, fo far as I have been able to gbferve, with 
thofe of at leaft the greater part of the birds which 
make their nefis upon the ground, with the great- 
er part of thofe which are ranked by Linnzeus in 
the orders of the hen and the goofe, and of many 
of thofe long-fhanked and wading birds which he 
places in the order that he diflinguifhes by the 
name of Grallz. 
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The young of thofe birds that build their nefts 
in bufhes, upon trees, in the holes and crevices 
of high walls, upon high rocks and precipices, 
and other places of difficult accefs ; of the greater 
part of thofe ranked by Linnaeus in the orders 
of the hawk; the magpie, and the fparrow, feem 
to come blind from the fhell, and to continue 
fo for at leaft fome days thereafter. Till they 
are able to fly they are fed by the joint la 
bour of both parents. As foon as that period 
arrives, however, and probably for fome time 
before, they evidently enjoy all the powers of 
Vifion in the moft complete perfe&tion, and can 
diftinguith with moft exa& preciffon the fhape 
and proportion of the tangible obje&s which 
every vifible one reprefents. In fo fhort a 
period they cannot be fuppofed to have ac- 
quired thofe powers from experience, and muft 
therefore derive them from fome inftin@ive fug- 
geftion. The fight of birds feems to be both 
more prompt and more acute than that of any 
other animals. Without hurting themfelves they 
dart into the thickeft and moft thorny buthes, 
fly with the. utmoft rapidity through the moft 
intricate forefts,; and while they are foaring 
aloft in the air, difcover upon the ground the 
little infe&ts and grains upon’ which they feed. 


The young of feveral forts of quadrupeds 
feem, like thole of the greater part of birds 
which make theit nefts upon the ground, to 


enjoy as foon as they come into the world 
the 
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the faculty of feeing as completely as they 
ever do afterwards. The day, .or the day af- 
ter they are dropt, the calf follows the cow, 
and the foal the mare, to the field; and though 
from timidity they feldom remove far from 
the mother, yet they feem to walk about at 
their eafes which they could not do unlefs 
they could diflinguifh, with fome degree of 
precifion, the fhape and proportion of the tan- 
gible objeéts which each vifible one reprefents. 
The degree of precifion, however, with which 
the horfe is capable of making this diftindion, 
feems at no period of his life to be very com- 
plete. He is at all times apt to ftartle at many 
vifible objeé&ts, which, if they diftin@ly fug 
gefted to him the real fhape and proportion 
of the tangible objets which they reprefent, 
could not be the objects of fear; at the trunk 
or root of an old tree, for example, which 
happens to be laid by the road fide, at a 
great ftone, or the fragment of a rock which 
happens to lie near the way where he is going. 
To reconcile him, even to a fingle obje& of 
this kind, which has once alarmed him, fre- 
quently requires fome {fkill, as well as much 
patience and good temper, in the rider. Such 
powers of fight, however, as Nature has thought 
proper to render him capable of acquiring, he 
feems to enjoy from the beginning, in as great 
perfetion as he ever does afterwards, 


The 
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The young of other quadrupeds, like thofe 
ef the birds which make their nefts in places 
of difficult accefs, come blind into the workd, 
Their fight, however, foon opevs, and as foon 
as it does fo, they feem to enjoy it in the moft 
complete perfetion, as we may all obferve in 
the puppy and the kitten, ‘The fame thing, I 
believe, may be faid of all other beafts of prey, 
at leaft of all thofe concerning which I have been 
able to colleé&t any diftin@ information. They 
come blind into the world ; but as foon as their 
fight opens, they appear to enjoy it in the moft 
complete perfection. 


It feems difficult to fuppofe that man is the 
only animal of which the young are not en- 
dowed with fome inftinive perception of this 
kind. The young of the human fpecies, how- 
ever, continue fo long in a ftate of entire de- 
pendency, they muft be fo long carried about 
in the arms of their mothers or of their nurfes, 
that fuech an inflinélive perception may feem 
lefs neceffary to them than to any other race 
of animals, Before it could be of any ufe to 
them, obfervation and experience may, by the 
known principle of the affociation of ideas, 
have fufheiently connedted in their young minds 
eaeh vific-> obje& with the correfponding tan- 
gible one which it is fitted to reprefent. Na- 
ture, it may be faid, never beftows upon any 
animal any faculty which is not either necef- 
fary or ufeful, and an inftin@ of this kind 

would 
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would be altogether ufelefs to an animal which 
muft neceffarily acquire the knowledge which 
the inftin@ is given to fupply, long before 
that inftin@ could be of any ufe to it, Chil- 
dren, however, appear at fo very early a pe- 
tiod to know the diftance, the fhape, and mag- 
nitude of the different tangible objects which 
are prefented to them, that I am difpofed to 
believe that even they may have fome inftinc- 
tive perception of this kind; though poffibly 
in a mych weaker degree than the greater part 
of other animals, A child that is fcarcely a 
month old, ftretches out its hands to feel any 
little play-thing that is prefented to it. It 
diftinguifhes its nurfe, and the other people 
who are much about it, from ftrangers, It 
clings to the former, and turns away from the 
latter. Hold a fmall looking-glafs, before 3 
child of not more thag two or three months 
old, and it will ftretch out its little arms be- 
hind the glafs, in order to feel the child which 
it fees, and which it imagineg is-at the back 
of the glafs. It is deceived, no doubt; but 
even this fort of deception fufficiently demon- 
ftrates that it has a tolerably diftin@ apprehen- 
fion of the ordinary perfpe@tive of Vifion, which 
it cannot well have learnt from obfervation and 
experience. 


Do any of our other fenfes, antecedently to 
fuch obfervation and experience, inftinQively 
fuggeft to us fome conception of the folid and 

refitting 
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refifting fubftances which excite their refpeQive 
fenfations; though thefe fenfations bear no fort 
of refemblance to thofe fubftances? 


The fenfe of Tafting certainly does not. 
Before we can feel the fenfation, the -folid and 
refifting fubftance which excites it muft: be 
preffed againft the organs of Tafte, and muft 
confequently be perceived by them. : Ante. 
eedently to obfervation and experience, -there- 
fore, the fenfe of. Tafting can never be faid 
inftin@ively to fuggeft fome conceptions of that 
fubftance. 


It may, perhaps, be otherwife with the fenfe 
of Smelling. The young of all fuckling ani- 
mals, (of the Mammalia of Linnzus,) whether 
they are born with ‘fight-or without it, yet 
as foon as they come into the world apply 
to the nipple of the mother in order to fuck. 
In doing this they are evidently dire&ted by 
the Smell. The Smell appears either to ex- 
cite the appetite for the proper food, or at 
leaft to dire€&t the new-born animal to the place 
where that food isto be found. It may perhaps 
do both the one and the other, 


That when the ftomach is empty, the Smell 
of agreeable food excites and irritates the ap- 
petite, is what we all muft have frequently ex- 
perienced. But the ftomach of every new-born 
animal is neceffarily empty. While in the 

womb 


2464 = 


OF THE EXTERNAL SENSES. 325 


womb it is nourifhed, not by the mouth, but 
by the navel-ftring. Children have been born 
apparently in the moft perfect health and vi- 
gour, and have applied to fuck in the ufual 
manner; but immediately, or foon afver, have 
thrown up the milk, and in the courfe of a 
few hours have died vomiting and in convul- 
fions. Upon opening their bodics it has been 
found that the inteftinal tube or canal had 
never been opened or pierced in the whole 
extent of its length; but, like a fack, ad- 
mitted of no paflage beyond a particular place. 
It could not have been in any refpeé& by the 
mouth, therefore, but altogether by the navel- 
ftring, that fuch children had been nourifhed 
and fed up to the degree of health and vi- 
gour in which they were born. Every ani- 
mal, while in the womb, feems to draw its 
nourifhment, more like a vegetable, from the 
root, than like an animal from the mouth; 
and that nourifhment feems to be conveyed 
to all the different paris of the body by tubes 
and canals in many refpeéts different from thofe 
which afterwards perform the fame fun@tion. 
As foon as it comes into the world, this new 
fet of tubes and canals, which the providen- 
tial care of Nature had for a long time be- 
fore been gradually preparing, is all at once 
and inftantaneoufly opened. ‘They are all emp- 
ty, and they require to be filled. An un- 
eafy fenfation accompanies the one fituation, 
and an agreeable one the other. The {mell 
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of the fubftance which is fitted for filling them, 
increafes and irritates that unealy fenfation, and 
produces hunger, or the appetite for food. 


But all the appetites which take their ori- 
gin from a certain ftate of the body, feem ta 
fuggeft the meaus of their own gratification ; 
and, even long before experience, fome antici- 
pation or preconception of the pieafure which 
atteads that gratification. In the appetite for the 
fex, which frequently, I am difpofed ta believe 
almoft always, comes a long time before the age 
of puberty, this is perfeQly and diftinlly evi- 
dent. The appetite for food fuggefts to the new- 
born infant the operation of fucking, the only 
means by which it can pofhibly gratify that appe- 
ute. It is continually fucking. It fucks whate- 
ver is prefented to its mouth. It fucks even 
when there is nothing prefented to its mouth, 
and fome anticipation or preconception of the 
pleafure which it is to enjoy in fucking, feems 
to make it delight in putting its mouth into the 
Shape and configuration by which it alone can 
enjoy that pleafure. There are other appetites 
in which the moft unexperienced imagination 
produces a fimilar efie€&t upon the organs which 
Nature has provided for their gratification. 


The Smell not only excites the appetite, but 
direéts to the objet which can alone gratify that 
appetite. But by fuggefting the dirc€tion towards 


that objet, the Smell muft neceffarily fuggeft 
fome 
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fome notion of diftance and externality, which 
are neceffarily involved in the idea of direCtion ; 
in the idea of the line of motion by which the 
diftance can be beft overcome, and the mouth 
brought into contact with the unknown fubftance 
which is the obje& of the appetite That the 
Smell fhould alone fuggeft any preconception of 
the fhape or magnitude of the external body to 
which it direéts, feems not very probable. The 
fenfation of Smell feems to have no fort of affinity 
er correfpondence with fhape or magnitude; and 
whatever preconception the infant may have of 
thefe, (and it may very probably have fome fuch 
preconception,) is likely to be fuggefted, not fo 
much direQly by the Smell, and indire&ly by 
the appetite excited by that Smell; as by the prin- 
ciple which teaches the child to mould its mouth 
into the conformation and a€tion of fucking, even 
before it reaches the obje& to which alone that 
conformation and ation can be ufefully applied. 
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Cento Netllate C intbig ne ae cet 160 * ? : 7 
sg Golii E'ementa Aftronomica ff. 1665. _ 4 -3 fa ML 
Ada CanomzaienisSaitionm—————-ee 1607 : 4 —_yY 
jot Budaxi Epittole Grace eee seman 1st¢ i rs whe be~ oar 
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